Any Frauds or Information Regarding Subjects Described in This Section Should Be Promptly Re- 


ported to the Nearest Office of Our Agents. 


Protective Services Are Available Only When 


Notice Is Given Within Ten Days After Discovery of Loss, in Accordance with Reg- 
ulations Which Distinguish Between Preventable and Unpreventable Losses 
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SECTION TWO 


“Captain” Miller 
Puts Over More 
Bogus Checks 


Contents Noted by 


Paying Teller ............... 
Receiving Teller............. 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


Cautrornia, Los ANGELES.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 

CaLirorNiIA, SAN Francisco.—First National Bank Building. 

Cotorapo, DENvER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District or CoLumBia, WasHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

Fioripa, M1am1.—220-221 Calumet Building. 

Grorcia, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

Ittrnots, Cutcaco.—1020 Otis Building. 

Louistana, New Orzeans. — 930-932 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

MaryLanp, Battimore.—Fidelity Building. 

MassacuusetTts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. 

Micuican, Detroir.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

Minnesota, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 

Missourt, Kansas Crry.—Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missouri, St. Louts.—Railway Exchange Building. 

NesraskKA, OMAHA.—756 Omaha National Bank Building. 

New Yorx, Burrato.—D. S. Morgan Building. 

New York, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

Crnctnnati.—1012 Keith’s Theater Building. 
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Oxu10, CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OxiaHoma, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 
Orecon, PortTLanp.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 
PENNSYLVANIA, PittspurGH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 
TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Building. 
Texas, Datras.—614 Kirby Building. 

Texas, Houston.—1020 Keystone Building. 

Texas, San Anton1o.—606 Travis Building. 

Urtag, Satt Lake Crry.—525 Continental Building. 
‘Wasuincton, SEATTLE.—L. C. Smith Building. 

WasaIncTon, SPOoKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 


FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


Canapa, MontrEAL.—Transportation Building. 
Canapa, VANcouvEerR.—605 Vancouver Block. 
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An Arrest Long Overdue 


OTWITHSTANDING our 
many warnings concerning 
the tactics employed by J. B. 
SAWEY (1775), alias Harry 
E. Thompson, alias Captain Frank 
Hamer, alias ‘Buck’ Miller, etc., 
self-styled Texas Ranger, this messen- 
ger of good-will is still roaming about 
as free as can be and very much alive 
to the possibility of raising easy money 
whenever the opportunity presents it- 
self. Due to his engaging personality 
and artful salesmanship, this criminal 
has enjoyed handsome profits by con- 
vincing people that he was an angel in 
disguise. 

He recently appeared in a Georgia 
town and struck an acquaintanceship 
with the superintendent of schools, the 
latter having formerly resided in 
Texas. Posing as Captain “Buck” 
Miller of the Texas Rangers, he cul- 
tivated the schoolmaster and ingrati- 
ated himself by purchasing a baseball 
outfit for the school team. Believing 
they had in their midst a man of great 
wealth, the newspapers played up his 
philanthropy to such an extent that the 
swindler became acquainted with the 
local bankers. 

The result of this acquaintanceship 
was rather expensive, for before he 
disappeared a check for a sum in ex- 
cess of the amount expended to equip 
the baseball team was cashed and, 


J. B. Sawey, alias Captain Dan “Buck” 
Miller 


much to the disappointment of all but 
the ball team, was returned a short time 
later as worthless. 


Bogus International Theaters Checks 


25 1926.00 


Jutrruational, Theatre 


NEw YORK 


3) LONDON P 


Pay ta the order. of. 


PARIS HAVANA 


$2$.00 


ay DOLLARS 
at? 


10; TRUST COMPANY OF N.u. 
YERSEY CITY Node 


Buternatio beatres: Corporation 
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A specimen bogus check made payable td James Nugent 


EVERAL banks in New York City and 

vicinity have reported the protesting of 
bogus checks payable to JAMES NUGENT 
(2266) and purported to be drawn by the 
International Theaters Corporation. To 
warn all member banks against their ac- 
ceptance and incidental loss, a specimen of 
one of the forms, which are elaborate in 
design, is reproduced above. 

Similar forms are being circulated bearing 


the drawee names of a trust company of 
New Jersey at Jersey City, N. J., and the 
Staten Island National Bank and Trust Co. 
of Port Richmond, N. Y. Thus far every 
bank approached has prevented loss through 
insistence upon collection before payment. 
Nugent is described as 25 to 30 years 
of age, height about 5 feet 5 inches, weight 
about 150 pounds, florid complexion, black 
hair and appeared to be of Jewish type. 


2 


The attention of every arresting 
officer, no less than banks, is called to 
the many warnings already broadcast 
concerning this escaped convict, whose 
latest photograph is reproduced here- 
with. With his intimate knowledge of 
certain labor, fraternal and business 
organizations and ready references to 
names familiar in police circles, this , 
culprit has defrauded scores of unsus- 
pecting victims, and when captured is 
capable of warding off arrest on the 
presumption of mistaken identity. 

Sawey is such a versatile fellow 
that it is difficult to foretell just what 
role he will assume in making his next 
strike. One time he poses as a man 
high in the ranks of organized labor 
and, in his conversations, he shows a 
marked familiarity with its programs 
and officials. Again, he appropriates 
the guise of an active Shriner, or a 
Texan bearing messages of good will 
to former Texans from their old as- 
sociates at home or, as in this case 
he represents himself to be an ex-Texas 
Ranger. 

He is nervy and without fear of the 
police, as it has been shown that he 
can talk his way out of an arrest, even 
after apprehension. Sawey has even 
had the effrontery to attend conven- 
tions of bankers to make contacts. 


A specimen of Nugent’s handwriting is 
reproduced herewith. It was an_indorse- 
ment on one of the bogus checks. 


Gypsie Gyps 


N last month’s supplement, we made ref- 

erence to a group of gypsies, who were 
traveling through Pennsylvania, swindling 
bankers by an intricate system of making 
change. During the past few days, we have 
received word from a national organization 
complaining of losses sustained by bankers 
through a seemingly impossible approach on 
the part of gypsies. 

It appears that supposed gypsy fortune 
tellers are extracting bills from a roll of 
currency which they are permitted to hold, 
while ostensibly telling the bank employee's 
fortune. This form of loss is occasioned 
by contributory negligence in the full sense 
of the term and on this account our agents 
are not authorized to investigate them. 
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More Counterfeit Certification Stamps 


Nhe: years ago we began sounding 
warnings concerning the activities of 
criminals who have been purchasing Italian 
lire or securities from unsuspecting brokers 
and in payment gave bogus certified checks. 

It now seems that one or more members 
of this band have hit upon a quicker method 
of attack, carried out in the following man- 


ner: 

ANTONIO CORTESE (2265), after 
opening an account and establishing credit 
at a New York bank, negotiated with a 
brokerage house for the purchase of Liberty 
Bonds, giving in payment a certified check 
against his account. Having also estab- 
lished himself with the broker, Cortese 
placed another order for a larger number 
of Liberty Bonds. Upon learning the exact 


figure that the purchase would entail, he 
arranged for payment in the form of a cer- 
tified check. 

When the certified check was put through 
for collection, it was paid, but subsequently 
it was found that the check given the broker 
was a duplicate of the check that was issued 
by the bank. In other words, the operator, 
after having this check certified, had a 
counterfeit made of the genuine certifica- 
tion stamp and then drew up a fac-simile 
of the genuine check, and it was this dupli- 
cate check that he presented to the broker. 
Before the fake certified check cleared back 
to the drawee bank, the forger returned to 
the bank, giving a plausible excuse for re- 
deeming the genuine certified check in cash, 
secured reimbursement thereon, and was 


Ruby and Ray Krans Arrested 


Ruby Krans 


UBY (2123) and RAY KRANS (2268) 

were arrested in Tulsa, Okla., follow- 
ing their extensive spreading of worthless 
_ checks throughout the South and Middle- 
West. Though Ray Krans was the maker 
of the checks, it was the woman who man- 
aged to cash them in each instance. 

Their activities ranged from Florida, along 
the Gulf of Mexico, westward to Texas, 
and thence north throughout Iowa, Kansas 
and Illinois. We have received many com- 
plaints regarding the depredations of this 
couple. They are now in custody in Albany, 


A Backward Oriental 


criminal successfully im- 
personated a countryman, who was a 
depositor in a Los Angeles bank, and cashed 
four forged checks. The crook is described 
as being 22 to 24 years of age, about 5 feet 
4 inches tall, weighs about 134 pounds; 
black hair; black eyes, giving the appear- 
ance of a Filipino or Japanese rather than 
a Chinaman, and wore working clothes. 


Ray Krans 


Ga., where they were arrested by Sheriff 
O. F. Traver. Member banks who have 
been taken in by them are urged to lodge 
detainer warrants with the Georgia police. 
Ruby Krans is described as being 32 years 
of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 215 
pounds, fair complexion, dark brown hair, 
displays a number of gold crowns on upper 
and lower teeth. Ray Krans is described 
as about 39 years of age, 5 feet 7% inches 
tall, weighs 165 pounds, florid complexion, 
dark brown hair, blue eyes, and has the 
appearance of being ruggedly built. 


Stolen Liberty Bonds 


HE First Citizens Corporation, of Co- 

lumbus, Ohio, reports the loss of two 
$1,000 Liberty Bonds, which disappeared 
from their institution during May of this 
year. The bonds are of the Fourth Liberty 
Loan, numbers HO1171458 and DO2242474. 
In the event an attempt is made to nego- 
tiate them, payment should be deferred and 
the above institution promptly notified. 


listed among the missing when the crime 
was finally discovered. 

A few days later the same crook or an 
accomplice repeated the attack under the 
alias of Frank Salvati. Cortese, alias Sal- 
vati, is described as: 45 to 50 years of age, 
5 feet 8% inches tall, weighs 180 to 190 
pounds, straight dark hair, dark sallow com- 
plexion, heavy dark eyebrows, small mus- 
tache, heavy dark beard, stout build, broad 
shoulders, wide mouth, very straight teeth, 
square-type face, and a small scar on his 
forehead. He is an Italian with Neapoli- 
tan accent, and is said to be a native of 
Avellino, Italy. Watch for his reappear- 
ance, not only for an arrest, but also to 
avoid payment on his duplicate check. 


Adler’s Pupils? 


GROUP of forgers, whose style closely 
resembles the methods followed by 
the notorious JOE ADLER group, is 
working along the west coast, centering 
activities in San Francisco and vicinity. 
These operators obtained blank checks 
from a brokerage concern, and after mak- 
ing the paper payable to “Cash” or “Cur- 
rency,” they found it comparatively easy to 
negotiate them. For the benefit of all mem- 
ber banks, and particularly those on the 
Pacific Coast, attention is drawn to previ- 
ous warnings and photographs of the Adler 
gang. They will be found on page 2 of the 
August, 1925; January, 1926; February, 
1926, and April, 1926, issues of this section. 
One of the band reported in California, 
who seems a new accomplice, is described 
as being about 45 years of age, about 6 feet 
tall, weighs about 165 pounds, dark swarthy 
complexion, dark hair, full round face, Ital- 
ian or French appearance, wore a light gray 
suit and a_ straight-brimmed hat, turned 
down in front. Another member is described 
as 30 years of age, about 5 feet 10 inches 
tall, weight about 165 pounds, medium com- 
plexion, smooth face, affects dark blue 
clothes and a. gray fedora hat. 


A Mute Crook 


ee HOUGH apparently handicapped through 
his inability to talk or hear, C. H. AB- 
BOTT (2269) manages to travel exten- 
sively throughout the country, swindling 
banks and individuals. Abbott generally ap- 
proaches the bankers and, with the aid of 
pencil and paper, manages to convey the 
idea that he wants a check cashed. He usu- 
ally produces two pass-books on Charles- 
ton, W. Va., banks, showing substantial bal- 
ances, for “identification” purposes. 

His apparent difficulty creates an aureate 
sympathy, thereby enabling him to cash his 
worthless paper, usually in denominations 
of $5. Abbott is about 24 years of age, 
weighs about 180 pounds, and of athletic 
build. He invariably see that he is 
hiking across the country. 
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Frazier Busy Again 


Norman Frasier 


FRAZIER (1734) appears 
not to have lost much time in renewing 
his criminal activities following his release 
from the Missouri State Prison, where he 
served a two-year sentence for forgery. Our 
agents report that he recently worked in 
Seattle, Wash., and there are several losses 
as a result of his activities. This operator 
formerly specialized in the passing of forged 
certified checks, whereas his most recent 
forgeries dealt with the common variety of 
the ordinary worthless form. 

Frazier is now about 33 years of age, 
5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs about 150 pounds, 
medium built, ruddy complexion, brown 
eyes, medium chestnut hair, is smooth 
shaven and is reported to have gone to the 
east coast. 


Turk Wanted 


David Clyde Turk 


is being offered by the po- 
lice of Hazelhurst, Miss., for the arrest 
of DAVID CLYDE TURK (1738), an old 
worthless check swindler, who has been 
active in various sections of the country 
over a period of years. Turk has been 
arrested numerous times on charges result- 
ing from his crooked activities. A success- 
ful conviction followed each arrest until a 
year ago, when he was again apprehended 
in Pennsylvania, but as no action was taken 
against him, he was released. Nothing was 
heard from him until recently, when word 
was received that he had renewed his activi- 
ties in Mississippi. 

This man is a dangerous crook, who is 
described as 37 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches 
tall, weighing about 112 pounds, very slen- 


der, has a dark complexion, dark blue eyes 
and black hair. 


Prove Every Pay Check 


MONG the variety of losses suffered by 
banks, many are attributed to a simple 
form of swindle, namely, the cashing of 
what appears to be ordinary pay checks. It 
seems to be an easy matter for a crook to 
represent himself as a laborer or salesman 
and palm off worthless paper, purporting to 
be issued by some manufacturing, business 
or sales organization. 

The success of this form of fraud is more 
likely when tried upon merchants, as their 
confidence is influenced by the lure of a 
sales profit. But the banker should never 
be accused of handing out money merely 
because the appearance of the man conforms 
with his story. To safeguard himself, the 
banker has only one rule to adopt, and that 
is the elimination of the practice of cashing 
checks for strangers unless the identification 
is absolute or protection is afforded by - 
genuine indorsement. 


Forgery with Finality 
a slicker in Boston, Mass., is 
awarded the palm for thoroughness in 
forging, negotiating and finally destroying 
checks. 

This crook selected a very active account 
with a large balance, and then set to work 
hanging his paper all over town. Passing 
fourteen checks within thirty days and un- 
willing to let a good thing die, the criminal 
sent a boy to the bank at the end of the 
month for the statement. Oddly enough, he 
thus obtained possession of the monthly bal- 
ance sheet and canceled vouchers, and, after 
destroying the forged checks, he erased the 
entries, covering his forgeries and prepared 
the sheet anew, so that it appeared to bal- 
ance with the depositor’s stub figures. 

But the crook was not as clever in mak- 
ing alterations as he was in forging namés, 
for the erasures aroused the depositor’s sus- 
picion, and prompt notice to the bank gave 
our agents an early start on the investi- 
gation. 

Despite the carelessness in handling a de- 
positor’s statement and vouchers to an un- 
identified messenger, and thereby facilitating 
the destruction of important evidence, our 
agents have secured positive identification of 
the criminal. His arrest now rests more 
upon threading the evidence together than 
searching for the crook. 


$7,500 Reward 


 Septeditggpiee amounting to $7,500 have 
been authorized by banks, business 
houses and merchants’ associations, in Nor- 
wood, Ohio, for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of the holdup men 
who attacked two of the employees of the 
First National Bank of Norwood, on April 
30, last, killing one of them and seriously 
injuring another. Any information of value 
should be immediately communicated to the 
Chief of Police of Norwood, the Ohio 
Bankers Association, Huntington Bank 
Building, Columbus, Ohio, or this depart- 
ment. 


Escapes Extradition 


R. S. Cart, alias C. C. Fell. 


R S. CART (2270) has managed to 
¢ elude the stern hand of justice over 
a period of years owing to the small amounts 
of loss in each of his frauds. Invariably 
the authorities fail to extradite him after 
capture due to the expense of extradition 
exceeding the loss suffered from any one of 
his misdeeds. 

He was recently arrested in Columbus, 
Ohio, but was released, as none of the de- 
fendant banks were willing to risk the cost 
of prosecution. He is thus free to again 
resume petty thieving, and will doubtless 
repay his benefactors for their kindness by 
inveigling other banks to contribute toward 
his freedom. Cart is also known as C. C. 
Fell, the subject of a warning upon page 19 
of our September, 1922, section. He is 63 
years of age, 5 feet 9% inches tall, weighs 
193 pounds, has light blue eyes, a ruddy 
complexion and is medium stout. 


Nervous Norton 


— L. NORTON (1871) has re- 
newed his attacks following a lull in 
his activities for the past few months. Nor- 
ton is now reported in Ohio, where he is 
trying to work the old gag of being a con- 
tractor on a government job. 
Approaching a butcher in Mansfield re- 
cently, he entered into negotiations to pro- 
vide meat for his mythical gang of work- 
men. During the discussions, he attempted 
to cash a check. This favor was denied 
him and subsequent investigation proved 


that the concern he claimed to represent 


was not in Washington. Norton has many 
aliases, is a nervous type and usually adopts 
a new name with each venture. 

He is known under the following aliases: 
Edward Graham, alias Vernon D. Willis. 
alias Chas. T. Manning, alias George L. 
Mathews. He is about 42 years of age, 
about 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs about 150 
to 160 pounds, has light complexion and 
light hair and usually wears a slouch hat, 
good clothes, tan shoes. 

A specimen of his handwriting is shown 


below. 
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More Fake Traveler’s Checks 


THE 


GRAIN 


os 


we 19 


EXCHANGE BANK 
THE CITY Ok NEW YORK 


$10.00 


TEN DOLLARS OR ITS EQUIVELANT 


Fehon : 


Presclent 


GRAIN EXCHANGE BANK OF NEW YORK 


CAHIR 


One of the crudely designed checks being passed throughout Arkansas by Lon S. Mix 


A’ operator calling himself LON S. MIX 
(2274) is passing bogus traveler’s 
checks throughout Arkansas. These checks 
are crudely designed, and there should be 
no occasion for wide-awake bankers suffer- 
ing a loss. The face of the instrument is 
printed in black, with $10 printed in the 
Sd margins and bears the name of G. M. 
Beverly, cashier, rubber-stamped in the 


lower right corner. Another rubber-stamp 
notice is located in the lower left corner, 
reading as follows: “This Check Will Be 
Paid When Presented to the Grain Ex- 
change Bank, New York City. L. W. Fisher, 
President.” The bank is a _ non-existent 
institution. The operator has thus far been 
successful in negotiating this paper among 
business men and at gasoline stations. 


Sneak Thieves in Middle West 


ROM reports recently received from De- 

troit, it is apparent that three clever 
sneak thieves, who operated several months 
ago in New York City, and New Haven, 
Conn., have transferred their activities to 
the Middle West. Inasmuch as their first 
attack bore fruit, it might be well for all 
member banks to caution their tellers to 
use every safeguard to protect currency 
against removal by the use of a cane with 
gum on the end or a dart attached to a 
string. These crooks use various ruses to 
detract attention of the interested employee, 
at the same time skillfully guarding the 
actual thief from the public. 

The method generally employed is to 
cover various banks, and where laxity is 
noted on the part of the employees, they 


at once center their attention on that insti- 
tution. By the use of a fake telephone call, 
the employee is called from his work, 
whereupon the thief inserts a magnetic in- 
strument in the window opening and in this 
manner extracts a bundle of currency. An 
accomplice usually stands directly back of 
the first crook, shielding him from the gaze 
of those in the bank by spreading a news- 
paper, giving the impression of reading and 
turning the pages. 

We will not furnish a description of these 
operators, as this is immaterial, but we do 
suggest that a special warning be given to 
all employees who handle currency and come 
in contact with the public, as they alone can 
stop these Punch and Judy performances. 


Routheau Fakes Deal 


E D. ROUTHEAU (2267), assisted by 
* several accomplices, is very active at 
present. He represents himself as a busi- 
ness man, desirous of locating in any city 
that promises success for his swindling 
schemes. 

Recently Routheau spent a day and a half 
in Wilmot, S. D., negotiating with a res- 
taurant proprietor for the purchase of his 
place of business. The matter having been 
finally settled, he gave a check for $500 as 
abinder. At this time he opened an account 
ina local bank and was greeted by the 
bankers with a cordiality usually accorded 
to legitimate new business ventures. After 
depositing a medium-sized check, one of the 
accomplices called at the bank and cashed 
a fair-sized check. The bankers, having be- 


come suspicious, investigated and learned 
that Routheau had no account at the drawee 
bank, but by this time the operators, as 
usual, had disappeared. 

It may be possible that Routheau may try 
his game elsewhere, using a pass-book of 
the First State Bank, of Wilmot, S. D., or 
bogus checks drawn on the Jerould County 
Bank, Jerould, S. D. Routheau is about 
30 years of age, 5 feet 3 inches tall, weighs 
125 pounds, dark complexion, thin face, and 
affects gray clothes and cap. 

One of his accomplices is 30 years of age, 
5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs about 180 
pounds, full-faced, light complexion, and 
wore light trousers and a dark coat. These 
men traveled in a Ford coupé and were 
accompanied by a third party. 


An Apt Pupil 


W C. MARKHAM (2271), alias W. 
¢ A. Smith, has reappeared in Ar- 
kansas, where he is again passing bogus 
checks among hotels, merchants and bank- 
ers. This operator has. adopted forms of 
checks similar to those used by J. W. 
MILLER (2223), whose operations are de- 
scribed upon page 2 of the June issue. At 
first it was believed that Markham was 
Miller, but reports from various parts of 
the country show that Miller could hardly 
cover such a wide territory that is involved. 

Consequently, as Miller has at various 
times worked with associates, one of whom 
is now in jail, we feel that Markham may 
be working under Miller’s guidance, but 
apart from his old tutor. Markham puts 
his checks across wherever possible, where- 
as Miller cultivates bankers before operat- 
ing. In his last few operations, Markham 
has claimed to represent the Lambert Phar- 
macal Company (Miller’s pet medium), and 
also “W. C. Markham, handler of Furs, 
Wool and Hides.” 

None of his victims has been able to fur- 
nish a description of this crook, and we can 
only repeat that member banks should avoid 
the assumption of any unnecessary credit 
risk by cashing checks for strangers, re- 
gardless of how pressing their needs may 
seem. 


Wanted for Fraud 


Peter King, alias John Long 


P= KING (2272), alias John Long, 
is wanted by the American Surety Com- 
pany, New York City, on charges made by 
a Brooklyn bank. King defrauded this 
institution by means of a series of forged 
checks. He is reported to have left town 
in company with a woman known as MAE 
CHUSANA (2299), who aided him in his 
crooked transactions. 

King is described as being 35 years of 
age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs about 165 
pounds, has very prominent ears and sev- 
eral scars on his face. He is a typical 
German-American. The woman is about 
28 years old, 5 feet 4 inches tall, weighs 
about 200 pounds, has dark bobbed hair and 
is Italian. 
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Phone Identification 


N old-timer using the name of J. H. 
EMBRE (2281), and skilled in the art 
of bank swindling, showed ingenuity and 
daring that is common with veteran pro- 
fessionals by putting over a fast trick on 
the branch manager of a large New York 
bank. This case is just another which 
shows the real need of tangible evidence in 
establishing the identity of strangers before 
advancing them cash. 

Embre, who claimed to be well known 
to one of the bank’s main office officials, 
represented himself to a branch manager 
as J. W. Embree, of the Rittenhouse & Em- 
bree Lumber Company, Chicago, II]. The 
branch manager, being uncertain of the 
stranger’s identity, took what he thought 
was an additional safeguard in the form of 
a telephone conversation with the main office, 
which unfortunately resulted in the paying 
of funds to an unidentified stranger. 

The check that Embre tendered was 
drawn on the Buffalo Trust Company, Buf- 
falo, N. Y., and was promptly returned 
marked “no account.” Embre is known to 
us under the following aliases: J. H. Le- 
land, N. Spangler, and C. H. Miner. He 
is past 40 years of age, about 5 feet 6 inches 
tall, weighs about 180 pounds, thickly set, 
swarthy complexion, gray hair, dark eyes, 
and is smooth-shaven. 


Mail Box Thieves 


For years mail box thieves have waxed 
fat on proceeds obtained through cashing 
of checks obtained through rifling of hall 
mail boxes. Our agents have met with 
considerable success in reducing this form 
of forgery but the scheme continues, and 
there is only one real solution for the banks: 
“Stop cashing checks for strangers without 
absolute proof of identity.” 

Depositors should also be made to realize 
the seriousness of the loss of their vouchers 
in the mails. They- should be instructed 
that upon missing these they should imme- 
diately advise the banker in order to give 
the latter an opportunity to guard against 
the possibility of an attack against the par- 
ticular account. 


Stolen Travelers’ Checks 


following checks, issued by the 
Central State Bank of Buffalo, Okla., 
were stolen from W. F. Tucker, of the 
same town: American Express Travelers’ 
Checks Nos. C3,765,395 and C3,765,396 in 
the amount of $50 each; cashier’s check 
for $4,000, issued by the above bank May 5, 
1926, and payable to W. F. Tucker. Any 
further knowledge regarding the above pa- 
per should be communicated to the Central 
State Bank at Buffalo, Okla., and the near- 
est office of our detective agents. 


Stolen Pay Checks 


WARRANT has been issued for the 

arrest of J. C. WOOD (2273), a for- 
mer employee of the Seaboard Air Line, 
Savannah, Ga. Wood, upon leaving the 
employ of this railroad, appropriated a book 
of pay checks, numbered from 14200 to 
14800. Since April 1. the date of his dis- 
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appearance, Wood has forged the signatures 
of Division Auditor R. H. Helmentoller, 
and Division Paymaster T. J. Pare, Tampa, 
Fla., on the above checks, which are usu- 
ally made out for $73.50. They were passed 
in Florida, Arkansas, Tennessee and In- 
diana. 

In every instance, Wood has used his 
right name and should easily be recognized. 
He is described as being from 40 to 45 years 
of age, 5 feet 8 or 9 inches tall, weighs 
about 185 pounds, has a red face, grayish 
black hair, “pop” eyes. 


Opening Accounts 


T times the operations of criminals call 
for a tremendous waste of energy with 
only small returns. This is especially true 
of criminals in the embryonic stage, but 
they are potential crooks of the future, con- 
sequently their activities should be curbed 
before they develop into professionals. 

J. J. HAMMOND (2275) is such a crimi- 
nal. He recently opened an account with 
a bank at Warren, Ohio, using a worthless 
check drawn on the Old Citizens National 
Bank, Zanesville, Ohio. Next we find him 
busily engaged in opening accounts in banks 
throughout the State. Due to the crude- 
ness of his style, he failed to obtain money 
from his transactions except from trusting 
individuals. In his travels he picked up nu- 
merous pass-books and may use them in the 
future to further his activities. 

Hammond is of slight build, weighs about 
135 pounds, has a_ sharp-featured face, 
prominent nose, a generally unkempt ap- 
pearance, and affects gray clothes. 


Warning 


OE BENNY (2276), alias Joe Bennard, 

alias Joe Auerbach, operated successfully 
against a bank in Pocatello, Idaho. This 
criminal is a migratory individual, who gen- 
erally obtains employment either as a soda 
clerk or an auto mechanic. He readily 
makes friends and then begins his practice 
of passing forged paper. Benny is about 
25 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 
about 145 pounds, has light hair, blue eyes 
and is a good dresser. 


MARTIN W. BOLTON (2277), alias 
George R. Tucker, a _ cultured  crimi- 
nal from Boston, is charged with forging 
the name of a prominent lawyer on a check 
which was later certified. Bolton is about 
25 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 
160 pounds, has a light complexion, blond 
hair, is slim and round-shouldered. 


J. B. BROWN (2278) is again visiting 
Arkansas. He has a criminal record 
in North Carolina and has been passing 
bogus checks throughout Arkansas. This 
crook represented himself as district super- 
intendent for the Commercial Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, District No. 233. He 
negotiates with business men for the feed- 
ing of a large crew of men that he claims 
is working for him, and will come to town 
in a day or two for a protracted job. He 
cultivates one or two of the restaurant 
keepers, and after a few days’ acquaint- 
anceship he buys meal tickets, giving bogus 
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drafts, drawn on out-of-town banks, in ex- 
cess of the amount of the purchases. Re. 
cent operations were in Elaine, Altus, and 
Stamps, Ark. ; 


A crook using tit name of C. C. COLE 
(2279) swindled an Ogden, Utah, instity- 
tion when he passed a forged instrument 
in the name of one of the bank’s customers 
and obtained a series of cashier’s checks, 
Cole is described as being about 40 years 
of age, 6 feet tall, weighs about 180 pounds, 
fair complexion, brown hair, and is of an 
athletic build. At the time of the depreda- 
tion, the criminal wore gray clothes, includ- 
ing cap and suit. 


EARL H. CUMMINGS (2280) is false- 
ly representing himself as being connected 
with an artificial silk company desirous of 
locating a factory site. After establishing 
friendly relations in the community, he pro- 
ceeds to defraud those who have accepted 
his yarns. He was last heard of in Vir- 
ginia, and is about 40 years old, 6 feet tall, 
weighing anywhere from 225 to 250 pounds, 
is affable in manner and talks with a high 
falsetto voice. He is probably a chemist, 
at least he appears to be well versed in the 
subject. 


While working as a porter for a print- 
ing concern in Kansas City, Mo., CHARLES 
GRAY (2282), a negro, stole several blank 
checks belonging to his employer and forged 
his signature thereon. Being known at his 
employer’s bank, he had no difficulty in pass- 
ing his forged paper. Gray often spoke 
of going to Los Angeles, consequently banks 
in that locality should watch for this col- 
ored criminal. He is about 19 or 20 years 
of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, has a brown 
skin, uneven teeth, well-greased hair combed 
back from forehead, and affects the “sheik” 


type. 


Attempts have been made to defraud 
banks throughout the metropolitan district, 
especially those adjacent to New York City, 
by a man calling himself JOHN GREG- 
ORY (2283), alias Thomas Gregory. He 
is passing bogus checks drawn on the Hugue- 
not Trust Company, of New Rochelle, 
N. Y., which are usually for large amounts. 


#00 1 


EDWARD C. HESS (2286), alias Lewis 
Heller, is held by the Baltimore, Md., police, 
where the prisoner admitted having floatel § 
a number of worthless checks in Florida 
Any member bank interested in this fellow, 
who is believed to have also used the alias § 
of G. Lulop, Dominic de Santo, Frank Mar 
zano, etc., will probably find that the pris 
oner in Baltimore answers the descriptiat 
of the party using the above aliases. 


JOHN F. HANSON (2284), supposed: 
ly a Greensboro, N. C., tobacco mam, * 


6 
e 
v 
5 
¢ 
Nat 
erat 
on | 
then 
Yor! 
— the 
erate 
of a 
R. 
: . 
ticeal 
loss 
watcl 
So: 
; ator 
alias 
Mike 
(d 


Lewis 
police, 


floatel 


lorida. 
fellow, 


aliass § 


< Mar 
e pris 
sription 


pposet: 
man, 


Juty, 1926 


AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 


spreading a good deal of bogus paper in 
Virginia and West Virginia. His checks 
always call for $227.65 and are drawn on 
the American Exchange National Bank of 
Greensboro, N. C. They are printed in 
black and are numbered from 9500 up. 
There is a printed signature on the instru- 
ment and a line for the written one just 
underneath. 

The left lower portion of the check bears 
the following inscription: “John F. Hanson, 
Tobacco, Greensboro, N. C.” This man is 
unknown and has no account at the Greens- 
boro bank, 


A Real Persuader 


RANK HARTMAN (2285), alias Frank 

Zillig, is capitalizing a letter he received 
some time ago from the Meyer-Kiser Bank, 
Miami, Fla., to back up bogus certified 
checks made out to his order. Our agents 
believe that this criminal is working under 
a number of other aliases, such as Koester- 
ling, Andrew Sanford, and Frank Peterson. 

His method includes the opening of an 
account, after which he deposits several 
genuine certified checks, thereby establishing 
credit which merely leads to the final stroke 
of passing the bogus paper. We are unable 
to s.pply a description of this man at pres- 
ent, but reasonable care on the part of bank- 
ers in the paying of funds on any uncol- 
lected item will save them trouble and pre- 
yent loss. 


Bogus Chase Cashier’s 
Checks 


ETROIT. and other Michigan cities 
have been flooded with a series of 
bogus cashier’s checks drawn on the Chase 
National Bank, New York City. The op- 
erator is a printer and has made revisions 
on original check forms of the American 
State Bank of Detroit in order to make 
them resemble cashier’s checks or New 
York drafts. 
There is a dead give-away, however, in 
the fact that the writer is decidedly illit- 
erate. His penmanship resembles the work 


of a child, his forging of the signature of ~ 


R. M. Allen, cashier, being especially no- 
ticeable. For this reason there has been no 


loss sustained by any bank. Nevertheless, 
watching for these checks may avoid loss. 

Some of the aliases used by this oper- 
ator are: GEORGE NICOLOFF (2289), 
alias R. M. Allen, alias F. W. Dallby, alias 
Mike Petroff, alias R. W. Slayton. . 


ror 


Recently a waitress in a Granite City, 
Mo., restaurant suddenly left town. Soon 
after her departure several checks came to 
light which were forgeries. She used the 
fictitious name of “BOBBIE” LEE (2287) 
in cashing the paper, and is described as 
being about 30 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches 
tall, weighs about 135 pounds, is stockily 
built, has black hair, brown eyes, and is a 
very plain dresser. 


Tattooed Crook 


RANCIS B. MACLEOD (2288) has 

disappeared from his usual abode in 
Richmond, Va., but before leaving he passed 
a number of forged checks. The criminal 
worked in a local dry-goods store and left 
his position rather suddenly. It was later 
discovered that he took along a supply of 
blank company checks, which he used to 
swindle a number of the local business men, 
including his landlady. 

Macleod is a former sailor, described as 
about 24 to 27 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches 
tall, weighs about 145 pounds, has a long 
square face and blond hair. A battleship 
is tattooed upon his chest, and the names 
of various seaports are also tattooed on his 
left arm, one being Hong-Kong. He is a 
fluent talker on the subject of Asia. 


G. F. PEEL (2290) is passing worthless 
checks drawn on the Farmers Bank, Sedalia, 
Ohio, where he and his father formerly had 
an account. Peel is defrauding merchants 
for the most part, and is 24 years of age, 
5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs about 150 pounds, 
has brown hair, and is usually well dressed. 


H. O. RAY (2291) is a bogus-check 
swindler whose most recent activities have 
been staged in Ohio. Due to the alertness 
of the employees of the central branch of 
the Citizens Trust and Savings Bank at 
Columbus, his attempt to put one over in 
that city died a natural death. He opened 
an account with a large check drawn on the 
First National Bank, Bluefield, W. Va., 
claiming to have received it following the 
sale of his property. The next day he again 
appeared at the bank and presented a check 
for $750, drawn against the Central Trust 
Company, of Harrisburg, Pa. 

This check was apparently certified, but 
the bank refused to accept it until they had 
verified its genuineness. A telegram brought 
the information that it was bogus. Ray is 
about 35 to 40 years of age, about 5 feet 
7 inches tall, very heavy set, has a ruddy 
complexion, and is a modest dresser. 


A member bank in Florida avoided loss 
by treating a forged check bearing false 
certification the same as other less preten- 
tious items presented by strangers taking it 
for collection only. In this instance the 
check was drawn for $850, and the crook 
represented himself as D. H. ROBINSON 
(2293), who we believe formerly operated 
in Louisiana as D. H. Robertson. He is 
known in Floral City, Fla., and is described 
as being about 40 years of age, height not 
given, weighs about 200 pounds, dark com- 
plexion and clean-shaven. When last seen 
he wore a light striped suit and is sup- 
posed to be working southward. Any knowl- 
edge of this fellow’s whereabouts or appre- 


hension should be dispatched promptly to 
the Citrus County Bank, in Inverness, Fla. 


H. D. REED (2292) went shopping re- 
cently and bought a few gold watches and 
chains at several jewelry establishments in 
Boston. In payment he gave checks drawn 
on local banks, and being very accommo- 
dating he waited until they had the checks 
certified before taking his wares. The for- 
geries were excellent and were not discov- 
ered until the rightful depositor obtained 
possession of his cancelled checks. 

This swindler is described as being about 
25 to 30 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 
weighs about 145 pounds, has a decidedly 
dark complexion, pimpled skin, and is quite 
thin, with stooped shoulders. Another char- 
acteristic is in carrying his head down. 


F. W. SEAMAN (2294) was arrested 
in July, 1924, by our agents as a result of 
his activities against a Trenton, N. J., bank- 
ing concern. At that time he was convicted 
and sentenced to a prison term. Within the 
last month or so our agents reported that 
a crook using the same name was active in 
Pennsylvania and could be found in the 
neighborhood of the Sesquicentennial 
grounds at Philadelphia, or in Atlantic City, 


It is apparent that, having received his 
freedom from prison, this fellow is again 
making himself obnoxious to bankers. Sea- 
man was last reported as traveling in a 
Durant sport model touring car, New York, 
1925, license No. 1-522-186. He is described 
as about 48 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches 
tall, weighs about 140 pounds, has a red 
face, and is very talkative. 


A. M. STARCHER (2295) attempted to 
pass a bogus check at the Ohio Bank and 
Savings Company, Findlay, Ohio. His plan 
was thwarted by the bank employees refus- 
ing to pay against uncollected funds. Fail- 
ing to secure cash, he opened a savings ac- 
count with the instrument, which was for- 
warded to the First National Bank, Fair- 
mount, W. Va., the bank it was drawn on. 
It was subsequently returned marked “no 
account,” but the operator obtained posses- 
sion of a pass-book and may use it in estab- 
lishing his identity elsewhere. 


J. R. SULLIVAN (2296), working in 
Chicago, Indianapolis, and Tulsa, is passing 
checks which are supposed to have been 
issued by the Hamilton-Brown Shoe Com- 
pany, of St. Louis, Mo. The name of this 
concern is printed across the top of the 
check and again in the signature space in 
the lower right-hand corner. The operator 
has made no effort to imitate the signatures 
of the officers of the concern, nor does he 
hesitate to use fictitious names. 

He is described as being about 38 years 
of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 170 
pounds, light complexion, rather light, sandy 
hair and smooth-shaven. 


HELEN WATERS (2297), an unusual- 
ly attractive young woman, visited Atlanta, 
Ga., about six weeks ago and made many 
friends through the claim that her father 
was a Grand Rapids, Mich., banker. Her 
newly found friends soon suffered losses 
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upon learning that their popular young 
friend had suddenly left town leaving sev- 
eral forged instruments behind her. 

This young woman is described as being 
23 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 
about 120 pounds, has blond bobbed hair, 
parted like a boy, is a good dresser and 
very attractive. 


Representing himself to be a member of 
the Detroit Rubber Products Company, Inc., 
of Detroit, Mich, ALBERT ZENNER 
(2298) is piling up profits through his sys- 
tem of cashing bogus checks at wayside 
gasoline stations and automobile establish- 
ments. His paper is drawn on the National 
Bank of Commerce, Detroit, and is usually 
for small sums. Unfortunately, our agents 
have not been supplied with an adequate 
description of this crook. 


Stolen Securities 


All members are warned against honor- 
ing the stocks and other securities listed 
below without communicating with Frank 
H. Cutshall, Vice-President of the Old Na- 
tional Bank of Fort Wayne, Ind. They were 
stolen on the morning of June 10, 1926, and 
are either registered in the name of, or as- 
signed to, Frank H. Cutshall, who offers 
a suitable reward for information leading 
to the return of these securities: 


American Art Textile Co., Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Common Stock Cert. Nos. 145 and 146. Pre- 
ferred Stock Cert. Nos. 145 and 146. 

Anthony Wayne Motor Co., Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Common Stock Cert. Nos. 12 to 16 inclusive. 

Citizens Trust ya Wayne, Ind. Stock 
Cert. Nos. 522 an 

Citizens State Bank, Monroeville, Ind. Stock 
Cert. No. 11. ; 

Chicago, South Bend & Northern Ind. Railway 
Co., South Bend, Ind. Preferred Stock Cert. 
No. D71. 

W. E. Doud Building Company, Fort Wayne, 

The Engineering Co., Fort Wayne, Ind. Com- 
mon Stock Cert. Nos. 31, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 
44, 56, 66, 68, 69, 70. 

ind. Common Stock Cert. No. 32. 

Fort Wayne Country Club, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Stock Cert. No. 156. 

Fort Wayne Investment Co., Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Common Stock Cert. Nos. 8 and 27. 

Fort Wayne Corrugated Paper Co., Fort Wayne, 
Ind. Stock Cert. No. 1269. 

Friars Athletic Club. Stock Cert. No. 28. 

Fort Wayne, Van Wert & Lima Traction Co., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. Preferred Stock Cert. Nos. 
261 and 345. 

31 Certificates of Deposit for Ist Mtg. 5%, 20 
Year Gold Bonds. 

Greater Fort Wayne Development Co., Fort 
Wayne, Ind. Stock Cert. No. 74. 

Horton Mfg. Co., Fort Wayne, Ind. Common 
Stock Cert. Nos. 270, 312, 319, 321, 322, 323, 324, 
4 331, 332, 337, 338, 339, 340, 353, 402, 405, 
40 


Industrial Loan & Investment Co., Fort Wayne, 
Ind. Stock Cert. No. 243. 

Indiana, Columbus & Eastern Traction Co., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 15 Certificates of Deposit. 

Interstate Airways Co., Inc., Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Common Stock Cert. No. 6. 

International X-Ray Corporation, Chicago, III. 
Common Stock Cert. Nos. 99 and 108. 

Lincoln National Life Ins. Co., Fort Wayne, 
Ind. Common Stock Cert. Nos. 4027, 4029, 4031 
and 4032. 

La Grange County Telephone Co.. La Grange, 
Ind. Common Stock Cert. Nos. 9, 67. 68 and 69. 

Bad Lima Club, Lima, Ohio. Stock Cert. No. 


Northern Indiana Railway Syndicate, South 
Bend, Ind. Stock Cert. No. 6. 

Ohio Syndicate. Stock Cert. No. 178. 

The Old National Bank of Fort Wayne, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. Stock Cert. Nos. 631, 632, 633, 646, 
649, 652. 666, 667, 669, 772, 776, 962, 963, 1003, 
1074, 1075, 1076, 1077, and 1086. . 

Randall Investment Co., Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Stock Cert. Nos. 7 and 23. 

Service Finance Co., Fort Wayne, Ind. Stock 
= Nos. 4 and 10. Preferred Stock Cert. No. 

Tri State Toan & Trust Co., Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Stock Cert. No. 875. 

Herman Tapp Construction Co., Fort Wayne, 
Ind. Stock Cert. No. 2. 


United States of America. 3rd Bond No. 
885011 Par $100. 

Wayne Auto Equipment Co., Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Common Stock Cert. Nos. 25 to 29 inclusive, 95, 
112, and 115. 

taps Engr. & Contracting Co. Stock Cert. 


62. 

Wayne Hardware Co., Fort Wayne, Ind. Com- 
mon Stock Cert. Nos. 3 to 6 inclusive, 10, 198, 
217, 226, 227, 232, 234, 262, 263, 265, 266, 267, 
268, 274, 275, 280, 282, 301, 302, 303, 304, 305 

Cashier’s Check of The Old National Bank of 
Fort Wayne, to Charles S. Todd for $500. 


An unknown crook negotiated several 
“cash” and “bearer” checks in Los Angeles 
which proved to be forgeries, the names of 
responsible customers of a large local bank 
being used. The criminal is adept in his 
work and very daring, as he scorns the idea 
of cashing his paper across the counter, but 
usually risks obtaining his money following 
collections through the clearings. This op- 
erator is about 45 years of age, 5 feet 3 
inches tall, dark complexion, and favors 
a derby hat. 


Following a burglary of the O. B. Riddle 
Motor Company establishment, in St. Louis, 
Mo., a number of stolen checks drawn on 
the Hodiamont Bank, St. Louis, have ap- 
peared, though not in the vicinity of the 
burglary. One of these checks was cashed 
in Detroit, Mich. It is supposed that the 
balance of this paper will ultimately find’ its 
way back to St. Louis unless member banks 
make definitely certain that they are not 
being swindled before accepting any of it 
in exchange for hard cash. 


Arrests 
Forgers, etc. 


COOK, LAWRENCE WADE—May, 
Bakersfield, Cal., county jail. 
DAVIS, MADELINE C.—Alias Maybelle 


E. Sommerville, alias Mrs. Mildred Sack-- 


heim, June 7, Brooklyn, N. Y., Hospital. 

FELDNER, CHAS. P.—May 29, New Or- 
leans, city jail. 

FRANZ, JOHN—Alias F. C. Davis, June 
25, Aberdeen, S. D., county jail. 

GIBSON, DONALD FRANCIS—Alias 
Claude Pelletier, alias E. Hecock, May 
18, San Francisco, city jail. 

HASTINGS, GEORGE C.—May, Kansas 
returned to Rawlins, Wyo., county jail. 

HUBBARD, W. M.—May 14, Holdenville, 
Okla., county jail. 

PERKINS, JOHN—Alias Jack Ryan, 
alias E. C. Aller, May 31, Okmulgee, 
Okla., county jail. 


PRIEST, J. H.—June 5, Georgia, returned 
to Atlanta, city jail. 

REILLY, HENRY—Alias A. Hess, May 
17, Spokane, Wash., city jail. 

STREATER, C. J.—(Colored), May 17, 
Bellevue, Pa., county jail. 

SURIANO, FRANK—Alias Frank 
bert, May 29, Thompson Falls, Montana 
county jail. 

WILTON, J. A—May 12, Los Angeles 
city jail. 

Burglars 

CAPER, HENRY—Alias French Joe, 
alias J. B. Williams, May, Miami, Fla, 
city jail. 

GRIFFIN, DAVID L.—Alias David L, 
Griffiths, alias Tennessee Slim, May 7, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., county jail. 


Holdup Robbers 


ANGLER, FERN—March 25, Great Bend, 
Kan., county jail. 

BARDWELL, MRS.—March 26, Great 
Bend, Kan., county jail. 

BOGOVICH, MIKE—May 27, Quincy, 
Cal., county jail. 

CAMPBELL, R. E.—May 8, Wichita Falls, 
Texas, returned to Larned, Kan., county 
jail. 

CONLEY, LEWIS—May 30, Pawhuska, 
Okla., returned to Claremore, Okla, 
county jail. 

EATON, CLARENCE—May 11, Anoka, 
Minn.; sentenced. 

GARRETT, ROBERT L.—Alias Chas, 
Bronson, alias John Garrett, May 21, 
New York, N. Y., city jail. 

LUNSFORD, JAMES—Alias John W. 
Roach, March 29, Hughesville,, Mo., re- 
turned to Sedalia, Mo., county jail. 

MILLER, FRED—Feb. 18, Springfield, IIL, 
county jail. 

RYAN, FRANK—Alias “Red” Ryan, 
June 3, Seattle, Wash., county jail. 

TUCEVICH, ROSE—May 27, Quincy, 
Cal., county jail. 

TUCEVICH, MRS. STELLA—May 27, 
Quincy, Cal., county jail. 

ZUBEC, PETER—May 27, Quincy, Cal., 
county jail. 


The detailed record of dispositions of 
forgers, hold-up men, burglars and con- 
fidence men is omitted from this issue but 
the figures are taken into account in the 
following table. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Aug. 31,} Since [Reported 
1925 | Aug.31,| June, 
1 1926 


|| 


925 
Forgers, etc.... 180 194 13 
Burglars....... 57 23 2 
Holdup robbers. 202 - 159 14 
Sneak thieves. . 3 1 
442 377 29 


Dispositions 


Dis- 
Con- | charged |Escaped] Total 


Total | victed | or Ac- | Insane |Awaiting 


quitted | or Died} Trial 


207 | 127 52 9 | 199 
25 12 7 2| a 
173 151 39 13 | 
igs 2 
406 | 290 99 m | as 
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ported to the Nearest Office of Our Agents. 


Any Frauds or Information Regarding Subjects Described in This Section Should Be Promptly Re- 
Protective Services Are Available Only When 


Notice Is Given Within Ten Days After Discovery of Loss, in Accordance with Reg- 
ulations Which Distinguish Between Preventable and Unpreventable Losses 
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The Check Forger 
Very Rarely 


Reforms 


Contents Noted by 
Vice-President .......... 
Assistant Cashier............ 
Receiving Teller............. 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CatirorNia, Los ANGELES.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 

CauirorNIA, SAN Francisco.—First National Bank Building. 

CoLorapo, DENVER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District oF CoLuMBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

Fiorina, Mram1.—220-221 Calumet Building. 

Georgia, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

Cu1caco.—1020 Otis Building. 

Louistana, New New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

MaryLAND, BALTIMORE.—Fidelity Building. 

MassacHuseEtTts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. 

MicuicaNn, Detroitr.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

Minnesota, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 

Missouri, Kansas City.—Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missourt, St. Louts.—Railway Exchange Building. 

NeprasKA, OMAHA.—756 Omaha National Bank Building. 

New York, Burrato.—D. S. Morgan Building. 

New York, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

Onto, Crncrnnati.—1012 Keith’s Theater Building. 
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Onto, CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 
Orecon, PorTLAND.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 
PENNSYLVANIA, PitrspurGH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 
TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Building. 
Texas, Datias.—614 Kirby Building. 

Texas, Houston.—1020 Keystone Building. 

Texas, SAN AnToNnIo.—606 Travis Building. 

Uran, Lake City.—525 Continental Building. 
WaAsHINGTON, SEATTLE—L. C. Smith Building. 
WASHINGTON, SPOKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 


FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CANADA, MontTREAL.—Transportation Building. 
CANADA, VANCOUVER.—605 Vancouver Block. 
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The Forger Rarely Reforms 


N handling money, securities and other instruments 
that are easily negotiable, every bank becomes a target 
for undivided profits to the crooks. Stealing automo- 
biles, merchandise, jewelry or even precious stones, is 

not only more cumbersome, but also means an uneven and 
costly split with their ally in trade, the “fence.” Whenever 
a bandit, burglar or forger attacks a bank, he strikes hard- 
est because banks afford direct access to, and can be 
depended upon to yield a greater haul of what he wants 
most—ready money. 

Probably due to their violent tendencies and the longer 
prison sentences imposed upon them, the burglar and 
holdup man, although presenting a greater menace to bank- 
ing, are short-lived and less intelligent than the forger. 

The histories of bank criminals on file in the Protective 
Department, prove that the average check forger seldom 
reforms. Police authorities have repeatedly emphasized 
this fact and there must be a lesson in the repeated trans- 
gressions of such criminals. The forger, by virtue of an 
undying urge to get something for nothing, without the 
trouble or risks encountered in banditry or burglary, is the 
most incorrigible of bank criminals. Instead of curing 
their weakness, prison terms often burn in them a stronger 
antagonism against the restraints of society ; so we find this 


type of crook invariably returning to his favorite game of 
defrauding those whose confidence he can gain. 

Honest work is irksome to the professional forger. He 
finds it easier to raise funds by a simple twist of the wrist, 
some perseverance and salesmanship in cashing his paper, 
Living high while the easy money lasts and confident in 
his ability of finding new victims when his funds are gone, 
he is often encouraged by the carelessness or credulous 
attitude of his intended victims. Upon arrest, he frequently 
manages to avoid a prison term by political influence, offer- 
ing restitution or appealing to sympathy and prevailing 
upon his victims not to prosecute, with the result that he is 
again let loose upon an unsuspecting public only to commit 
fresh crime. 

His main idea is to swindle for the safest and softest 
profit and if caught, to reimburse his victim by resorting 
to the business of “robbing Peter to pay Paul.” The only 
way to discourage criminals of this type is to make al 
strangers subjects for absolute identification before honor- 
ing their paper, stop coddling them after arrest and insist 
on vigorous prosecution to the full extent of the criminal 
laws. If this were always done, such criminals would be 
quickly discouraged, perhaps cured and set on the right 
track. 


Fake Factory Buyer Scores Again 


ARON ARONOWITZ (1426), is again 
busy, this time assuming the alias of 
Joseph Cohen. Aronowitz, whose true name 
we believe to be Herbert Grossman, is a 
smart operator working an_ attractive 
scheme that is the subject of numerous 
warnings in past issues of this Supplement. 
In articles appearing on page 4 of the 
January, 1926, and page 2 of the December, 
1924, issues, his alluring method of pro- 
cedure was explained, but his recent ac- 
tivities prompt another warning. 
Aronowitz usually claims to be a mem- 
ber of a reputable concern in a distant city, 
and is in town for the purpose of selecting 


crook recently operated in Virginia and suc- 
ceeded in securing several thousand dollars’ 
worth of Liberty Bonds, of the Fourth 
Issue, numbers D-00295644, E-01429225 and 
F-01429226 for $1,000 each. 

If member banks would bear in mind that 
sound banking practice requires complete 
investigation and the refusal to advance cash 
on uncollected items, they will save losses 
from attacks of criminals of this type. A 
wire to the issuing bank will determine its 
invalidity, prevent loss and should also re- 
sult in the ¢riminal’s apprehension. 

Aronowitz is described as 30 years of age, 
5 feet, 9 inches tall, weighs 135 pounds, 


a site where his company intends building 
another plant. Using a local realtor or 
Chamber of Commerce in his approach, 
Aronowitz is invariably entertained during 
negotiations as a welcome purchaser of the 
property. In due time he secures an intro- 
duction to a local bank, after which he 
opens an account, using a bogus cashier’s 


Herbert Grossman, alias Aaron Aronowitz 


check for his initial deposit. The check 
is for a large sum, ranging from $5,000 
to $35,000, and is drawn against before col- 
lection. 

Under the name of Joseph Cohen, this 


slight build, medium dark complexion, blue 
eyes, dark chestnut hair. This man is badly 
wanted for bail jumping in Johnstown, Pa, 
and in other cities for passing bogus checks. 
Should you recognize him or know of his 
whereabouts, detain him and immediately 
notify your local police and this depart- 
ment. 


Forged Letters on Bearer Checks 


HE idea of presenting forged letters to 

bank employees, requesting that a certain 
check presented by the bearer be paid, is a 
very old stunt, but is nevertheless too effec- 
tive for comfort; therefore care should be 
used when such letters are presented. A 
band of swindlers now operating in New 
York have employed this method with con- 


siderable success. 
In resorting to these letters, they some- 


times use the genuine letterhead of the de- 
positor, whose signature is forged. Again, 
they will reproduce a facsimile of the let- 
terhead with the exception of the telephone 
number. Instead of using the correct num- 
ber, they have inserted that of a public 
booth, located in some drug store. This is 
to safeguard them in the event the teller 
should become suspicious and call the de- 
positor to determine whether or not the 


transaction is genuine. One of the criminals 
is prepared to intercept the call, and readily 
assures the teller or bank employee that the 
transaction is bona fide. 

We find that in most instances where this 
operation is tried, the check is generally 
made payable to bearer or cash and carries 
a forged “O. K.” indorsement of the maker. 
The information to perfect the forgery was 
evidently secured by rifling hall letterboxes. 
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Adler’s Gang Divides 


pepe on the part of member banks 
to heed our warnings has resulted in 
heavy losses to them—losses which could 


have been avoided 
with reasonable care. 
It is useless to pub- 
lish these warnings 
if member banks 
will not avail them- 
selves of the oppor- 
tunities thus given 
to array themselves 
against well-organ- 
ized bands of crooks. 

Since March, 1925, 
we have repeatedly 
warned against the 
encroachments of the 
JOE ADLER mob 
of forgers and office 
thieves, but have had 
little cooperation 
from the banks. Our 
agents have caused 
the arrest of several 
members of this 
group time and again, but, due to influence 
and poor identifications plus the evils of the 
bail bond system, they were allowed to go 
scot free. 

Now that they have left Chicago, in search 


of greener pastures, the bankers have a bet- 
ter chance for conviction by cooperating 


with our agents to rearrest them where they 


Jacob Greenspawn, Ralph Beckman and Joe Adler 


will not be treated over-kindly. 

Recent developments indicate that the 
gang has divided into two separate camps. 
One group is working along the West Coast, 
particularly in Los Angeles and vicinity. 


Baker and Gordon Caught 


OHN H. BAKER (2223) and GEORGE 

J. GORDON (2271), two bogus sales 
representatives, were recently put out of the 
running by the quick action of police officers 
in St. Joseph, Mo., and Rock Island, Ill. 
The activities of these two crooks have been 
broadcast in the following issues of the 
American Bankers Association Journal 
Supplement: October, 1925, page 4; May, 
1926, page 4; June, 1926, page 2, and July, 
1926, page 5. They were listed as J. W. 
Miller (2223) and W. C. Markham (2271). 
Their method of attack in claiming to repre- 
sent nationally known concerns such as 
Lambert Pharmacal Company, The Bayer 
Company, and others, helped their swindles, 
which reaped a harvest from a number of 
victims. 

We are, therefore, reproducing their 
photographs, with the request that they be 
carefully examined and, in the event either 
is recognized, detainer warrants should be 
lodged at Joliet, Ill., or at St. Joseph, Mo. 

Gordon was convicted on an_ Illinois 
charge and is now confined in the State 
Prison at Joliet, serving an indeterminate 
sentence of from 1 to 10 years. Baker is 
still awaiting trial_at St. Joseph, Mo. The 
following aliases were used by John H. 
Baker: J. W. Bolen, alias Jas. Boler, alias 
J. B. Morris, alias J. P. Frazier, alias 
James H. Barker, alias James R. Bartton, 
and, by George J. Gordon; Wm. C. Bur- 
ford, alias W. M. Harvey, alias Albert 3. 
Payton, alias T. C. Norton, alias T. C. 


George J. Gordon 


Burton, alias Wm. M. Noble, alias C. C. 
Peters, etc. 
Baker is light complexioned and blond 


while Gordon is dark complexioned with 
black hair. 


The other band has been active in New 
York City and Philadelphia. A careful 
review of the warnings already published 
on this gang will aid 
in fortifying bank- 
ers against their 
appearance. These 
articles will be 
found in the follow- 
ing issues of this 
publication: page 2, 
February and April, 
1926, and page 3, 
July, 1926. 

We are also re- 
producing the photo- 
graphs of JOE 
ADLER (2042), 
JACOB GREEN- 
SPAWN (2008) 
and RALPH BECK- 
MAN (2007). Ad- 
ler is the penman 
and usually stays in 
the background to 
avoid identification, 
but it would be well to make a thorough 
study of the features of Greenspawn and 
Beckman, as these are the boys who present 
the forged paper and thereby come in direct 
contact with the bankers. 


Sawey Captured 


MONG the bank criminals corraled in 
July is none other than the notorious 
JOHN B. SAWEY (1775), alias Captain 
“Buck” Miller, alias Harry E. Thompson, 
alias Frank Hamer, alias Peter W. Miller, 
etc., who was picked up on July 21 at San 
Antonio, Tex. 

Upon arrest, Sawey confessed to having 
passed bogus checks in forty-four cities 
since his escape from the State Prison Farm 
at Midway, Tex., on March 3, 1925, and 
Protective Department records will add ma- 
terially to the number of crimes to which 
he has admitted. During recent months our 
agents have been within a few hours of this 
unusually successful check passer, and finally 
caught up with him in San Antonio, from 
where he was returned to Danville, Va. 

In fifteen months this criminal’s freedom 
cost banks many thousands of dollars, and 
only the longest term of imprisonment will 
assure safety against a resumption of his 
frauds. If every bank victimized by this 
miscreant will lodge a warrant for his de- 
tention with the Department of Justice 
agent at either Norfolk, Va. or San An- 
tonio, Tex., a common menace to banking 
will be removed. 


Member banks are requested to watch for 
two $500, 6 per cent bonds of the Dairy 
State Cold Storage Company, Plymouth, 
Wis. These bonds, dated April 1, 1926, and 
numbered 131-132, were lost or stolen in Mil- 
waukee on June 23. Any information re- 
garding same should be forwarded to the 
Citizens State Bank, in Sheboygan, Wis. 


| 
| | | 
fe 
al] 
be | 
ht | 
3 
rth 
and 
hat 
| 
its 
age, NY & 
nds, q j 
blue \ 
: 
John H. Baker | 
his 
itely - 
yart- y 


4 AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 


Marion Again Using Florida Checks 


ARION BRAZIER (2181) is active 
again. Her forgeries and swindling 

tactics in the past few months cost member 
banks large sums, and the tribute paid to 
her accomplices will certainly be increased 
unless bankers stop trusting strangers and 
paying out funds on uncollected checks. We 
have repeatedly circularized member banks 
in the Metropolitan area and also outlined 
her activities and those of her associates in 
the May issue, page 2, of this section. 

Recently our agents arrested AL FINK 
(2183), an active member of her gang, 
while attempting to defraud an institution 
in Plainfield, N. J. Following his arrest, 
he was released on bail, but failed to ap- 
pear for trial. Evidently he has again 
joined forces with the Brazier woman, who 
launched a new campaign in Oyster Bay, 
L. I., with the aid of an operator calling 
himself JOSEPH McGOWAN (2299). 

Opening an account with $200 cash, on the 
following day McGowan deposited a check 
for $3,140, drawn on the Miami Bank & 
Trust Company of Miami, Fla., and with- 
drew $190. On July 22, a $485 check was 
presented for cash but the bank refused to 
advance funds against the uncollected item, 
which was fortunate, as the Florida check 
was bogus. 


Daniel in the Pen 


Daniel Kelly 


ANIEL KELLY (1835), self-styled 

minister in the African Methodist Zion 
Church, was recently rearrested in Port 
Huron, Mich., while attempting to defraud 
several local banks. 

Following his escape last November, while 
being taken to Laurel, Miss., on similar 
charges, he passed numerous checks through- 
out New England and Middle Atlantic 
States, and westward to Michigan. This 
sanctimonious crook managed to keep a jump 
ahead of the police, but met his Waterloo’ 
following several successful operations in 
Michigan. 

All member banks recognizing the photo- 
graph of this negro as having defrauded 
them should lodge detainer warrants with 
the warden of the Michigan State Prison 
at Jackson, where the criminal is now serv- 
ing a sentence of 5 to 10 years with a recom- 
mendation of 7 years. Kelly should not 
only be punished for his past crimes, but 
his imprisonment seems necessary for banks 


Marion Brasier 


As this is the method used by the Brazier 
woman and her associates, it should be a 
danger signal. McGowan is described as 
being a big man, well set up, and wore tor- 
toise shell glasses. Either he or the woman 
may open the account. Watch for them 
and immediately wire the drawee bank to 
wire payment on the first Florida check 
presented for deposit. A prompt reply in 
the negative will make an arrest easy for 
the deposit bank. 


to avoid loss through his forgeries. This 
can be accomplished through the concerted 
action of the bankers who have suffered at 
his hands. 

Some of the aliases used by the prisoner 
are Rev. J.D. Kelly, alias Rev. W. B. Alex- 
ander, alias Rev. W. L. Smith, alias Rev. 
J. R. Clement, alias Rev. David H. Kelly, 
alias Rev. D. A. Wilson, etc. He is 24 
years of age, looks older, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, weighs about 140 pounds, slender build, 
dark brown complexion, usually wears shell- 
rimmed glasses and appears to be intelli- 
gent, with a pleasant approach. 


Turk Again Busy 


667" URK” is the sobriquet he is known 

by, and since he acquired posses- 
sion of a bank book and check book 
on the United States National Bank of 
Galveston, Tex., belonging to a Robert Rux- 
ton of New York, he has adopted the 
latter’s name in his forgeries, which have 
thus far carried him through Pennsylvania 
and West Virginia. 

Turk stole these documents while the 
right Mr. Ruxton was giving him a lift 
from Texas to New York, and put them to 
use immediately upon leaving his benefactor 
at New York City. This crook is believed 
to be an old offender, claims to be a timber 
cruiser, and shows exceptional mechanical 
ability, especially with regard to gas engines. 

He is about 50 years of age, weighs about 
150 pounds, has iron-gray hair and informs 
his new acquaintances that he is known as 
“Turk” for short. 
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Serving Time 


N a report of the South Dakota Bankers 

Association dated June 15, considerable 
credit is given the American Bankers As- 
sociation and the William J. Burns Inter- 
national Detective Agency for the manner 
in which they are handling the work of in- 
vestigating crimes against banks in that 
state. 

South Dakota had 5 bank burglaries and 
two holdups so far this year. The gangs 
which burglarized two of the banks and held 
up another are now serving time in the 
State Penitentiary at Sioux Falls. The men 
and women participating in the other jobs 
are likewise doing time. There is only one 
exception, where the criminals are known, 
but they are outside the state and all efforts 
to extradite them have failed. It is reported 
that one of the burglaries was prompted by 
the yegg’s knowledge that there was a jug 
of whiskey in the vault. 

In this connection the report brings out 
a bit of logic which may apply to other 
parts of the country: “We do not claim 
that all bootleggers are bank robbers, but, 
with hardly an exception, we find that all 
bank robbers are bootleggers.” 


Religious Freedom 


J. C. Williams 


W. HILLIARD (1932), alias J. C. 
Williams, awaiting trial in the county 
jail at Salt Lake City on charges of forgery, 
created quite a stir in that city when he 
suddenly disappeared during the regular 
Sunday night services of the Salvation 
Army. Hilliard begged for an opportunity 
to attend the meeting and was granted the 
privilege. Dressing himself in his best 
clothes, including a straw hat, he went 
to chapel but managed to make himself 
scarce while the hymns still echoed through- 
out the barren walls of the jail. 

Hilliard is a professional crook and his 
escape means that he will again resume his 
quest for soft money through forgery. 
Member banks, and especially those located 
along the West Coast, may therefore ex- 
pect a visit from this fellow. His specialty 
is forged checks, bearing the name of some 
large concern. 

An article concerning Hilliard appears 
in the November, 1925, issue of the Journal 
Supplement, page 3, and he is described as 
being about 37 years of age, 5 feet, 5 
inches tall, weighs about 134 pounds, medium 
build, has brown-graying hair, blue eyes 
with a suggestion of yellow. Examine the 
photograph very carefully; he may visit 
your bank. 
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Bogus Standard Oil Pay Checks 


REWARD of $200 is offered through 

the Arkansas Bankers Association by 
the Arkansas authorities for the arrest of 
EARL A. PAGE (2301), whose photo- 
graph is herewith reproduced. Page is be- 
lieved to be Bert V. Sterling, whose name 
was reported to us as being an accomplice 
of MAURICE E. ROWE (1980), whose 
arrest was reported in the April number of 
our Journal Supplement on page 3, charged 
with issuing similar bogus pay checks. 

Page has a long criminal record, and has 
been cashing his paper in many central and 
southwestern states. He has spent consid- 
erable time in various penitentiaries, and 
only recently evaded arrest in Minneapolis, 
Minn., at the expense of the freedom of his 
female companion, RACHEL McLAIN 
(2302), alias Mrs. Ruth Holley, who re- 
fused to talk following her arrest. She was 
recently sentenced to serve 90 days in the 
workhouse on a vagrancy charge. Due to 
her close-mouthed tactics, Page escaped a 
police drag-net thrown out for him, and is 
again active. 

This criminal is described as 35 years of 
age, 5 feet ten inches, weighs 185 to 200 
pounds, stocky build, has a sandy complex- 
ion, blue eyes and light hair, of pleasing 
personality and is an excellent mixer. 


Earl A. Page 


Parole Violator Caught 


OHN DOUCAS (2009), recently ar- 

rested by our agents in Chicago, is a 
parole violator from the Idaho . State 
Penitentiary, charged with numerous for- 
geries committed throughout California, dur- 
ing his period of probation. That Doucas 
is a dangerous swindler may be gleaned 
from the fact that he admits having de- 
frauded bankers for more than $30,000 prior 
to his last conviction. Doucas gave the 
authorities of Oakland, Cal., considerable 
trouble in fighting extradition from Chicago. 

All banks defrauded by him are therefore 
urged to file detainer warrants at Oakland. 
This is necessary to satisfy his crimes and 
would help materially in keeping him safely 
confined and denied parole. 

Doucas has used the following aliases, 
James Clark, alias W. R. Cowan, alias R. 
Williams, Harry Baker, alias D. De Makes, 


A Deal By Richerd 


E. RICHERD (2216), relative to 
¢ whom an article appears in the May 
issue of this section, has made his appear- 
ance in California, where he is continuing 
his practice of exchanging bogus paper for 
teal cash. His old game of negotiating for 
purchasable real estate seems ta be playing 
him in good stead. Richerd, or Stophlet, as 
he most recently called himself in his Cali- 
fornia transactions, is issuing bogus certified 
checks drawn on Florida banks. He nego- 
tates for a piece of property, then offers 
one of his checks as binder for the deal. 
The time being ripe for opening an ac- 


John Doucas, alias Harry Baker 


alias Gus Mellaa, alias J. Bandoni, alias 
W. J. Freeman and L. Simpson. He is 
31 years old, 5 feet 6% inches tall, weighs 
148 pounds, medium dark complexion, brown 
eyes and hair, slender, and of Greek origin. 


count in the local bank, he receives a good 
introduction and manages to withdraw two 
or three hundred dollars, ostensibly to cover 
the cost of moving his family to California. 
Richerd is about 45 years of age, weighs 
about 225 to 250 pounds, is 5 feet 10 inches 
or 6 feet tall, has a round face, dark com- 
plexion, and has a scrutinizing sort of look 
as he peers from under the pulled-down 
brim of his hat. 


EC Sa 


A Fast Worker 


CLINE (2302), alias Joseph White, alias 
J @John Carson, alias B. Wilson, is ne- 
gotiating checks throughout Kansas, pur- 
porting to be drawn by a so-called Baker & 
Baker Construction Co. These checks only 
show the name of the First National Bank, 
with a blank space for inserting the name 
of any city where the supposed construction 
company is established. In short, it is a 
mobile concern with the criminal moving 
about rapidly and stinging his victims as he 
goes along. 

The checks have the appearance of pay 
checks and usually bear the inscription 
“36% hours at 50 cents per hour, $18.50,” 
or some such misinformation. Cline is a 
comparatively young man, about 5 feet 8 
inches tall, weighs about 135 pounds, rather 
frail in appearance, but very businesslike 
and polite in his manners. 


A Telegraphic Slicker 


T= Western Union Telegraph Company, 
a well known hotel, a member bank, 
and a large industrial organization were all 
useful to a criminal, who showed nerve 
and ingenuity throughout the development 
of his swindle. By intercepting the mail 
of a traveling salesman and representing 
himself to be this salesman and notwith- 
standing the fact that the salesman was 
in Florida, the criminal telegraphed his sup- 
posed firm for money which was sent to 
him through the telegraph company. 

He was then able to cash the company’s 
check by establishing his identity through 
the aid of a hotel man’s introduction. With 
the aid of credulous banking, he proved 
himself slick enough to gather in easy 
money. He is described as being 35 to 39 
years of age, 5 feet, 6 or 7 inches tall, 
weighs about 165 pounds, has brown eyes, 
medium complexion and wore dark clothes 
and a straw hat. 


Father’s Pay Check 


E S. MURRAY (2310), paid a flying 
visit on several merchants located in 
Tulsa, Okla. and successful in 
swindling one of them for a small sum. 
Calling upor: a proprietor of a musical store, 
he examined several instruments, stating that 
he was trying to select a gift for his small 
daughter. After finding an instrument to 
his liking, he agreed to call for it later in 
the day, after he had received his pay- 
check. 

Later that afternoon Murray returned to 
the store, selected the instrument in ques- 
tion, and presented his alleged pay-check, 
which was in excess of the amount of the 
purchase, and asked that the instrument be 
sent to a certain address. After receiving 
his change, the operator disappeared and 
the swindle was not discovered until the 
proprietor attempted to make delivery of 
the instrument, whereupon it was found that 
the address did not exist. Murray is de- 
scribed as about 35 years of age, 5 feet 
8 inches tall, weighs 140 pounds and has 
a ruddy complexion. 
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Verify Vouchers 
Promptly 


CRIMINAL whose identity is unknown 

took advantage of the fact that a de- 
positor in a local bank treated his account in 
a haphazard manner, and during the past six 
months he passed a number of checks, 
which the depositor now claims are for- 
geries. These checks were payable to cash 
and negotiated over the counter. Depositors 
should be made to realize the danger of en- 
trusting anyone with their checks for de- 
posit. 

Careless depositors are often liabilities to 
banks, as their unthinking attitude spells 
heavy losses each year. Caution your de- 
positors that carelessness breeds crime, and 
insist upon a monthly comparison and veri- 
fication of their vouchers and balance. 


A Holiday Thief 


EMBER banks located in small towns 

are warned to watch their boxes in 
the local post office. A mail box thief 
has followed the practice of loitering in local 
post offices, and in this manner learning 
the location of the box of a bank. On the 
eve of a holiday, or a Sunday, he breaks 
open the box and removes mail therein. He 
utilizes negotiable instruments such as 
checks, bonds, etc., and apparently destroys 
all other correspondence, which causes the 
banks considerable annoyance and in some 
cases a loss. He last worked in San Jose, 
Cal., and vicinity. 

He is described as being 35 to 40 years of 
age, height 5 feet 6 or 7 inches, stocky build, 
dark complexion, has large brown eyes and 
is reported to be traveling in a Ford coupe. 
At times he has been seen with a woman and 
child. 


Nelson Trapped 


L C. NELSON (2304), scion of a well 
known Staten Island family, was ar- 
rested in Toledo, Ohio, recently through the 
activities of our agents, who doggedly pur- 
sued this crook until captured. Nelson was 
formerly connected with a large surety 
company, and also in the bookkeeping de- 
partment of a New York bank. He turned 
crooked following a fling on the Rialto and 
his appetite for all its gaieties—with the 
usual result. Nelson had been in difficulties 
before turning professional, when he used 
his knowledge of banking in tricking 
bankers in New York and Michigan. 

He also used the following aliases, 
Charles T. Cornell, alias L. C. Wilson, alias 
C. T. Cornell. All banks having charges 
against the prisoner are requested to imme- 
diately file detainer warrants with the 
Police department at Detroit, Mich. 


Guard Against Fake 
Telephone Calls 


LTHOUGH most banks follow the rule 

of telling nothing to inquisitive inquirers 

concerning their customers’ accounts it is 

equally dangerous to discuss any phase of 
a bank’s business on the wire. 

Recently, in New York City, several large 


banks have received peculiar telephone calls 
from men who represented themselves as 
being connected with our detective agents. 
In each instance the party calling spoke of 
men whom our agents had under suspicion 
and wanted to know whether that particular 
bank had suffered losses by paying out funds 
on any forged checks. Obviously, our 
agents cannot work in this manner, as their 
investigators are instructed to always call 
upon banks in person. 

It is suspected that these calls have been 
made by a forger, who, having cashed one 
forged instrument, attempted to make sure 
of the safety of putting down another. 
Member banks are therefore urged to guard 
against conversations of this sort and give 
no information of value. 


Gestures that Pay 


VEN the professtonal forger can be dis- 

suaded from his purpose and loss 
avoided, by the use of a simple preventive 
measure which is nothing more than a quick 
but positive movement toward the telephone. 
Many tellers- make this particularly effective 
when dealing with a stranger, by pretending 
to telephone the purported maker of the 
check. 

A Cincinnati teller employed this method 
when a forger, calling himself CHAS. D. 
WATSON (2305), attempted to cash a $200 
check. The teller at first refused to cash 
the paper until the stranger was properly 
identified. Watson stated he could obtain 
a well known man’s indorsement on the 
check and the teller agreed to this. The 
crook soon returned with the check, ap- 
parently properly indorsed, whereupon the 
teller made a gesture as though to verify 
the signature, but hesitated when the crook 
informed him not to bother as the indorser 
was outside the bank and he would per- 
sonally summon him. 

The teller agreed to this, but the man 
never returned and, of course, the indorse- 
ment proved to be a forgery. 


Crockett Resumes 


C. A. Crockett, alias C. J. Beaumont 


A. CROCKETT (2307), a veteran 

@ in the game of passing bogus checks, 

is again planning for a long enforced rest. 

Having served time in a number of state 

penitentiaries, he never fails to resume his 
operations upon being released. 

Under the name of C. J. Beaumont, 
Crockett was recently arrested in Denver 
where he confessed to widespread activities 
in his bogus check passing. He told a yarn 
about having been an eminent engineer until 
six years ago, when he fell froin a horse 
and has suffered lapses of memory ever 
since. To counteract this story, our records 


show a long and ancient list of criminal 
deeds performed by this suave, polished old 
gyp. Though his method of operating 
against apartment houses and hotels may 
have kept him away from banks, he may 
be wanted on other charges. 

We are therefore running his photograph 
so that if recognized, detainer warrants can 
be lodged at Denver. Crockett is about 
59 years of age, 5 feet 7 or 8 inches tall, 
weighs about 140 pounds, has a weather- 
beaten tanned complexion, dark brown 
eyes, long gray hair and displays a refined 
attitude, generally acting the part of a 
gentleman. 


Mexican Embezzler 


Rosendo H. Vazques 


H. VAZQUES (2308) left 


Mazatlan, Mexico, on June 6, with 
60,000 pesos stolen from his employers, the 
Banco de Mexico. It is believed that he 
left for Los Angeles or vicinity. In view 
of this man’s knowledge of banking, he 
may approach some member bank for em- 
ployment. Should he be recognized, the 
nearest office of the Banco de Mexico or 
the local police should be notified. 

Vazques is described as being 30 years 
of age, short of stature, dark skinned, 
brown eyes, has straight black hair and a 
hawk-like nose. 


A Certified Fraud 


A unsuccessful attempt to defraud a 
Cincinnati bank illustrates the patience 
and perseverence of the present day bank 
criminal. Fortunately no one suffered loss 
on this operation due to the vigilance of the 
bank employees who come in direct contact 
with customers. 

A stranger giving the name of HENRY 
W. SHIPP (2306), called upon a local 
attorney, asked for a personal check in 
exchange for $5 in currency. The lawyer 
complied with this request and the stranger 
proceeded to the bank and had the check 
certified. A few days later a check for 
$4,927.50 was drawn by the forger made 
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out to the order of another local attorney 
bearing the purported signature of the first. 
The check also bore an excellent reproduc- 
tion of a certification, and was taken to 
the second lawyer who refused to advance 
funds until collection through the banks. 

The forgery was quickly exposed and the 
crook is described as being about 5 feet 
9 inches tall, weighs about 154 pounds, has 
curly light brown hair, a tan complexion, 
narrow face, small close set eyes, thin nose, 
stern mouth, and bears the general appear- 
ance of being a rustic. 


HARLES J. MAYNARD (2309) is 
just one of the school of criminals 
that prey upon school children and doting 
parents for their livelihood. Assuming 
the guise of a university representative, this 
unscrupulous crook faced large audiences, 
telling of the benefits accruing through 
studying at Duke University, Durham, N. C. 
Because of his representations, Maynard 
found it comparatively easy to secure first 
payments to “insure registration for children 
of devoted parents.” He also found it easy 
to negotiate his personal checks, working 
in the Carolinas and Georgia, but at 
Hickory, N. C., he fell afoul of the law 
and is now awaiting trial on worthless 
check charges. 


Warning 


i 


Demetrio Aurellano 


DEMETRIO AURELLANO (2311) re- 
cently released on probation from a Cali- 
fornia jail following his arrest and con- 
viction on charges based upon his fraudulent 
manipulations against bankers in Los 
Angeles and Long Beach, is again in trouble. 
Notwithstanding his opportunity to live down 
his troublesome past, this young Filipino is 
again charged with having forged the name 
ot his employer to several checks. Aurellano 
is also known as Florentino Ilagan. He is 
about 20 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, 
weighs 135 pounds, has black hair, brown 
eyes and is very dark, resembling the negrito 
type of his countrymen. Aurellano usually 
obtains employment as a servant and in 
this manner secures the material from which 
he makes his forgeries. 


LIEUTENANT A. D. BALL (2312), 
alias A. Durland Ball, alias Alden D. Ball, 
was employed as secretary by the Business 
Men’s Association of San Bernardino, Cal. 
His work there came to a sudden end, when 
that organization charged him with forging 
a check for a large amount. Ball has since 
cashed bogus checks throughout a large por- 
tion of the west. We last heard of this 
operator through a report to our agents in 
St. Louis, Mo. Ball usually imposes upon 
hotels and by virtue of his former connec- 
tions and knowledge of credit work, he has 


been very successful in defrauding others. 

He is about 31 to 35 years of age, 6 feet 
tall, weighs about 190 pounds, has auburn 
hair, blue eyes and usually works as a book- 
keeper. He claims to be an Elk and a 
Mason and also wears a Shrine and Ameri- 
can Legion emblem. This operator was 
for a time incarcerated in an insane asylum 
in Florida. 

J. BROXMAN (2313), alias J. Broxmon, 
while visiting New Orleans, La., met an old 
acquaintance who innocently introduced 
him to his bankers as a friend and business 
man planning to locate in New Orleans. This 
introduction made it an easy matter for this 
criminal to open an account with a bogus 
check drawn on the North Texas National 
Bank, in Dallas. Later he was allowed to 
withdraw a large sum against the uncollected 
item. Broxman is about 45 to 50 years of 
ago, 5 feet 3 or 4 inches tall, weighs 130 
pounds, has dark hair, graying over the 
temples; is a neat dresser and appears of 
Hebraic extraction both in appearance and 
accent. 


A 
GEORGE R. CAMPBELL (2314), while 
in Tacoma Wash., undertook to raise money 
via the bogus check route and was success- 
ful in passing several of these items against 
merchants of the town. His checks are sup- 
posed to be issued by the American Sheet 
and Tin Plate Company, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
drawn on the First National Bank of that 
city. Unfortunately, our agents were not 
supplied with a description of this crook. 


It would be well, though, for member banks 
to watch for more of his paper. 


George S. Collison 


GEORGE S. COLLISON (2317) has a 
long record as a burglar and has served 
time in New York and New Jersey prisons 
as a result of his criminal activities. Re- 
cently he blossomed forth in an entirely new 
role, trying his hand at forging the signa- 
ture of his brother-in-law and negotiating 
the paper with a retail house at Newark, 
N. J. This fellow is known as Grover S. 
and George L. Collison, 26 years of age, 5 
feet 8 to 8% inches tall, weighs about 140 
pounds, has dark brown hair, brown eyes, 
a dark complexion with a large dimple in 
chin, a scar on lower left jaw and a small 
tumor inside left forearm. 


J. E. FARWELL (2318), is running 
amuck through the south, negotiating for 
the purchase of various properties and 
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putting owners to a great deal of trouble in 
that they are required to travel considerable 
distances to complete the fake deals. All 
this intensiveness is merely bait for the 
purpose of negotiating his bogus checks. 
He has opened accounts in banks in Mathis- 
ton and Biloxi, Miss., and used a pass-book 
and checks on the First National Bank of 
Biloxi. The crook ‘is about 55 years of age 
and gives a presentable appearance. 


Two Mail Box Thieves 
Arrested | 


Harry Chapman 


HARRY CHAPMAN (2315) and his 
confederate, CAROL HILL (2316), were 
arrested in Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minn., 
last month. Carol Hill was arrested while 
attempting to cash a check at a St. Paul 
bank, which had been stolen from the mails. 

Information given by the woman led the 
police to Minneapolis, where Chapman was 
located. These thieves are now held by the 
federal authorities. Chapman is also known 
as Mickey Brown and is 27 years of age, 
5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 129 pounds, has 
blue eyes, brown hair, a sallow complexion 
and a protruding lower lip. Carol Hill is 
also known as Carol Marshal, alias Mrs. 
Bertrand Hill. She is 21 years of age, 5 
feet 24 inches tall, weighs 131 pounds, has 
medium chestnut hair, fair complexion, and 
blue eyes. 

R. A. HAZLETT (2320), alias C. A. 
Mangus, alias C. A. Mongue, who is work- 
ing through Ohio with bogus checks drawn 
on the Citizens Bank & Trust Company, 
Conneaut, Ohio, is recognized by our agents 
as being the man who was adjudged mental- 
ly unbalanced and committed to the Mayview 
County Insane Home in 1925. Hazlett’s 
approach is to lease a home and tender a 
bogus check in payment of rent. Through 
this transaction he gains an introduction at 
a local bank, thus enabling him to open an 
account, whereupon he is generally success- 
ful in securing funds on uncollected items. 
Hazlett is described as 32 years of age, 


2 
7 = 
| 
{ Carol Hill 
| > | 
= 
| 
q 
4 


8 AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 


weighs 130 to 135 pounds, short and slender, 
sandy complexion and has an engaging per- 
sonality. 


Luther F. Firing 


LUTHER FIRING (2319), a soldier, 
was apprehended in Washington, D. C., dur- 
ing the past month following an investiga- 
tion of several forgeries found among the 
canceled vouchers of his commanding of- 
ficer’s account. When confronted by the 
evidence obtained by our agents, Firing 
readily confessed his guilt. He is 19 years 
of age, 5 feet 4 inches tall, weighs about 
131 pounds, has slender build, dark brown 
eyes, medium dark complexion, and is very 
near sighted. 

F. D. KRONHEIM (2321) was almost 
successful in causing a New York city bank 
to sustain a loss when he secured funds on 
a check drawn on the City Bank & Trust 
Company of Hartford, Conn. Fortunately 
for the bank, it ascertained that his paper 
was worthless and was able to apprehend 
the criminal before he had disposed of his 
loot. Following his arrest an examination 
of Kronheim’s personal effects showed that 
he has been an active criminal over a long 
period of time. Numerous pass-books, blank 
checks and pawn tickets were found in his 
possession. His mail also indicated that he 
had used the following names: J. S. Daniels, 
alias J. H. Barnes, alias L. C. Wells, alias 
E. C. Lane, alias J. A. Morris Chapple, 
alias Di Simone and R. L. Freeman. If 
any of our readers recall an individual using 
one of the above listed names, it is sug- 
gested that they immediately communicate 
with this department so that action can be 
taken to have Kronheim detained for their 
authorities. 


Salesman Gone Wrong 


AMES MURRAY (2322) began selling 

electric refrigerators in Columbia, Mo. 
He soon obtained a small check from his 
employers for expenses, shortly after dis- 
appeared, and there immediately followed a 
series of forgeries. Investigation disclosed 
that six blank checks, Nos. 5962 to 5967 in- 
clusive, were stolen from his employer’s 
office. The operator used the small check 
as a model and is issuing checks of larger 
amounts, which were successfully negotiated 
in Kansas City and vicinity. Murray is 
about 5 feet 5 or 6 inches tall, stocky build, 
gray hair, is clean shaven and has a good 
personality. He claims to be a Canadian 
and talks of service in the Canadian army. 


OHN L. RAYMOND (2323) called on a 
Brockton, Mass., bank and opened an ac- 
count, using an out-of-town check for his 


initial deposit. At the time he dealt with 
the bank he claimed to have just obtained 
work with a local concern and wanted to 
transfer his funds from his former de- 
pository. Upon receipt of a bankbook and 
blank checks, the crook’s “stock in trade,” 
he flooded the town with bogus checks, mak- 
ing purchases of local merchants, always 
giving checks in excess of the amount of 
his purchase. In each instance he had the 
goods sent to the Y. M. C. A.,, as his local 
address. 
H. SPAULDING (2324) of Boston, 
@ Cleveland, Pittsburgh and other points 
has been very successful in exacting a heavy 
tribute from unwary bankers. His method 
of operation is a time-worn scheme, and it 
is surprising that he has collected so often. 

Spaulding represents himself as the owner 
or manager of some large business organi- 
zation. In this guise, he opens accounts at 
several banks and deposits a number of 
checks drawn on out-of-town banks. The 
next day he repeats with more checks of a 
similar order. Having won the confidence 
of the tellers, he often collects cash on:the 
second day and disappears. 

Spaulding is also known as R. B. Wal- 
tham, alias A. R. Burke, alias Roy S. Limer, 
alias George Harmon, alias R. M. Sawyer, 
alias Sam Horowitz, and F. B. Carlson. He 
is about 45 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, weighs about 170 pounds, has a good 
build, a medium complexion, is smooth- 
shaven and has light brown-grayish hair. 


R. M. Williams 


R. M. WILLIAMS (2325) was arrested 
in Seattle several years ago charged with 
having cashed fake Standard Oil Company 
pay checks. Our agents now have informa- 
tion which leads us to believe that Williams 
is none other than the accomplice of LEO 
SAUNDERS (2256), mentioned in the June 
issue of this Section, page 6, as one of the 
men passing the spurious Elgin, Joliet & 
Eastern Railway Company’s pay checks 
throughout Indiana. Consequently the pic- 
ture of this crook is brought to the atten- 
tion of all member banks for identification. 

Williams is 31 years of age, 5 feet 6 
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inches tall, weighs about 166 pounds, has 
light hair, blue eyés, represents himself as 
a salesman and speaks with a Scandinavian 
accent. 


Stolen Checks 


E have been requested to warn our 

members to watch for checks purport- 
ing to bear the signature of The Fisher. 
Smith Bag & Metal Co. of Seattle, Wash. 
These checks are drawn on the Nationa! 
City Bank of Seattle, and were stolen by a 
criminal who uses the name of JOSEPH 
SMITH (2326). In some manner, a book 
containing three hundred checks was stolen 
from a printing firm at Seattle before de- 
livery had been completed. The Seattle 
bank is experiencing considerable annoy- 
ance in returning checks bearing the forged 
signature of officials of this concern, the 
checks in question being received from points 
along the Pacific Coast. The criminal is 
described as being about 28 years of age, 
5 feet 6 inches, weighs about 124 pounds, 
dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes, 
slender build, Jewish type. 


Member banks are requested to be on the 
alert for a Time Certificate of Deposit, No. 
3997, for $600, issued by the E. G. Young 
& Company Bank, of Oakland, Ore., to the 
order of C. W. Bemis. The certificate was 
missed during Mr. Bemis’ trip to San Di- 
ego, Cal., where his hotel room was rifled 
and his effects stolen. 


Member banks throughout the west 
coast are being imposed upon by a criminal 
who is cashing checks drawn against the 
Grace National Bank, New York City, sup- 
posedly made out by a National Association 
for the Deaf. These checks are drawn up 
in the approved official style, with the name 
of the crook typewritten and the amount 
imprinted by a Protectograph. They are 
supposedly signed by W. W. Steuart, pres- 
ident, and Geo. F. Flick, secretary. We 
are reproducing specimens of the writing 
and advise care in the paying out of money 
on similar checks as there is neither ac- 
count nor record of such an organization at 
this institution. 


A series of small checks cropped up in 
Spokane, Wash., recently, when JULIA 
SMITH (2327) passed them among de- 
partment stores on small purchases. This 
woman used the name of a responsible de- 
positor of a large bank there. The checks 
are made out for amounts running from 75 
cents to $2.75. 
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Strengthening the Working Routine Behind the Cages, Rather Than Leaving the Preven- 


tion of Loss Entirely to the Memory of Tellers. 


Profit by the Nationwide Ex- 


perience of Banking by Instructions That Will Make Similar Losses Impossible 
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SECTION TWO 


Bank Officers Should 


Protect O. K’s 
‘on Checks 


Contents Noted by 
Vice-President ......... 
Cashier........ 

Assistant Cashier 

Paying Teller 
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OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CatirorNia, Los Ancetes.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 

CALIFORNIA, SAN FRancisco.—First National Bank Building. 

Cotorapo, DENVER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District or CoLuMBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

FLoripa, Mram1.—220-221 Calumet Building. 

GeorcIA, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

Cu1caco.—1020 Otis Building. 

Lourstana, New Orteans.—930-932 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

MaryYLAND, BALTIMoRE.—Fidelity Building. 

MassacHuseEtTts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. 

Micuican, Detroir.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

Minnesota, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 

Missourl, Kansas —Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missourt, St. Louts.—Railway Exchange Building. 

NEBRASKA, OmaHa—756 Omaha National Bank Building. 
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New York, BurraLto.—D. S. Morgan Building. 

New York, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

Ox1o, Crncinnati.—1012 Keith’s Theater Building. 
CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OxKLaHoma, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 
Orecon, PortLaNp.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 


PENNSYLVANIA, PittspurGH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 
TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Building. 


Texas, Datitas.—614 Kirby Building. 

Texas, Houston.—1020 Keystone Building. 

Texas, San Anton10o.—606 Travis Building. 

Urag, Satt Lake Crry.—525 Continental Building. 
WaAsHINGTON, SEATTLE.—L. C. Smith Building. 
WaAsHINGTON, SPpoKANE.—Old National Bank Building. - 


Vol. XIX, No. 3 


Action Upon the Preventive Measures Suggested in This Section Is Preferable by Bank Officials 
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Protect Your O. K.’s 


N numerous occasions we have 

pointed out to our members the 

danger of “O.K.-ing” strangers’ 

checks, however small, as sooner 
or later this practice leads to loss. But as 
long as bankers are actuated by impulses 
common to man, and as long as extenuating 
circumstances are acknowledged, this prac- 
tice will continue. 

As mentioned in an accompanying article, 
there is a dangerous criminal who capital- 
izes this weakness of bankers. He requests 
the “O.K.-ing” of a check in a small amount, 
then forges the “O. K.” initials to another 


“One Grand Clean-Up” Defeated , 


ARRY G. CALLAHAN (1417), to- 
gether with an accomplice named F. N. 
BROOKS (2329), alias Porter, were ar- 
rested by our agents and Federal authori- 
ties on charges of stealing from hall letter 
boxes and committing forgeries. These two 
thieves, the last of their group whose ac- 
tivities covered the entire country, were ar- 
rested only after months of hard work on 
the part of our agents and the post office 
inspectors. As a matter of fact, they were 
followed twice across the continent by rail 
and were apprehended when trying to sneak 
back into New York by steamship. 
THOMAS McQUEENEY (2330), also 
an accomplice, was arrested in Aberdeen, 
S. D., last May, and a woman accomplice, 
GLADYS MILLER (2331), was later ar- 
rested in New York City. This means that 
there will be a curtailment of mail box rob- 
Series, which have grown considerably since 


Miller Forges 


ECAUSE of the increased activities of 

A. L. MILLER (2256), we find it nec- 
essary to again warn members of this crimi- 
nal’s depredations. The success of Miller’s 
work depends entirely on his ability to ob- 
tain the “O. K.” initials of an officer of a 
bank to an out-of-town check for a com- 
paratively small amount. 

The smallness of this check usually re- 
sults in the courtesy being extended to him. 
He then withdraws to the writing desk in 
the lobby of the bank and, under pretense 
of indorsing the instrument, he manages to 
substitute for it another check in a decidedly 
larger amount, to which he forges the 
“O. K.” initials of the officer. Upon ap- 
‘proaching the teller, who in most cases had 
previously sent him to the officer, it is an 
easy matter for him to obtain the cash. 

Miller has been particularly active in 
Texas, and though he has made several 
“business trips” outside the state, he in- 
variably returns to his old haunts. He uses 
numerous aliases, and is about 30 to 35 years 
of age, 5 feet 9 or 10 inches tall, weighs 
about 160 to 170 pounds, is of a medium 


check for a larger sum so cleverly that the 
paying teller has no alternative but to abide 
by what appears to be the dictate of a 
superior. 

Such losses can easily be avoided by re- 
sorting to the use of a practical code, which 
can easily be incorporated in any working 
system. If, for instance, the officer were 
to use different numerals for checks of vari- 
ous denominations, this would enable the 
teller to avoid cashing a check which was 
raised at the last minute. This could be 
done in the following manner: When an 
officer O. K.’s a check for $10, he might 


Callahan obtained his liberty from prison, 
where he was sent on similar charges. 


Harry G. Callahan 


A check-up of their work, especially in 
New York, would astound the average indi- 


O. K. Initials 


build, dark complected and, when clean 
shaven, his features are darkly tinted, show- 
ing a heavy growth of beard. 


Mion 


GER 


A specimen of his writing appears above. 


All Irregularities 


T is generally understood that there is 

an underlying cause for all irregularities 
in banking procedure. Unless exceedingly 
careless or inclined to be dishonest, the aver- 
age depositor adheres rigidly to a uniform 
treatment of his checks and seldom makes 
a drastic change in his signature without 
notifying his bankers. Overlooking irregu- 


place after his initials a figure “1,” mean- 
ing that a check for more than $10 should 
not be cashed. A figure “2” might mean 
a check under $50, etc. In the event a 
raised and forged O. K. check was pre. 
sented for payment, the teller would imme- 
diately be forwarned and could act in the 
emergency. Doubtlessly, the criminal fra- 
ternity would eventually learn of the code, 
but not until it had resulted in the arrest 
of predatory characters who heretofore have 
made a comfortable living through this 
modus operandi. 


vidual. In one instance they had negotiated §  ? 
checks on a single account amounting to J 
more than $15,000, and they had additional 
checks made out to attack the same account § 

for another $19,000. Meanwhile the bank 

was entirely ignorant of this loss until in- 

formed by our agents. 

An examination of the baggage of this \ 
gang of crooks disclosed an interesting as- li 
sortment of forgery paraphernalia, such as C 
printing outfits, pens, inks, eradicators, etc | ) 
There were also blank checks and pass books ” 
of banks in practically every section of the ts 
United States. 

According to their own statement, the ac 
tivities of these men were nipped in the bud § - 
at a time they were about to launch their S 
greatest coup against the banking world. To = 
use their own words, they were going to ~ 
make “one grand clean-up and then quit the me 
game.” Arrest prevented their “grand 
clean-up.” 

bra 
fac 
larities of any nature by paying tellers often He 
results in heavy losses to banking. institu- fina 
tions throughout the country. war 


H. KNIGHT (2328) recently operated in 
Portland, Ore., where he cashed at least one 
check which was a very crude specimen of 
the forger’s art. The name of the depositor 
was not only poorly executed, but it was in- 
complete, in that the first name was repre- 
sented by an initial. The teller instinctively : 
felt that there was something wrong, but 
paid the check, nevertheless. A_ telephone 
message to the depositor would have pre- 
vented the loss. 

Knight is described as being about 35 
years of age, 6 feet tall, weighs about 185 
pounds, medium heavy build, light com- 
plexion;: general appearance of a laborer. 
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He “Knows” Prominent People 


SPANGLER (2281) is exceedingly 
¢ active in the Metropolitan area, where 
from time to time we hear of some new 
scheme he has adopted in swindling his vic- 
tims. This man’s ingenuity, as well as his 
daring, make him a criminal to be reckoned 
with. Possibly the most salient feature of 
Spangler’s activity lays in the fact that he 
invariably strives to impress the banker, 
whom he is dealing with, that he is either 
a relative or a friend of some well-known 
customer. 

Recently he spent several weeks in build- 
ing a foundation for a swindle. He came 
into the branch bank of a New York in- 
stitution several times a week and, appear- 
ing to be pressed for time, asked for per- 
mission to use one of the officer’s telephones 
to communicate with the bank’s head office. 
This courtesy was extended to him, and his 
conversation dwelt largely upon the private 
life of one of the bank vice-presidents, so- 
journing in Europe. He even used the first 


Hilliard Is 


HEN reporting the escape of C. W. 

HILLIARD (2373), alias J. C. Wil- 
liams, last June from the Salt Lake City 
County Jail, in the August issue of this 
section, we emphasized the fact that it would 
not be long before this criminal turned to 
his old game of swindling unwary bankers. 
An operation. in Oakland, Cal., which net- 
ted the crook a handsome profit, bears out 
our statement. This man is a master sales- 
man, and his ability to present himself as a 
representative of some large manufacturing 
company, usually situated across the conti- 
nent, enables him to put across his various 
coups. 

In Oakland he claimed to be opening a 
branch office for the B. F. Nelson Manu- 
facturing Company of Minneapolis, Minn. 
He approached several banks and required 
financial statements from them, which he 
wanted to submit to his home office. He 


names of members of the man’s family. 
Having gained the confidence of the branch 
bank employees, he induced the branch man- 
ager to cash one of his checks after claim- 
ing to be a partner in a well-known firm 
which keeps its account at the main office. 

Spangler is known by various aliases, some 
of which are W. J. Preston, J. H. Embre, 
Vail Brunning, C. H. Weaver, etc. He is 
between 40 and 48 years of age, 5 feet 6 
inches tall, weighs about 180 pounds, thickly 
set, and has a swarthy complexion, gray 
hair, dark eyes and is smooth shaven. 


No Novice 


evinced a very thorough knowledge of the 
building trade, and even asked for permis- 
sion to bid on supplies for a structure which 
one of the banks was erecting. 

After a day or so he returned to each of 
the banks with two letters, bearing air-mail 
stamps, and opened two accounts, one for 
himself under the name of J. B. Winthrop, 
and another in the name of the firm. He 
deposited checks drawn on the First Na- 
tional Bank, Minneapolis, Minn., and also 
produced a sworn affidavit authorizing him 
to draw against the firm’s account. He 
claimed to be in need of cash for office fur- 
niture, and the bankers in almost each in- 
stance obliged him with cash withdrawals. 
This crook is about 37 years of age, 5 feet 
5 inches tall, weighs about 134 pounds, has 
a medium build, brown-graying hair, and 
blue eyes with a suggéstion of yellow in 
them. 


Fake Eye Doctors Operating 


E. YOUNG (1755) and L. M. MILES 
¢ (2374) are two criminals who repre- 
sent themselves as being government eye 
and ear specialists. Their activities take 
them amorig the foreign element, particular- 
ly Italians, whose language they speak. They 
first obtain information regarding the finan- 
cial worth of the victim, then undertake to 
cure him of some mythical illness. 

Their favorite stunt is to put drops into 
the eyes of the man or woman so as to in- 
capacitate them temporarily and then rum- 
mage through their_belengings in search of 
bank books or other papers. Having ob- 
tained what they want, including the vic- 
tim’s signature, they prepare a draft made 
out to one of them, witnessed by the other, 
ad forge the signature of the depositor 
Whose account they intend to attack. This 
Practice has netted them considerable funds 


in the past. They have covered a wide range 
of territory, and it would be difficult to say 
where they might next operate. 

Both men use different aliases in all of 
their operations. One of them is about 35 
years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs 
about 145 pounds, has a round face and 
light gray eyes; the other is about 6 feet 
tall, weighs 140 to 150 pounds, has a dark 
complexion and dark hair, is slender and 
has very dark eyes. 


gt: Mane; 
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Old Negro Forger 


Samuel Joseph Jones 


AMUEL JOSEPH JONES (2333) is 

an old offender who has had clashes with 
police authorities in various states east of 
the Mississippi River as a result of his bogus 
check operations. We first warned member 
banks of this criminal’s encroachments in 
1921, when his work was particularly effec- 
tive. Since then, thanks to his arrest in 
Charleston, S. C., he has enjoyed a brief 
respite from the arduous road traveled by 
bad negroes. But he is back again, having 
made his appearance in Washington, D. C., 
where he negotiated a batch of bogus checks 
drawn on the United States Savings Bank 
of that city. 

This negro’s work should be easily recog- 
nized by watchful tellers. He invariably 
writes his checks with the aid of a type- 
writer, the date line always has the word 
“The” inserted before the day of the month 
and the letters “Th” or “Rd” after the fig- 
ures representing the date. He is known as 
William G. Scott, William H. Johnson, Wil- 
liam Hawkins, J. H. Johnson, Henry L. 
Grimes, etc. 

He is a negro, 56 years of age, 5 feet 
8 inches tall, weighs 187 pounds, is stock- 
ily built, has black graying hair, dark maroon 
eyes and a very dark complexion, black- 
gray mustache, two upper and four lower 
gold front teeth; has scars on the left tem- 
ple, upper left forehead and over right eye- 
brow. 


Bogus Letter of 
Introduction 


EPORTS were received from the Wells 

Fargo Bank and Trust Company of 
San Francisco, Cal., to the effect that a 
young criminal, W. C. BARROW (2334) 
is using a bogus letter of introduction, os- 
tensibly written by their institution and 
bearing the forged signatures of one of their 
officers. This crook has a supply of the 
San Francisco bank’s stationery and changes 
his name to suit his needs. 

He has been finding it a comparatively 
easy matter to negotiate his paper with the 
aid of these spurious documents. Member 
banks, particularly those along the Atlanttic 
seaboard, should be on the lookout for this 
operator. He is also known as J. D. Barry, 
Chryston, and D. C. Crandall, but it is be- 
lieved that he is an ex-employee of the Cali- 
fornia bank whose name is withheld for the 
present. Barrow is 17 years of age, 5 feet 
11 inches tall, weighs 130 pounds, slender 
build, blue eyes, is good looking and a very 
neat dresser. 
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That Paulsen Woman Again 


RS. MAY F. PAULSEN (2187) is 

persistently operating throughout the 
middle west regardless of the numerous 
warnings that have been broadcast by the 
various state banking associations and our- 
selves. Needless to say, bankers have paid 
dearly for their faith in this kindly appear- 
ing old lady, who apparently rates high in 
interviews. She just naturally wins bank- 
ers over with her motherly appearance and 
sympathetic understanding. 

The Paulsen woman is one of the most 
dangerous worthless check operators in that 
field of activity today, and, in order to be- 
come acquainted with her mode of opera- 
tion, our members should review our warn- 
ing articles against her, which may be found 
in the January, 1926, issue, page 5, and the 
May issue, page 4. We last heard of her 
in Ohio. This means that she is treking 


Forged U. S. Checks 


RKANSAS bankers are being imposed 
upon by a group of forgers who are 
negotiating forged United States Treasury 
checks. These checks are drawn in the 
amount of $50 and are numbered ..o. 1760 
in the upper left corner;- also N. 77-900 
and the letters U. S. P. C. appear in the 
same corner. The name “United States” 
is printed in large letters across the upper 
center of the check, the word “Treasury” 
in smaller letters underneath, and “Washing- 
ton, D. C.” in still smaller letters, slightly 
lower. 

On the left side front of the check there 
is a space for a signature with the term 
“Marshal” printed under the line. This 
gives an apparent official standing to the 
individual cashing the paper, who signs him- 
self as United States Deputy Marshal or 
United States Marshal. 

Two men traveling in a Ford car are pass- 
ing these checks, invariably following the 
purchase of supplies. One is described as 
being 40 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, 
weighs 150 pounds, has a dark complexion 
and a virtual poker face. Any information 
which might lead to the arrest of these 
crooks should be forwarded to John C. 
Marsh, U. S. Secret Service Agent, Mem- 
phis, Tenn. 


_Nervy Impersonation 


FARMER from Jamestown, Ind., re- 
cently sold a truck load of hogs at the 
Indianapolis Union Stock Yards. Between 
the time of the sales check-up and the prep- 
aration of the check in payment for the 
stock, the farmer strolled about town, and 
upon his return to the office he learned that 
some one had been there before him and 
had collected. Apparently the criminal kept 
close tabs on the transaction and knew the 
routine of making payments in order to suc- 
cessfully complete his impersonation and get 
away with the check. 
The crook is described as being about 
6 feet tall, slender, light complected, and 
wears a dark summer suit with white shirt. 


eastward, and members throughout Ohio 
and Pennsylvania may expect a visit from 
her. 

She is known under more than a hundred 
aliases, some of which are: Mrs. Mary 
Powelson, Mrs. J. Esters, Mrs. Clara Holt, 
Mrs. Clara Rogers and Helen Powelson. 
This woman criminal is about 40 years of 
age, 5 feet 3 or 4 inches tall, weighs about 
150 pounds, has a dark complexion, dark 
hair and affects dark clothes. She gener- 
ally has a 15-year-old girl with her. 


b G7” 


Jacobs Persists 


Louis Jacobs 


EUGENE JACOBS (2335) first 
ran afoul of the law back in 1911, when 
he was arrested for bogus check operations 
in Patterson, N. J. Since then he has been 
moving about the country, as he is incurably 
a forger. He has just come to our atten- 
tion following several operations on the 
west coast, particularly in San Francisco, 
where he used the name of a prominent 
depositor of a local bank to enable him to 
raise money. 

The above photo has been identified by 
the bankers, and any information leading to 
his apprehension should be forwarded to 
this department or the nearest office of our 
agents. Jacobs is 30 years of age, 5 feet 
9% inches tall, has blue eyes, dark chestnut 
hair, a sallow complexion and is a machinist 
by trade. 


Stolen Letter of Credit 


E have been advised that a circular 

Letter of Credit in the amount of 
$10,000, issued by the Crocker First Na- 
tional Bank of San Francisco, Cal., was 
stolen in that city on July 29, 1926. This 
document is dated Nov. 9, 1925, serial num- 
ber 2695, and was issued in favor of Charles 
J. and Corine M. Carter. Any information 
regarding this stolen instrument should be 
communicated to the issuing bank or this 
department. 


Fake College Students 


S. WILSON (2222) and an accomplice, 
i F. E. HUNTER (2332), alias S. B, 
Clark, are capitalizing the old “working. 
their-way-through-college” gag. They have 
worked various sections of the country and 
have fared very nicely. These two “stu- 
dents” are not satisfied with merely obtain- 
ing money under false pretenses, but are re- 
sponsible for the raising of a large number 
of checks given them by trusting people, 

Wilson, under the name of Ray Early, 
managed to sell a woman in Scranton, Pa, 
a subscription to a well-known magazine, 
In payment she gave a check for three dol- 
lars, which later turned up raised to $300, 
It is a difficult matter to combat these two 
criminals because of the manner in which 
they operate. However, member banks 
should exercise extreme care in the matter 
of cashing checks for wandering house-to- 
house canvassers, especially where such 
checks are not in proportion to what might 
be expected under the circumstances. 

These men are described as follows: One 
of them is fairly good looking, well-propor- 
tioned, brown hair, brushed back, but not in 
the customary slick manner of modern 
schoolboys, and very ordinary in appear- 
ance—so much so, in fact, that he creates 
a negative impression. The other crook is 
of a slight build, seems undersized and in 
poor health, has an extremely thin face, a 
deep mouth showing both upper and lower 
teeth; has a rather pleasant countenance and 
is effective when smiling. 


A Dangerous Crook 


A. R. CRANDALL (2368) is the name 
used by a successful criminal, who im- 
posed upon Hartford, Conn., bankers by 
assuming the role of a representative of 
the Universal Engineering Corporation. 
He presented a personal card represent- 
ing himself as manager of the Hartford 
branch of this concern. Crandall opened 
an account at one of the local banks and 
deposited bogus checks drawn on the Cleve- 
land Trust Company, Cleveland, Ohio, 
giving this institution as a reference. He 
deposited additional checks drawn on vari- 
ous Pennsylvania and Ohio banks over a 
period of several days, then after building 
up a healthy balance, began to make with- 
drawals before word was received to the 
effect that none of the checks was good. 
This operator is the big-business-man type 
and talks of college football days, particu- 
larly his own prowess on the gridiron. He 
is about 45 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches 
tall, rather stocky build, smooth face, light 
hair and complexion, dresses neatly and has 
a decidedly pleasing personality. 


A Widespread Evil 


HE fact that a salesman is often pef- 
mitted to indorse and cash checks made 
out to his firm is an evil which has caused 
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bankers and private individuals in this coun- 
try heavy losses each year. At best this is 
an unbusiness-like procedure and should be 
discouraged by all bankers. 

B. A. BAENSCH (2336), claiming to 
represent a large national selling concern of 
St. Paul, Minn., has been approaching bank- 
ers in Wisconsin on a special selling cam- 
paign. He successfully closed a sale with 
one of the institutions and after receiving 
a check made out to his company for $100 
he managed to cash it at another bank in 
the same town. The merchandise purchased 
has not been delivered and Baensch cannot 
be located. 


Warning 


A woman calling herself MARY ALLEN 
(2337) entered a Seattle, Wash., bank 
garbed in clothes resembling the uniform 
of a trained nurse and cashed a check which 
later proved to bear the forged signature 
of a well-known physician. The teller made 
the payment on the strength of the woman’s 
intimate knowledge of the doctor’s domestic 
life. She is about 28 years old, 5 feet 6 
inches tall, weighs about 140 pounds, of an 
athletic mold, has a fair complexion and 
appears refined. 


BURT ANDREWS (2338) is issuing a 
large number of bogus checks throughout 
New York State, particularly in the neigh- 
borhood of Syracuse. They are drawn on 
the West Jersey Trust Company, Camden, 
N. J., and are supposed to have been issued 
by a Nolan Motor Company of Newark, 
N. J. The check itself should be a warn- 
ing, as the geographic difference between 
Newark and Camden should make anyone 
suspicious of fraud. Still Andrews is find- 
ing a large number of gullible people who 
are paying out their good money for “keep- 
sakes.” 


A warrant has been issued in St. Louis, 
Mo., for the arrest of G. EDWARD 
AVERY (2339), resulting from his defraud- 
ing a local institution with the aid of forged 
and raised checks of the American Baking 
Company. Avery was engaged in the ca- 
pacity of bookkeeper for this concern, and 
his dealings with their bank made it com- 
paratively easy for him to negotiate his 
forged and raised paper. He is now a '‘fugi- 
tive, having left St. Louis, and any infor- 
mation as to his probable whereabouts should 
be communicated to this department or the 
nearest office of our agents. 

Avery is 30 to 33 years of age, 5 feet 
6 inches tall, weighs about 130 pounds, has 
dark complexion, blue eyes and dark hair, 
which is inclined to curl. 


ERWIN BAKER (2340), a Georgian ne- 
gro, has become adept at distributing bogus 
certified checks throughout the South, more 
particularly his home state. His checks are 
drawn on the Hamilton National Bank, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., and bear a forged cer- 
tification. Unfortunately, our agents have 
not been supplied with a description of this 
operator, but member banks should be on 
guard against the appearance of paper of 
this description presented by a negro. 


Forger Sells Autos 


E. O. BEACH (2341) is well known 
to bankers in the middle west, the extreme 
south and the northwest of this country 
as a result of his widespread activities in 
the bogus check game. This criminal has 
served time in Texas and Colorado peni- 
tentiaries as a result of his incorrigibility, 
but nothing daunts him and he renews his 
efforts each time he is freed. 

More recent reports have him working 
in the state of Illinois and farther east. In 
one case he is reported as far east as 
Rochester, N. Y. While there he drew 
against a Mount Vernon, N. Y., institution. 
He was last heard from in Peoria, IIl., 
where he was drawing checks against the 
Genesee Valley Trust Company, Rochester, 

This operator usually obtains employment 
with some automobile sales agency, and after 
getting properly acquainted he utters his 
bogus paper, then leaves town. Beach is 
about 48 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
has a fair complexion, light hair and blue 
eyes. 


D. F. BECKER (2342) is being sought 
by our agents and the police of Cleveland, 
Ohio, on charges resulting from his having 
negotiated a number of forged checks while 
in that city. Becker also has been causing 
similar trouble in other sections of the mid- 
dle west. He is described as being 24 or 25 
years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 
160 pounds, has full face, dark hair, fair 
complexion, high forehead; combs his hair 
straight back; always well dressed and very 
neat in appearance. 


F. W. BENTLEY (2343), alias Frank 
Bentley, is wanted in Princeton, Ill, on 
charges resulting from his cashing numer- 
ous forged and worthless checks through- 
out that state. He was employed for a time 
in the capacity of salesman with the Dains 
Numatic Bumper Company, Henry, Ill. Be- 
fore leaving he appropriated a series of that 
firm’s checks, to which he has forged the 
name of F. J. Dains. These checks are 
drawn on the Henry National Bank, Henry, 
Ill. 

Bentley is apparently traveling eastward, 
cashing them whenever occasion permits. 
He is thought to be on his way to Bradford, 
Pa., where he is supposed to have lived for 
some time. He is about 40 years of age, 
5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs about 140 to 
150 pounds, has a florid face, showing the 
effects of drink. He is traveling in a Max- 
well coach together with his wife and nine- 
year-old son. 


‘SILVIO BERTOH (2344) visited Mid- 


dletown, Conn., where he opened accounts 
with two local institutions by depositing 


bogus checks drawn on the Joliet Trust and 
Savings Bank, Joliet, Ill. Two days later 


. he made several efforts to draw against 


these uncollected items, but to no avail. Be- 
yond doubt this operator will attempt this 
same stunt in some neighboring town. Ber- 
toh is described as being about 30 years of 
age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, has dark brown 
hair and dark brown eyes. 

A specimen of his writing is given in the 
preceding column. 


In her travels through the New England 
States, a woman using the name of EDITH 
M. DAUB (2345) is issuing numerous 
bogus checks drawn on the Summit Trust 
Company of Summit, N. J. She is also 
issuing worthless checks drawn against the 
York County Trust Company, York Vil- 
lage, Me. This woman’s method includes 
the opening of an account at the local bank, 
and after obtaining possession of a check 
book, the trouble begins. For identification 
purposes, she shows a letter ostensibly writ- 
ten by the head of some boy’s school in 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Daub woman is from 30 to 35 years 
of age, of medium height, and inclines to 
stoutness. 


WILLIAM H. DUNCAN (2346) is re- 
ported to have deserted from the army some 
time ago and is resorting to forgery as a 
means of livelihood. He made a brief visit 
to Salt Lake City recently, where he used 
the names of some responsible people in put- 
ting over a series of checks, which turned 
out to be forgeries. : 

Duncan is 25 years of age, 5 feet 5% 
inches tall, weighs about 155 pounds, built 
stockily, looks like a wrestler, has dark com- 
plexion, brown hair, brown eyes, and has 
numerous tatoo marks about his limbs and 
body. 

R. L. DILLON (2347) made an appear- 
ance in Mississippi, where he is negotiating 
bogus cashier’s checks among bankers and 
business men. His paper purports to have 
been drawn by the Citizens Bank of Mc- 
Henry, Miss., on its account at the Chase 
National Bank, New York City. There is no 
uniformity on these checks as some of them 
have been written in long hand, while others 
have been typewritten and the amounts im- 
printed with a Todd machine. 
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H. E. ENLOW (2348) is floating bogus 
cashier’s checks in Texas and Colorado, 
drawn on the City National Bank, of Wich- 
ita Falls, Tex. These instruments are 
printed on white paper, bear serial numbers 
in the neighborhood of 1984-1987 and are 
usually made out for $25. The operator, 
at times, changes his name to Jack Sparks 
or Jack Hall. 


W. H. EVANS (2349) is spreading a 


large number of bogus pay checks through- 
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out the Puget Sound district, more especial- 
ly in Seattle and Everett, Wash. They are 
ostensibly issued by the Long-Bell Lumber 
Company, drawn on the First National 
Bank, of Longview, Wash., and bear the 
signatures of fictitious officers of the con- 
cern, J. C. Ball, J. C. Porter, J. C. Dill 
and C. K. Banks, supposedly assistant sec- 
retary. 

Most of these instruments have been ne- 
gotiated among merchants and private indi- 
viduals, but their existence and continued 
appearance are a distinct menace to bankers 
in that territory. 


THOMAS GREGORY (2350) is hardly 
a Greek name, but it was used by a Greek 
operator who swindled a Paterson, N. J., 
bank with a bogus check. Gregory opened 
an account with the Paterson bank and then 
went to Mt. Vernon, N. Y., where he had 
read of the desire of another Greek to dis- 
pose of his property, and began negotiations 
with the owner for the purchase of his place 
of business. They easily came to terms 
and Gregory gave the storekeeper a worth- 
less check on the Paterson bank, as an ini- 
tial payment. 

Member banks along the Atlantic seaboard 
will find this man a decided nuisance if they 
do not take immediate action through their 
customers to curb his activities. 


A Social Lion 


WILLIAM HODGINS (2351) is that 
type of criminal, who upon striking a new 
town, soon becomes a social lion and his 
new found friends 
invariably offer him 
numerous opportu- 
nities to get ahead 
in life. Availing 
himself of this 
friendship, he soon 
starts his game of 
passing bogus checks 
until the climate gets 
too warm when he 
again takes to the 
open road. He claims 
relationship to a 
Catholic clergyman 
in Canada, who has 
been endeavoring to 
right the wrongs 
committed by _ his 
relative. 

Hodgins’ checks 
are usually drawn 
on the Trust Cor- 
poration, and _ the 
Bank of Montreal, both of Toronto, Canada, 
and the Fourth and First National Bank, 
Nashville, Tenn. His description is: 25 
years of age, 6 feet tall, weighs 180 pounds, 
and is light complected. His premature 
baldness adds to his apparent age. 


William Hodgins 


C. A. JOHNSON (2352) was discharged 
by the Bankers Supply Comipany, Chicago, 
Ill., some time ago, as a result of his prac- 
tice of negotiating worthless checks to his 
employer’s customers. Since then, he has 
been making the rounds of Arkansas bank- 
ers and former business friends, imposing 


upon them to the extent of taking their cash 
in return for bogus checks drawn on various 
Texas banks. He is dangerous because of 
his inherent salesmanship, which aids him 
in working into the good will of his vic- 
tims. 


W. H. LUCE (2353) is passing checks 
drawn on the Gorham National Bank, Gor- 
ham, N. H., throughout various sections of 
New England, more particularly the north- 
ern section. His paper is bogus and the 
operator resorts to the use of such names 
as James Fuller, Michael Covell, and Frank 
Smith. 


A. E. LYONS (2354) is a bogus Elk, 
who has adopted the practice of cashing 
bogus checks among Elks lodges and their 
members throughout the state of New York. 
He invariably establishes his identity by 
producing a card attesting to his member- 
ship in the Bath Lodge of Elks, Bath, Me. 
Investigation on the part of a group of 
Elmira victims, brings forth the fact that 
there is no A. E. Lyons among the mem- 
bers of that lodge. 

This man is dangerous and has found it 
comparatively easy to capitalize the fra- 
ternal spirit displayed by the members of 
this national organization. 


ARTHUR MILTON (2356) has a pas- 
sion for issuing bogus paper to gas and oil 
stations. This man tells a story of coming 
north from Savannah, Ga., for the purpose 
of going into business in Providence, R. I. 
He is traveling in a large Hudson touring 
car, painted black, and carrying Massachu- 
sett’s state license plates. 

His checks are drawn on various banks, 
among them, the Reading National Bank, 
Reading, Pa. Milton is also known as A. 
M., or Arthur M. Milton, and is about 5 
feet 8 inches tall, weighs about 190 pounds, 
has a dark complexion, and speaks broken 
English. He is accompanied by a woman, 
who is rather large and heavy set, and a 
little girl about 8 years of age. 


Waldo, Ohio, has been visited by a swind- 
ler known as JAMES MARTIN (2355), 
who has passed checks against the supposed 
account of Robert E. Brown, drawn on the 
National Bank of Commerce, Columbus. 
This crook generally purchases flour and 
other commodities sold at grocery stores 
and tenders his checks in payment, pocket- 
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ing the change. Martin is 20 to 25 years 
of age, 5 feet 4 inches tall, slender, has a 
smooth face and is usually well dressed. 


A. L. PARKS (2357) obtained possession 
of a pass-book and a check book on the 
National Bank of Geneva, Geneva, N. Y., 
through opening an account with a bogus 
check drawn on an Albany, N. Y., institu- 
tion. Since then, Parks has passed a great 
many checks usually drawn for comparative- 
ly small amounts. A feature which ought 
to make his checks stand out is the use of 
a fake certification stamp reading, “Certified 
for $30 National Bank of Geneva,” and the 
initials, “A. C. S.” below the stamp. 


Compensation Checks 


OBERT ROGERS (2358) is success- 
fully passing bogus checks by resorting 
to a very practical trick, and working 
Kansas towns along the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad, especially at junction points. He 
usually enters a store and approaches the 
proprietor, tendering a fake letter supposedly 
written by a mutual friend, who is a well 
known local trainman. This letter tells of 
the man’s recovery and return to work, fol- 
lowing an accident, and mentions a check 
of the Penn Mutual Insurance Company. 
He is supposed to have received this check 
as compensation for his accident and the 
storekeeper is asked to cash the bogus check. 
Rogers has used the following aliases, 
Robert Fisher, alias Robert Wilson, and 
Robert Rogers. He is about 30 years of 
age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs about 135 
pounds, has brown hair, gray eyes, a dark 
complexion and bears the marks of having 
been severely hurt and burned at one time. 
He is also a drug addict and at times ap- 
plies to local doctors for treatment, 
swindling them in the same manner. 


J. L. ROBERTS (2359) representing 
himself as in the employ of the American 
Steel Corporation, New York City, is pass- 
ing bogus paper throughout West Virginia, 
ostensibly issued by that company. These 
checks are drawn on the Equitable Bank 
and Trust Company, of New York City, a 
non-existing institution, and there is, like- 
wise, no American Steel Corporation. 

We are reproducing one of these checks 
in order that members may become ac- 
quainted with their general characteristics, 
and thereby avoid loss in the future. 


gune 25th 


EQUITABLE BANK & TRUST CO. 


NEW YORK, N. ¥. 


A bogus check put over by Rogers 
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Because the spirit of play reigns in every 
convention crowd, members of such groups, 
and responsible business men catering to 
them, very often lower their guard and are 
mulcted by the unscrupulous criminal who 
makes a practice of following such assem- 
blies from place to place. C. E. MARTIN 
(2360), alias C. E. Barton, alias John W. 
Montgomery, is of this type, and judging 
from his most recent activities, he is making 
his victims pay. His worthless checks are 
usually drawn on the Peoples Bank, Pela- 
hatchie, Miss., in an amount of about $40. 


Checks for Tobacco 


ORKING on the basis of giving away 

something for nothing, a clever crook 
visited North Carolina and used the fol- 
lowing scheme to raise money. He man- 
aged to distribute many packages of 
“Granger” tobacco among farmers who 
understood that all they had to give in 
return for this commodity was the signing 
of their names in a book “for advertising 
purposes.” 

This book was especially designed so that 
the actual signing of the signature made a 
carbon impression on a check which was 
inserted underneath the first page. Having 
secured the original signature of the farmer, 
the operator proceeded to cash his checks. 
This crook, whose name is unknown, is 
about 22 or 23 years of age, tall, very 
slender, and rather delicate looking. 


RODOS (2361) is the name he is known 
by throughout Indiana. He is a Greek, and 
specializes in opening accounts at various 
banks with bogus checks drawn on the First 
Trust and Savings Bank, Hammond, Ind., 
for amounts of approximately $150. In- 
variably, he will endeavor to draw against 
the uncollected items within a day or two 
after his deposit. Watch for him. 


PATRICK J. SCANLON (2362), alias 
William Smith, is an ex-service man who is 
making a round of the homes of his “bud- 
dies” and swindling them and their friends 
whenever occasion permits. This young 
man’s habit of appropriating blank checks, 
filling them out and negotiating them, is 
beginning to cost bankers a good deal of 
money. In short, he has made himself ob- 
noxious not only to his old friends, but has 
become a menace to banking. Scanlon is 
now reported as being somewhere in Phila- 
delphia, Pa., or in the southern portion of 
New Jersey. 

WILLIAM F. SCHNEIDER (2364) 
who was employed for about ten days as 
a night watchman in a large Pittsburgh 
bank, is now officially launched upon a 
career of crime and specializes in the nego- 
tiation of bogus certified checks, drawn on 
the Central National Savings Trust Bank, 
of Pittsburgh, Pa. His wife and family 


are reported to have left for Chicago, IIl., 
but Schneider was last reported “hanging 
up” his paper in Cumberland, Ky. 

He is 27 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches 
tall, weighs about 147 pounds, is slender, 
has light sandy hair, wears shell rim glasses, 
talks well and is usually well dressed. 


WILLIAM SCOMP (2365) appeared at 
a Flemington, N. J., bank recently, and ob- 
tained cash on a check drawn on an out- 
of-town bank. This instrument accepted on 
the strength of the forged indorsement of 
a local depositor, which the banker did not 
verify at the time. A short time later, it 
was learned that the signature of the sup- 
posed maker was also a forgery. Scomp is 
25 to 28 years of age, short and stocky, 
weighs about 145 pounds, and is a good 
dresser. 


However difficult it may be to doubt a 
strange clergyman, at times it is good busi- 
ness to have him establish his identity as 
is required of anyone else. Only recently, 
Rev. HARRY T. WAGGNER (2366), as 
he calls himself, visited Buffalo, N. Y., 
where he undertook to cash a small check 
at his hotel. There were natural grounds 
for suspecting this individual; however, be- 
cause he talked too much the hotel pro- 
prietors refused to extend him cash for his 
valueless paper. Subsequent developments 
show that he obtained the indorsement of 
a local citizen, and his check for $25 drawn 
on the First National Bank, of Denver, 
Colo., was cashed. 

A message to Denver brought forth the 
information that the Rev. Waggner was not 
known to the banks there. It is reported 
that this pseudo clergyman also draws checks 
on the First National Bank, of Seattle, 
Wash., and on banks throughout southern 
California. 


ALEX WATTS (2367) is heading west- 
ward, leaving a trail of bogus checks be- 
hind him. These checks are drawn on the 
Henderson National Bank, Henderson, Ky., 
and are usually signed, “The Watts Coal 
Company.” They are made out for amounts 
of $50 or $75. When last heard of, he was 
in Denver, Colo. 


J. F. WALTON (2368) has been reported 
negotiating bogus cashier’s checks through- 
out Arkansas, where he was traveling by 
auto, supposedly en route to New York. 
The paper that Walton is passing is drawn 
on a fictitious bank, The Merchants Na- 
tional Bank of Farwell, Farwell, Tex., and 
is printed on blue safety paper, usually made 
payable to J. F. Walton and signed E. M. 
Collins, cashier. He also produces a letter, 
purporting to have been written by the 
cashier of the bank, reading to the effect 
that the check in question represents a col- 
lection of rentals due from his property in 
Farwell. 

This criminal is also known as J. W. 
Norton and is about 60 years of age. He is 
accompanied by an old lady of the same age, 
whose hair is completely gray and who is 


apparently suffering from some physical 
deformity. 


An operator callmg himself WILLIAM 
WENDELL (2369) is swindling bankers 
in Indiana and Missouri with the aid of a 
bogus draft, ostensibly drawn by the First 
National Bank, of Boulder, Colo., on the 
National City Bank, of New York City. 
This crook is also making a round of hotels, 
but is imposing on bankers particularly. All 
of his checks bear the same serial number, 
viz., 4222. . 


S. F. CLAYTON (2370), alias H. L. 
WILLIAMS, is negotiating forged cash- 
ier’s checks throughout Mississippi, where 
he is finding many victims among mer- 
chants. His checks purport to be cash- 
ier’s checks, drawn on the First Na- 
tional Bank, Meridian, Miss., and bear the 
supposed signature of H. C. Banner, its 
assistant cashier. Williams has been espe- 
cially active in and about Hattiesburg, 
where he cashed numerous checks, which 
were made out for varying amounts up to 
$367. 


Look for a Limp 


OHN W. WILSON (2371) stalks his 

victims and plays along with them before 
making his killing. Thus far, we have no 
record of his swindling banks, but a crim- 
inal possessing his cleverness may not stop 
at defrauding business men but may be ex- 
pected to work on a larger scale against 
some member bank. The daring profession- 
al crooks eventually recognize that direct 
action against the banks is the shortest 
route to their objective—money. 

Wilson recently passed through Kansas 
City, where he purchased quantities of 
wearing apparel and jewelry at various 
stores, paying for these with cash. In this 
manner he became thoroughly acquainted 
with the salesmen. Returning, he again 


_ made purchases at the different establish- 


ments and was waited upon by the same 
salesmen. This time he used bogus checks, 
drawn on the Pacific Trust & Savings Bank 
of Los Angeles, which were eventually re- 
turned as worthless. 

This criminal is about 43 years of age, 5 
feet 11 inches tall, weighs about 165 pounds, 
is medium slender, has a medium complex- 
ion, wears thick lensed glasses, one more so 
than the other and limps with an artificial 
foot. Wilson wears a black belt with a 
green gold buckle inscribed “J. W. W.” and 
a platinum ring of original design, with a 
large dark stone, surrounded by diamonds. 


Member banks in North Dakota have 
been victimized by a crook using stolen 
drafts from the Farmers Elevator and 
Trading Company, of Wild Rice, N. D. 
The drafts are numbered 2601 to 2612 in- 
clusive, and are drawn on the Merchants 
National Bank, of Fargo. Information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of the 
individual negotiating this paper should be 
forwarded to the North Dakota Bankers 
Association at Fargo. This criminal is de- 
scribed as 26 years of age, about 5 feet 9 
inches tall, weighs about 165 pounds and has 
light hair and a light complexion. 
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A Fraternal Imposter 


R. WILLIAMS (2372) is another of 

J ¢@ the species who is making his member- 
ship in a national fraternity pay heavy divi- 
dends at the expense of an open-handed 
brotherhood. Having met a large number of 
Shriners at the recent convention in Phila- 
delphia, Pa., this operator is now traveling 
over the country capitalizing the goodwill 
he earned during that brief get-together. 

Representing himself as a lawyer, Wil- 
liams visited Denver, Colo., a short time 
ago to pay his respects to a number of his 
new-found banker acquaintances. This led 
to introductions to the higher bank officials, 
which paved the way for a bit of sharp 
practice netting him thousands of dollars. 
Shortly after his arrival, Williams induced 
a banker to cash a bogus certified check, 
drawn on the Parkside Trust Company, 
Camden, N. J., supposedly issued by J. B. 
Anderson, Inc., of that city. He obtained 
some money and a cashier’s check for a 
large sum which he negotiated in a neigh- 
boring city and obtained A. B. A. Travel- 
lers’ Cheques in amounts of $100 each, se- 
rially numbered from 99127 to 99135, in- 
clusive. These cheques were issued by the 
Exchange National Bank, Colorado Springs, 
Colo. 
Williams is from 45 to 50 years of age, 
about 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs about 
190 to 195 pounds; has a smooth complexion, 
dark, slightly tinged gray hair, and walks 
very erect. 


Arrests 


Forgers, Etc. 


ADDISON, J. C—July, San Francisco, 
Cal., returned to Oakland, Cal., County 
ail. 

AARD, ROLAND, alias Paul Norris (T. 
N.)—July 17, Los Angeles, Cal., City Jail. 

CLAPP, FAY S.—April 26, Los Angeles, 
Cal., City Jail. 

CURTIS, ERNEST D., alias Theodore 
Evans (T. N.)—August 2, Boston, Mass., 
City Jail. 

DARE, GUY O.—August 7, Bonnie, IIl., 
County Jail. 

GREENBERG, JOSEPH—July 26, Los 
Angeles, Cal., City Jail. 
GREENMAN, A. R.—July, Ill., 

County Jail. 

HARRIS, M.—August 9, Los Angeles, Cal., 
City Jail. 

HOGAN, THORTON—July 17, Kansas 
City, Mo., City Jail. 

JORDAN, THEODORE R., alias Isadore 
Josky—July 2, Old Orchard, Me., County 
ail. 

KiMLER, WALTER, alias Chas. Walker 
—July, Chicago, Ill., County Jail. 

MAHER, J. MITCHELL—August 2, New 
York, N. Y., City Jail. 

McBRIDE, J.—July 21, Los Angeles, Cal., 
City Jail. 

MURRAY, MICHAEL—July 29, Madison, 
Conn., County Jail. 

RAYFORD, LOUIS—August 7, Atlanta, 
Ga., City Jail. 

ROGERS, ALFRED—August 7, Mount 
Vernon, Iil., County Jail. 

SAWEY, JOAN BERNARD, alias Harry 
E. Thompson, alias Captain Buck Miller— 
July 21, San Antonio, Tex. 


Joliet, 


SCOTT, C. E., alias F. A. Carpenter—July 
28, St. Louis, Mo., City Jail. 

SHELTON, EARL (Burrel)—August 6, 
Mount Vernon, Ill., County Jail. 

WALSH, ESTHER (T. N.), alias G. W. 
Garrett, alias Esther Foley—May 1, Bos- 
ton, Mass., County Jail. 

YSEA, FRANCISCO, alias Francisco Da- 
niel Flores—August 5, Los Angeles, Cal., 
City Jail. 

ZEILER, JACK—July 24, New York, 
N. Y., City Jail. 


Holdup Robbers 


BAKER, A. J.—July, Columbus, Ga., re- 
turned to Lake Alfred, Fla., County Jail. 

BRANDUM, CURLY—July 28, Fargo, 
N. D., County Jail. 

BRANDUM, MALLOY—July 28, Fargo, 
N. D., County Jail. 

DANIELS, CHARLES—July, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, City Jail. k 

HEUER, CHARLES—May 7, Carsonville, 
Mo., County Jail. 

KENT, ROBERT—July 17, East Lake, 
Ga., Hospital. 

MILLER, JOHN GILBERT—July 28, 
West Warwick, R. I., County Jail. 


MORRIS,  WILLIAM—July, Detroit, 
Mich., City Jail. 
REYNOLDS, GRODY—July 17, East 


Lake, Ga., returned to Birmingham, Ala., 
County Jail. 

SHEEHAN, ARTHUR—July 10, Mar- 
shall, Ill., County Jail. 

STODOLKA, PETER—July 28, Fargo, 
N. D., County Jail. 

WARD, GERVIUS, alias Harly Morris— 
July, Cincinnati, Ohio, City Jail. 


Dispositions 
Forgers, Etc. 


ADDISON, J. C., alias S. S. Adams—Case 
settled, restitution made, Oakland, Cal. 
ANDERSON, L., alias Louis Jacobs—Case 
dismissed, insufficient evidence, Los An- 
geles, Cal. 

BECKER, GEORGE—Complaint 
drawn, released, Atlantic City, N. J. 

BENNY, JOE, alias Joe Auerbach, alias 
Joe Bernard—1 to 14 years, Idaho State 
Penitentiary, Boise, Idaho. 

DALEY, WM.—8 months, County work- 
house, Binghamton, N. Y. 


with- 
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FVERETT, J. B—Restitution made, case 
settled, Rock Springs, Wyo. 

GARRETT, G. W., alias Esther Foley, alias 
Esther Jarvis—Indeterminate _ sentence, 
House of Good Shepherd, Boston. 

HARRIS, MISS SONOMA—Restitution 
made, case settled, Los Angeles. 

KIMLER, WALTER—1 to 14 years, IIli- 
nois State Penitentiary, Joliet, Ill. 

LEWIS, JOSEPH—10 years, State Peni- 
tentiary, Elmira, N. Y. 

MANDIONI, JAMES—3 years, paroled, 
Manteca, Cal. 

McBRIDE, J.—Released, unable to locate 
accessories, Los Angeles. 

NELSON, LEONARD, C., alias Charles 
T. Coonell—2 to 14 years, Michigan State 
Prison, Jackson, Mich. 

OLAGNE, FRANCISCO—Case dismissed, 
funds withdrawn were his own under 
wife’s name, Los Angeles. 

PAYNE, JULIA—Released, insufficient evi- 
dence, Los Angeles. 

SCOTT, H. GLENN—1 year, 
Omaha, III. 

WILSON, J. A., alias J. W. Anderson, alias 
Don C. Knowles—6 years, Texas State 
Penitentiary, Huntsville, Tex. 

ZEILER, JACK or JAKE—Fugitive, 
jumped bail, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Burglars 


AUSTIN, HART—Fugitive from justice, 
New. Orleans, La. 

CAPER, HENRY—15 years, Florida State 
Penitentiary, Tallahasse, Fla. 


Holdup Robbers 


FLOWERS, AMOS—Sent to Kansas City, 
Mo., to face another charge, when Phila- 
delphia case set aside because of insuffi- 
cient evidence. 

GARRITY, TOM—Parole violator, re- 
turned to Tennessee State Penitentiary, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

KING, ALBERT—Insane, Indian Insane 
Asylum. 

PETERSON, JOHN, alias John Anderson, 
alias Frank Gordon—Life, State Peniten- 
tiary, Stillwater, Minn. 

STONE, RAY—Released, lack of evidence, 
Webster Grove, Mo. 

SCHULTZE, HARRY—20 years, Auburn 
Prison, N. Y. 

THOMPSON, JAMES, alias Howard Hall, 
alias Walter Lloyd Clark—10 years to 
life, San Quentin Prison, California. 


paroled, 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


| 


Arrests 
Awaiting 
Trial {Reported|Reported 
Aug. Since in 
1925 |Aug.31,| Aug. 
1925 1926 
Forgers, etc... 180 226 22 
Burglars....... 57 26 
Holdup robbers.} 202 185 12 
Sneak thieves. . 3 1 


“|__| 


Dispositions 


Dis- 


Con- | charged | Escaped} Total 
Total | victed Awaiting 

Trial 

248 151 202 
26 13 60 
197 165 179 

1 3 
472 329 444 
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Action Upon the Preventive Measures Suggested in This Section Is Preferable by Bank Officials 


Strengthening the Working Routine Behind the Cages, Rather Than Leaving the Preven- 
tion of Loss Entirely to the Memory of Tellers. Profit by the Nationwide Ex- 
perience of Banking by Instructions That Will Make Similar Losses Impossible 


PROTECTIVE DEPARTMENT 


American 
Bankers Association 
Journal 


SECTION TWO 


Contents Noted by 
Caution Tellers President... 


Against 


“Cash” “Currency” 
“O.K. for Cash,” etc. Receiving Teller 


Paying Teller 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


Cauirornia, Los ANGELES.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. New York, BurraLo.—D. S. Morgan Building. 


‘CaLIFoRNIA, SAN FRAncisco.—First National Bank Building. New Yorx, New Yorx.—1l65 Broadway. 
Cotorapo, DENVER.—421 Cooper Building. 3 T 
District oF CoLtuMBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. Onto, CLEvELAND.—Swetland Building. 


Fioripa, Mram1.—220-221 Calumet Building. OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 
Georgia, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. Orecon, PortLaNp.—Yeon Building. 
ILLIno1s, CH1caco.—1020 Otis Building. PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 


Louristana, New Oreans.—930-932 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 
MaryLanp, BALTIMorE.—Fidelity Building. 


MassacuHusetts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. Texas, Dattas.—614 Kirby Building. 


Texas, Houston.—1020 Keystone Building. 

Micuican, Detroit.—Dime Savings Bank Building. A 

Minnesota, MinNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. Texas, San Anton10.—606 Travis Building. _ 
Missourr, Kansas Crty.—Ridge Arcade Building. Uran, Satt Lake Crry.—525 Continental Building. 
Missouri, St. Louts.—Railway Exchange Building. Wasuincton, Seattie.—L. C. Smith Building. 
NEBRASKA, OMAHA.—756 Omaha National Bank Building. WASHINGTON, SPOKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 


~ 
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Oxto, Cincinnati.—1012 Keith’s Theater Building. 


PENNSYLVANIA, PittsBuRGH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 
TENNESSEE, MEMPHIs.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Building. 
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Caution’s Lesson Scorned 


N various sections of the country, 
especially the eastern states, banks 
are sustaining heavy losses through 
their disregard of the numerous 
warnings broadcast in this publication. 
During the past year we have repeat- 
edly warned of the activities of an ex- 
tremely dangerous band of office 
thieves and forgers, yet these crimi- 
nals are still active and have obtained 
thousands of dollars from members. 
This deplorable situation might be 
excused were their method of ap- 
proach not easily recognizable, but 
there is no reason why their activities 
should not be readily stopped and the 
entire band successfully prosecuted. 
With this idea in mind we again 
feature their activities and trust that 
their next attempt to defraud will re- 
sult in arrests. This is unlikely with- 
out the full cooperation of our 
members. This band of criminals is 
headed by an expert forger, and they 
follow the practice of robbing office 
suites, for the sole purpose of obtain- 
ing blank checks, cancelled vouchers 


Berra 


a 
Ar 
and data pertaining to the depositors’ 


balance. The penman then writes one 
or more checks, bearing exact fac- 


similes of depositors’ signatures, mak- 
ing them payable either to “Cash,” 
“Currency” or “Bearer,” usually in 
amounts of three or four figures. 

When the checks are présented for 
payment by one of the crooks, they 
are indorsed “O.K.” or “O.K. for 
Cash” with the customer’s signature 
appearing as a guarantee indorsement, 
followed by the presenter’s indorse- 
ment. These characteristics, which 
are shown in the specimens of hand- 
writing reproduced herewith, should 
serve as a danger signal and place 
tellers on their guard. 

To repeat, we again urge that this 
article and handwriting be carefully 
studied by those responsible for the 
supervision of tellers and the routine 
behind the cases so that the amazing 
success of this band may be quickly 
ended through arrests. These crooks 
are sufficiently slick and daring to 
continue mulcting banks until every 
teller is properly instructed and seri- 
ous efforts are made to arrest and 
place these criminals behind the bars, 


Dryden Is a Dangerous Operator 


J. DRYDEN (1607), by virtue of his 
@ knowledge of banking, an uncanny 
ability as a penman, and persistence, has be- 
come one of the most dangerous forgers 
now at large. He recently engineered a 
scheme which netted him a large sum, 
through negotiating in New York City a 
check drawn on a Massachusetts bank. 
Ostensibly written by a customer carry- 
ing a substantial account, the check was ex- 
posed as a forgery following the customary 
monthly reconciliation. Dryden attempted 
to draw against the check as soon as de- 


C. J. Dryden, alias Paul Guerin 


posited, but the New York bank insisted on 
first collecting the item. Yet he succeeded 
in withdrawing a large sum 14 days later 
as the check was paid by the drawee. In 
this transaction the name Paul Guerin was 
used, but he has been identified as Dryden. 

Dryden is not a piker, as his operations 
are on a large scale, and member banks 
throughout the country will do well to 
watch for him. His description is: About 
38 years of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall, 160 
pounds in weight; has black hair and a dark 
complexion. 


Protect Your “O.K.” Initials 


N last month’s issue we suggested pre- 

ventive measure to combat the activities 
of certain dangerous swindlers who have 
been attacking members through the me- 
dium of forged “O. K.s” and initials of 
bank officers on bogus checks. 

Since the publication of fhat article the 


operations of these crooks have increased ~ 


to such an extent that as a solution of the 
situation we must suggest the greater safe- 
guard of instructing tellers to pay “initialed” 
checks only when presented by an employee 


or bank guard. Those authorized to ap- 
prove such checks should support this pro- 
cedure by handing the cash to the customer 
direct. In any event do not permit such 
checks to be returned to the presenter after 
they have been initialed, thereby preventing 
raising of the amount and eliminating the 
possibility of the initials being forged on 
another check. 

This procedure is followed by many banks 
as a matter of courtesy in cashing checks 
for known customers. It has also proved 


to be an effective preventive measure against 
other, methods of artful forgers. 


An unknown operator, of whom the only 
description furnished is that he is an old 
man, has passed $4 and $5 bogus checks in 
Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and Illinois, drawn 
on the Old National City Bank of Lima, 
Ohio. Each check bears a rubber stamp 
mark, “The Merchants Advertising and 
Dist. Co., Inc.” 
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Mary Cole Arrested in New York State 


ARY COLE (2416), alias Mary Mac- 

Donald, who is charged with having 
negotiated various forgeries throughout the 
Bay region, of California, was arrested re- 
cently in Syracuse, N. Y. 

At the time of her arrest, she was ac- 
companied by HERBERT D. MACDON- 
ALD (2417), her alleged husband and co- 
worker. This couple left Oakland, Calif., 
in a stolen automobile and worked east- 
ward until apprehended in New York 
State. The police of Oakland hold war- 
rants for their arrest and they will be ex- 
tradited to that point. Meanwhile, mem- 
ber banks, recognizing in this woman a 
criminal who has swindled their institution 
at some time in the past, should lodge de- 
tainer warrants for her further punishment. 

The Cole woman is about 28 years of age, 


Mary Cole, alias Mary MacDonald 


5 feet 4% inches tall, weighs 131 pounds, 
has light brown hair, a medium light com- 
plexion, and claims to have been born in 
Englewood, Kan. 


A Novel Bank Swindling Scheme 


DANGEROUSLY well planned 

scheme for swindling bankers came to 
light recently, when a large Minneapolis, 
Minn., institution found itself the loser of 
several thousand dollars as a result of its 
credulous attitude toward an apparently 
genuine business request. 

By forging the letterhead of the defunct 
Farmers Bank and Trust Company of Kutz- 
town, Pa., a crook, posing as a bank offi- 
cial, wrote letters to several banks in Min- 
neapolis, advising them that they were en- 
closing their cashier’s check, made out to 
the order of a DR. J. H. PAGE (2378), 
who was on his way to their city from 
Texas. They requested the Minneapolis in- 
stitution to hand the check to Dr. Page and 


Two “Paper Hangers” 
In Toils 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Hale 


R. AND MRS. WALTER HALE 

(2376), having passed worthless 
checks in many Illinois towns, were re- 
cently arrested at Springfield, Ill. This 
pair usually opened accounts with banks 
by depositing worthless checks drawn on a 
St. Louis, Mo., institution. In this man- 
ner they obtained check books and imme- 
diately thereafter made purchases from 


take up a mortgage note, which was due, 
and which Dr. Page held. 

The entire affair looked bona-fide, con- 
sequently some of the bankers were inclined 
to pay over the money; one of them actu- 
ally did, but most of them conformed strict- 
ly to the wording of the letter and only 
handed over the check. 

This criminal is dangerous and his method 
is so thoroughly convincing that member 
banks will do well to be constantly on the 
alert for his appearance. He is approxi- 
mately 50 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 
weighs about 140 to 150 pounds, has dark 
hair, thin, smooth shaven face, slender build, 
wears dark clothes and has a decided pro- 
fessional appearance. 


local merchants, paying with worthless 
checks against the local bank. 

Member banks recognizing either party 
as former customers should request their 
known victims to immediately lodge de- 
tainer warrants with the Sheriff of Sanga- 
mon County, Ill. Hale’s description is: 
24 years old, 5 feet 9 inches, weight 160 
pounds, red hair. His companion is about 
the same age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 
110 pounds, and has brown bobbed hair. 


Bogus Certified Checks 


AY unknown operator working in New 
York City is attempting to negotiate 
bogus certified checks drawn on the Delancy 
Street Branch of the Bank of United 
States. This man’s scheme includes an at- 
tempt to cash the paper at a bank, but when 
this fails, he permits the check to be sent 
through for collection. No attempt is made 
to forge a name of a depositor and the cer- 
tification is the work of a bungling novice. 
As near as it could be deciphered, the name 
of the maker of the last check was MOS- 
KOWITZ (2381), while the name of the 
payee was Friedman. 


Bank Clerk Goes Bad 


INCE leaving the employ of the First 
Trust and Savings Bank, Kankakee, IIl., 
A. E. OWNDAY (2377) has been travel- 
ing throughout the West Coast States, 
where he is passing bogus paper drawn on 
his old employers. He was last heard of 
in Seattle, Wash., but migrates very rapidly 
and drives a Chevrolet sedan. His checks 
invariably bear a forged certification; 
therefore, if members will question such 
documents drawn on out-of-town banks, 
they may be saved considerable anxiety and 
ultimate loss. 
This operator is described as being only 
21 years old, weighs about 170 pounds, and 
is a decided blonde. 


WATTS (2379) is drawing bo- 
gus checks on the Henderson National 
Bank of Henderson, Ky., and is purporting 
to represent the Watts Coal Company. The 
Kentucky institution claims to have re- 
ceived many of these checks which are 
coming from middle western points and par- 
ticularly Ilfinois. The amounts of these in- 
struments range anywhere from $50 to $100, 
and the operator is equally proficient at vic- 
timizing banks, hotels or lumber and coal 
concerns. 


Look Out For Perodeau 


is no doubt, that in his dealings 
with the Cleveland Trust Company of 
Cleveland, Ohio, one L. J. PERODEAU 
(2380) was laying the foundation for a 
scheme to defraud some one. The exact 
form his swindle may have assumed remains 
to be seen, but member banks are warned 
to watch for a man who may present a re- 
ceipt showing a deposit of $85,000 with the 
Cleveland Trust Company. 

Perodeau is from 30 to 35 years of age, 
5 feet 6 or 7 inches tall, weighs about 140 
to 150 pounds, has a smooth face, dark com- 
plexion. Although he claims to be a French- 
Canadian, his English is not marred by an 
accent. 


Passes Bogus California 
Checks 


SCHEFFER (2383) is trans- 
acting alleged business deals with bogus 
checks of the Union Trust Company, San 
Diego, Calif., an organization that does no 
banking business. Scheffer’s checks may be 
recognized by the fact that instead of using 
the proper bank’s title, The Union Trust 
Co., he has had checks printed with the title 
extended to read, Union Trust Company of 
San Diego. 

This crook’s method of operation is to 
open an account with $200 cash and a 
check drawn on the above institution. Ad- 
ditional deposits are made until he manages 
to withdraw on the uncollected items and 
disappears. Thus far, his checks have been 
signed Edward Ringold, as the maker. The 
operator is of medium height, has the ap- 
pearance of an Italian and speaks broken 
English, which may only be affected to suit 
the circumstances. 
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Bogus Music Master 


E called himself J. A. BARTHOLDI 

(2382) and claimed to be a_ well- 
known musician, composer, director and 
teacher, but, also, he proved to be just a 
plain ordinary check passer. 

Bartholdi came to Seattle, engaged a room 
and immediately launched upon a campaign 
of music teaching. His pupils and new- 
found friends listened to past glories and 
future conquests only to be suddenly dis- 
illusioned when his checks issued on the 
Greenwich Bank, Herald Square Branch, 
New York City, and the National Bank of 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., were returned unpaid. 

This swindler is about 60 to 65 years of 
age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 145 pounds, 
has gray hair; is slightly bald; has blue 
eyes, smooth face, wears glasses, and is well 
dressed, favoring blue serge and gray suits. 


oF fors A, t 
Duh oll, 


More Fake Salesmen- 
Crooks 


OE BENNETT (2384) has duped hotels 

in southern California, and defrauded 
member banks by drawing on uncollected 
funds. The checks he uses in opening ac- 
counts are bogus, and in most instances are 
drawn on the First National Bank, San 
Diego, Calif. 

Bennett is described as being about 37 
years of age, 5 feet 5 inches tall, has light 
brown hair, blue eyes, clean-cut type. He 
at all times carries a brief case and exhibits 
a sample of the Dual Electric Company 
light globe, for which he claims the local 
agency. 


Spotted Nose 


ARRY WILLIAMS (2385) alias C. D. 

Adams, a smooth confidence type of 
crook, has become particularly annoying to 
member banks throughout the Bay section 
of California. 

This slicker claims to represent the Todd 
Protectograph Company as well as the 
Sleeper Stamp Company, manufacturers of 
rubber stamps. His method of operation 
calls for the collecting of blank checks and 
signatures of various prospective buyers, 
after a so-called demonstration of his wares. 
Upon leaving his prospect, Williams has a 
fairly definite idea where the merchant does 
his banking and in many instances possesses 
the man’s official signature. 

This fellow is 35 years of-age, 5 feet 7 
inches tall, weighs about 145 pounds, me- 
dium build, dark hair, dark blue eyes, dark 
complexion, and wears dark clothes. He 
speaks with a foreign accent, but a striking 
feature that makes this man easily recog- 
nizable is a prominent nose, the point of 
which is black spotted. 


Know Signatures 


EITERATING an _ oft-re- 
peated warning, we again 
point out that heavy losses are 
suffered in many banks through- 
out the country through careless- 
ness on the part of the paying 
teller, who should know the 
peculiarities of a depositor’s sig- 
nature before advancing cash. 
Recently, a teller in a branch office 
of a Los Angeles bank paid on 
a check which was not only 
crudely drawn, but the name of 
the depositor was written minus 
one initial that the depositor cus- 
tomarily used in signing his sig- 
nature. Even ordinary care on 
the part of the paying teller in 
this instance should have saved 
the bank a loss. 


Brotherly Love 


PAIR of bogus check operators, NEW- 

TON MURPHY (2386) and WIL- 
LIAM G. HILL (2387), have just been 
called to our attention as having left a 
crooked trail of $20 and $30 checks on their 
automobile tour of the country. Member 
banks in the west will do well to heed this 
notice as this roving team is reported as 
headed in that direction. 

The brotherly spirit of these financial 
manipulators is well illustrated by their fre- 
quent check transactions which are invar- 
iably made through the local lodges of the 
Masonic and Elk organizations. Their 
paper is usually drawn on the Back Bay 
Office of the Atlantic National Bank, Bos- 
ton, Mass. Thus far we have been unable to 
obtain a good description of these crooks. 


Plans Frustrated 


RECENT investigation by our agents 
at San Francisco revealed and frus- 
trated the plans of E. H. CARTER (2388) 
and one HARVEY (2389), who were about 
to flood the country with bogus checks. 
These would-be financial wizards appeared 
at the office of a responsible printing com- 
pany and ordered 200 blank checks. The 
checks were to bear the firm name of North- 
ern Rock and Gravel Co., Pleasantville, 
Calif., and were drawn on The Oakland 
Bank, Oakland, Cal. 

An ostensible protector printed below the 
payee’s name specified, “This check not 
valid in excess of $75.00, or if altered or 
mutilated.” Arrangements were made to de- 
liver the blank checks on a specified date, 
but through the discretion of the printer 
and the Oakland bank an investigation was 
started, which disclosed several discrepan- 
cies, one being that the firm was unknown. 

On date of delivery, a boy appeared at 
the printing plant, obtained the checks and 
was followed to a restaurant, where he de- 
livered the checks to a patron, who gave 
his name as J. C. McCullough. 
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Wily Colored Maid 


Wrgpeanieincaie servants sometimes have a 
tendency to appropriate things belong- 
ing to their employers, such as miniature 
trinkets or pieces of lurid colored cloth and 
household necessities, such as soap, dishes, 
etc., but seldom money, and very rarely do 
they resort to forgery. 

However, in Atlanta, Ga., a negro maid 
recently chose this method of defrauding 
a local bank. Calling up her employer’s 
depository and posing as the customer, she 
informed the woman teller that her maid 
was being sent to the bank with a check to 
be cashed. This occurred several times, 
but the monthly statement brought the fraud 
to light. The maid has been arrested, but 
thus far, has refused to implicate her ac- 
complice. 

Meanwhile our agents are seeking her, a 
negress about 30 years of age, 5 feet 6 
inches tall, light brown color, who has high 
cheek bones and neatly dressed. 


Boom Flotsam 


TEX., and vicinity is an- 
other boom center, where the finding 
of oil has caused a general influx of all 
types, among them the man who obtains his 
livelihood by attacking someone’s bank ac- 
count, 

Recently, D. E. CARTER (2390) using 
the account of a prominent firm of con- 
tractors, cashed in heavily by floating a 
batch of checks, which at a glance appear 
to be pay checks. This operator has taken 
advantage of the general bustle and let- 
down in vigilance by the local business 
men and has negotiated his paper in a 
wholesale manner. Nothing definite is 
known of this crook, who has also used 
the following names, C. L. Parks, B. C. 
Daniels and J. L. McGee. 


Big Time Crook 


R FRASER (2391) is a criminal of the 
¢ AARON ARONOWITZ (1426) type, 
who finds profit in introducing himself to 
bankers and the business men of a com- 
munity, as a representative of some large 
concern about to open a branch office. 

At times he actually enters into negotia- 
tions for property, supplies, etc., then hav- 
ing received the proper introduction to a 
bank he opens a personal account and one 
for his alleged firm. In the latest instance, 
his checks were drawn on the City Trust 
Company, Indianapolis, Ind., and although 
he was not successful in completing his 
swindle, the influx of checks which he has 
passed among newly found friends, speaks 
of a real harvest. 

Fraser is about 35 years of age, 5 feet 10 
inches tall, weighs about 165 pounds, has 
dark hair and complexion and is a g 
dresser. 


Warning 


WILLIAM E. ALLEN (2375), a petit 
forger who also makes his checks payable 
to W. E. Allen, has recently left a trail 
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of bogus checks in Cincinnati, Dayton and 
Columbus, all of which are drawn on the 
Security Bank, Portsmouth, Va. Allen’s 
method is to obtain the indorsement of per- 
sons known to the bank, and little suspicion 
is aroused due to the small amount of his 
checks. 


GEORGE E. ANDERSON (2392) is 
flooding Michigan with bogus checks drawn 
on the Bank of Detroit, at Detroit, Mich. 
This crook usually opens an account with 
checks drawn to the order of the bank ap- 
proached. Unfortunately, nothing definite 
can be said of this operator at this time, 
but beyond usual diligence against paying 
funds to strangers, checks drawn as below 
should be carefully scrutinized. 


G. ARMSTRONG (2393) has left North 
Carolina and Virginia, where he passed 
bogus checks drawn on the First and Mer- 
chants National Bank of Richmond, Va., 
and when last heard of was in Philadelphia, 
Pa., followirig his plan of swindling the 
unwary. His checks are yellow, with the 
bank’s name printed in red directly over 
that of the First National Bank, Richmond, 
Va. The instrument is usually filled out in 
typewriting, a check protector is used, and 
the check supposedly issued by the W. L. 
Petty Company, or Silas Shelburn & Sons. 
Armstrong also uses the aliases of Grover 
Armstrong, Herbert Morris and Ben Rogers. 


A young East Indian, known only as 
BANKS (2394), forged his father’s signa- 
ture to a check and, with the assistance of 
his brother-in-law’s signature, was success- 
ful in defrauding a bank at Maplewood, 
Mo. This gyp artist, even in his novitiate, 
was clever enough to obtain the bona fide 
endorsement of a person known to the bank 
officials. The endorser, knowing the rela- 
tionship of those named on the check, had 
no reason to doubt its authenticity, and con- 
sequently endorsed it. 

Young Banks is reported to have fled to 
Detroit, Mich., where he may attempt a 
repetition of his financial accomplishments. 
He is 25 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
is broad, muscular, and has a very black 
complexion, with kinky hair and stubby 
mustache. 


A Chicagoan calling himself STANLEY 
BEIRS (2395) has developed into a dan- 
gerous forger. Recently he obtained the 
signature of a woman customer of two 
banks and was successful in defrauding 
those institutions by forging her name on 
two checks in large amounts. Beirs is de- 
scribed as 30 years of age, 6 feet tall, about 
160 pounds in weight, slender build, dark hair 
and sometimes wears a small mustache. 


For some unknown reason J. B. CARRAN 
(2396) recently failed to complete a well- 
planned scheme which probably would have 
netted him several thousand dollars. Through 
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some sort of trickery, he obtained a letter- 
head and a stamped envelope, with return 
address of a Florida bank and partly car- 
ried out his plan by writing the following 
letter to himself in care of a bank in an- 
other city. The letter was signed ostensi- 
bly by the cashier of Carran’s depository. 

“We have your letter of the 2nd inst., 
and as suggested therein we have certified 
your check for $4,283 and are returning 
same herewith for your use at your present 
location. You suggested in your telegram 
today that we transfer this amount by wire 
for your credit, but you fail to state to 
which bank you wished it transferred. We 
feel the certified check will serve your pur- 
pose, and in the event we can be of further 
assistance to you, please command us. 

“You have our very best wishes in your 
new field of endeavor, and if we can ever 
be of service to you, please call us. 

“With personal regards and best wishes, 
we remain.” 

Carran did not call on his intended vic- 
tim, therefore the letter was returned to the 
bank that had apparently sent it. Only then 
was the scheme discovered. As a letter of 
this kind would bear every indication of 
being authentic, this case is a reminder of 
the diligence that is necessary at all times 
in the carrying out of a bank’s ordinary 
business. 


While in Knoxville, Tenn, HENRY 
B. DAVIS (2397) put over a bogus check 
drawn on the Federal Reserve Bank, At- 
lanta, Ga. Using part of the proceeds, he 
purchased travelers’ cheques, bearing the 
name of this Association, in denominations 
of $100 each, numbered from A2189960 to 
A2189969 inc. This crook may undertake 
to negotiate these cheques at some member 
bank; therefore, careful watch should hasten 
his arrest. Any information as to his 
whereabouts should be immediately com- 
municated to the nearest office of our 
agents, or this department. 


Counterfeit United States Veterans’ Bu- 
reau Compensation checks are being circu- 
lated in the vicinity of Arkansas without the 
proper serial or symbol numbers. They are 
printed on blue tint Hammermill Bond 
safety paper and appear to have been issued 


‘by the Washington, D. C., office of the Vet- 


erans’ Bureau. LEACLE FINLEY (2398) 
is the operator who has been cashing these 
checks, and it is believed he is the same 
party responsible for the circulation of 
counterfeit Treasury checks in Arkansas. 
The forged signature on these latest coun- 
terfeit checks is that of W. B. Thornell, 
Special Disbursing Agent. . 


ED FLAHERTY (2399), a small-time 
forger, follows the practice of obtaining his 
employer’s check as salary for odd jobs, 
then duplicates the original, and passes it 
for such items as room rent, receiving the 
difference in cash. This operator usually 


-carries considerable cash with him, and at 


times opens an account with local institu- 
tions, depositing currency. The account is 
kept active with the result that he is able 
to catch the bankers off their guard when 
he finally presents his forged paper. His 
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description is, 55 to 60 years of age, 5 feet 
6 inches tall, and weighs 155 pounds, medium 
build, gray hair, blue eyes, fair complexion, 
small gray mustache, apparently American 
workingman. 


A woman who appears to be laying the 
foundation for passing checks without suffi- 
cient funds opened two accounts in San 
Francisco banks under the name of Mrs. 
JANE C. GAULT (2400) and immediately 
thereafter overdrew each account. Although 
she has not defrauded a bank thus far, this 
woman has used her ostensible credit at 
banks to defraud merchants. 


E. B. GREEG (2401) cashed a check in 
Houston, Tex., which the supposed maker 
has refuted. The customer cannot account 
for the manner in which the crook could 
have obtained possession of his signature 
unless by picking up a scrap of paper dis- 
carded in the bank. 

The operator is described as about 27 
years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing 
about 150 pounds, of medium build; has a 
heavily tanned complexion denoting an out- 
door type; showed a bristly beard of sev- 
eral days growth and impressed as being 
a rough type of laborer. 


JACK GRIER (2402) made a speedy trip 
from his home town of Pittsburgh to the 
warmer clime of Florida, where he passed 
several checks alleged to be forgeries. Al- 
though he is believed to have made a speedy 
departure from Florida, member banks are 
warned to exercise all due precaution if 
they receive any checks bearing this name. It 
is thought that he is most likely to be found 
about hotels, where he is a conspicuous fig- 
ure by his incessant cigarette smoking, his 
stylish dressing and “big time” talk. He is 
described as about 37 or 38 years of age, 
weighs about 115 pounds, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, very nervous, rather bald, mostly about 
the crown of his head, sharp features, per- 
pendicular scar on left upper lip, but scar 
is believed to be only temporary. 


W. J. HARTMAN (2403), a veteran of 
the art of free and easy living, made an ap- 
pearance in- New York City, where he rep- 
resented himself as the sales manager of a 
large out-of-town corporation so as to expe- 
dite his passing of worthless checks. He 
negotiates with responsible business men 
and gets them to cash his firm’s checks, with 
his own name countersigned thereon. The 
two checks passed in New York were re- 
turned from the Equitable Trust Company 
of Chicago, on which they were drawn. 
Hartman is also believed to have made oc- 
casional use of the name REYNOLDS. 


S. H. HAYS (2404) has worked through- 
out Missouri to the regret of his many 
victims. A day after opening an account 
at a Wellston, Mo., bank with a check 
drawn on the Commercial Bank and Trust 
Company, Ocala, Fla, he deposited an- 
other check, but was told that he could not 
withdraw funds until same had been col- 
lected. However, he immediately went to 
another teller in the same bank and ob-— 
tained a small sum on one of his own 
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checks. The following day he returned 
with another check, on the Ocala bank, and 
the obliging teller again handed out the 
bank’s funds. Shortly thereafter the bank 
received notice that the items were bogus. 

Hays is about 40 years old, 5 feet 6 inches 
tall, weighs about 145 pounds, has a high 
forehead, smooth complexion and smooth 
shaven, has a few freckles; his upper lip 
is drawn and twitches quite noticeably. 


R. E. HILL (2405) is selling his worthy 
penmanship in the neighborhood of Mason, 
Tex., where his forgeries are made pay- 
able to R. L. Long or R. L. King. His 
accurate forging and the small amounts 
called for by the checks have made it possi- 
ble for him to cash-three items. The checks 
were paid through the clearings without 
question, as the signatures were apparently 
genuine. The number of the operator’s 
automobile license, 737,674, and motor num- 
ber, 13,077,297, were given on the back of 
the checks. He is described as about 25 
years of age and has a short reddish colored 
beard. 


M. HYLAND (2406), a female bogus 
check operator, is floating checks drawn on 
the Trust Company of North America, New 
York City, throughout the State of Texas. 
She has never maintained an account with 
the New York institution and an investi- 
gation shows that she was discharged from 
the employ of a New York firm for irreg- 
ularities. This woman is about 30 years of 
age, of medium height, weighs about 105 to 
110 pounds, has blue eyes, light brown hair, 
rather sharp features. Her full name is 
Myrtle Hyland. 


IDEWALL JONES (2407) gave up his 
business in Columbus, Ohio, for the profes- 
sion of bogus check operating. He imposed 
on friends and acquaintances, negotiating 
his checks on the strength of their forged 
indorsements. In most instances these checks 
have been drawn on Detroit banks for 
amounts ranging from $50 to $400. War- 
rants have been issued for this man in 


Toledo and Columbus, Ohio, also Detroit, . 


Mich. He is reported as a heavy gambler 
and a habitué of poolrooms, and is described 
as about 32 years of age, 145 pounds, 5 feet 
7 inches tall, light complexion, light hair, 
bald in front, blue eyes, medium slender 
build and round shouldered. He walks with 
a limp, due to a broken leg. Since the 
Supplement went to press we have received 
advice of Jones’s arrest in a small northern 
Ohio, town and his return to Columbus. 


His victims should lodge detainer warrants 
with the Columbus police. 


HERMAN KALUNDAUN (2408) prof- 
ited to the extent of several hundred dol- 
lars through his recent bogus check opera- 
tions in Chicago. He opened an account 
with cash and after establishing credit he 
deposited a large check on which payment 
was refused before collection. He agreed 
to the withholding of payment and with- 
drew his cash deposit. A few days later 
he reappeared with a large check drawn on 
the People’s State Bank for Savings of Chi- 
cago, Ill., and was permitted to draw against 
it, although funds represented by the pre- 
vious check were still being held awaiting 
returns. His first check, drawn on the First 
National Granite Bank, Augusta, Me., was 
returned with the same marking as the Chi- 
cago check, “‘No account.” 


Member banks of Arkansas and neigh- 
boring States are advised to be on the look- 
out for bogus checks purporting to be 
signed by a-government doctor and drawn 
on the Bank of Alma, Alma, Ark. The 
checks are signed DR. K. KING, DR. K. 
STONE or DR. K. JONES (2409), made 
payable to cash and indorsed U. S. Hospi- 
tal No. 90, with the supposed doctor’s 
name signed below. All of the checks 
passed by this operator, up to the present 
time, bear the same number, 460. It is be- 
lieved that the self-styled doctor is touring 
the country by automobile, as his checks 
have all been marked “for gas,” which is 
freely interpreted as gasoline. 


J. P. MAHER (2410) utilizes worthless 
stock certificates in his swindling campaign. 
Having associated himself with a banker 
under false pretenses, he operates through 
local brokers of repute, using the name of 
stocks which are listed on the New York 
and Boston curb markets. On making de- 
livery Maher gives his purchaser stock of 
a very similar name to that negotiated for, 
but which is valueless. All due precaution 
should be exercised against such trickery 
by member banks, as operators of this type 
know their game and can be detected only 
by employing every possible check-up. 


PETE MEHAS (2411), a member of the 
small-time bogus check fraternity, has 
caused the Cleveland Trust Company, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, to return a number of 
checks ranging from $10 to $25 to sur- 
rounding towns where they were issued by 
Mehas under the names of Pete Mandias, 
Pete Papadalas, James Andrew and William 
Monolaas. The checks can be identified 
due to the fact that the operator always in- 
serts in the space provided for the number, 
two crosses, followed by a number. 


MIKE MEYERS (2412), another worth- 
less check operator reported working in the 
northwest, where he has exacted significant 
tolls by means of forged indorsements, is 
worthy of special attention by member 
banks of that region. Using the above 
name or Snyder or Klein, he represents 
himself as the advance agent of a group 
of settlers migrating from Wisconsin or 


thereabouts. Meyers first submits his prop- 
osition to a local clergyman or to the bank 
direct. He then invents an immediate need 
for several hundred dollars cash, and ob- 
tains the indorsement of the local clergy- 
man or the “OK” of an officer of the bank 
whose aid he has asked in picking a suit- 
able site for his colonists. As his repre- 
sentations are enticing to so many rural 
communities of the West, Meyers is al- 
most assured of success except where ex- 
treme caution is used. His description is: 
About 50 years of age, 6 feet tall, rather 
slim build, dark complexion, and his Eng- 
lish is marked by a foreign accent, presum- 
ably German. 


Getting Signatures 


W. NORMAN (2413) has a novel but 
@ not new idea for obtaining signatures 
which he uses in forging checks. Register- 
ing at a small country hotel, and finding 
that he is dealing with the owner, he re- 
quests a receipt following payment of his 
bill. He then forges the signature of the 
hotel man to a check: This plan has proved 
effective in the smaller towns where there is 
only one bank. Norman is about 45 years 
of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 140 pounds in 
weight, smooth shaven and wears a brown 
suit of clothes. 


H. T. O'BRIEN (2414) is passing bogus 
checks drawn on the Chapin National 
Bank, Springfield, Mass., supposedly issued 
by the Holyoke Card & Paper Company. 
These checks are printed on blue safety 
paper with the name of the company 
stamped in the upper left hand corner of 
the instrument. The same name, but in 
smaller letters, is stamped just above the 
signature of the supposed treasurer of the 
concern. This operator has been passing 
these checks in various parts of New York 
State, and as far south as Hungington, W. 
Va. He is 52 to 55 years of age 6 feet 
tall, has sandy hair, light complexion, affects 
a blue coat, gray trousers and black shoes. 


C. E. REDD (2415), a Negro forger, is 
being sought by the police in several Virginia 
cities on charges arising from his manipu- 
lation of forged instruments. Recently, a 
member bank, located in Portsmouth, Va., 
suffered a heavy loss through this crook’s 
activities. Redd was last seen in Hinters- 
ville, Va., driving a Chevrolet car. He is 
about 40 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, 
weighs 160 pounds, medium build, has a 
very dark skin, and wears tortoise shell 
rimmed glasses. 


/t rb 


OLIVER RIDER (2418), alias Ralph 
Coza, is operating in the metropolitan area 
with bogus certified checks drawn on the 
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First National Bank of Jersey City, N. J. 
His instruments are made out for large sums 
and the forged certification stamp is aug- 
mented with the ostensible signature of F. 
Brown, cashier. Rider is described as about 
30 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 145 to 
155 pounds in weight; has dark eyes and 
dark hair, is smooth shaven and bears the 
characteristics of a Hebrew. 


Four 


E. T. ROSE (2419), alias E. T. Rouss, 
has recently passed several United States 
Treasury Checks, with the forged signa- 
ture of E. M. Wright, Jr., Special Disbur- 
sing Officer. The checks together with 
others were stolen from the Philadelphia 
Navy Yard and bear the serial numbers 
2001 to 3000 inclusive, Symbol No. 18, 161. 
These 1000 checks in the hands of any op- 
erator represent a potential loss of a con- 
siderable sum to member banks, and special 
attention should be paid to all incoming 
Treasury Department checks. Rose is 41 
years of age, about 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
weighs 135 pounds, has blue eyes, brown 
hair, and a sallow complexion. 


Lax Business Men 


GLARING example of lax methods 

pursued by business men may be seen 
in many forgery cases. Using the name of 
RAMON SANCHEZ (2420), an aperator 
recently cashed a check in a Hollywood, 
Calif., drugstore, and when its spurious 
origin came to light the salespeople were 
unable to recall the transaction, which re- 
sulted in loss to the bank. This is a com- 
mon occurrence and if business people can- 
not real ze the need for protecting them- 
selves against such risks, greater care be- 
comes necessary within the drawee bank to 
avoid the same fate. 


WILLIAM SCOMP (2421), a compe- 
tent forger last seen in the neighborhood of 
Flemington, N. J., passed a check for sev- 
eral hundred dollars by forging both the 
signature of the maker and the indorse- 
ment of persons known to the victim bank. 
Member banks in this territory are advised 
to pay particular attention to strangers at- 
tempting to cash uncollected items. Scomp’s 
description is 25 years of age, short and 
stocky, weighing about 145 pounds; is a 
rather good dresser. 


S. O. SESSONS (2422) is passing a 
number of checks in the vicinity of Tampa, 
Fla., all of which bear forged certifications, 
despite the fact that they are drawn on an 
institution which does not issue certified 
checks, and has not done so in more than 
two years; viz—The First National Bank 


of Lakeland, Fla. As it is thought that 
this operator might attempt to continue his 
negotiations in this region, the names of 
other Florida banks which do not issue 
certified checks are given as follows: First 
State Bank of Winterhaven, First Na- 
tional Bank of Auburndale, State Bank of 
Bartow, Lake Alfred State Bank. If Ses- 
sons should attempt to replenish his fortune 
by his usual method of forged certifications 
on checks drawn on any of the above banks, 
he should be apprehended immediately. 


A bogus check operator calling himself 
B. SILVERMAN (2423) has negotiated a 
number of checks drawn on the First Na- 
tional Bank, St. Louis, Mo., purporting to 
be signed by the fictitious firm of Carafiol- 
Silverman Garment Company, a chain store 
organization. Silverman claims to be open- 
ing branch stores for this company and in 
that manner gains the confidence of his 
victims. He is about 5 feet 2 inches tall, 
of slender build; has dark hair, brown eyes, 
a ruddy complexion and thick lips. He 
wore dark clothes and a pair of patent 
leather slippers without laces. 


Sn, 
lig 


GEORGE W. SMITH (2424), a Negro 
porter, found bogus check passing a lucra- 
tive sideline when he opened an account in 
a Jersey City bank, giving a bogus check on 
the Drovers National Bank, Chicago, III. 
He was allowed to withdraw against the 
uncollected item and is described as 34 years 
of age, 165 pounds, 5 feet 9 inches, very 
black complexion, poorly dressed. 


RALPH SMITH (2425), one of the 
non-working gentry, cashes his forged in- 
struments by selecting the busiest hour of 
the day, when a long line of customers are 
waiting their turn in front of the teller’s 
window. This crook has escaped making 
any sort of impression on those whom he 
has swindled with the result that we are 
unable to supply a description: This is 
merely another argument against careless 
cashing of checks for strangers. 


JOHN R. STONE (2426), claiming to 
be an automobile salesman, obtained a po- 
sition of that kind in St. Louis, Mo., where 
he managed to remove ten blank checks 
from his employer’s book. He then regis- 
tered at a fashionable hotel under the name 
of his former employer, requested credit 
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claiming to own the business, and gave as 
reference the name of his employer’s bank. 
The hotel management, finding everything 
apparently bonafide, honored one of Stone’s 
checks. Stone then started his travels and 
stopped at numerous hotels, employing the 
same modus operandi. His first victim 
gives the following description: 33. years of 
age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, slender build, fair 
complexion, light brown hair, thin features, 
smooth shaven, neat dresser, and a good 
talker. 


E. TESTA (2427) -is an Italian who has 
elected to follow a life of crime. Starting 
at Boston, Mass., he entered a bank where 
he tendered a forged instrument for certi- 
fication. This courtesy was extended to 
him, whereupon he went to the foreign de- 
partment of this institution and exchanged 
his check for two traveler’s checks, num- 
bered 120,921 and 120,922 for $100 each, of 
the First National Bank, Chicago, Ill. He 
also purchased a similar check for $50, 
numbered 249,392. Member banks are par- 
ticularly requested to watch for these items, 
and notify our agents of their presentation. 
Testa is 45 to 50 years of age, 5 feet 9 
inches tall, weights 190 pounds, has dark 
complexion, and is apparently of Italian 
descent. His accent is also plainly that of 
an Italian. 


D. W. THOMAS (2428), a stock and 
bond salesman of Westminster, Md., nego- 
tiated a bogus check drawn on the Hibernia 
Bank and Trust Company, of New Orleans, 
La., at a member bank, then disappeared. 
He is about 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing 
about 150 pounds, thin build, sandy com- 
plexion, sandy colored hair, a neat dresser, 
wears glasses with a black ribbon; the back 
of his neck is sprinkled with freckles 
through being exposed to the sun. 


Laborer’s Graft 


VAN VELINSKY (2429), a bogus 

check operator, probably Polish, success- 
fully defrauded a Chicago institution by re- 
sorting to the age old stunt of opening an 
account and keeping it active for a month, 
then suddenly putting across several bogus 
checks, drawn on another local bank. — This 
swindler used checks on the Public State 
Bank, and the West Side Trust and Savings 
Bank of Chicago. Velinsky has used the 
following names, Walter J. Kabin, and An- 
ton Pincherski. 

He is described as being 35 years old, 5 
feet 5 inches tall, weighs 140 pounds, smooth 
face, medium complexion, has dark hair, 
gray over the temples, wears .orking clothes 
and his hands show the sign of hard work. 


EDGAR WELCH (2430) hails from At- 
lanta, Ga., where several specimens of his 
art were recently uncovered. Welch insures 
success of his crooked ventures by nego- 
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tiating checks of comparatively small de- 
nominations, thereby making the paper easier 
to cash and so little attention is given to 
his appearance that his victims are unable 
even to recall the transaction, nor can they 


describe him. 


Stylish Dresser 


Helen Hodges 
ELEN HODGES (2431), who has had 


considerable success in southern In- 
diana negotiating bogus checks drawn on 
Alabama and Mississippi banks, is reported 
to have departed for California or Florida, 
she having informed her relatives of her 
intention to spend the winter in either of 
these states. 

After opening a small savings account 
with cash, this woman, who has also used 
the name of Walker, makes regular small 
deposits for a few weeks, then presents 
checks requesting that part be placed to her 
credit and the remainder given her in cash. 
Still later, she presents a check drawn on a 
distant point to a different teller and re- 
quests that it be cashed, exhibiting her sav- 
ings passbook as identification and security 
for payment. Her checks, which are 
usually signed John Hodges, J. C. Pogers 
or H. C. Bradley, are returned with the 
familiar notation, “no account.” 

Helen Hodges is accompanied by her 
small daughter about five years of age, also 
a man driving a Willys-Knight coach bear- 
ing a Kentucky license. The Jeffersonville, 
Ind., police department holds a warrant for 
her arrest and she is described as: 24 years 
of ,age, about 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 
about 135 pounds; has dark complexion; 
is stylish dresser. 

Calling himself WILLIAM WENDELL 
(2432), a crook is working the middle-west, 
passing bogus cashiers’ checks that are sup- 
posedly issued by the First National Bank, 
Boulder, Colo., drawn on the National City 
Bank, of New York, N. Y. These instru- 
ments are usually negotiated at hotels, and 
thus far have all been numbered 4222. Wen- 
dell recently operated in South Bend, Ind. 


A Grateful Negro Guest 


NEGRO visitor managed to obtain pos- 

session of a check made out to his host 
by the latter’s employer and negotiated same 
at the bank it was drawn on. For obvious 
reasons, we will not use the name of the 
suspect in this case, but he may undertake 
to repeat and we suggest that any paper 
presented by a negro of the following de- 
scription be carefully scrutinized and abso- 
lute identification required. He is 35 or 40 
years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 
160 pounds, is a mulatto, has high cheek 
bones and appeared poorly dressed. 


An unknown forger working in San 
Francisco successfully cashed a stolen pay 


check, knowing that the bank on which it . 


was drawn habitually made such payments 
twice a month to employees of the company 
issuing the check. Member banks in that 
territory would do well to pay particular 
attention to unidentified persons presenting 
pay checks. 


Arrests 
Forgers, etc. 
ARWOOD, EVERETT—August 23, At- 
lanta, City Jail. 
BLACK, TOYIE (Colored)—August 23, 
Woodlawn, Pa., County Jail. 
BOMAR, E. J.—August 11, Hogansville, 
Ga., County Jail. 
BROOKS, F. M.—August 11, Spokane, 
County Jail. 
CALLAHAN, HARRY G.—August 1], 
Spokane, County Jail. 
COLE, MARY (Mrs.)—August 12, Syra- 
cuse, County Jail. 
DUNCAN, WM. H.—September 2, Idaho 
Falls, Idaho, County Jail. 
HILDERBRAND, JAMES G.—August 8, 
New York, City Jail. 
KNAPP, IDA—September 7, St. Louis, 
City Jail. 
LERMA, FRANK—August, El Centro, 
Calif., County Jail. 
McNAMARA, A. T.—August 
Angeles, City Jail. 
MITCHELL, JACK—August 20, Chehalis, 
Wash., County Jail. 
QUON, WILLIAM (Chinese)—August 6, 
Los Angeles, City Jail. 
SISSUM, GLADYS—August 12, San An- 
tonio, Tex., County Jail. 
TALAMANTE, JOHN—August, El Cen- 
tro, Calif., County Jail. 
Burglars 
GREEN, BUB (Negro)—August 28, Tay- 
lorsville, N. C., County Jail. 


15, . Los 


Holdup Robbers 
COLE, E. J.—July, Kildare, Okla., County 
il 


ail. 
HOPE, A. B.—July, Kildare, Okla., County 
Jail. 
KIMES, GEORGE—August 28, Van 
Buren, Ark., County Jail. 
KIMES, MATHEW—August 
Buren, Ark., County Jail. 


28, Van 


Dispositions 
Forgers, etc. 


ANDERSON, L.—Case dismissed, insuff- 
cient evidence, Los Angeles. 

BERMAN, GUS, alias E. Cline, alias Berg- 
man—90 days, House of Correction, Chi- 
cago. 

BRADFORD, ROBERT L.—1 to 14 years, 
Folsom Prison, Cal. 

BROOKES, F. N.—7 years, Federal Peni- 
tentiary, McNeil’s Island, Wash. 

CALLAHAN, HARRY G.—7 years, Fed- 
eral Penitentiary, McNeil’s Island, Wash. 

CLARK, P. M.—Released, bank reimbursed, 
Atlanta. 

HARRIS, M.—120 days, charge vagrancy, 
Los Angeles. 

MAHER, J. MITCHELL—Released, made 
restitution, New York. 

McDANIEL, MILDRED, alias Frances 
Hill—2 years’ probation, Sacramento, Cal. 

NICKERSON, ATHOL S., alias John 
Jones, alias A. C. Jones—Released, made 
restitution, Cleveland. 

OSGOOD, FRED. F.—Discharged, made 
restitution, Chicago. 

POSNER, NOX—Discharged, insufficient 
evidence, Chicago. _ 

SURIANO, FRANK-—2 years, paroled, 
made restitution, Portland, Ore. 

TANIUCCI, HARRY, alias Harry Tani- 
guchi—1 to 14 years, Folsom Prison, Cal. 

URIE, DON W.—90 days, House of Cor- 
rection, Chicago. 


Holdup Robbers 


DAVIS, MILBOURNE, alias Milton Beck, 
alias Floyd Aby—5 years, San Quentin, 
Cal. 

RYAN, FRANK—Discharged, proved alibi, 
Seattle. 

TUCEVICH, GOLDIE (Rose)—Acquitted, 
Partola, Cal. 

TUCEVICH, STELLA (Mrs.)—Indeter- 
minate sentence, San Quentin, Cal. 

ZUBEC, PETER—Indeterminate sentence, 
San Quentin, Cal. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Trial 
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1926 

158 
39 1 
Holdup robbers..... 115 + 
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Action Upon the Preventive Measures Suggested in This Section Is Preferable by Bank Officials 


Strengthening the Working Routine Behind the Cages, Rather Than Leaving the Preven- 


tion of Loss Entirely to the Memory of Tellers. 


Profit by the Nationwide Ex- 


perience of Banking by Instructions That Will Make Similar Losses Impossible 
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‘Assistant Cashier 
Paying Teller 
Receiving Teller 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


Ca.irornia, Los ANGELEs.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 

CALiFoRNIA, SAN Francisco.—First National Bank Building. 

CoLorapo, DENvER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District or CoLuMBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

Fiorina, Mram1.—220-221 Calumet Building. 

Georcia, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

Ittino1s, Cu1caco.—1020 Otis Building, 

Louistana, New Orteans.—930-932 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

MaryYLAND, BALTIMorE.—Fidelity Building. 

MassacHuseEtts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. 

MicHicaNn, Detrort.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

Minnesota, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 

Missour!, Kansas Crty.—Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missour!, St. Louts.—Railway Exchange Building. 

NEBRASKA, OMAHA.—756 Omaha National Bank Building. 


New York, Burrato.—D. S. Morgan Building. 

New York, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

Outro, Keith’s Theater Building. 

CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 
Orecon, PortLaANp.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 
PENNSYLVANIA, PittsBpuRGH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 
TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Building. 
Texas, Dattas.—614 Kirby Building. 

Texas, Houston.—1020 Keystone Building. 

Texas, SAN ANTONIO.—606 Travis Building. 

Lake Crry.—525 Continental Building. 
WasHINGTON, SEATTLE.—L. C. Smith Building. 
WASHINGTON, SPoKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 
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Help Yourselves to Protection 


HILE the Protective Depart- 
ment of the American Bankers 
Association is striving to sup- 
press bank swindling in all of 
its forms, there are many bank crooks roam- 
ing about who would be imprisoned with a 
full measure of cooperation from their po- 
tential victims—the bankers themselves. 
There are a number of reasons for this 
condition, some of which cannot be removed, 
as human nature has its weak spots, but 
there are other faults which can only be 
corrected by the practice of sound business 
methods. In this matter we again reéer to 
the many warnings repeatedly sounded in 
this Supplement. If bank officials would call 
the attention of members of their force to 
certain articles herein which are especially 
applicable to their immediate territory, there 
would be fewer repetitions of bank frauds. 


NCOLLECTED items and _ forgeries 

contribute heavily toward the bankers’ 
annual crime bill. The first is so grossly 
a matter of negligence that the Protective 
Committee found it necessary to exclude 
them from its regulations governing the in- 
vestigation service available to members. Al- 
though forgers may be successful, even 
against the utmost precautions, many cases 
are reported which, with reasonable care, 
would easily have been detected. Banks too 
often honor checks with the forged signature 
of one of their depositors when the forger 


Defaulted C. R. I. & 


C. NELSON (2433), an elderly, pre- 
® possessing man, posing as a lawyer, 
recently attempted to defraud a Bellefon- 
taine, Ohio, bank by offering as collateral 
eight bonds of the Chicago, Rock Island, and 
Pacific Railroad Company, payable in 2002, 
which were defaulted. Member banks are 
warned to guard against this man, as he is 
a potential swindler, whose general appear- 
ance and manner, supplemented by a forged 
letter of introduction from a San Francisco 
bank, give every indication of authenticity, 
and from all indications. may be only one of 
a number of forms to be used for the dis- 
posal of these practically worthless bonds. 

In order to show this man’s method of at- 
tack we quote the following letter, purport- 
ing to be written by.the vice-president of 
a San Francisco bank to the intended vic- 
tim, which is on bogus stationery and bears 
a bogus bank seal: 

“Acting in accordance with instructions 
from Mr. L. C. Hill, a valued customer of 
ours, I will this day mail to Mr. T. C. 
Nelson, an attorney of this city, in care of 
your institution, a registered* package con- 
taining eight C. R. I. & P. 4 per cent bonds. 

“Please accept and hold this package 
subject to Mr. Nelson’s arrival and deliver 
same to him upon presentation of our letter 
of advice, addressed to him at the Waldorf 
Hotel, New York City. 

“Mr. Nelson is at present in New York 


omits an initial, or uses only the initials 
with the surname, whereas the signature card 
calls for his Christian name written out or 
vice versa. 

Such a situation strongly indicates that 
many of our members are in accord with the 
ideas of their ancestors, and find it easier 
to pay tribute than to read and heed advice 
gained through the experience of other 
banks. We wonder if these members realize 
that in passing up warning articles that ap- 
pear in this Supplement each month they are 
permitting criminals to repeat their opera- 
tions against other banks. Bankers who dis- 
play such a negative attitude ear-mark their 
bank in the minds of crooks and may thus 
become responsible for other crimes com- 
mitted against their own institution. 

It is surprising how often we are con- 
fronted with a situation of having duly 
warned members in a certain section to be- 
ware of a dangerous criminal working in 
their territory, only to be called in at a 
later date by the very bankers whom we 
had already warned and requested to appre- 
hend the criminal in question. The Protec- 
tive Committee goes to a considerable ex- 
pense in preparing and publishing these 
warning articles, believing that if the articles 
are properly heeded the activities of the 
subjects can be curtailed. 

A glaring example of this lack of in- 
terest shown by bankers was_ recently 
reported in Baltimore, where the notorious 


P. R. R. Bonds Again 


but will be in your city, where he has an 
important matter to attend to, in a few days 
following your receipt of this letter and 
the package in question. 

“In the event that he is unable to handle 
the bonds in the manner he contemplates, 
and should be obliged to use them as secur- 
ity to cover a sight draft on Mr. Hill, I 
trust that you may feel no hesitancy in ren- 
dering him such assistance as he may re- 
quire,” etc. 

Nelson appeared at the Bellefontaine bank, 
carrying out the thought of the letter, and 
requested the bank to honor a draft for 
$5,000 drawn by him, saying that he would 
return later in the day, when he had finished 
his local transaction. Apparently he became 
suspicious that the bank sought confirmation, 
and did not return. A wire requesting con- 
firmation from the supposed author of the 
letter uncovered the entire scheme. 


JOE YONTZ (2487) is a busy knight- 
of-the-road. He travels in a Ford car and 
claims Pennsylvania as his home state. He 
was last heard from in Montana. While in 
Joliet, Ill, he successfully negotiated a 
forged check. Yontz is also known as 
James Smith, and is about 19 to 21 years 
of age, medium build, dark complected, has 
curly dark hair. His car has an unusually 
large box built on the rear. 


Joe Adler gang succeeded in plying their 
old game. The activities of this group of 
crooks have been given more space in this 
Supplement than those of any other crooks, 
and bankers paying attention to these articles 
would undoubtedly be familiar with their 
methods and approach and certainly should 
be acquainted with their appearance and 
handwriting. With proper recognition of 
these warnings, the criminals could not have 
succeeded in this instance, the bank would 
not have sustained a loss, and some of the 
culprits would be imprisoned at a safe dis- 
tance from any bank. 


HE problem of arrests and prosecutions 

is another very important factor in the 
elimination of these bank parasites. Too fre- 
quently banks do not cooperate with our de- 
tective agents in the prosecution of criminals 
after they are caught. This is often due to 
the reluctance or inability of tellers to iden- 
tify the criminal under circumstances which 
seem almost incredible. 

At times banks refuse to prosecute when 
they are fearful that in the event the prose- 
cution is unsuccessful the bank would be 
liable. Where other excuses are offered there 
is little ground for fear, and if member 
banks will mention that dangers of a civil suit 
is their reason for refusing to prosecute, 
that possibility will be carefully considered 
and will likely show that such fears are 
groundless. 


Weeks Captured in 
Gun Battle 


R. WEEKS (2347), alias R. L. Dillon, 

® passed two bogus cashier checks in 
Gulfport, Miss., purporting to be issued by 
the Citizens Bank of McHenry, Miss. 
against their account at the Chase National 
Bank, New York City. The checks are 
signed L. R. Weeks, Assistant Cashier. 

Weeks is under arrest at McComb, Miss., 
and has been identified as an expert forger 
who defrauded a number of banks in Mis- 
sissippi and neighboring states, using the 
names of J. B. Davis, George Moore and 
Robert Percy Lofton, of which the latter 
is believed to be his true name. 

Member banks that. recognize this man 
as having victimized them are requested to 
have their local authorities lodge detainer 
warrants with the McComb police. Weeks 
is a dangerous operator, having engaged the 
police in a gun battle in which he wounded 
an officer before he was also wounded and 
captured. His description is 32 years of age, 
5 feet, 10 inches tall, 150 pounds, swarthy 
complexion, blue eyes, heavy eyebrows, 
which bear evidence of having been dyed a 
sandy color, dark hair, good teeth and of 
very neat appearance. 
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Bogus Certified Checks His Specialty 


EFRAUDING brokers in Los Angeles 

and other California cities by forged 
certified checks has proved a_ lucrative 
scheme for F. J. COTTER (2440), as his 
operations to date have netted him several 
thousand dollars. Cotter’s method of opera- 
tion is to make a long distance telephone call 
to the intended victim broker, at which time 
he places an order for the immediate deliv- 
ery of certain stock or liberty bonds, usually 
for something in excess of $500. He always 
inquires as to the form of payment desired, 


Bank’s Negligence vs. 


HE necessity of rigid conformity with 
sound business principles against cashing 
uncollected items, so often repeated in this 
Supplement, is again illustrated by the work 
of GEORGE SANDERS (2436), who re- 
cently negotiated a bogus check in New 
York City, after manipulating his account 
legitimately for a period less than 10 days. 
The initial deposit consisted of more than 
$1,000 in cash.’ Several deposits and with- 
drawals followed during a week, thus giving 


the tellers the general impression that he 


was a responsible person. Immediately after 
gaining their confidence he deposited a bogus 


Brazier Crowd Still Alive 


OSEPH E. McGOWAN (2434), a mem- 

ber of the Brazier gang, who recently 
operated in New York City and the vicinity, 
opening accounts and making withdrawals 
before returns were received on out of town 
items, has again appeared in this section. In 
his latest operation he attempted to obtain 
the remainder of his cash deposit carried 
by an Oyster Bay, N. Y., bank by purchas- 
ing flowers at a local florist. 

Through an accomplice named ROBERT 
O'CONNOR (2435), he ordered the florist 
to send a $10 bouquet to a woman in a 
nearby hospital, tendering a $25 check on 
the Oyster Bay Bank, and asked for the 
difference in cash. 

It is evident from this transaction that the 
gang is hard pressed for funds. Conse- 
quently, other banks that still carry small 
balances of this gang are requested to watch 
the accounts closely and notify this depart- 
ment or our detective agents should they 
receive a check against the account. 

The florist’s description of O’Connor is: 
about 35 to 40 years of age, tall, stout, well 
dressed. 


C. C. Mollin Returns 


NOTHER old timer recently re-entered 
the field of bogus check negotiators in 
Baltimore, Md., where he was unsuccessful 
in cashing an instrument drawn on the Com- 
merce Trust Company, bearing a spurious 
certification of that bank. He is J. Johnson, 
alias James Thompson, who was last heard 


and offers to pay by certified check. The 
following day Cotter calls in person, presents 
a forged certified check payable to the brok- 
erage firm. In one instance the check was 
drawn on the First National Bank of Ocean 
Park, Cal. After each transaction, Cotter 
gave his address as 107 Marine St., Ocean 
Park. 

He is described as being about 30 years 
of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 140 pounds in 
weight ; has light complexion. 


Operator’s Shrewdness 


check for a large sum drawn on a Cleve- 
land bank, then reduced his balance to a 
small amount and disappeared a few hours 
before the bogus item was returned with the 
too familiar marking, “no account.” 

This gentleman’s fashionable hotel address 
proved to be false, and his references, a 
reputable doctor, knew him only as a pa- 
tient. A second out of town reference was 
never checked. A sidelight on Sanders’ 
shrewdness is given in the information that 
in making his final withdrawals he used 
three separate checks and left the charitable 
balance of $100. 


C. C. Mollin 


from in 1925 when he used his true name of 
C. C. MOLLIN (2437). 

Johnson is again at his old game of posing 
as the advance representative of a construc- 
tion or lumber company, this time using the 
name of the Baltimore Construction Com- 
pany, and signing as H. M. Marshall, Treas. 
Payment was refused at the above bank on 
this check when it was presented through 
the clearings, as the rubber stamp certifica- 
tion was obviously different from the gen- 
uine. 

This crook is described as 47 years of age, 
5 feet 9 inches tall, about 160 pounds, stocky 
build, light complexion, chestnut hair, ap- 
parently Irish American. 
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James Andreus 


AMES ANDREUS (2438), alias An- 

drews, a Greek forger who has had con- 
siderable success in New York City and vi- 
cinity since 1923, is again active. 

This criminal makes a habit of preying 
on his countrymen under the guise of buy- 
ing a share of their business. In his latest 
operation, Andreus managed to obtain the 
check book of a Harlem dance hall proprietor 
when he answered an advertisement in a 
Greek newspaper, offering the dance hall for 
sale. 

Andreus negotiated two forgeries, one 
made payable to cash, the other to J. Nakos. 
Thomas Gregory is another alias employed 
by this operator. He is a swarthy individual 
about 40 years of age, short, dark and heavy 
set; has a rather large: head covered with 
dark wavy hair mixed with gray at the 
sides. 


Foreign Credit Letters 
Active 


WO forged letters of credit were recent- 

ly reported to be in circulation in Europe, 
where a toll of £10,000 has already been 
exacted by ARTURO PAZ (2442) and 
MANUEL SOLA (2443). The letters are 
supposedly issued by the Buenos Aires 
Branch of the BANQUE FRANCAISE 
ET ITALIENNE POUR L’AMERIQUE 
DU SUD, Paris, France. 

One letter, No. 6232 for £3,000, is made 
out in favor of ARTURO PAZ on So- 
ciete Generale de Banques pour L’Estranger 
et les Colonies, Barcelona, and associated 
banks. The other, No. 6241, in favor of 
Manuel Sola, is drawn on Banca Commer- 
ciale Italiana, Marseilles, France, and affil- 
iated institutions of Continental Europe. 

Payments on these letters have already 
been made in Sebastian, Spain, and Geneva, 
Switzerland, but other negotiations will 


probably be attempted on them, consequently 
member banks located in American seaport 
cities should be on guard against honoring 
them. 


Greek Forger Repeats 
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Beware of This Trap 


A’ UMBER of telegrams have been re- 
ceived by the Walker Brothers Bank 
of Salt Lake City, Utah, from several West- 
ern and Southern cities signed by O. E. 
BARNES (2439), who is apparently paving 
his way for bogus check negotiations or 
possibly some other form of swindle. 

These telegrams request that the bank 
wire the sender various. sums of money, 
usually one or two hundred dollars, despite 
the fact that O. E. Barnett, C. A. Barnett, 
or O. E. Burnett, as the operator sometimes 
signs himself, has no account with the 
Walker Brothers Bank. It is believed that 
he will try some form of swindle based on 
these telegrams. All member banks, and 
particularly those in Atlanta, Ga., where he 
was last heard from, are therefore warned 
against honoring such telegrams. 


Armenian Imposter 


OSING as Manook Yahnian, an Ar- 

menian, and in possession of apparently 
genuine identifications including a declara- 
tion of citizenship in the name of Yahnian, a 
forger known as BARKAVE GARABE- 
DIAN (2441), a fellow countryman, se- 
cured twenty $100 Travelers Checks of the 
Amercan Express Company at Washington, 
D. C., through the fraudulent use of a 
cashier’s check. The travelers checks were 
numbered as follows : 6-D-1682290, -1, -2, -3, 
-4 and -5; 14-D-1660416, -7, -8, -9, -20, -21, 
-22, -23, -24, -25, -26, -27, -28 and -29. 

Having lived with Yahnian, the criminal 
knew his complete pedigree, stole his bank- 
book and, with this data, was able to close 
a savings account. A similarity in the phys- 
ical appearance of the two, coupled with 
the operator’s ability to reproduce Yahnian’s 
signature, left no room for doubt on the 
part of the bank teller. 

The operator was last known to have been 
in Washington about October 9. Member 
banks, . particularly those in that vicinity, 
are requested to detain him if he presents 
himself at their bank, and to notify our 
agents’ nearest office or this department. 

Garabedian is about 33 years of age, 5 
feet 5 inches tall, weighs around 120 pounds, 
rather dark complexion, smooth shaven, and 
has dark hair and eyes. 


e 
Warnings 

ALPH AIKEN (2444), having obtained 

a position as branch manager of the 
Foster-Nash Automobile Agency, was in- 
troduced to the local bank officials and per- 
mitted to open an account. The initial de- 
posit consisted of two bogus checks, one 
drawn on the Mechanics National Bank of 
Worcester, Mass., payable to himself and 
signed, “Weymouth Motor Sales Company, 
L. C. Weymouth, treasurer ;” the other was 
his personal check drawn on the same insti- 
tution. Shortly after opening the account 


Aiken was permitted to make a withdrawal 
against the uncollected items and disap- 
peared. 
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The “Farmer Forgers” Active 


IDDLE Western banks have recently 

reported several. cases of farm hands 
defrauding them by forged checks, which 
are duplicates of original pay checks issued 
by farmers to employees. 


One of these so called “farmer forgers” 
was reported from Roberts, Wis., where he 
is known as GEORGE BARNES (2447) 
and is said to hail from the Twin Cities, 
which he frequently discussed knowingly. 


-LLAN ALLAN (2445) attempted to 
defraud a Detroit, Mich., bank and an 
automobile dealer by presenting a bogus 
draft for $6,500 drawn on the Citizens Na- 
tional Bank, Los Angeles, Cal. He gave 
the name of a hotel as his address and 
claimed to be connected with the Associated 
Press. He also opened an account with the 
bogus draft, and attempted to make a with- 
drawal but was refused. He then endeavored 
to purchase an automobile on the strength 
of the account, applying for an advance of 
$500, and when this was refused he dis- 
appeared. 


Identifying himself with a family living 
in Connecticut through a member living in 
the South with whom he had become ac- 
quainted, ARTHUR H. BELOW (2446), 
obtained an introduction at a local bank and 
cashed a worthless check for $200, ostensibly 
signed by the World Syndicate, New York 
City. Below had worked for the World 
Syndicate but had been discharged. He re- 
tained a brief case, cards, advertising matter 
and other paraphernalia, which aided him in 
establishing his identity, and also showed a 
letter purporting to have accompanied his 
salary check for $200. 

His former employers have reported ten 
or more similar cases and the operator will 
doubtless continue his forgeries unless 
checked. He was an army officer and has 
used the endorsements and friendships of 
these brother officers to help pass his worth- 
less paper. Below is described as being 32 
or 33 years old, 5 feet 10 inches in height, 
weighs about 140 pounds, has light hair, 
very thin on the top of his head, a thin face 
with a prominent nose, is apparently well 
educated and a very good talker. He was 
well dressed when last seen and carries a 
well worn brief case filled with advertising 
material and personal belongings. 


E J. BRISTOL (2450), alias George E. 
¢ Bristol, a youthful forger operating in 
Boston, Mass,, recently opened an account at 
a bank in a nearby city with a forged check 
which was received by a Boston bank and 
paid through the clearings. Shortly after- 
wards he was successful in withdrawing a 
large sum, leaving a small balance. In open- 
ing his account Bristol gave his address as 
236 Bay State Rd., his mother’s name as 
Caroline Baker, and his father’s as Edgar 
Bristol. Member banks throughout Massa- 
chusetts should guard against this operator, 
who might also use the name of Stanley E. 
Nesbeth, Jr. He is described as about 23 
years of age, slim build, clear complexion, 
rather effeminate manner. 


His description is about 45 years of age, 
tall, slim, about 180 Ibs. 

Another man playing the same game js 
FRANK KELLY (2448) of Roselle, Il, 
for whom a warrant has been lodged at 
Wheaton, Ill. Kelly is described as a young 
man, about 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighing 
about 114 pounds; has a long, thin face, 
light brown hair. The index finger of his 
right hand is missing, and he is a cripple, 
being humpbacked. 


BERMAN (2449), alias J. Webber, 

* successfully negotiated a forgery for 
several hundred dollars in Boston, Mass,, 
without leaving the slightest trace of his 
real identity. The check came through the 
clearings, bearing the endorsement of a 
private banking concern of the same city, 
Neither the private bankers nor the genuine 
depositor have any idea as to whom the 
criminal might be. 


Salesman Forger 


W. BROWN (2451), a self-styled sales- 
@ man whose forgeries are appearing in 
St. Louis and Chicago, has been very suc- 
cessful because of the carelessness of an 
Illinois retailer. Representing himself as a 
salesman for Fairbanks, Morse & Co, 
Brown asked the retailer for the use of his 
desk to write out some orders. Permission 
was granted, and Brown actually did some 
writing and then disappeared, likewise a 
number of the merchant’s blank checks, 
which are now appearing as forgeries. 


Posing as J. C. Bryan, and using the 
name of this reputable citizen, an unknown 
forger opened an account with cash at a 
St. Louis, Mo., bank, to which he added 
several small deposits over a period of four 
months. He then deposited a check for sev- 
eral hundred dollars, which was later re- 
turned bearing Bryan’s forged endorsement. 
Before the item was returned, the operator 
withdrew the full amount. 


Endorsement Specialist 


OHN V. CARE (2452) is employing hotel 

managers’ signatures in his game of 
forgery. Touring the Middle West, he 
makes use of such signatures as forged en- 
dorsements on his bogus items. 

After obtaining the hotel man’s signature 
on receipt of a small bill, Care presents a 
bogus check at a local bank with the maker's 
name as J. W. Banks, drawn on the First 
National Bank of St. Louis. When informed 
that an endorsement is necessary, Care leaves 
the bank, returning shortly afterwards with 
the forged endorsement of the hotel man, 
who is known to the bank. Investigation 
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proves the signature to be a tracing of Care’s 
receipt. 

He is about 28 years of age, 5 feet 10 
inches tall, weighs 160 pounds; smooth 
shaven; has blue eyes, blond hair; appears 
to be somewhat deaf. + 


EDWARD R. CARLTON, JR., (2453) 
recently gave every indication of laying the 
groundwork for a clean-up when he gave 
a New York City bank false information 
regarding references and his address. It 
is therefore believed that he is a potential 
swindler, although he did not complete his 
arrangements, and member banks are warned 
to be on their guard for his reappearance. 

Carlton represented that he had just ar- 
rived from California, and wished to open 
an account, stating that he had $9,500 on 
deposit with the Bank of Italy, San Fran- 
cisco, which he intended to transfer to the 
new account. When asked for references he 
seemed surprised but gave the name of E. 
R. Carlton, Sr., his father, a member of the 
firm of Hirsch-Lillienthal and the name of 
a member of the New York Cotton Ex- 
change. 


BR 


A coal mining expert and a good swindler, 
S. M. CLARKE (2454), appears to be 
heading East, having left a trail of small 
bogus checks in Michigan, Indiana, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania, where he posed as a 
representative of the Hillman Coal & Coke 


Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


These checks are invariably drawn on the 
People’s Savings and Trust Co., Pittsburgh, 
Pa., and alternately made payable to Clarke, 
Stephen M. Curtis or S. B. McCullough. 
They are frequently made out on thé paper 
of the bank in which the operator happens 
to be. 

Clarke’s description is: 35 to 40 years of 
age, 5 feet 9 inches, weighs 175 pounds, 
sandy mustache, brown eyes, well dressed, 
apparently educated and refined, wearing 
shell rimmed glasses. 


SALVADORE COZA (2455) is making 
himself conspicuous in the East, particularly 
in New York, where he passed several bogus 
checks with fake certifications of the First 
National Bank, Jersey City, N. J. He is 
using a printed check form of the above 
bank, and signs his name as maker. Member 
banks in this territory might do well to 
pay special attention to this man’s operation 
as his instruments are for amounts ranging 
from $400 to $2,500. 

Posing as J. G. DOUGLAS (2456), head 
of the defunct Douglas-Trans-Atlantic Line, 
Inc., an organization that never went further 
than to open an insignificant bank account, 
somebody is using the pretentious firm name 
in his worthless check transactions in Duluth, 
Minn., and surrounding territory. Arriving 
in Duluth, Douglas purchased a suit of cloth- 
ing, offering in payment a check drawn on 
a Chicago bank, at the same time showing 
what he purported to be a duplicate deposit 
slip dated the day before for $500. The 
check was finally returned “insufficient 
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funds.” Douglas having but 75 cents credited 
to his account. 

The merchant gives the following descrip- 
tion of Douglas: About 5 feet tall, 110 
pounds, thin face, smooth shaven, wiry. He 
speaks with a strong Scottish brogue and 
has a very red nose with a sore near the tip. 


JAMES DUFFY (2457), a bogus check 
operator, recently attempted to cash a coun- 
ter check at a Washington, D. C., member 
bank, claiming that he had ordered funds 
to be transferred there from his account in 
the Capital National Bank, New York City. 
When questioned, the operator destroyed the 
check and hurriedly left the bank. It was 
later learned that he had attempted to cash 
a similar check at the hotel where he was 
staying. 

H. E. ENLOW (2348), a bogus cashier's 
check operator, was recently heard from for 
the first time since 1924. His reappearance 
among the fraternity is marked by a decided 
reduction in the amount of his items which 
were formerly in the neighborhood of $1,000 
and are now cut to $25. Enlow’s most re- 
cent operations were in Denver and Colo- 
rado Springs, Colo., where he passed bogus 
cashier’s checks drawn on the City National 
Bank of Wichita, Tex., made payable to 
Jack Hall. In his operations the alias S. E. 
Barton was also used. 

He is about 43 years of age, 5 feet 7 
inches tall, about 150 pounds, medium build, 
has brown hair, is dark complexioned, farm- 
er type. 


Edward M. Eyre 


EDWARD M. EYRE (2459), plasterer 
and forger, is wanted for his recent oper- 
ations in Butte County, Alliance, Neb. 

He claims to be suffering from a bullet 
wound in the head, received during the 
World War. His description is, 30 years 
of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs about 
160 pounds; has light brown hair, blue eyes 
and ruddy complexion. 


DAVID FIELDS (2460); whose real 
name is believed to be Scott Harrison and 
who also uses the alias Charles Harrison 
Page, is under arrest in Schenectady, N. Y., 
on a charge of forgery.. This operator, whose 
general appearance and manner are very 
favorable, first came to light in Hoosick 
Falls, N. Y., early this year. At that time 
he opened an account at a local bank, hav- 
ing been properly, but somewhat vaguely, 
introduced. Shortly thereafter he forged 


several items, using the signature of a bank 
director, and it is for this charge that he is 
now in custody. 

Member banks recognizing this man as 


having defrauded them at any time are ad- 
vised to notify their local authorities to 
lodge detainer warrants with the Schenec- 
tady police. 


Member banks in the Chicago territory 
will do well to watch for bogus checks of 
$200 each being drawn by CHARLES W. 
FLENARD (2461) on the Bank and Trust 
Co. of West Philadelphia. The passer of 
these checks is described as 26 years of age, 
5 feet 7 inches tall, 185 pounds, rather stout, 
square shouldered, athletic build; has dark 
complexion, brown eyes and brown hair. He 
is known to be a baseball player, is fairly 
well educated and slightly lame. His most 
distinguishing marks are white circular spots 
over his dark tanned hands, caused by a 
severe sunburn. 


Ill Gotten Gaines 


BOGUS check operator who signs as 
FRANK M. GAINES (2462), alias N. 
P. or F. M. or H. M. Gaines, passed a check 
on a Lima bank, using the following scheme : 

He opened a savings account in the name 
of Frank M. Gaines with a small sum in 
cash, and the next day he deposited a check 
made payable to himself purporting to be 
made by N. P. Gaines. He then asked for 
a small sum in cash, and that the balance 
of the check be credited to his account. His 
request was complied with. 

The same afternoon Gaines went to the 
commercial department of the bank where 
he presented an item made by H. M. Gaines 
and payable to himself, also showing the 
teller his savings passbook which showed 
several deposits, on the strength of which 
the check was cashed. Both checks were 
later returned with the too familiar “no 
account” stamp. 

C. S. GORDON (2463) has duped a num- 
ber of merchants of Corinth, Miss., where he 
negotiated small bogus checks drawn on the 
Corinth Bank and Trust Co. His checks 


are always payable to C. S. Gordon, purport 


to be issued by the Corinth Laundry, and 
bear the signature of Hillman Maeteis, Mgr. 
He is described as about 38 years of age, 
5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 140 pounds, of 
medium complexion and has light brown 
hair, 


Persistence Pays 


SKILLFUL penman using the name of 

E. M. GRIMM (2464) has forged the 
signature of George Wildblood, a reputable 
resident of East Liverpool, Ohio, to a note 
on which he received payment from a bank 
of that city. 

His well laid plans of establishing himself 
as a responsible person of the community 
and as a depositor of the bank, facilitated his 
operation. He presented the note to be dis- 
counted, but payment was refused, as a 
guarantee indorsement was required. 

Shortly afterward the bank received a 
telephone call, which they believed to be 
from Mr. Wildblood, one of their depositors, 
requesting that the note be discounted with 
his indorsement. Grimm then returned with 
the note on which he had evidently forged 
the signature of Wildblood, received pay- 
ment and, of course, disappeared. ; 
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Forging the signature of H. P. Holman 
to checks made payable to himself, an oper- 
ator using the name of S. W. HOLMAN 
(2465) has successfully passed a number of 
forged checks in Clayton, Mo. This oper- 
ator not only forged the maker’s name, but 
also the indorsement of several merchants, 
who were known at the bank, and on the 
strength of these the bank made payment. 


B. L. INGALLS (2466) passes his bogus 
checks by posing as the relative of a local 
business man, thereby inducing some reputa- 
ble person to indorse his personal check 
He was last known to be in Albany, where 
he negotiated a small item drawn on the 
Bank of Detroit, which was returned “no 
account.” Ingalls put over several similar 
items in Albany and nearby cities, and for 
this reason we request member banks, par- 
ticularly in that territory, to carefully in- 
vestigate any check that might possibly come 
to their attention bearing his name. 


Sega th 


A. R. JONES (2467), alias H. R. Burke, 
is the president of a veneer company of 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., where he makes use of 
that pretentious title in his forgery opera- 
tions, when not engaged on bogus checks or 
his more prosaic occupations of mechanic or 
cook. A sample of Jones’ forgeries has ap- 
peared in Wilkes-Barre on a small check of 
the Lyk-nu Finish Company, signed “A. R. 
Jones, President, Bruce Grant, Secretary 
and Treasurer,’ which was deposited to 
Jones’ account and later reported as a for- 
gery by Bruce Grant. 

Jones looks more like a prize fighter than 
a penman, and is described as 29 years of 
age—appears nearer 35—about 5 feet 7 
inches tall, weighs 185 pounds. He wore a 
blue suit with patch on left shoulder, gray 
top coat and gray felt hat. His most dis- 
tinguishing features are his very heavy black 
eyebrows and noticeably bad teeth. 


An operator using the name C. C. LEVY 
(2468), alias C. L. Porter, appears to have 
embarked on a swindling tour through the 
New England States. His medium of secur- 
ing ready cash is bogus certified checks. 
First the check forms of the Bank of the 
Manhattan Company at Jamaica, N. Y., were 
used and later those of the Merchants Na- 
tional Bank, New Haven, Conn. While thus 
far merchants have been Levy’s victims, 
banks should be on the alert for checks of 
this description with a view of saving them- 
selves possible loss and also rendering a ser- 
vice to their customers. We are unable to 
furnish a description at this time, but a 
specimen of the operator’s handwriting is 
reproduced herewith. 


€. fev 


HARRY LEWIS (2469), a bogus check 
operator, was recently reported in Newark, 
N. J., where his rapid fire negotiations netted 
him a large sum for his trouble. 


Lewis opened an account by depositing 
cash, then made several deposits and with- 
drawals and disappeared, apparently leaving 
a fair sized balance. This was changed to 
an overdraft, however, when there was re- 
turned a bogus instrument purporting to be 
drawn by a New York broker on the Amer- 
ican Exchange-Pacific National Bank of 
New York City. 


Fake Doctor’s Fake 
Checks 


OSING as a doctor, J. J. MAHEW 

(2470), alias George E. Reiding, was 
recently reported in Pittsburgh and Phila- 
delphia, Pa., and Jersey City, N. J., where 
he passed several bogus checks for approxi- 
mately $50 each. They were drawn on the 
Carnegie National Bank, Carnegie, Pa., 
bore the signatures L. J. Brown or George 
Connors as maker, and were indorsed Mrs. 
Hierspiel. 

Mahew not only uses his self-appointed 
professional title as payee, but also employs 
the name Mrs. Hierspiel. His negotiations 
to date are known to be only in the cities 
mentioned, but it appears likely that the re- 
mainder of the checks in his possession will 
be presented in other nearby cities. 


ELMER McCLAIN (2471) having stolen 
blank checks of the Harrison Engineering 
and Construction Corporation at Peoria, II, 
has cashed several in neighboring cities, 
using his own name and the alias of George 
Simson. He was last seen in Freeport, IIl., 
in company of another man and two girls. 

The signature of A. C. Augron, in charge 
of the company’s construction work, has been 
used as maker. McClain is described as 5 
feet 6 inches tall, weighs 130 pounds, medium 
build; has dark hair, round face, tattooed 
heart at the base of neck, “Scottfield, I11.,” 
on arm and both legs . 


CHARLES McHUGH (2472), posing as 
a representative of a reputable firm, has 
been touring Virginia, where he opens ac- 
counts in each city he visits, depositing 
worthless checks, and attempts to with- 
draw against them, presenting items which 
range from $20 to $400. 

When opening the account, McHugh pre- 
sents a passbook from one of the banks 
where he has previously opened an account 
in the same manner. The balance appearing 
therein, however, has been raised to some- 
thing like $1,000. With this amount as a 
background, McHugh attempts to cash on 
the uncollected items. McHugh’s_ only 
known description is: 26 to 30 years old, 
about 5 feet 8 inches tall, rather dark com- 
plexioned and fairly well dressed. 


JACOB MILLER (2473), alias Dave 
Miller, alias Louis Harris, whose recent 


forgeries in New York City amounted to 
several hundred dollars, managed to escape 
from the police, following his arrest by our 
agents, and is still at large. 


His ability as 
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forger, and his present precarious position, 
are likely to cause a repetition of his for- 
gery activities in the near future. 

Member banks in New York and _ neigh- 
boring states are therefore warned to make 
careful inquiries regarding checks presented 
by an unknown person using any of the 
above names. This operator is described as 
23 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, 145 
pounds in weight, slender build, regular fea- 
tures, smooth shaven; has brown hair, blue 
eyes, and a wide scar from back of right 
ear to back of right jaw bone. 


A woman signing herself MRS MARY 
MITCHELL (2474) has been reported 
among the small-time forgers now working 
in Glendale, Cal. The check in question was 
made payable to the operator, indorsed by 
her and also by K. Sakanashi, and bore the 
forged signature of Mrs. C. H. Malmsbury. 


A. NEEMAN (2475) may be expected 
to repeat his method of forging the signature 
of a former employer, as his record from 
Ilion, N. Y., shows he has already done 
this. He obtained a job as a farmhand in 
the above county through the Jewish Agri- 
cultural Society of New York City. After 
working several weeks he was paid by check, 
a duplicate of which he forged. Member 
banks in northern New York especially are 
warned to be on guard for this operator. 


Forger Arrested 


GEORGE J. PETERSON (2476) is 
under arrest in Wyandotte, Mich., where he 
admits forging an indorsement to a check. 
This is not his first offense, consequently, 
if any member banks have become victims of 
this man’s activities, they are advised to 
have their local authorities lodge detainer 
warrants with the Wyandotte police. 


MRS. D. PETERUCELI (2477), alias 
R. S. Browning, has issued a series of bogus 
checks, all drawn for small amounts, on 
blank checks with the name of the Hudson 
County Savings Bank, Jersey City (non- 
existant), written in. The operator issued 
three known items in Binghamton, N. Y., 
where she selected merchants for her vic- 
tims. The checks purport to be made out 
to this woman by her husband. 


GEORGE E. PROTZMAN (2478), alias 
George Mueller, Sr., is a bogus check oper- 
ator negotiating his checks in New York 
City and vicinity. 

Two of his cases recently reported by 
merchants showed that he is drawing checks 
on the Bank of Europe Trust Company, 
New York City, for approximately $25. 


LA 


LEO ROGORZYNSKI (2479) of Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., is a forger using the name of 
Leo Rogers. The latest work of this oper- 
ator, who is better known by his alias, 
Rogers, than by his real name, is a small 
check which was stolen from the Stanley 
restaurant, by whom he was formerly em- 
ployed. It bore the signature of “Harry 
Galson, Manager,” and the indorsements, 
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Leo J. Rogers and Nathan Katcher. He is 
described as about 27 years of age, 140 
pounds, 5 feet 5 inches, fair complexion. 


Member banks in the Youngstown, Ohio, 
territory are advised of the recent appear- 
ance there of F. J. SAUNDERS (2480), 
who negotiated a bogus certified check drawn 
on the Guardian Savings & Trust Company, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Saunders’ criminal transactions are apt to 
be for approximately $50 to $75, and, as in 
his past performance, his check may bear 
the name of the McKinney Steel Company 
of Cleveland. Although the check was 
stamped as if certified, it did not bear a 
certification number. The check was passed 
on a commercial firm with the name of the 
operator as payee and indorser. The crimi- 
nal’s alleged local address was also given 
on the back of the check. He is described 
as 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing 175 pounds, 
light complexion, light hair, broad shoul- 
dered, full face closely shaven, large hands ; 
wore a gray suit, gray felt hat and tan shoes. 


J. B. SCHWARTZ (2481), alias J. B. 
Szwarce, passed three forged checks in the 
vicinity of Lockport, N. Y. The checks 
were drawn on a Cleveland, Ohio, bank, and 
were paid through the clearings on account 
of the accuracy of the penman in dupli- 
cating a depositor’s signature. As usual in 
such cases, the forgery was not discovered 
until the bank’s customer received his can- 
celled checks. Member banks in Lockport 
and neighboring cities are warned to watch 
for the work of this operator. 


fA 


St. Clair Returns 


ARL ST. CLAIR (2482), alias Earl St. 

Claire, who recently committed a for- 
gery in Los Angeles, is an old timer whose 
negotiations might be expected to appear 
frequently now that he has taken up his 
cld trade again. 

Member banks along the Western coast 
should pay particular attention to checks 
bearing this name or any other suspicious 
checks presented by a man answering the 
description of St. Clair, who is 40 years of 
age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, slender build, 
smooth shaven. 


ESTELLE WILEY (2486). According 
to advice received from a member in Ala- 
bama, this young woman has _ negotiated 
several. drafts drawn on Lon Wiley of 
Williamson, W. Va., which he refuses to 
honor. Being well dressed and of refined 
appearance, her pitiful story of touring the 
country in an automobile with a man named 
Kelly, being detained due to illness and the 
imperative need that she be in a neighbor- 
ing city immediately, usually brings results. 
She claims she has no time to wait for a 
return telegram, and represents herself as 
the daughter of Lon Wiley, a merchant, 
also the niece of a bank president, and 
obtains money on her draft, which is later 
teturned dishonored. 


Forged Builders’ Checks 


A SERIES of checks purporting to bear 
the signature of a building concern 
have been passed in Zanesville, Columbus 
and Hamilton, Ohio, by an able forger 
using the name of C. THOMPSON (2483). 

All known items of Thompson have been 
returned by the Second National Bank of 
Uniontown, Pa., whose counter checks were 
used and which bore a crude, spurious certi- 
fication, evidently made with a changeable 
rubber stamp. 

The forged signature of the Uniontown 
Builders & Supply Company, Fred A. Cor- 
nish, treasurer, appeared on each of the 
checks as maker. The certification bore the 
signature of R. J. Arnett, cashier, which was 
likewise a forgery. So far Thompson has 
covered his tracks so well that a descrip- 
tion of him is not available at this time. 


Aha 


LOUIS WALKER (2484), a colored 
chauffeur and forger, has negotiated eight 
items bearing the forged signature of his 
former employer, E. C. Bisbee of Philadel- 
phia, Pa. The signatures have been traced 
in each instance, and the checks were made 
payable either to the operator under his own 
name or to cash, and were indorsed in some 
cases by responsible local merchants. Mem- 
ber banks in Philadelphia and neighboring 
regions are warned of the operations of 
Walker as his method affords him a good 
chance of repeating past performances. 


Similarity Scheme 


H. G. WHITTAKER (2485), a bogus 
check operator, is reported from Memphis, 
Tenn., where he negotiated four checks 
ranging from $700, to $2,700 in a short 
period. Member banks, particularly in the 
above and surrounding territory, are warned 
to exercise extreme caution regarding checks 
bearing any semblance to the work of this 
operator. 

He employed the name of the Consolidated 
Metal Company as maker of his checks, 
which are drawn on the Braddock National 
Bank, Braddock, Pa., and bear the incorrect 
bank serial number of 60-366. This com- 
pany has no account with the Braddock 
bank, but a similarly named concern, the 
Consolidated Expanded Metal Company, 
carries an account there. This similarity 
affords the operator an advantage which 
may result in his success where due pre- 
caution is not exercised. The signature of 
J. R. Simpson appears as maker of these 
checks. 
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An unknown forger, visiting Los An- 
geles, took advantage of the absence of a 
university professor and, using the latter’s 
mame, made the rounds of various stores 
purchasing wearing apparel on the C.O.D. 
basis. In each instance, delivery was made 
to the crook in a hotel lobby and a check 
was tendered as payment. One of the mes- 
senger boys describes the crook as about 38 
years of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall; weighing 
about 170 pounds, brown hair, brown eyes, 
was smooth shaven, tanned, wore glasses, 
and appeared exceptionally well dressed. 


Considerable trouble and often losses are 
caused to member banks due to the promis- 
cuous circulation of checks by women de- 
positors whose gullible natures are too 
often imposed upon by casual acquaintances 
and confidence workers. A recent example 
is that of an unknown forger in the vi- 
cinity of Traverse City, Mich., who passed 
a check which bore the spurious signature 
of a woman depositor. It is believed that 
this particular operator is in the habit of 
playing the part of a social lion. Member 
banks in that locality might do well to pay 
close attention at this time to checks of 
women depositors, which have any sem- 
blance of being irregular. 


Stolen Stock Certificates 


WwW: are advised by a Chicago member 
of the theft of stock certificates of 
the Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Com- 
pany of Chicago, which were stolen from 
that company’s office on Oct. 17. The stolen 
certificates were issued in the names of 
employees of the company listed below and 
indorsed by them in blank. 


Name Preferred Common _ 
Certi- No. Certi- No. 
ficate Shares ficate Shares 


Emil Hoffman ...... PO652 1 CO 822 10 
David D. Cooper... co 821 6 
CO 1041 5 

PO653 5 OO 823 53 
CO 1040 3 

John Shaver ...... PO654 1 CO 824 12 
CO 985 2 

Rag: Theil CO 825 -6 
CO1027 

James F. Turney.... PO655 14 C 635 100 
CO 826 40 

Jerome Zak ........ PO 656 CO 827 40 
Frank A. Bosh..... PO 688 11 674 100 
CO 874 2i 

CO 938 7 

Walter K. Camp.... PO 689 2 CO 875 25 
Rudolph W. Glaser... PO690 3 O 876 31 
Co 1025 1 

John F. Meyers..... PO691 3 O 877 35 
co 992 3 

Charles F. Reynolds. PO692 1 #£4CO 878 17 
: PF 511 6/8 CF 367 4/8 

W. W. Boyington.... PO 417 CO 530 37 
CO 669 6 


Nathan S. Robinson. CO 531 37 
Joseph V. Krabec.. 
ennie Rattenbury .. 

Should any attempt be made to negotiate 
these certificates or place them as collateral 
for a loan, this department should be im- 
mediately notified. 


Bank Holdup 


N Oct. 6, the Farmers Bank at Chick- 
asaw, Mercer County, Ohio, was held 
up and robbed of the following securities : 


D-01622714 $ 50 Coupon 
3531620 50 Coupon 
3386858 50 Coupon 
Third 3386856 50 Coupon 
3386896 50 Coupon 
3846835 50 Coupon 
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Third LLL. ......... 3386857 $50 Coupon HUTCHINGS, CLIFFORD G.—October, SAWEY, J. B.—3 years, Federal Peniten- 
Third re 4368951 100 Coupon Kansas City, Mo., City Jail. tiary, wed 

ird LL. ......... upon LEE, JAMES.—August 20, Martinsburg, STEWART (Female)—Discharged, insuf- 
Third 1740847 100 coupon Va., Winchester Hospital. ficient evidence, New York, N. Y. 
re 711592 100 Coupon ~=McFARLANE, JOHN.—August 24, Apple SWEEZEY, C. B.—Returned to Leaven- 

«Eee ees 4742805 100 Coupon ton, Wis., County Jail. worth to complete 5 year term on old 
Goupen McGRATH, JAMES.—September, Buffalo. sentence, Leavenworth, Kan. 
Fourth LL Sotccan’ G-00136127 50 Coupon N. Y., City Jail. THOMAS, G. L.—Suspended sentence, 
Notes. Series McKENNA, WALTER.—September, Ho- Dallas, Tex. 
a” Sees 26473 100 Coupon boken, N. J., County Jail. WHITE, GEORGE—1 year probation, 
26474 100 Coupon 4 Chicago, III. 


Certificates of Deposit issued by Farmers 
Bank, Chickasaw, payable to Farmers Bank, 
Chickasaw : 


Date Number Amount 


at 
February 9, 1924......... 9609 $312.17 
Customers Bonds, coupon form: 
Second L.L. ........... D-00404749 $500 
B-01426642 50 
B-02638442 100 
C-01103298 100 
D-01426644 50 
E-01103300 100 


Two notes, each for $1,000, of the Catholic 
Bishop of Fort Wayne, Ind., to, and indorsed 
in blank by John A. Schmidt & Co., 10 South 
La Salle Street, Chicago, III. 

Two notes, each for $500, of the Academy 
of Our Lady of Lourdes, Rochester, Minn., 
to’and indorsed in blank by John A. Schmidt 
& Company. 

Certificates of deposit issued by the Farm- 
ers Bank, Chickasaw, to the Precious Blood 
Church, Chickasaw, Ohio: 


Date Number Amount 
7959 $ 65.00 
June 7978 74.20 
July 7984 1200.00 

Arrests 


Forgers, etc. 


DALEY, JAMES R.—September 9, Los 
Angeles, City Jail. 

FLANNERY, LAWRENCE. — September 
24, Oklahoma City, County Jail. 

KNAPP, IDA.—September, St. Louis, Mo., 
City Jail. 

MERKLIN, H. W.—September 24, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, City Jail. 

NAEGLE, OWEN A.—September, Lincoln, 
Neb., County Jail. 

PETERSON, GEORGE J.—September 29, 
Detroit, Mich., City Jail. 

SEDLER, M. I.—September 10, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., City Jail. 

SMITH, EMORY FRANK. — September 
11, Los Angeles, County Jail. 

TURNER, FRANK.—September 22, New 
York, N. Y., City Jail. ~ 


Holdup Robbers 


ADAMS, JAMES—September, Boyce, Va.. 
County Jail. 

BUTLER, CHARLES.—July, 
Mich., County Jail. 

CARTER, WILLIAM.—September, Boyce, 
Va., County Jail. 

GERACI, SALVATORE. — September, 


Detroit, 


Buffalo, N. Y., City Jail. 
GREEN, JACK J.—September, Buffalo, 
N. Y., City Jail. 


MOULTON, JACK K.—September, Buf- 
falo, N. Y., City Jail. 

QUINLAN, MRS. — September, 
N. Y., City Jail. 

SCHOOLEY, ROY.—September 26, Festus, 
Mo., City Jail. 

SMITH, FRANK R.—September 9, Festus, 
Mo., City Jail. 


Buffalo, 


SUBLETT, WAYNE.—October, Kansas 
City, Mo., City Jail. 
WATKINS, HORACE. — September, 


Boyce, Va., County Jail. 

WAYMAND, LEONARD.—September 12, 
Claremore, Okla., County Jail. 

WICKES, LEGRAND. — October, Kansas 
City, Mo., City Jail. 


Dispositions 
Forgers, etc. 


ARWOOD, EVERETT — Sentence sus- 
pended, promised restitution, Atlanta, Ga. 

BINIOB, C. J.—Discharged, sick, Atlanta, 
Ga. 

CLIFFORD, P. F.—No prosecution, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

COOK, LAWRENCE 
charged, Bakersfield, Cal. 

DISMUKE, W. B.—1 year, Penitentiary, 
Atlanta, Ga. 

GREENBERG, JOSEPH.—Discharged, in- 
sane, Los Angeles, Cal. 

HARKINS, JACK.—30 days, 
City Prison, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

HOOD, E. H.—Served 1 year, Atlanta, Ga. 

JOSE, JOSEPH—1 to 14 years, San Quen- 
tin Prison, San Quentin, Cai. 

JULIANO, MARGARET — Sentence sus- 
pended, New York, N. Y. 

LAWLER, HARRY C.—Forfeited _ bail, 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

MELTON, GEORGE—1 to 14 years, Fol- 
som Prison, Folsom, Cal. 

NAEGLE, OWEN A.—Released, compro- 
mised, Salt Lake City, Utah. 


WADE — Dis- 


vagrancy, 


Burglars 


CARNES, WALTER—8 years, 
tiary, Frankfort, Ky. 

HAYES, MINOR M.—5 years, Arkansas 
Penitentiary, Little Rock. 
MARTIN, ROY—Escaped, 

Ky. 
POWELL, JOHN—10 years, Penitentiary, 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Holdup Robbers 


ADAMS, JAMES—18 years, Penitentiary, 
Richmond, Va. 

BARDWELL, E. C.—Dead, Pettis County, 
Mo. 

BUTLER, CHARLES—10 to 15 years, 
State Prison, Jackson, Mich. 

CARTER, WILLIAM—I8 years, Peniten- 
tiary, Richmond, Va. 

DANIELS; CHARLES—25 years, Peniten- 
tiary, Columbus, Ohio. 

GROSSMAN, FRANK—Released, insuffi- 
cient evidence, Buffalo, N. Y. 

HUTCHINGS, CLIFFORD G.—25 years, 
Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Mo. 

KOLKER, ROBERT—Released, insufficient 
evidence, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

McFARLANE, JOHN—5S to 15 
State Penitentiary, Waupun, Wis. 

McGRATH, JAMES—30 years, 
Prison, Auburn, N. Y. 

MOULTON, JOHN H.—Life  imprison- 
ment, Auburn Prison, Auburn, N. Y. 

SCHOFIELD, ARTHUR—4 years, State 
Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Mo. 

SMITH, C. R—15 years, State Peniten- 
tiary, Huntsville, Texas. 

SUBLETT, WAYNE—25 years, Peniten- 
tiary, Jefferson City, Mo. 

WARD, GERVIUS—2S years, Penitentiary, 
Columbus, Ohio. 

WATKINS, HORACE—15 years, Peniten- 
tiary, Richmond, Va. 

WICKERS, LEGRAND—25 years, Peniten- 
tiary, Jefferson City, Mo. 


Peniten- 


Winchester, 


years, 


Auburn 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Arrests 
Awaiting 
Trial |Reported/Reported 
Sept. 1,| Since in 
1926 |Sept. 1,} Oct. 
1926 1926 
Forgers, etc.... 158 15 9 
Burglars....... 39 1 ee 
Holdup robbers.| 115 4 | 18 
Sneak thieves. . | 3 


Dispositions 


Total 
Dis- |Fugitives| Awaiting 


Total | Con- | charged |Escaped| Trial 
victed | or Ac- | Insane 
quitted | or Died 
2 | 20 
4 1 | us 
3 
} 
47 40 is | 4 | 303 
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Action Upon the Preventive Measures Suggested in This Section Is Preferable by Bank Officials 

Strengthening the Working Routine Behind the Cages, Rather Than Leaving the Preven- * 
tion of Loss Entirely to the Memory of Tellers. Profit by the Nationwide Ex- 
perience of Banking by Instructions That Will Make Similar Losses Impossible 
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SECTION TWO 


Contents Noted by 
President 
Vice-President 
Cashier _. 
Hanging Assistant Cashier 
Paying Teller 
De Luxe Receiving Teller 


Paper 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CaLtrorNia, Los ANGELES.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. New York, Burrato.—D. S. Morgan Building. 
CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANcIsco.—First National Bank Building. New Yorx, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

CoLtorapo, DENvER.—421 Cooper Building. Outo, Cinctnnati.—1012 Keith’s Theater Building. 
District or CoLumBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. Onto, CLevetanp.—Swetland Building. 

Froripa, M1am1.—220-221 Calumet Building. OxtaHoma, OKLAHOMA Crty.—908 Colcord Building. 
Georcia, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. OrEcon, PortLaNp.—Yeon Building. 


Lourstawa, Naw New Hibernia Bank Widener Building. 


Building PENNSYLVANIA, PittspurGH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 
TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Building. 

MARYLAND, BALTIMoRE.—Fidelity Building. 

MassacHuseEtts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. Texas, Dattas.—614 Kirby Building. | 

MicHIcaAN, Detrortr.—Dime Savings Bank Building. Texas, Houston.—1020 Keystone Building. 

Minnesota, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. Texas, San Antonto.—606 Travis Building. _ 

Missourt, Kansas City.—Ridge Arcade Building. Uran, Satt Lake Crry.—525 Continental Building 

Missouri, St. Louis.—Railway Exchange Building. WasHIncTon, SEATTLE.—L. C. Smith Building. 

NEBRASKA, OmaHa.—756 Omaha National Bank Building. WaSHINGTON, SpOoKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 
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Paper Hanging De Luxe 


EATURED in the May and 

June, 1925, and October, 1920, 

issues of this section are warn- 

ings including photographs of 
one C. J. DRYDEN (1607) a former 
sign painter and pal of the once notori- 
ous bandit, Gerald Chapman. Unlike 
Chapman, who paid the extreme 
penalty for crimes of violence and sel- 
dom realized more than 10 per cent 
of the value of his loot, Dryden is 
smart enough to confine his work to 
forgeries against banks. Like many 
other slick bank crooks, Dryden will 
risk his freedom against the opportuni- 
ties presented by some banks for a full 
100 per cent of his haul in cash 
through mechanical routine or nervous 
haste behind the wickets. 

Last year, Dryden barely escaped 
the toils on forgery charges because 
of easy bail and the failure of witnesses 
to positively identify him after arrest. 
Since his release and despite repeated 
warnings against his simple but well 
laid plans, two Eastern banks have 
paid $17,500 and $153,000 on three of 
Dryden’s forged checks. In each case 


the drawee bank was victimized be- 
cause the forged signature of their cus- 
tomer, as maker, was accepted as being 
genuine. 

Although Dryden’s method of ob- 
taining good blank checks resembles 
that followed by the “Adler Gang,” he 
plays for much higher stakes. In each 
case the checks were cut from the 
depositor’s check book, once by burg- 
lary of his office and again through 
collusion with a customer’s employee. 
Cancelled checks are used as models 
for handwriting, or to determine the 
proper check-writing machine, and the 
stub record furnishes a convenient 
means of learning how much the ac- 
count will stand. ONLY THOSE 
ACCOUNTS ARE SELECTED 
WHICH SHOW CHECKS OF 
LARGE AMOUNTS, THE LAT- 
EST FORGERIES BEING TWO 
CHECKS TOTALING $153,000! 

A bank other than the drawee is 
chosen, usually in a nearby city, for 
depositing the forgeries and with- 
drawals are made at the deposit bank 
only after the forgeries are known 


to have been paid. Strangely enough, 
the fact that each forgery was for an 
amount large enough to compare with 
amounts common to genuine checks 
disarmed the drawee bank of sus- 
picion as much as the genuine appear- 
ance of the maker’s signature. 

Dryden is nothing more than a 
glorified sign-painter whose recent 
successes in “paper-hanging” at banks 
have netted him a small fortune. His 
handsome hauls should serve as a 
danger signal to all banks, regardless 
of whether indemnity is _ secured 
through forgery insurance. In due 
time, he will join the other good crooks 
within prison walls, but the publicity 
given his lucrative returns will likely 
prove self-starters for the army of 
forgers who direct their attacks against 
banks. Every bank is therefore cau- 
tioned against the dangers of perfunc- 
tory examination of signatures or giv- 
ing too much weight to the regularity 
of amounts. The liability of banks 
for knowing their customers’ signature 
should be the paramount consideration 
before payment. 


Moss-Grown Methods Work 


Y capitalizing his personality and 

family connections, one VIRGIL 

HITE (2488) caused an Arkansas 

banker to sustain a heavy loss 
through the time-worn scheme of obtaining 
funds on out-of-town items before returns 
had been received. 

A member of a well-known and reputable 
Arkansas family, Hite was properly intro- 
duced at an Arkansas bank, where he 
claimed to be connected with the advertis- 
ing department of the Missouri Pacific Rail- 
road, and was permitted to open an account. 
After carrying a satisfactory account for 
several months, it was closed when Hite 
left the city. Later he renewed his ac- 
quaintance with the bank officers and re- 
opened his account, claiming that he had sold 
his advertising contract to the Burlington 
Railroad for a large sum and was planning 
to engage locally in the real estate business. 

He represented that his financial interests 
were covered by several banks and offered 
for deposit two items, one on the Union 
National Bank, Springfield, Mo., and the 
other on the Central National Bank, Car- 
thage, Mo. Through the misplaced but well- 
cultivated confidence of the banker, Hite 
was accepted at face value and permitted 


Virgil Hite, alias C. H. Hayden 


to make withdrawals before collections had 
been made—with the usual results. 
Following the discovery of the fraud, it 
developed that Hite was also a fugitive from 
justice, being charged with violations of the 
Mann Act for transporting one Irma Van- 
derfort, his companion, through various 
states. Hite has used the aliases of C. H. 
Hayden and C. H. White in his transactions. 
His success in Arkansas will doubtless cause 
him to try the same scheme elsewhere; 
therefore we request that his photograph 
be carefully examined. All member banks 
and arresting officers, and particularly those 
in the Federal service, are urgently requested 
to cause the arrest of Hite on sight. Any 
information as to his whereabouts or arrest 
should be telegraphed direct to this depart- 
ment, the Memphis office of our detective 
agents or the secretary, Arkansas Bankers 
Association, at Little Rock, Ark. 


Member banks are warned to guard 
against bogus items being drawn on the 
Second National Bank, Denver, Colo., a 
non-existent institution. A number of these 
checks have appeared in the State of Illinois 
and, as the operator has not been appre- 
hended, duplicate checks will probably be 
presented in neighboring states. 
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More Fake Standard Oil Co. Checks 


> 
iL. 


On demand, to. ur Db. _HOLLEY, Special Agt. 


re. 
Crocker 
NATIONAL BANK. 
Gan Francieso. Cawr. . 


LAND DEPARTMENT, 
s. ELLIOTT, 


MMi 


A check forged by D. D. Holley purporting to be signed by the District Cashier 
of the Standard Oil Company of California 


stig dangerously persistent operators 
are working through the Southwest, 
where their instruments, ostensibly drawn 
on the Standard Oil Companies of various 
states have netted them considerable profit. 

These men are all intelligent, of very good 
appearance, and bear every indication of 
being important representatives of the 
Standard Oil companies. Probably the most 
dangerous of these men, each of whom ap- 
pears to be working independently, is D. D. 
HOLLEY (2489), who terms himself a spe- 
cial agent and invariably draws his item 
for $85. 

Using one of his many aliases, Holley 
appears at a bank where he presents a let- 
ter purporting to be signed by the District 
Cashier of the Standard Oil Company of 
California. The signature appearing on this 
letter is also forged as the maker of a bogus 
check that he later presents, which is repro- 
duced above. 

The instruments of the other two spurious 
Standard Oil operators are also reproduced 
in connection with this article, and member 
banks throughout the entire West would do 
well to study each of these checks care- 
fully. The signatures of H. H. Hayes, 
R. K. Keaton and P. F. Franks, cashiers, 
have appeared as the makers of these checks. 

Holley conveys a very favorable impres- 
sion, and is a smooth talker. He is 35 to 


Voucher No. 


Expenditures. 


To 


Audit No, 
Form, A. 40 


OIL COMPANY SeriewD-50 


(Indiana) 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 


D. H. Phurnman. Treasurer. 
FIRST NATIONAT. RANK. 
Indianapolis, Ind, My ¢ 


40 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, has 
brownish hair and is smooth shaven. 

D. D. DRAKE (2490) is designated on 
the supposed pay checks as a_ geologist. 
These checks are drawn for $75 on the First 
National Bank of Indianapolis, Ind., a non- 
existent institution. Like Holley, Drake pre- 
sents a similar letter of introduction pur- 
ported to be signed by an official of the 
company, but in this case the letters are 
made out in the name of the Standard Oil 
Company of Indiana. 

Drake, who frequently uses the alias 
E. O. M. Durfee, sometimes deviates from 
his usual form of Standard Oil checks and 
employs the name of some other oil com- 
pany, always using the title of geologist. 
Complaints of this man have come in from 
Comfort, Roscoe and Lorraine, Tex.; also 
from Rosamond, Cal. 

He is described as 33 years of age, 5 feet 
9 inches tall, weighs 150 pounds, has blue 
eyes, light hair, medium build. 

FORREST A. PAGE (2491), the last of 
this trio, varies his method of operation 
more than the other two. He is also the 
most desperate of the band, having recently 
escaped from jail at Salinas, Cal. At one 
time Mrs. Ruth Holley, an accomplice, was 
under arrest at Minneapolis, Minn., but re- 
fused to aid the authorities to arrest Page, 
and withheld information regarding him un- 


Lind Depirtmen*. 
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til she knew he had sufficient chance to make 
his get-away. 

Page’s method of operation is similar to 
that of the other two criminals mentioned 
in this article. He is now at liberty and 
may attempt to negotiate items similar to 
that reproduced here. 

Page is about 36 years of age, 5 feet 
10 inches tall, has fair complexion, blond 
hair and hazel eyes. 


Tricking the Tellers 


A’ ingenious mode of presentation in de- 
frauding banks has come to light in 
New York City through the operations of 
an Italian, known as JOHN BONUSO 
(2493). 

This swindler couples his knowledge of 
banking procedure with a dash of psychol- 
ogy and is profiting through the careless- 
ness of bank employees. In fact, the whole 
success of his plan hinges upon confusing 
the teller by the similarity in amounts of 
two checks, which he deposits simultane- 
ously. 

Bonuso generally opens an account with 
$500 in cash. Several days later he deposits 
two items, one drawn on a New York bank, 
the other on the Dexter-Horton National 
Bank, Seaboard Branch, Seattle, Wash., 
signed John Lupo. 

In filling out his checks he selects two 
amounts that are -similar but for the deci- 
mal point. For instance, the check drawn 
on. the Washington bank is for $6550.00 
and the one on the local bank for $655.00 
In filling out his deposit slip the criminal 
lists the $655.00 check first, making each 
figure uniformly large. He then lists the 
$6550.00 check directly below, with the fig- 
ures 655 uniformly large, but all three 
ciphers are smaller than the other figures. 
This is evidently done to cause confusion. 

When handing in the deposit slips with 
the two checks, Bonuso carefully reverses 
the listed order of the two checks, placing 
the check on the distant bank on top of the 
smaller check, which is drawn on the local 
bank. This careful arrangement of checks, 
presented in an off-handed manner, is the 
important trick of his operation, as the 
teller almost invariably marks the checks 
for collection in the order that they appear 
on the deposit slip, while in reality this 
order has been inverted by the operator 
when handing over the checks to the teller. 

Having given a sufficient time for clear- 
ing the local check, which is always drawn 
on a good account, the swindler calls at the 
bank, presents a check for $6550.00 and suc- 
ceeded in securing funds because the ac- 
counts erroneously show that the large item 
was on a local bank. Therefore no suspi- 
cion is aroused until the larger check is 
returned unpaid by the Washington bank. 

This operator has used the aliases of 
Joe Bolato and John Russo. He is described 


‘as 32 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 


weighs about 150 to 160 pounds, speaks per- 
fect English and is well dressed. 
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Counterfeit Varnish Bonds 


NUMBER of excellent $1,000 counter- 
feit bonds bearing the name of the Chi- 
cago Varnish Company have appeared in 
Detroit, where one of the operators, 
GEORGE MILES GeBOTT (2492), was 
arrested while endeavoring to use them as 
security for a loan. i 
Investigation shows that there are other 
similar bonds in existence, and that accom- 
plices of GeBott, who used the aliases E. 
DAVIS (2529) and L. SLATER (2530) 
may attempt to negotiate them. The par- 
ticular individuals who are suspected of 


te 


ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS 


being GeBott’s accomplices are J. MARTIN 
(2531) and FRED MILLER (2532). All 
member banks are therefore warned to care- 
fully scrutinize any such bonds which may 
be presented to them. It is also suggested 
that they inventory and examine their se- 
curities held as collateral for loans to un- 
cover any counterfeits of this issue. 

The particular instruments GeBott at- 
tempted to negotiate were numbered M-150, 
M-154 and M-163. Reproductions of both 
genuine and counterfeit bonds are given 
below. 


Counterfeit 


Army Officer Turns Crook 


AS reported in our November issue, 
ARTHUR H. BELOW (2446), a 
former United States Army lieutenant, who 
served in the late World War, is touring 
the country, passing worthless checks on 
former brother officers through their un- 
witting aid. 

He claims to be an employee of the 
World Syndicate Company, Inc., New York 
City, and is issuing bogus items purporting 
to be signed by C. F. O’Toole, treasurer of 
the syndicate, which are drawn on a New 
York bank. Below’s own name generally 
appears on his checks, as they are cashed 
through his former army associates, who 
know him well and believe him to be 
reputable. 

The men whose friendship he has imposed 
upon so far are all of high standing, some 
of them being doctors, lawyers and bank 
officials. 

This criminal is described as about 33 


Lost Certified Check 


JOHN OMAN is the payee and endorser 
of a lost check drawn on the Bank of 
Mount Dora, Fla., by the Bond Trustee of 
Lake County Special Road and Bridge Dis- 
trict No. 1. The check is for $4,132.62, and 
has been certified by the Bank of Mount 
Dora on November 5th, certification No. 
1042, which is signed by J. H. Fulcher, 
assistant cashier. 

Member banks are advised to watch for 
this check and refuse payment. 


Arthur H. Below 


years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 
145 to 150 pounds, blond hair, sallow com- 
plexion, gray-blue eyes, of neat appear- 
ance. His general demeanor is very favor- 
able and, coupled with his associations, he 
has had very little trouble in passing these 
worthless checks. 


A 


Lost Liberty Bonds 


We have been advised by a member bank 
of Mannington, W. Va., that one of their 
customers, Mr. W. D. Eschenbaugh, of that 
city, has lost the following specified Liberty 
bonds, and is offering a reward for their 
return. 

Second Liberty Loan Bonds Converted, 
viz.: E00867865 for $1000, A00867866 for 
$1000, B00867867 for $1000 with coupons 
due November 15, 1926, clipped therefrom. 


Watson Vanishes 


Roy Watson 


OY WATSON (2495), president of the 

Locomobile Agency at Elizabeth, N. J.. 
has disappeared, leaving a number of victims 
who were defrauded through his negotia- 
tion of notes bearing the forged signatures 
of well-known citizens. 

Watson’s principle method of swindle was 
to dispose of notes supposedly given as 
time payments for automobiles sold on the 
deferred payment plan. More recently the 
notes were indorsed by Watson as head of 
the agency, and nothing irregular was sus- 
pected until they were rejected as bearing 
forged signatures. 

The following is Watson’s description: 
29 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 
150 pounds; has dark hair, black shifty 
eyes; talks from the side of his mouth, with 
a hesitating speech; teeth slightly protrude; 
usually chews a cigar. When last seen he 
was driving a Locomobile coupé, New Jer- 
sey license No. D1373. 


Unidentified Burglars 
in Texas 


—— unknown bank burglars have 
been reported from Crystal City, Tex., 
where they blew several safes on the same 
night and escaped with several thousand dol- 
lars. The fact that these men burglarized 
several places at the same time indicates that 
they may try several more jobs in near-by 
cities in the near future, and special precau- 
tions should be taken against them. 
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Fake Clothing Merchant 


ARELESSNESS of member banks is 

again brought to light by the operations 
of a supposed clothing merchant who re- 
cently netted several hundred dollars by the 
following method: 

This criminal, using the name of E. 
RUSSELL WEAVER (2494), prevailed 
upon an Ogdensburg, N. Y., bank to dis- 
count several notes after he set himself up 
as a supposedly reputable business man. 
His notes, purported to be signed by his 
agents, turned out to be forgeries, and he 
disappeared. Weaver is believed to be mak- 
ing a practice of this form of swindle, and 
member banks are therefore advised to 
guard against any such notes and ensuing 
losses. 


$1,000 Reward 


a the night of Nov. 19 or early 
morning of Nov. 20 an attempt was 
made by yeggmen to rob the Farmers & 
Merchants Bank of Boone Mill, Va. It is 
believed that a passing freight train fright- 
ened those guilty of this burglary away 
from their work before they gained en- 
trance to the bank vault. Search is now 
being made for possible clues as to the 
identity of the would-be robbers, the num- 
ber of whom is unknown at this writing. 
The Virginia Bankers Association offers 
a reward of $1,000 for the apprehension, 
arrest and conviction of those responsible 
for this attack, this offer of a reward to 
remain open for a period of ninety days. 


Double Dealing 


EMBER banks in New York City and 

vicinity are requested to be on’ the 
alert for the appearance of a forger, or his 
representative, who has hit upon a novel 
scheme of securing funds. The ‘success of 
this scheme is based entirely upon the care- 
lessness of some one connected with any 
bank he chooses to attack. 

Around the first of the month this crimi- 
nal, or one of his associates, rifles half let- 
ter boxes, stealing canceled vouchers that 
have been returned to customers. After 
securing blank checks from the interested 
bank, he skillfully forges the signature of 
this bank’s customer to a check, usually in 
the sum of $200 or $300. The check at- 
tached to a letter is then presented to the 
bank by a Postal or Western Union mes- 
senger, sometimes by a stranger. 

This letter, with the depositor’s signature 
cleverly forged thereon, usually reads as 
follows : 

“Cashier: Kindly exchange this check for 
a cashier’s check, payable to a private 
banker dealing in foreign exchange, and 
deliver same to messenger. Very truly 
yours.” 

Having secured the cashier’s check the 
swindler employs another messenger to pre- 
sent it to the private banker to whom it is 
made payable, having previously entered 
into negotiations with him for the purchase 
of British sterling exchange. 

A quick stop can be put to this crook’s 
double dealing if the interested bank will 


only employ reasonable care in handling any 
transaction wherein a letter such as shown 
above is received by them from any stranger 
and especially telegraph messengers. 

A telephone call will save the member 
bank from a loss and should assist in bring- 
ing about the arrest of the perpetrators of 
this swindle. 


New Counterfeit 


denn Treasury Department at Washing- 
ton warns against a $5 counterfeit note 
on the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, 
N. Y., series 1914; check letter “F”; face 
plate No. 1495; back plate number indis- 
tinct (probably 3533) ; Frank ‘White, Treas- 
urer of the United States; A. W. Mellon, 
Secretary of the Treasury; portrait of 
Lincoln. 

This is a crudely etched counterfeit, 
printed on a single sheet of paper without 
threads to imitate the silk fiber. The serial 
number—B36442122D—appears in black ink 
and was executed in the plate in the etch- 
ing operation, while the seal is revealed in 
indigo blue with the circular inscription in- 
verted. The back plate is printed in a bright 
grass green. This note is so palpably coun- 
terfeit that it should not deceive the ordi- 
narily careful handler of currency. 


Cuban Cabaret Crook 


E B. SMITH (2496), alias Albert Tur- 
@ ner, posing as a wealthy cabaret 
owner of Havana, Cuba, negotiated a large 
bogus certified check at Indianapolis, Ind., 
after he had gained the confidence of a re- 
sponsible local citizen who indorsed Smith’s 
check. 

The check was drawn on the Continental 
National Bank of Salt Lake City, Utah, 
payable to E. B. Smith and signed Albert 
Turner, as maker. The forged certification 
of the Continental Bank bore the supposed 
signature of Enos Hoge, assistant cashier. 
Smith also gave checks for several hun- 
dred dollars to two women, supposedly for 
the purpose of paying their expenses to 
Havana, where he offered them employment 
in his cabaret. 

Since leaving Indianapolis, Smith has op- 
erated at Portland, Ore., and Seattle, Wash. 
He is believed to be the individual who 
opened an account in Salt Lake City sev- 
eral months ago, evidently to use it as a 
foundation for his later forgeries. 

Smith is about 51 years of age, 5 feet 
7 inches tall, weighing 140 to 145 pounds, 
hair dyed black, partly bald on top of head, 
smooth shaven, ruddy complexion, wears 
shell-rimmed glasses. He has two gold fill- 
ings in upper teeth, right side. While in 
Indianapolis he wore a blue serge suit and 
sweater and carried a watch that looked 
black and had a black dial with open face. 
He is said to speak several languages, in- 
cluding Spanish, French, Chinese, and 
Japanese. 


Nb Cherecer 


Lone Bandit Collects 


LONE bandit who recently held up a 

small bank in Texas succeeded in es- 
caping with several thousand dollars as a 
result of the bank’s carelessness in allow- 
ing their institution to be improperly guard- 
ed. The hold-up was made during lunch 
hour, the gunman apparently being aware 
of the fact that the cashier was out at that 
time, and that fewer people were in the 
bank to resist his attack. 

In view of the many bank. hold-ups 
throughout the country, even when they are 
well guarded, the fact that any bank leaves 
itself without proper protection is almost 
incredible. Undermanning your force at 
any time is an invitation to hold-up men, 
whose daring shows that they may be ex- 
pected without such indiscretions on the 
bank’s part. The suspension of guards is 
to be avoided as much as possible, as it is 
well known that bank bandits almost in- 
variably conduct a scouting tour before the 
actual hold-up, so that they may learn exact 
conditions. 

It seems hardly necessary to say that they 
choose the most propitious hour for staging 
the actual hold-up. Therefore, whenever it is 
necessary for some of the bank employees 
who are depended upon as guards to leave 
the bank during the day, some one else 
should take their places. 

Considering the success of the lone Texas 
gunman mentioned above, and the fact that 
he escaped without any trouble, he may at- 
tempt to duplicate his work under similar 
circumstances in that general vicinity. - 

The only description of this bandit is that 
he is tall and wore working clothes. 


Stolen Pay Checks 
Appear in West 


N unknown forger operating in Kansas 
City, Mo., has obtained a number of 
railroad pay checks which he succeeded in 
cashing in that vicinity by forging the 
payee’s indorsement. 

The checks in question are those of the 
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway 
Company of Chicago, and were to be for- 
warded to Kansas City for delivery to their 
employees, buf were stolen from the yard- 
master’s office of the railway company at 
Chicago. 

Member banks in Kansas City and near- 
by towns are warned against cashing these 
items. Although no description is available, 
the operator will probably appear in the 
guise of a laborer. 


Auto Branch Manager 


HE manager of an automobile salesroom 

seized an excellent opportunity for bogus 
check operations as the transactions of 
CHRIS ABBOT (2497) indicate. 

Having established a branch office for the 
Princeton Motor Sales Company at St. 
Louis, Mo., Abbot opened a checking ac- 
count with a local bank by depositing two 


items, one a personal check for a large sum, 


drawn on the National Metropolitan Bank, 
Washington, D. C., and the other a company 
check drawn on the Merchants’ Bank & 
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Trust Company, Washington, D. C., bear- 
ing the forged signature of an official of 
the Barnard Motor Sales Company. 

A few days later Abbot called at the bank 
and, knowing that the president was away, 
he inquired for that official. Having met 
Abbot through the president, the cashier 
offered to assist him, whereupon Abbot ten- 
dered a check for several hundred dollars 
against his account. Believing the account 
was in order, the funds were advanced be- 
fore returns had been received on the for- 
eign items. 

Abbot traveled away in a 1926 Ford coupé 
bearing a District of Columbia license No. 
13792. He is described as follows: 40 years 
of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighing 165 
pounds, small mustache, light complexion, 
stocky build, very neat dresser. 


Warning 


MARVIN BEATTY (2498) is reported 
from Philadelphia, Pa., where he attempt- 
ed to negotiate a forgery by having a 
young boy present it at the bank for pay- 
ment. Although he was unsuccessful in 
this operation, he may again try to pass 
another of his forgeries, which are pur- 
ported to be made by Louis Mozkowitz, pay- 
able to and indorsed by E. J. Newman, and 
drawn on the Allegheny Title & Trust 
Company. 


C. H. BUAERN (2499) issued a num- 
ber of bogus checks in varivus cities of 
California, drawn on the Humboldt Bank, 
San Francisco, where he has no account. 
Investigation discloses Buaern’s financial 
status to be in a rather complicated state. 
He is described as 40 to 45 years of age, 
5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing 190 to 200 
pounds; of stout build, has reddish com- 
plexion and light hair; appears to be Swed- 
ish or German. 


Old Passbook Hand-out 


ARELESSNESS on the part of a Chi- 

cago bank resulted in the successful ne- 
gotiation of several worthless checks by 
JOSEPH BUNKA (2500), a forger-de- 
positor whose account was closed but who 
retained his passbook. 

Several months after closing his account, 
Bunka appeared at the bank and cashed three 
checks at intervals of only a few days. On 
presenting these checks, which later proved 
to be worthless, Bunka displayed his bank 
book on the strength of which he was handed 
the money. 

He is reported to have left Chicago but 
not the state, and is 24 years of age, 5 feet 
9 inches tall, weighs 130 pounds, light hair, 
when last seen he wore a dark suit, is neat, 
rather conservative dresser, and speaks Eng- 
lish well, although he has a Polish appear- 
ance. 


JOHN ENRIGHT (2506) left a bogus 
check at Dallas, Tex., drawn on the Cana- 
dian National Bank, Portland, Ore., a non- 
existent institution. His check bore several 
genuine indorsements of reputable business 
people who were imposed upon by the op- 
erator, the exact circumstances being un- 
known at this time. 
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False Insurance Agent Arrested 


Charles W. Cooke 


HARLES W. COOKE (2503), alias E. 

G. Mayes, a bogus check operator, who 

used forms of the National Bank of Con- 

necticut and probably many other institu- 

tions, as he is believed to be a national char- 

acter, has been apprehended in Boston, 
Mass. 

His scheme was to call at the office of 

some large insurance company, where he 

represented himself as associated with an 


Small Time Forger 


OSEPH CANTRELL (2501), a small 

time forger, is reported at Oklaunion, 
Tex., where he passed several checks on a 
former employer. This operator sought em- 
ployment as a cotton picker and subsequent- 
ly forged the name of his employer. When 
last seen he was reported to be heading for 
Wichita Falls, Tex., wearing khaki pants, a 
blue shirt, striped cap and a black overcoat 
about knee lengu. Cantrell’s most distin- 
guishing physical feature is an unusually 
large wart between his eyes. He is de- 
scribed as about 35 years of age, 5 feet 10 
inches tall, weighing 182 pounds, light com- 
plexion. 


Artisan and Penman 


H. DAVIS (2504), whose ability as 
@ an automobile painter established 
him as a reputable dealer recently negotiated 
a series of checks drawn on the Cabool State 
Bank, Cabool, Mo. After setting up a paint 
shop at Cabool, he opened an account, using 
a check drawn on the Great Northern Bank, 
St. Paul, Minn. Shortly after his connec- 
tions were established, Davis gave notice 
that he was going to Springfield, Mo., in 
the interest of his business. 

At Springfield he issued several hundred 
dollars worth of checks in favor of various 
local firms. In the meantime, Davis’ check 
was returned from the St. Paul bank bear- 
ing the too familiar notation “No Ac- 
count.” Fortunately, the Cabool Bank em- 
ployed common sense methods and refused 
to pay the checks issued against this un- 
collected item. Davis was last seen in 
Springfield traveling in a Ford coupe, painted 
olive green, with a black top, bearing Mis- 
souri license No. 559-899. He is described 
as 60 years of age. weighing 170 pounds, 
5 feet 5 inches tail, stocky build, fair com- 
plexion, gray hair mostly bald, smooth 
shaven, wore glasses. 


out-of-town insurance company, usually in 
the West. His description of insurance con- 
ditions in general and particularly those of 
the company with which he claimed he was 
connected invariably conveyed the impres- 
sion that he was well informed in_ that 
business. 

Shortly before leaving his host, Cooke 
would remark in an off-hand manner of the 
inconvenience in having checks cashed in a 
strange city. Having created a favorable 
impression, the man would offer to assist 
him by cashing the check himself or enabling 
him to cash it in some other way. 

Member banks who recognize this opera- 
tor as having defrauded them should notify 
their local authorities to lodge detainer 
warrants against this man with the Boston 
police. 


The alertness of a New York bank teller 
recently saved his institution a heavy loss 
when he frustrated HENRY L. N. COHEN 
(2502), who attempted to draw against an 
uncollected item. Cohen opened an account 
giving a New York City address. His ini- 
ital deposit was a personal check for several 
hundred dollars on the Central National 
Bank, of the same city. An _ identifying 
mark was placed in the pass book, indicating 
it as an uncollected item. When Cohen re- 
appeared a few days later and attempted a 
withdrawal, it was noticed that the mark 
had been erased and the entry tampered 
with. He was refused payment and as was 
to be expected the check was later returned 
marked “No Account.” No description is 
available except he is about 27 years of age. 


An example of the eternal vigilance re- 
quired on the part of banks to avoid losses 
is well illustrated by an attempted swindle 
by a 15 year old boy, ISADORE GELLER 
(2507). The boy’s success in this matter 
would have made him a potential criminal 
and caused the interested bank considerable 
difficulty. 

Young Geller was sent to the bank to 
make deposits of cash and checks by one of 
their depositors. In each instance he raised 
the checks $10 and pocketed the difference 
of the cash deposits. 

The items raised by young Geller were 
from $10 to $20 and from $5 to $15. While 
the latter check might go undetected very 
easily, the alteration of the former could 
be readily seen if carefully examined. 


JAMES GLEASON (2508), alias Carl 
D. Young, is reported from Schenectady, 
N. Y., where he issued several worthless 
checks drawn on the Mohawk National 
Bank of that city. 


The checks are made payable to Carl D. 


Young, bear the signature of James Gleason 
as maker, and on the left hand side appears 
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the printed notation, “Compound Interest 
Department.” 


H. H. HENLEY (2509), working in St. 
Louis, Mo., recently negotiated a bogus 
check of the Roxana Petroleum Corpora- 
tion, Chicago, Ill. The check was made 
payable to Henley and was drawn on the 
Continental & Commercial National Bank, 
Chicago, Ill. The one distinguishing feature 
of the check is that it bears the notation 
“Services for Month.” 


W. S. HERRINGTON (2510) has nego- 
tiated a check for several hundred dollars to 
which he forged the indorsement of the 
payee, Mrs. A. Breedlove. Herrington man- 
aged to negotiate this instrument by opening 
an account with cash in his own name and 
making successive withdrawals against it 
a short time after. Member banks are 
advised to watch for items of this payee 
which are presented by anyone who is not 
definitely known, as Herrington may attempt 
to repeat his activities in another bank. 


Mn db 


The worthless checks of A. R. JONES 
(2467), alias H. R. Burke, have recently ap- 
peared in Buffalo, N. Y., where he apparent- 
ly migrated after negotiating similar instru- 
ments in Wilkes-Barre, Pa. His checks are 
drawn on the Miners Bank of Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., signed by H. R. Burke. He is 
29 years of age, looks 35; 5 feet 7 inches tall, 
weighing 185 pounds; has heavy eyebrows, 
mustache, hair touchced with gray. 


JOSEPH JONES (2511) was recently 
reported at Sulphur Springs, Fla., where he 
negotiated a forged cashier’s check drawn 
on the Commercial National Bank, Shreve- 
port, La. In his fraudulent transaction 
Jones gained possession of a mortgage on 
“the property of an elderly couple living at 
Sulphur Springs. He answered a newspaper 
advertisement requesting a loan on real es- 
tate, entered into negotiations and as a loan 
gave the couple the forged cashier’s check. 
In turn he was given a $600 check by them 
for his services in obtaining the supposed 
loan. The forged check bears the purported 
signature of A. O. Graves, assistant cashier. 
No further details are known, but .member 
banks, particularly in Florida, are warned to 
guard against ,this criminal. 


Boom Town Forgers 


M. KEITH (2512) and O. N. LEE 
¢ (2513), have been reported at Amarillo, 
Texas, where they issued a forged check 
against the account of a local drilling con- 
tractor. The instrument was presented at 
an Amarillo Bank for collection by Keith. 
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As the forgery was a good imitation of the 
maker’s signature, it was paid and the 
amount credited to Keith’s account. A 
week later Keith appeared at the Bank with 
a man supposed to be Lee, and drew a check 
in his favor leaving a small balance. 

Both men were well-known in Amarillo, 
where they had been working for several 
months. They knew that the supposed maker 
of the check was at an inconvenient point 
at the time the check was drawn, and could 
not put in an appearance until after the ne- 
gotiation had been completed, thus afford- 
ing sufficient time for collection. 

The method of these men indicates that 
they will probably renew their operations 
under similar circumstances in other boom 
towns. 


A warning to member banks to make in- 
vestigations before advancing money on var- 
ious kinds of instruments is given again, 
following the recent operation of SIDNEY 
LENCHMEN, who prevailed upon a New 
York bank to discount four notes, which 
totalled more than a thousand dollars in ex- 
cess of his deposits. The bank based their 
faith in this man on the fact that he was 
related to a very wealthy and reputable fam- 
ily and had been introduced by a valued 
customer of the bank. Nevertheless, the 
neglect to make an investigation when these 
notes were presented resulted in a large 
loss. 


By forging the signature of his brother, 
ALPHONSE LEVY (2514), a Los Angeles 
habitué, has negotiated numerous forged in- 
struments purporting to be drawn on the 
Bank of Italy, International Branch, Los 
Angeles, Cal., payable to his order. They 
bear the forged signature of Lazard B. 
Levy. The lower left hand corners of the 
checks bear the notation “Executor Estate, 


_ Sylvan Levy,” and they are endorsed, “Al- 


phonse Levy, 3607 Senicia Street.” Levy is 
27 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, weigh- 
ing 145 pounds, has sallow complexion, 
brown hair, brown eyes, slender build, 
smooth shaven. 


Fake Bridge Promoter 


SUPPOSED stock broker, A. M. 

MARCH (2515), alias Frank D. 
Sayers, was last heard from in Dover, 
N. J., where he issued bogus checks drawn 
on the Delaware Trust Company, George- 
town, where he has no account. 

March claims to be a representative of a 
large organization, which, he states, is about 
to build a bridge across Delaware Bay. To 
back his story he displays letters purporting 
to be from Governor Moore, Senator Ed- 
wards and other New Jersey officials. 

This crook is described by one of his 
victims as 38 years of age, 5 feet 10% 
inches tall, weighing about 155 to 160 
pounds; has dark complexion, smooth face, 
a prominent gold tooth, and wore a Shriner’s 
pin. 


O. M. OLSEN (2516), alias N. L. Joh- 
shall, a plasterer, working in Spokane, 
Wash., succeeded in negotiating two instru- 
ments bearing the spurious signature of his 
former employer. His success will probably 
lead him to repeat his endeavors in this field 
by using the name of a new employer in 
the same business, with whom he may be 
expected to connect in the near future. 

He is described as about 25 years of age. 
5 feet 5 inches tall, weighing 140 pounds. 
light complexion, round face. He usually 
dresses as a laborer, having: been last seen 
wearing overalls and a_ purple jersey 
sweater. 


A woman forger using the name of MRS. 
JOHN ROLF (2518), is operating in Port- 
land, Ore., where her checks for severai 
hundred dollars were honored when pre- 
sented at the bank on which they were 
drawn. Her checks are usually drawn in 
favor of John Rolf, and endorsed over to 
her, she claiming to be the wife of the 
payee. Although her description is missing, 
member banks in the Northwest are advised 
to watch for these names on any items pre- 
sented by a woman under these circum- 
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J. C. RYAN (2519) made his appearance 
in Le Roy, N. Y., and cashed several checks 
bearing the forged signature of Harold F. 
Williams, a local contractor, with whom he 
claimed to have been employed. Several 
items were cashed at the local bank, where 
Williams is a depositor, while others were 
cashed by merchants after the operator con- 
veyed the impression that he was closely 
associated with Williams. This criminal is 
making a habit of operating in this manner, 
and member banks are requested to watch 
for his re-appearance. He is 5 ft. 6 inches 
tall, weighs about 140 pounds; has dark com- 
plexion, grayish hair, small features, squinty 
eyes and is smooth shaven; wore a soiled 
light cap, and a dark suit. 


Posing as a carpenter, J. E. SMITH 
(2520) victimized two banks at McPherson, 
Kan., where he presented a note for collec- 
tion, purporting to be executed by a repu- 
table citizen. At the same time, he deposited 
a check against the account of this man. 
Smith claimed to have worked for this citi- 
zen and that the note and check were in 
payment of services. Later he reappeared 
and drew against his account. As his gen- 
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eral manner and the nature of the transac- 
tion in general appeared to be regular, the 
bank accepted the risk to their sorrow. 
Smith is described as 35 years of age, 5 
feet 10 inches tall, weighing 160-170 pounds, 
roughly dressed. 


H. R. THOMPSON (2521) is a bogus 
check operator last heard from in Fort Lau- 
derdale, Fla., where he obtained a passbook 
and check book from the First National 
Bank, whose checks he may try to cash in 
that territory. When he first appeared at 
the bank, Thompson opened an account by 
drawing a bogus item on the Saint Lucie 
County Bank & Trust Company, of Fort 
Pierce, Fla., and presented a passbook of 
that bank which purported to show a balance 
of more than $250. The check deposited was 
later returned as bogus and it is evident 
that Thompson is employing a check kiting 
method which may result in loss to an 
unwary banker. Thompson is 35 years of 
age,.5 feet 8 inches in height, of dark com- 
plexion. 


Pharmacist Clerk Turns 
Forger 


a Salt Lake City druggist’s 
clerk, JAMES E. VANCE (2522), is re- 
ported to be on his way to Los Angeles, 
having forged the name of his employer to 
two small items, before leaving Salt Lake 
City. 

The checks were made payable to Vance 
under his full name and were signed Charles 
H. Schofield. Member banks along the route 
to Los Angeles should pay particular atten- 
tion to any instruments bearing either of 
these names, as the operator may renew his 
negotiations enroute. He claims to have 
been an automobile salesman in Denver, 
Colo., Duluth and Minneapolis, Minn. In 
discussing his ability in any line, Vance in- 
variably uses the term “This is the proposi- 
ton.” 

He is a well-dressed man of about 30 
years, and is 6 feet 1 inch tall, weighing 
approximately 185 pounds, heavy build, ap- 
parently English, has heavy, straight, black 
hair, dark complexion, brown eyes, large 
thick lips, perfect teeth. When last seen he 
wore a grayish brown suit, light gray felt 
hat, brown overcoat, and displayed a large 
black onyx ring with initials J. E. V. 


SYLVIA WEBBER (2523), a forger 
who negotiated a series of small items at 
New Castle, Me., defrauding her own rela- 
tives and local merchants, is under arrest 
at Boston, Mass. Her paper was generally 
made payable to Sylvia Webber and bore 
the forged signature of J. J. Burke. 

During her operations she travelled with 
a man known as Edward Brewer, whom she 
introduced sometimes as her husband and 
again as her brother. 

Any of our members victimized through 
her fraudulent transactions are requested to 
lodge detainer warrants with the Boston 
police. She is described as 41 years of age, 
5 feet 6 inches tall, weighing 135 pounds, 
medium thin build, has dark hair. 


Worthless Checks of 


Ancient Company 


NUMBER of worthless “pay checks” 
have been passed on Western mer- 
chants, particularly in the region of Las 
Vegas, Nev., by an unknown operator who 
is using the check form of the Lucy Gray 
Gold Mining Company, an _ organization 
which has been defunct for sixteen years. 
These checks are drawn on the First 
State Bank of Las Vegas, where the defunct 
mining company had an account years ago. 
The exact number of these checks available 
to the operator is unknows, but the indi- 
cations are that they will appear until his 
supply is exhausted. 


J. H. WILSON (2524) is passing forged 
paper in Salt Lake City and vicinity by 
striking up an acquaintance with a Shriner, 
claiming to be a member of that order. He 
claims to be temporarily out of funds and 
a stranger in the city, thereby obtaining the 
indorsement of a responsible person, on the 
strength of which his checks are success- 
fully negotiated. One of his victims de- 
scribes the operator as 42 years of age, 5 
feet 6 inches tall, weighing 155 pounds; of 
medium build; has sandy complexion, brown 
hair; wearing a gray suit. He continually 
blinks his eyes, and wears glasses. 


Posing as a professional baseball player, 
HARRISON ZIEGENFUSS (2525), a 
bogus check operator, was recently reported 
in Jacksonville, Fla. He opened an account 
there by depositing a bogus instrument on 
the Florida Trust Company, Richmond, Fia., 
for more than $500. He thus obtained a 
check book, which he used as an identifica- 
tion in passing these checks on local mer- 
chants with whom he had been trading 
before beginning his operations. He is 
about 32 years of age, weighing 135 pounds, 
short, shallow complexion, black hair, gray 
eyes, and is a convincing talker. 


W. L. BROWN (2526) committed forg- 
ery in San Francisco, where he was last 
known to be stopping at a local hotel. Very 
little is known of this man, but his physical 
description has been given as 38 years of 
age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing 160 to 
165 pounds; has light complexion, medium 
build, fight brown hair, blue eyes; smooth 
shaven. 


Yeggs’ Loot 

E are listing below government secur- 

ities and industrial bonds stolen from 
the First National Bank of McClure, Pa, 
at the time it was burglarized. Any data 
concerning these bonds should be either re- 
ferred direct to the bank, this Department, 
or the nearest Burns office. 


Kingdom of Italy bonds, No. D—2867—5, 


pee Government bond, 6% per cent, No. . 


Japanese Government bonds, 6% per cent, No. 
Argentine Government bond, 6 per cent, N 
Argentine Government bond, 6 per cent, 3 
Snyder Company bonds, 4% 
One due each year commencing 1944 and 
running to 1954—2 for the year 1945 


Frock Salesman 


A* alleged garment salesman working in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, has negotiated a num- 
ber of forgeries for small amounts, obtain- 
ing cash from unsuspecting customers. He 
claims to be a salesman for the Blue Grass 
Frock Company of Newport, Conn., whose 
printed form of checks are drawn against the 
Newport National Bank, of Newport, pay- 
able to the operator, and bearing the forged 
signature of M. Heuser as president of the 
Frock Company. On the left hand side of 
the check, in vertical print, appears the fol- 
lowing: Manufacturers of Street Dresses, 
Children’s Dresses and Apron Frocks. This 
operator has passed about fifty of these 
items in little more than a month, in some 
instances a half dozen being received by the 
bank in one day. They have come from 
widely separated points, including New 
York, Jersey City, N. J., South Bend, Ind., 
Milwaukee, Wis., Philadelphia, Pa., and 
Memphis, Tenn. He is described as about 
40 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 140 
pounds, has thin light hair, blond com- 
plexion, medium build, defective teeth. 


Arrests and Dispositions 


HE detailed record of arrests and dis- 

positions usually presented upon this page 
is omitted due to lack of space, but the 
figures are taken into account in the follow- 
ing table: 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Arrests Dispositions 
Awaiting ee: Total 
Trial |Reported|Reported Dis- _|Fugitives| Awaiting 
Sept. 1,| Since in Total Con- | charged-|Escaped,| Trial 
1926 ‘| Aug. 31,} Nov., victed | or Ac- | Insane 
1926 1926 quitted | or Dead 
Forgers..... 158 24 24 48 30 13 3 | 160 
39 1 0 1 4 35 
Holdup robbers. 115 22 10 32 29 4 | 3 111 
Sneak thieves. . 3 aki | 3 
Total.....! 315 47 34 81 63 | 17 7 | 309 
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Action Upon the Preventive Measures Suggested in This Section Is Preferable by Bank Officials 
Strengthening the Working Routine Behind the Cages, Rather Than Leaving the Preven- 


tion of Loss Entirely to the Memory of Tellers. Profit by the Nationwide Ex- 
perience of Banking by Instructions That Will Make Similar Losses Impossible 
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SECTION TWO 


Watch for the 
Counterfeit 


Denver Municipal 


Water Bonds 


CatirorniA, Los ANcELEsS—624 I. N. Van Nuys Building. 
San Francisco—215 United Bank & Trust Building. 
Cotorapo, DENvER—424 Cooper Building. 


Fiorina, Mrami—610 Exchange Building. 
Georcta, ATLANTA—921 Healey Building. 
CH1caco—1050 Otis Building. 


MaryLaAnp, BALTIMOoRE—902 Fidelity Building. 
MassacuHusEtts, Boston—200 Devonshire Street. 
Micuican, Detrorr—319 Dime Savings Bank Building. 
Minnesota, Mrnneapotis—354 McKnight Building. 
Missourt, Kansas Crry—403 Ridge Arcade Building. 

Sr. Lours—622 Louderman Building. 
NeBrasKA, OMAHA—756 Omaha National Bank Building. 


January, 1927 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


District of CoLumBia, WASHINGTON—500 Southern Building. 


Lourstana, NEw OrteEaNs—930 New Hibernia Bank Building. 


Contents Noted by 


Receiving Teller............. 


New York, Burrato—405 D. S. Morgan Building. 
New York Crry—1l65 Broadway. 

Outro, Cincinnati—400 Keith’s Theatre Building. 
CLEvELAND—1105 Swetland Building. 

OKLaHomA, OKLAHOMA Crty—908 Colcord Building. 

OreEGoN, PortLAND—1108 Yeon Building. 

PENNSLYVANIA, PHILADELPHIA—430 Widener Building. 
PittssurGH—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 

TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS—414 Bank of Commerce & Trust Build- 


ing. 
Texas, Dattas—614 Kirby Building. 
Hovuston—1020 Keystone Building. 
San Antonio—606 Travis Building. 
Uran, Sart Lake Crry—525 Continental Bank Building. 
WasHIncTon, SEATTLE—1804 L. C. Smith Building. 
SpoKANE—1204 Old National Bank Building. 
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The Counterfeit Denver Bonds 


Note the background of the genuine bond, which shows a pyramid effect, and that of the bogus bond, which is more uniform 
and gives a vertical effect 


LTHOUGH EARL A. PIVAN 
(2521), alias Coe, was arrested 
in Denver, Colo., for negotiating 
counterfeit bonds, in denomina- 

tions of one thousand dollars, the interest 
of member banks in these operations now 
increases. The bonds, which were skillfully 
counterfeited, are City and County of Den- 
ver, Municipal Water Bonds, Series of 
1918, dated Nov. 1, 1918, due Nov. 1, 1948. 

It is possible that more of these worth- 
less bonds are held as collateral or still in 
circulation, and, being good counterfeits, we 
call attention to the major discrepancies be- 
tween the original and bogus bonds. The 
original warning covering these bonds was 
issued by Boettcher & Co., investment bank- 
ers of Denver, Colo., in a circular which 
is unusually descriptive and complete in its 
comparisons. 

One of the distinguishing features in the 
printing of the bogus bond is that on its 
face, three lines below the heavy type 
“IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF,” the word 
“officers” appears in distinctly separate let- 
ters. This word appears in the same posi- 
tion on the genuine bond, but the two 
“fs” and the “i” in the word “officers” are 
joined in one character. 


officers this First 


officers this First 


There are other discrepancies of this kind 
that are difficult to find without illustrations. 
We, therefore, mention in addition to the 
above only two other discrepancies which 
are noticeable. The upper left-hand corner 
of the genuine bond shows a lithographed, 
pantagraphed background of interlocking 
lines of a design which gives a shadow 
effect of pyramid design. In the bogus 
bond, the background appears as a group of 


lines more uniform in formation and show- 
ing vertical shadows. 

The other conspicuous discrepancy ap- 
pears in the seal of the City and County of 
Denver as placed on the genuine and bogus 
bonds. The words “City and County of 
Denver Seal” appearing in the bogus seal 
are smaller than the same words in the 
genuine seal. Also, the reproduction of 
the eagle impressed in the center of the seal 
is distinct on the genuine bond and _ indis- 
tinct on the counterfeit. A key appearing 
on the seal has this same variation; that is, 
the original seal shows the key clearly and 


GENUINE| 


Note the difference in size of lettering 
and clearness of eagle reproduction 


that on the bogus bond appears only faintly. 
These discrepancies are pointed out on the 
theory that all Pivan’s forgeries were litho- 
graphed from the same set of plates and 
that the above discrepancies appear in all 
of Pivan’s bonds. All members are warned 
to be on the alert for the appearance of 
these fake Denver Municipal Water Bonds 
and also to search for and examine such 
bonds as they are holding as collateral. 


Another Form of Farm 
Relief 


MONG the current breed of bank 

crooks, the pretenders for farm relief 
have scored often enough to feature the 
latest operations using this style of ap- 
proach: JOHN CLARK (2523) passed 
forged notes for several hundred dollars 
each in New York state, where he recently 
visited Palmyra and Macedon. Clark’s pro- 
cedure is to rent a farm and establish bank- 
ing connections, on the strength of which he 
later cashes his forged notes. He claims 
these notes represent a payment toward the 
purchase of his farm, which bankers are led 
to believe he actually owned. They bear the 
forged signatures of reputable local farm- 
ers known to the banks. Clark is about 35 
years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighs 180 
pounds, has a ruddy complexion and sandy 
colored bushy hair. When last seen he was 
driving an Oakland coach automobile regis- 
tered in the name of Mattie Clark. N. S. 
HOSKINS (2524) was reported at Pres- 
cott, Ark., where he raised a small check to 
several hundred dollars. His plan is to pre- 
tend that he is a prospective purchaser of 
farm land and thereby obtain a small check 
from the person he interviews for the pur- 
chase of land. He later raises this check and 
presents it at the bank on which it is drawn, 
then leaves for parts unknown. While in 
Prescott, he also attempted to cash a bogus 
check drawn on a bank at Tyron, Okla. 
which was returned “No Account.” Hos- 
kins is about 50 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, weighing 180 pounds; has a sandy 
complexion. 
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Beat the Bank Criminal! 


O properly discharge its responsibilities 

as custodian of money, securities and 
other valuables, every bank should be 
equipped with the most reliable and effi- 
cient vaults, safes, vault doors and alarm 
systems that will stand periodical tests. 
Modern silent alarms and “tear” gas guns 
are worthy of consideration. Observe the 
following precautions and avoid losses: 

1. Don’t jeopardize the lives of your 
employees by allowing the working force 
to be undermanned. Closing the bank dur- 
ing luncheon period is safer than leaving it 
unprotected by a few defenseless employees. 

2. Don’t invite financial loss and serious 
injury of your messengers by sending them 
on unnecessary errands of accommodation, 
or by subjecting them to other risks with- 
out adequate guards. 

3. Don’t carry excessive cash at the tell- 
ers’ windows. Securities and other valu- 
ables or cash in excess of the tellers’ mini- 
mum needs should be locked in a safe within 
the vault. During banking hours the vault 
door should be kept locked whenever prac- 
ticable, and when not closed the bolts should 
be thrown and “locked open.” 

4. Don’t cash checks for strangers with- 


out reliable proof of their identity and title. 
To avoid questioning, crooks often forge 
customers’ signatures as indorsements. When 
presented by strangers such indorsements 
should be verified direct. 

5. Don’t use ordinary rubber stamps for 
certifications. Crooks buy them for a dollar. 

6. Don’t accept ALL cashier’s checks or 
certified checks as cash. Professional 
forgers duplicate them with little difficulty. 

7. Don’t be misled by the commanding 
words “Currency,” “Cash,” or “Bearer” on 
the payee line. When presented by strangers 
such checks should be carefully scrutinized, 
maker’s signature compared and amount of 
balance ascertained. Some forgers specialize 
in the use of such checks, confident that 
they will be paid on demand and no ques- 
tions asked. 

8. Don’t present check books to new cus- 
tomers without satisfactory references or 
before credit has been verified. A check 
book in the hands of a crook causes many 
losses and much annoyance. 

9. Don’t fail to give effect to the preven- 
tive measures outlined in the warnings pub- 
lished in this Section and the special warn- 
ing circulars issued periodically. 


Adler Band Visits New York City 


TTENTION is again called to the no- 
torious Adler band of forgers. Re- 
peated warnings in this section have made 
the approach of Adler and his accomplices 
so familiar that it should be unnecessary 
to make more than a perfunctory. examina- 
tion of their checks to immediately recog- 
nize their work. 

These men recently visited New York 
City, where the care of several tellers pre- 
vented losses. But unfortunately, although 
the paying tellers doubted the authenticity 
of the checks and sought verification, they 
were either too slow or did not make the 
slightest effort to question the operator or 
cause his apprehension. 

_ The best known members of this gang 
are JACOB GREENSPAWN (2008) and 
RALPH BECKMAN (2007), whose pic- 
tures are reproduced with this warning. 


There are also lesser satellites in this com- 
pany who are not so well known, but their 
method is indelible and constant. 

They burglarize office buildings, steal blank 
checks and canacelled vouchers, the amounts 
of which are sometimes filled out on the 
protectograph of the firm whose office they 
are burglarizing. The checks are always 
made payable to “Cash,” “Currency,” or 
“Bearer.” An “OK” or “OK For Cash” 
invariably appears on the back of the check 
along with the forged indorsement of the 
maker. They are also indorsed by the pre- 
senter, who uses a Hebraic name. 

In the event one of this gang should be 
suspected and questioned, a bank need have 
no fear of a damage suit for false arrest 
if they forcibly detain him and notify the 
nearest office of our agents or this depart- 
ment. 


Fake Telegrams Again! 


I E. CONOVER (2522) is roaming 
* through Texas and near-by states at 
the expense of unsuspecting bankers, using 
telegraph companies to facilitate forgeries. 
He evidently has had some connection or 
is familiar with cotton growers of that 
region. 

At Vaughan, N. M., Conover presented a 
check at a bank, stating that he was send- 
ing a half dozen cotton pickers to his planta- 
tion at Wellington, Tex., and that he needed 
funds immediately to do so. When informed 


that the check would be accepted only for 
collection, he inquired if verification could 
be made by telegraph. Upon being told that 
it could be, he immediately wired the Well- 
ington bank for funds, using the name of 
a good customer. The customer whose name 
was forged was known to the bank officials 
to be out: of town at the time, in search 
of cotton pickers. The funds were promptly 
telegraphed, identification waived, and Con- 
over was paid in full. 

Using the name of R. C. Collier, the 
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operator, or accomplice, successfullly re- 
peated this stunt at Tyler, Tex. In each case 
he seemed to be aware that the bank’s de- 
positor was out of town hiring cotton pick- 
ers, and that by advancing this reason for 
funds the telegraphic call would appear 
regular. Following the axiom that “Noth- 
ing Succeeds Like Success,” Conover will 
probably continue this method of operation 
and member banks in that territory are 
warned to guard against loss by this pro- 
cedure. 

Moral—When wiring funds, do not waive 
identification without good cause. Banks 
have learned this to their sorrow in the 
past, and if the money loss seems unimpor- 
tant, their embarrassment and injury of good 
will with customers should be considered. 


J. H. Baker 


Dangerous Forger Escapes 
in West 


J H. BAKER (2223), better known as 
@ J. W. Miller, renewed his worthless 
check operations in Salem, Ore., shortly 
after his escape from jail at Stockton, Cal. 

His latest transactions in Salem are un- 
der the name of J. W. Phillips. He opened 
an account by depositing a forgery against 
the Phillips’ account on a bank at Eugene, 
Ore. Although he was definitely told at 
the time of opening this account that the 
check was accepted for collection only, 
Baker appeared at the bank later on the 
same day and-tried to withdraw $25 against 
this account. At about the same time he 
also issued a forgery signed J. W. Morris. 

Baker’s method of operation sometimes 
varies, as the following shows. Two days 
after attempting to pass the above mentioned 
forgeries, he issued a bogus draft, using 
the name of A. J. Nelson as payee and in- 
dorser. This draft was issued at Grant’s 
Pass, Ore., and was drawn on the First 
National Bank, Salt Lake City, Utah, an 
unknown bank, purporting to bear signatures 
of officials of the Utah-Idaho Beet Sugar 
Corporation, which is believed to be a ficti- 
tious firm. 

He is described as 28 years of age, 5 feet 
9 inches tall, weighing 150 pounds, has brown 
hair, gray eyes, fair complexion. Baker 
has an overbearing manner and sometimes 
wears nose glasses. On the back of his left 
hand is a scar, another above the right cor- 
ner of his mouth and a third below his right 
cheek bone. 


— 
| 
og 


4 AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 


Holdup Expected 


Member banks in the vicinity of Hooper, 
Neb., are warned to watch for the appearance 
of two bandits who recently held up a bank 
at that city, but were unsuccessful in obtain- 
ing any funds. The robbers fired several 
shots during the attack, but no one was 
injured. It is believed that another attempt 
is likely, consequently our members should 
use every precaution to safeguard their 
premises. 


Noiseless Banditry 
banks of Detroit and neigh- 


boring cities are warned to watch for 
the appearance of a lone holdup man with 
the “Give-mes.” 

This bandit has held up two banks by the 
following method: He appeared at the 
teller’s cage, handed in a note, which read, 
“Give me $1,000 and don’t open your mouth, 
you are covered all the time.” Meanwhile 
he rested a bandaged hand and wrist upon 
the ledge of the teller’s window. The tell- 
ers, believing that they could see the end of 
a pistol protruding, readily complied with 
his request. 

This dangerous crook’s success will prob- 
ably lead him to attempt the same thing 
again. It is suggested that if confronted 
with this situation, the teller drop to his 
knees behind the partition, signal the guard 
or call for the aid of others. This unex- 
pected move of an employee should serve to 
unnerve the bandit and probably lead to 
his arrest. 


More Bogus Traveler 
Checks 


A D. BAKER (2526) is issuing bogus 
“traveler checks in the Middle West, 
particularly in Chicago and vicinity. These 
instruments purport to be drawn on rm 
First National Bank of Detriot, Mich., 
$10 and $20 denominations. They are pvelor 
“J. T. Morrow, President,” and “C. L. 
Parker, Cashier,” neither being connected 
with the First National Bank in Detroit. 

As these checks look genuine, they are 
likely to cause considerable trouble. We are 
reproducing one with this article. Watch for 
them in the deposits of your customers and 
get the man before he leaves your city. 


TRAVELER'S CHECK 
DEC 


First of Detroit 


re 


Pa¥ To THE 


NOT 


Forging Ahead on 
Paper 


RS. BESSIE McCLINE (2525), a 

crafty worthless check operator, has 
moved on from Amarillo, Tex., to Holly- 
wood, Cal., where she renewed her banking 
activities with the unwitting aid of old ac- 
quaintances. 

Her method of operation was identical in 
both cities. She visited old friends, claim- 
ing that she was about to move to their city, 
desiring to be near her married daughter, 
who resided there. She arranged to buy a 
house, having her friend introduce her to a 
real estate dealer, also his bank officials, 
claiming she wanted to transfer her account. 

After depositing a worthless check drawn 
on, a distant bank for several thousand 
dollars, she was permitted to withdraw a con- 
siderable sum in view of the responsible 
person who had introduced her, but was not 
required to indorse her paper. Shortly after 
making this withdrawal she disappeared from 
the city. 

Mrs. McCline is described as 5 feet 7 
inches tall, rather slender, with dark hair 
and eyes. Although her age is not known, 
she is believed to be about 45 to 50 years 
of age. 


Dryden Arrested 


As forecast in our previous issue, C. J. 
DRYDEN (1607), whose photographs and 
forgery operations have been broadcast in 
past issues of this Supplement, was arrested 
by our agents on Jan. 1 at San Diego, Cal. 

Through the nation-wide activities of the 
Burns Agency and the intensive file of bank 
criminals maintained by this department, 
Dryden’s identity was disclosed immediately 
after the discovery of his latest and great- 
est coup, which netted him close to $148,000. 
Within a few days after a New York bank 
discovered it was victimized through this 
operation, which involved the use of only 
two checks, our agents caused the arrest of 
an accomplice, and while working on the 
few clues remaining in the vicinity of New 
York, they found that Dryden had covered 
all but one of his tracks, and this indicated 
that he had planned on going to Oakland, 
Cal. Within a few hours after uncovering 
this lead, the Burns’ San Francisco office 
picked up Dryden’s trail and lost no time 
in locating his trunk, which was immedi- 
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ately traced to Los Angeles, where our 
agents again followed it to San Diego. 

It was in that city that Dryden was appre- 
hended during the evening of New Year’s 
Day—a quick catch of a dangerous bank 
crook, which was entirely the result of the 
far-reaching system and commendable work 
of our agents. 


Joseph A. McDowell 

JOSEPH A. McDOWELL (2528), who 
is under arrest at Wilmington, Del., for 
issuing a worthless check, is believed to 
have passed many similar items in every 
state on the Atlantic coast north of Wil- 
mington. 

The operator was arrested in a fashion- 
able hotel at Wilmington, where’ he posed 
as a gentleman of means. A visit to his 
rooms showed that. his affluence was based 
on his ability to negotiate worthless checks 
against accounts of eight banks in Philadel- 
phia, Boston, New York and various Can- 
adian towns. He had checks and books of 
the following banks: Central Union Trust 
Company (Forty-second Street office); 
Bankers Trust Company (Fifth Avenue at 
Forty-second Street office); Chemical Na- 
tional Bank (Madison Avenue at Forty- 
sixth Street office); Guaranty Trust Com- 
pany (Fifth Avenue office), all of New 
York City; Canadian Bank of Commerce, 
Vancouver, B. C.; Dexter Horton National 
Bank, Seattle, Wash.; Bank of North 
America and Trust Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Other articles among his effects showed 
that he had been stopping at a number of 
hotels in cities throughout the country. 
McDowell is described as about 35 years of 
age, 5 feet 5 inches tall, 141 pounds, black 
and gray hair, brown eyes, medium build; 
occupation, salesman. 


Frasier Collects Again 


FRASIER (2391), alias R. 
Fraser, was last reported at Phoenix, 
Ariz., where he opened an account with 
bogus checks and a bogus draft on the Penin- 
sular State Bank, Detroit, Mich., but his 
past performances indicate that he will soon 
renew his high financing at other points. 

After convincing merchants that he is 
a responsible person, he manages to secure 
an introduction at their bank. He then 
opens an account with bogus instruments, 
and having gained the banker’s confidence, 
he is permitted to withdraw against uncol- 
lected items, with the same old result. 

Fraser was reported in the October 
issue of the Journal on page 4 under the 
heading “Big Time Crook.” He is 35 years 
of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing 165 
pounds; has dark hair; good general ap- 
pearance and manner. 
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Bogus Salesmen Arrested 


ee young men who have been work- 
ing on an extensive scale with bogus 
checks, having visited several southern and 
eastern states, were arrested at Chattanooga, 
Tenn., where their operations were mostly 
against merchants. These men are JAMES 
BURKE (2529), alias Eugene Brown; C. 
A. CARTER (2530), alias C. C. Carpenter, 
and JACKSON BOYD (2531). In their 
fraudulent transactions they claimed to be 
officials of the Fairbanks-Morse Company 
of New Orleans, 

Their favorite plan of operation was for 
Burke, who posed as the sales manager of 
this organization, to approach a business 
house, purchase merchandise, and present one 


* of the fictitious firm’s checks drawn for a 


larger sum than the amount needed in pay- 
ment, then obtain the difference in cash. 
The other two members of the trio enter 
into the negotiations as representatives of 
the fictitious company to prepare a suitable 
background for the deal. The actual descrip- 
tion of these men is unknown, but Burke is 
24 years of age, and is sometimes known as 
an aviator sales manager. 

When arrested these criminals carried 
check books on the following banks: First 
National Bank of Chattanooga; City Na- 
tional Bank, Miami; First National Bank, 
Miami; East Tennessee National Bank, 
Knoxville; State Bank and Union National 
Bank, Knoxville. 

Jackson Boyd, 21 years of age, was the 
chauffeur for the outfit, and C. A. Carter, 
28 years of age, was the salesman. They 
are at present held by the police of Chatta- 
nooga, consequently every bank recognizing 
them as having defrauded them or their 
clients should lodge detainer warrants with 
the police of that city. 


More Phonetic Finance 


RS. H. A. HARRIS (2532) of Hous- 

ton, Tex., has resorted to the ancient 
trick of using the telephone to facilitate the 
negotiation of forgeries. Representing herself 
as a depositor of the bank, she telephoned 
an official that a check would be presented 
later in the day by a Mrs. H. A. Harris, 
and requested that it be cashed for her. 
in accordance with the telephone 
message, the operator appeared at the bank 
and was advanced funds on the check. 
Other telephone messages ostensibly from 
depositors have recently been reported in 
several cities, consequently acting on such 
messages without verification should be 
discouraged. 


McMinnville Checks 


R F. TAYLOR (2533), a former bank 
employee at McMinnville, Ore. is 
passing worthless checks drawn on the Mc- 
Minnville National Bank, using his former 
connection there to cash his instruments. It 
is believed that Taylor is heading toward 
California in a Star roadster automobile, 
bearing Oregon license number 187391, which 
is registered under the name of E. M. Bried- 
well, an automobile sales agent at McMinn- 
ville. The operator may also use this name. 
A warrant has been issued for Taylor, 


whose description is unknown except that he 
is a young man. Member banks recognizing 
this man are requested to notify the nearest 
office of our detective agents. 


Bad Banking “Certified” 


MORRIS ANOLIK (2534) likes bogus 
certified checks as a medium for swindling 
in Los Angeles and vicinity. Anolik is issu- 
ing checks on the Chase National Bank, 
New York. His method involves the age-old 
plan of opening an account with a bogus 
certified check, representing himself as a 
business man, and as he makes a good ap- 
pearance, his negotiations are completed with 
little difficulty. Shortly after opening the 
account, Anolik withdraws the greater part 
of it and steers clear of the bank. He is 
45 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weigh- 
ing 150 pounds; has a heavy dark beard, 
dark complexion, brown eyes; wears glasses; 
is well dressed and apparently Jewish. 


FRED JAMIESON (2535) another crim- 
inal favoring bogus certified checks, has 
passed his instruments in various cities be- 
tween New York, and Chicago. His checks 
are drawn on the Union Savings Bank of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., and range from $1,000 to 
$2,000. The only thing known about this 
criminal is that he was a real estate sales- 
man at Pittsburgh and will probably repre- 
sent himself as such in future transactions. 


Watch for This Loot 


WO burglaries in Washington, D. C., 

resulted in the theft of the following 
securities and checks, for which member 
banks are asked to watch: 40 shares of U. S. 
Steel, common stock, in the name of Oscar 
Bondy, Nos. H-4414531 to 4, ten shares 
each; 1 check on the Royal Bank of Can- 
ada, Havana, Cuba, dated December 1, 1926, 
in amount of $5,000, payable to John A. 
Beck, signed by C. J. Harrah; 4 blank 
checks of the Union Trust Company, Wash- 
ington, D. C., with firm name of Wade and 
Beck, printed thereon, with space under- 
neath name of firm for signing name of 
official as maker. Five other checks, on un- 
known banks, in various amounts, made 
payable to Wade & Beck or John A. Beck. 


The Italian Swindler 


DESTEFANI, alias Antonio Cortese 

® (2265), whose forged certified checks 
have appeared in several cities of the New 
England States, and whose operations were 
last listed in the Journal Supplement of 
July, 1926, is again active. 

His method of operation, as told in previ- 
ous articles, is to establish banking connec- 
tions and obtain a certified check, from 
which he later forges the certification. At 
the same time, he negotiates with a foreign 
exchange or securities broker, to whom he 
presents the forged check in payment for 
foreign bonds or currency. Forgeries of 
ordinary rubber stamp certifications are so 
easily made that it is difficult to determine 
which of his checks is genuine. 

This crook is now in possession of the 
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following bonds of the Kingdom of Italy: 
One $500 bond No. 5408; three $1,000 bonds 
numbered 77482-3-4; also six $1,000 6 per 
cent bonds of the Argentine Government, 
which are due in 1957, numbered M-12929, 
M-26474 and M-26475. 


Stolen Bonds 


A MEMBER in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, re- 

cently reported the theft of several 

negotiable bonds, listed as follows: 

$500 PENICK & FORD FIRST MORT- 
GAGE 6%% Due 1943, No. D-647, In- 
terest June and Decembmer. 

$1,000 CEDAR RAPIDS WATER CO., 
First 5% due 1927, No. 21, Interest 
February and August. 

2—$500 HUTCHINSON ICE CREAM 
CO. First 6% Due 1929, No. D-344 and 
D-346, interest, June and December. 
Detain anyone attempting to obtain funds 

on these bonds and notify the nearest 

Burns’ office. 


Dangerous Moderation 


C= EVERETT J. WILSON (2539) 
who has been drawing and depositing 
checks for as high as a half million dollars 
on the Utah State National Bank, recently 
reduced his items to as low as $500. This 
man’s activities have not been reported be- 


-fore because it was a certainty that no bank 


would pay such excessive sums without 
positive verification, but as his latest items 
call for more reasonable sums, it seems 
advisable to issue a warning. On account 
of his previous activities, this operator is 
thought to be mentally deranged. He us- 
ually states he wishes to transfer his funds 
from the above bank to the bank at which 
he is presenting his check, claiming that his 
account is worth several million dollars. 
His talk and manners must be convincing, 
as in several instances lengthy telegrams 
have been sent before the bank became con- 
vinced that the transaction was fraudulent. 
The latest check issued by this criminal was 
presented at Porterville, Calif., and he will 
probably issue similar items elsewhere. 


Warning 

A large number of small checks have 
been drawn on a Santa Cruz, Calif., bank by 
V. E. BOWDEN (2541), who has forged 
the name of J. C. Franklin. These checks 
have been negotiated in and around San 
Francisco, while several of the more recent 
ones have come from Austin, Nev. The 
operator worked so rapidly that it is be- 
lieved he will continue to repeat as long as 
his supply of blank checks last. They have 
been passed on all classes of retail dealers. 
Bowden was last reported to be at Big 
Creek, Nev., with a young man known as 
George Carter. Bowden is 35 to 40 years of 


age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 145 pounds, — 


has dark hair, dark blue eyes, dark com- 
plexion, and is smooth shaven; claims to be 
a mining prospector, and wore a dark suit, 
gray cap. Carter is 18 years of age, 6 feet 
tall, of thin build; has light complexion, 
light blue eyes and brown hair. 
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More “Cash” and “Bearer” Forgers 


Milton Silverman, Theodore Levine, and Jack Waxman 


ILTON SILVERMAN (2536), a 
forger of the Harold Stearn gang 
operating in New York City from 1923 to 
1925, when several of its members were 
sentenced to jail, is again active. It ap- 
pears, however, that he has now joined the 
“Saloon Gang,” whose operations were 
featured in the March, 1926, Supplement. 
THEODORE LEVINE (2537), alias 
Ted Anderson, and JACK WAXMAN 
(2538), alias Jack Martin, two of Silver- 
man’s former associates whose photographs, 
along with Silverman’s, are reproduced in 
this warning, may again join hands with 
him. Their method of operation is to rob 
mail boxes of cancelled checks, obtain blank 
checks on the same bank, and forge the 
maker’s name. The check is then presented 
at the bank either by a messenger or one of 
the gang, with the maker’s name indorsed, 
also another indorsement. The check is 


D*: PAUL F. BECKER (2540), alias 
George Ford, negotiated a number of 
forgeries in Chicago, Ill. Becker obtains a 
good check from a business man, through 
representing himself as an advertising so- 
licitor offering very low rates. He then 
proceeds to execute a number of forgeries, 
the writing of which is so good that he has 
been able to cash them at the banks on 
which they are drawn. 


E. M. CLARK (2542), a former em- 
ployee of the LaSalle Extension University 
Southwest division, Dallas, Texas, office, 
induced customers of member banks in the 
region of Gainsville, Texas, to indorse 
forged drafts against his former employers. 
As these drafts are drawn for less than 
$100 and as the operator’s connection with 
the University appears genuine, he usually 
has little trouble in obtaining these indorse- 
ments. A warrant has been issued for this 
man’s arrest at Cook County, Texas. He 
is about 30 years of age, 5 feet 11 inches 
tall, weighs about 170 pounds, has medium 
dark complexion, dark brown hair, and a 
pleasing personality. 


made payable to cash, and a letter ostensibly 
signed by the depositor requesting that the 
amount of the check be paid to bearer, is 
presented with the check. : 

In his recent case, Silverman’s letter to 
the bank was on imitation stationery of a 
medical firm, and carried a telephone num- 
ber, which alleged to be that of the firm, 
but in reality was a public booth telephone. 
When the bank attempted to verify the let- 
ter by calling the given telephone number, 
one of the gang was waiting for the mes- 
sage, answered the telephone, and, represent- 
ing himself to be the bank’s depositor, 
stated he had sent the letter and confirmed 
its message. 

Silverman is described as about 25 years 
of age, although he is really older, 5 feet 5 
or 6 inches tall, weighing about 125 pounds, 
thin build, has a sallow complexion and 
black hair. He is now wearing a small 
black mustache which may disappear any 
day. 


CLEO R. COULTER (2453) passed sev- 
eral forged instruments at Hallett, Okla., 
signing the name of Clarence J. L. Krieger. 
He is believed to be in Detroit, Mich., at 
the present time, and is described as 19 
years of age, 6 feet tall, 135 pounds, fair 
complexion, dark hair, has one glass eye. 


S. M. CURTIS (2454), who has issued 
worthless checks in New York, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, was recently heard from in 
Shreveport, La, and Vicksburg, Miss., 
where he negotiated worthless customers’ 
drafts drawn on the Bank of Pittsburgh, 
against the account of Bertha Consumers 
Coal Company, with which he has no con- 
nection. Curtis has also abused the name 
of Hillman Coal & Coke Company, of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., as reported on Page 5, of the 
November Journal. 
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WILLIAM G. DWYER (2544), alias J. 


W. Frost, a bogus check operator working 
in New York city, opened an account with 
several hundred dollars in cash. Later he 
deposited a bogus check drawn on the First 
National Bank, San Diego, Calif., payable 
to himself and which purported to be 
signed by Leon Jacobs, The Cosmo Realty 
Corporation. Within a few days after de- 
positing this check, Dwyer made several 
withdrawals which exceeded his actual cash 
deposits. 

The operator’s description is: 45 years 
of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 170 pounds, 
ruddy complexion, smooth shaven, round 
face, bald head. 


D. FEIGER (2545), a bogus check oper- _ 


ator, residing in New York city, was called 
to our attention when his paper, drawn on 
the Central Mercantile Bank, 149th Street 
and 5th Avenue Branch, was offered at the 
bank by a person who claimed that he re- 
ceived the check in payment of a gambling 
debt. Similar items will probably appear 
in and about New York city in the immedi- 


ate future, and member banks are advised 


to watch for them. 


JACK FLINN (2546), alias Jack Ash- 
worth, passed two small forgeries at At- 
lanta, Ga. His checks payable to cash, bore 
the spurious signature of C. M. Ford, a re- 
cent candidate for mayor in that city. He 
is 21 years of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall, 
slender build, gray eyes, dark hair and 
wore a gray overcoat and cap. 


PETE GARCIA (2547), alias Pedro 
Ochan, a Mexican, has handed out a num- 
ber of forgeries for small amounts in the 
vicinity of Hanford, Calif. All of his 
checks bear the forged signature of L. J. 
Fondse, by whom he was employed as a 
grape picker. Garcia, also uses the alias 
Jose Lopes, and is 28 years of age, 5 feet 5 
inches tall, weighs 140 pounds, medium 
build, has long and thick light hair, dark 
blue eyes, dark complexion, smooth shaven, 
and wears working clothes. 


A woman known only as E. GORMLEY 
(2548) is touring the East, paying her ex- 
penses with worthless checks drawn on the 


Ringley Trust & Savings Bank, Boston, ° 


Mass., where her balance is reported as $1. 
The items range from small amounts. to 
several hundred dollars. She was last heard 
from in Newton Center, Mass. 


ALBERT GORMAN (2549), a forger 
residing in Chicago, is under arrest in that 
city, and awaiting action of the grand jury. 
Although there is only one complaint against 
him at the present time, it is believed other 
banks may be able to identify him as hav- 
ing defrauded them. If so, they should 
lodge detainer warrants with the Chicago 
Police. He is 30 years of age, 5 feet 6 
inches tall, weighing 125 pounds, slender 
build, has black hair and dark complexion. 
Despite the fact that he uses the name of 
Gorman, he appears to be either Jewish or 
Italian, but claims to be an American. 


CHARLES HOFF (2550) executed sev- 
eral forgeries at San Francisco, using the 
name of a former employer. . The checks 
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were made payable to C. Hoff and bore the 
forged signature of R. Gillespie. 


HARRY G. KALLE (2551) of White 
Plains, N. Y., deposited two bogus checks 
at a local bank and was permitted to with- 
draw against the smaller of the two items 
before a collection was made. Both checks 
were payable to and signed by Kalle, drawn 
on the Irving Bank-Columbia Trust Com- 
pany, Lincoln Office, which returned them 
as the maker was unknown. 


C. V. KNIGHTLEY (2552), a preacher 
and worthless check operator, has defrauded 
banks along the Atlantic coast from Canada 
to Florida by passing checks drawn on the 
Liberty National Bank, Washington, D. C. 
Knightley recently worked in New York 
city, where he negotiated a check for sev- 
eral hundred dollars, payment of which was 
refused at the Washington bank as it was 
immediately recognized as one of many 
similar items which have been coming to 
them through the clearings. 


Cc. H. LEWIS (2553), posing as a rep- 
resentative of the Dixie Splint Coal Com- 
pany of Dante, Va., presented a note drawn 
on this company at New Smyrna, but failed 
to complete his negotiations. He did not 
wish to draw against the note at time of 
deposit and made no attempt to obtain cash 
on it. Therefore, it is believed that this 
transaction was merely for the purpose of 
obtaining data on which to base some other 
swindle, as the coal company later reported 
the note a forgery, and the operator un- 
known to them. Lewis is about 50 years of 
age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing 180 
pounds, dark complected. 


MARTIN MAXWELL (2554) is re- 
ported traveling through the South, issuing 
checks drawn on the National Bark of 
Commerce at St. Louis, Mo., against an 
old account of the defunct firm, Para- 
gon Manufacturing Company. No descrip- 
tion of this man is available but it is known 
that he cashes many of his checks at hotels. 


Greek Gambler with 
Bogus Checks 


MICHALOSS (2555) opened 
an account with a Lexington, Ky., 
bank, using a bogus check drawn on the 
Guaranty Bank & Trust Company of Lex- 
ington, Ky., where he has no account. Hav- 
ing obtained a passbook and supply of 
checks he is now issuing worthless items 
against that account. Andrew was driving 
a Ford sedan with Ohio license No. C-21226. 
He is believed to be following the races, 
and will probably go to Baltimore, Miami 
or New Orleans, meanwhile continuing his 
operations. Michaloss is a Greek, described 
as 5 feet 9 inches tall, dark complexion, 
and weighs 160 pounds. 


JOHN MILLS (2556), a bogus check 
operator, is reported to have operated at 
Portsmouth, N. H., and Kittery, Maine, 
with checks drawn on the National Me- 
chanics and Traders Bank at Portsmouth, 
N. H. These checks are generally made 


payable to John Mills, but bear various 
names as maker, one being W. H. Ander- 
son. The operator is about 23 years of 
age, short, weighing about 130 pounds and 
has sandy complexion. 


D. R. MOORE (2557), alias C. Sims, 
was recently arrested at Wichita, Kans., 
when he attempted to cash a check payable 
to C. Sims bearing a forged signature of 
W. S. Maxwell. He is wanted in Little 
Rock, Ark., and neighboring cities, as he 
admits using the aliases of Frank Foley, 
R. R. Davis, H. S. Gable and David Ran- 
dolph, names appearing on checks issued in 
that vicinity. Moore’s description is not 
available but member banks recognizing him 
as having defrauded them, should advise 
their local authorities to lodge detainer 
warrants with the police at Wichita. 


HOWARD MORRILL (2558) visited 
Braddock and Homestead, Pa., and left 
behind him checks bearing the firm name 
of the Keystone Roofing Company, Inc. 
These were payable to Morrill, and pur- 
ported to be signed by W. E. Kenely, or 
J. E. Barry. They are well printed on a 
good imitation of safety paper, filled in by 
a typewriter, and the amount written with 
a check writing machine. 


JAMES T. McKENDRY (2559) is under 
arrest at Portland, Oregon, charged with 
forgery against a local bank. The checks 
that he used in his transaction were made 
payable to J. T. McKendry, and bore the 
spurious signature of Alfred Duvall. He 
carried a railway union card, which he used 
for identification purposes. Member banks 
recognizing this man should lodge detainer 
warrants with the Multnomah County au- 
thorities. He is 40 years of age, 5 feet 9 
inches tall, weighing 180 pounds, broad 
shouldered. 


C. L. POWERS (2543) and a partner 
whose name is unknown, have duped a num- 
ber of merchants in the Southern Atlantic 
States, claiming to be advertising solicitors 
of the Associated Advertising Service, of 
Washington, D. C. This is believed to be a 
fictitious concern. 

They have sold their alleged services to 
several customers, from each of whom they 
obtained retainers of approximately $20. An 
investigation in this territory disclosed that 
the supposed solicitors claimed that they 
were on their way to Jefferson, N. C., but 
that they actually went to Elizabethton, 
Tenn., which is in the opposite direction. 

While no banks have actually been de- 
frauded by these men, it is deemed advisable 
to broadcast their operations for the pur- 
pose of saving member banks or their cus- 
tomers from similar losses. 


MARK ROGERS (2560) issued a num- 


ber of forged checks in New York city 
drawn against a bank at Evanston, Ill. The 
checks are made payable to Rogers and bear 
the forged signature of Howley D. Ely. 


CHARLES ROUST (2561) issued 
forged checks in New Orleans, La., and 
vicinity which are drawn on the Second 
National Bank of Boston, Mass., against 


the account of the Franklin P. Winston 
Company. 


I. F. SARVER (2562) negotiated two 
small worthless checks at a bank in Topeka, 
Kans., drawn on the Church Street State 
Bank of Orlando, Fla. He is reported to 
have gone to St. Louis, Mo., and is 35 years 
of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighing 200 
pounds, heavy build, ruddy complexion, 
sandy thin hair, smooth shaven. 


DANIEL M. SHEEHAN, JR. (2563), 
posing as the son of a retired banker of 
New Haven, Conn. negotiated several 
worthless checks in Buffalo, N. Y., through 
securing an indorsement of a customer of 
the bank where he presented them. Shee- 
han is known to have used the alias Arthur 
Power, and apparently makes a practice of 
obtaining indorsements of young women on 
his worthless paper. He is 23 years of age, 
weighs 190 pounds, has black hair, a small 
mustache, and makes a very good ap- 
pearance. 


B. A. H. SMITH (2564) is issuing bogus 
checks in small amounts drawn on the 
Bank of America, New York city. He was 
recently released from jail where he was 
confined for a similar charge, and has re- 
sumed his favorite profession. His latest 
transactions have been with Brooklyn de- 
partment stores, where he follows the age- 
old trick of offering his checks in excess 
of merchandise purchased to obtain cash as 
change. Smith is 38 years of age, 5 feet 
11 inches tall, weighs 145 pounds, slender 
build, has dark complexion, full face, and 
dark hair. 


CHARLES E. STOKES (2565), alias 
Frank C. Harding, was last heard from in 
El Paso, Texas, where he defrauded a num- 
ber of hotels by passing forged checks pur- 
ported to be those of the South Bend Ma- 
chinery Company, Detroit, Mich. These 
checks are on the lithographed “safety” 
paper of that company. Previous to his 
Texas operations, Stokes worked a number 
of hotels in Minneapolis. 


© 


LARRY TAYLOR (2566) left a trail of 
forgeries at Ouray and Telluride, Colo., 
then moved to parts unknown. His opera- 
tions may be renewed, as he is a very 
smooth talker, manages to make acquaint- 
ances and gains sufficient information to 
issue forgeries. His description is: 30 years 
of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, fair com- 
plexion. 


B. A. VAN HORN (2567), alias George 
E. Bisbee, whose activities have been called 
to the attention of the Walker Brothers 
Bank of Salt Lake City, Utah, was last re- 
ported at Globe, Ariz. In the past he has 
been heard from in many cities, where he 
passed his bogus paper on hotels and mer- 
chants of many different lines. He is 32 
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years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 
135 pounds; has medium complexion, brown 
eyes, heavy build, black hair ; smooth shaven ; 
when last seen wore a blue serge suit, 
making a very neat appearance. 


Ket 


Bogus Cashier Checks 


H. S. WILLIAMS (2568), passing 
through Donalsonville, Ga., with his wife 
and family, left two bogus cashier’s checks 
and a forgery in his wake. The bogus cash- 
ier’s checks are drawn on the Columbia 
National Bank of Kansas City, Mo., payable 
to H. S. Williams, and bear the signature 
W. E. Hampton, Cashier. The forgery was 
drawn against the account of the Alabama 
Power Company and bore the forged signa- 
tures of C. R. Benson, president, and E. M. 
Carter, secretary and treasurer. This lat- 
ter check was cashed at the Donalsonville 
bank as the operator was identified by a 
responsible customer. 

Williams is about 6 feet tall, weighing 
175 pounds, has blue eyes, brown hair, and 
a coarse red face. His wife is about 30 
years of age and has light hair. His two 
children, one a little girl one year old, ac- 
companied them. He is traveling in a 
Chrysler coupe. 


ttf Welham 


Truck Driver Turns 
Forger 


D WILLIAMSON (2569), alias Al 

Williams, passed several checks at 
Fresno, Calif., which were drawn against 
the account of the Johnson Monarch Com- 
pany. The operator opened an account at 
a local bank and deposited three forgeries, 
later drawing against them. The checks 
were honored through the clearings, as the 
forgeries were well enough executed to 
avoid detection. Williamson was formerly 
employed as a truck driver for the Johnson 
Monarch Company, and is about 42 years 
of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighing 160 
pounds, medium build, light hair, blue eyes, 
light complexion, smooth shaven and when 
last seen he wore a gray suit and a light 
gray fedora hat. 


W. S. WILSON (2570) has visited vari- 
ous cities in the State of Washington, put- 
ting over checks enroute. He claims to be 
a prosperous dentist of St. Maries, Idaho, 
and after becoming acquainted around town 
he obtains an introduction to bank officials 
through a responsible customer and opens 
an account, depositing his bogus paper. On 
the strength of his introduction, he is per- 
mitted to withdraw against checks before 
their collection. He is about 50 years of 
age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, florid complexion, 
iron gray hair. His left arm is broken and 
is covered by a leather bandage. 


Using the name of Ward Farnsworth, a 
responsible local resident, a Chicago forger 
opened an account at the Irving State Sav- 
ings Bank, and deposited two checks bearing 
the forged signature of Harry Simon & 
Co., which were honored through the clear- 
ings. Shortly afterwards, he withdrew the 
greater part of his balance and then depos- 
ited a bogus check drawn on the Longacre 
Bank, New York city, signed John J. Foley. 
He then attempted to withdraw against this 
check but was refused as it had not been 
collected. In opening the account with the 
Chicago bank, the operator gave Farns- 
worth’s address and telephone number, which 
served to throw the bank officials off guard. 
The crook’s description is 38 to 40 years of 
age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 175 pounds, 
smooth shaven and is dark complexioned. 


Arrests 
Forgers, etc. 


BUCKLEY, ROBERT LEE—Nov. 13, 
Detroit, Mich., City Jail. 

CHEWNING, GEORGE—Dec. 8, Atlanta, 
Ga., City Jail. 

CHILD, RUTH MARSH—Dec. 2, Salt 
Lake City, Utah, County Jail. 

COCHRAN, GERALD DONALD — Nov. 
15, Troy, Kans., City Jail. 

COOK, GEORGE—Nov. 23, Reno, Nev., 
County Jail. 

FAYMONVILLE, BERNARD —Dec. 9, 
New York city, Tombs. 

FITZGERALD, THOS.—Nov. 24, Buffalo, 
N. Y., County Jail. 

HALLOWAY, L. C.—Nov. 12, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., County Jail. 

KRAMER, C. G—Dec. 1, New York city, 
Tombs. : 

LEVEQUE, F. J.—Nov. 19, San Francisco, 
Calif., County Jail. 

McCALL, D. S.—Oct. 7, Cleveland, Ohio, 
City Jail. 

NICKERSON, GEO.—Nov. 23, Boston, 
Mass., City Jail. 

PAYNE, FRANK—Dec. 12, Portland, 
Ore., City Jail. 

PFINGSTEN, PAUL J.—Dec. 7, Chicago, 
Ill., City Jail. 

REID, ROBERT—Dec. 6, Seattle, Wash., 
City Jail. 

STRONG, F. P.—Dec. 7, Lake City, Fla, 
County Jail. 

VALLE, GEORGE—November, Los An- 
geles, Calif., City Jail. 
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WELLMAN, PETER—Nov. 13, St. Louis, 
Mo., City Jail. 

WILLIAMS, CHAS. E.—Nov. 11, Detroit, 
Mich., City Jail. 


Holdup Robbers 


ANDERSON, REX—Nov. 24, Richmond, 
Calif., County Jail. 

CHEATHAM, CHARLIE—Dec. 3, Byers, 
Kans., County Jail. 

ECKERT, LEROY—Dec. 8, Richmond, 
Calif., County Jail. 

KELLY, JAMES—Nov. 17, Davenport, 
Wash., County Jail. 

NELSON, GEO. BERNARD—Nov. 14, 
Spring Grove, Ill., County Jail. : 

SUCH, JOHN—Nov. 14, Spring Grove, 
County Jail. 

WILKERSON, CLAUDE B.—Nov. 20, 
Boonville, Mo., County Jail. 

WILLIAMS, ROBERT—Nov. 17, Daven- 
port, Wash., County Jail. 


Dispositions 
Forgers, etc. 


BLACK, TOYIE—1 year State Peniten- 
tiary, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

COLE, MRS. MARY—3 years, Auburn 
Prison, Auburn, N. Y. 

HALLOWAY, LANI CLARK—18 months, 
County Jail, San Francisco, Calif. 

JENSEN, CHARLES—2 months, County 
Jail, San Francisco, Calif. 

KRASHIER, JOHN J.—Sentence suspend- 
ed, 1 to 5 years, State Penitentiary, Walla 
Walla, Wash. 

McCALL, D. S.—2 years, State Peniten- 
tiary, Columbus, Ohio. 

QUONG, WILLIAM—1 to 14 years, San 
Quentin Prison, San Quentin, Calif. 
VALLE, GEORGE—Deported, Guatemala. 
ZEILER, JACOB—Discharged, insufficient 

evidence. 


Holdup Robbers 


ANDERSON, REX—5 years to life, San 
Quentin Prison, San Quentin, Calif. 

CASTLE, CHARLES—Sentenced until 21 
years of age to Whittier State School, 
Whittier, Calif. 

CHEATHAM, CHARLIE—10 to 50 years, 
State Penitentiary, Lansing, Kans. 

KELLY, JAMES—10 to 20 years, State 
Penitentiary, Walla Walla, Wash. 

WILLIAMS, ROBERT—10 to 20 years, 
State Penitentiary, Walla Walla, Wash. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Arrests 


Awaiting 
Trial |Reported|Reported 
Sept. 1,| Since in 
1926 |Aug.31,} Dec., 
1926 1926 


Burglars....... 
Holdup robbers. 
Sneak thieves. . 


Dispositions 


Total 
Dis- |Fugitives} Awaiting 
Total Con- | charged |Escaped,| Tri 
victed | or Ac- | Insane 
quitted | or Dead 


A 


| Forgers........ 158 48 19 67 38 14 3 170 
# q 115 32 8 40 34 4 3 114 ; 
| q 
| Total.....) 315 81 27 108 76 18 7 322 
L 


Action Upon the Preventive Measures Suggested in This Section Is Preferable by Bank Officials 
Strengthening the Working Routine Behind Cages, Rather Than Leaving the Preven- 

tion of Loss Entirely to the Memory of Tellers. 
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CA.LriForNIA, Los ANGELES—624 I. N. Van Nuys Building. 
San Francisco—215 United Bank & Trust Building. 
Cotorapo, DENvER—424 Cooper Building. 


District oF CoLuMBIA, WASHINGTON—500 Southern Building. 


Fioripa, Mrami1—610 Exchange Building. 
Georcia, ATLANTA—921 Healey Building. 
Ca1caco—1050 Otis Building. 


Lourstana, NEw Or_tEANS—930 New Hibernia Bank Building. 


MaryLanp, BaLtrmorE—902 Fidelity Building. 
MassacuHuseEtts, Boston—200 Devonshire Street. 
Micuican, Detroir—319 Dime Savings Bank Building. 
MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS—726 McKnight Building. 
Missourt, Kansas Crry—403 Ridge Arcade Building. 

St. Lours—622 Louderman Building. 
NEBRASKA, OMAHA—756 Omaha National Bank Building. 
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New York, Burrato—405 D. S. Morgan Building. 
New York City—165 Broadway. 

Onto, CincINNATI—316 First National Bank Building. 
CLEvELAND—1105 Swetland Building. 

OxLaHoMA, OxLaHoMA Crry—908 Colcord Building. 

Orecon, PortLanp—1108 Yeon Building. 

PENNSLYVANIA, PHILADELPHIA—430 Widener Building. 
PittssurGH—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 

TENNESSEE, MEmMPHIS—414 Bank of Commerce & Trust Build- 


ing. 
Texas, Dattas—614 Kirby Building. 
Houston—1020 Keystone Building. 
San AnTONIO—606 Travis Building. 
Uran, Satt Lake Ctry—527 Continental National Bank 
Building. 
WasHINcTON, SEATTLE—1804 L. C. Smith Building. 
SpoKANE—1204 Old National Bank Building. 
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Fake Factory Buyer Arrested 


ERBERT GROSSMAN (1426) 

alias Arthur Aaronson, etc., was 
outsmarted and arrested on Jan. 21 in 
New Britain, Conn., under the name 
of Benjamin Sachs. 

Following his usual method of pos- 
ing as a representative of a manufac- 
turer in a distant city, inspecting sites 
for a branch factory, this enterpris- 
ing crook met his nemesis in Presi- 
dent John C. Loomis of the Com- 
mercial Trust Company in New 
Britain. The banker’s suspicions were 
aroused early in the deal, thereby pre- 
venting loss and permitting a positive 
identification of the crook before his 
arrest. The prisoner’s misdeeds and 


The Same 


Herbert Grossman 


photographs have been a regular fea- 
ture of past issues of this Section, and 


CM Game 


Jeceb Greenspawn, Ralph Beckman and Joe Adler 


Stans operations of the Joe Adler gang 
are now being staged in Chicago whence 
they speedily traveled after their activities 
in New York City, which were reported on 
page 3 of the January issue. Their usual 
form is somewhat varied at this time, al- 
though their method of obtaining the checks 
which they forge is still the same, that is, 
stealing them from office buildings. 

On their return to Chicago, which is be- 
lieved to be the home town. of the opera- 
tors, RALPH BECKMAN (2007) opened 
an account under the name of Henry L. 
Bergman, depositing several hundred dol- 
lars in cash. During the next few days, he 
added to this account deposits totalling 
about $1,000. He then withdrew all of 
these cash deposits in three days and de- 
posited a forged check of the Elk Creek 
Lumber Co. The check was one of several 
stolen from the office of that firm. After 
the check was deposited, and paid through 
the clearings, Beckman made quick with- 
drawals, closing out his account. 

The only endorsement appearing on this 
check was that of Henry L. Berger. This 


point, it will be noted, is a decided change 
from their usual “O.K.” on indorsements. 

JACOB GREENSPAWN (2008) has 
not appeared in the operations recently, but 
has been identified as accompanying Beck- 
man, using his old alias, Herbert Cashman. 

It is probably now Greenspawn’s turn to 
do the cashing of the forged instruments, 
while his partner remains in the back- 
ground. 

All member banks, and those in Chicago 
especially, are requested to watch for the ap- 
pearance of these men as new depositors, as 
their accounts may remain inactive for a 
month or more. If they are identified, mem- 
ber banks should immediately notify the 
nearest office of our agents. Photographs of 
these two men are again reproduced with 
this article to aid in their identification. 

Beckman is about 30 years of age, 5 feet 
7 inches tall, weighs 140 pounds; has light 
complexion, light hair and sharp features. 
Greenspawn’s description is, 28 years of 
age, 5 feet 10 inches to 6 feet tall, about 180 
pounds, medium complexion, black curly 
hair. 


with the aid of the Protective Depart- 
ment’s complete record of his crimes 
over a wide territory, the court ordered 
that he be held under $25,000 bail for 
extradition to either North Carolina or 
Virginia. 

The arrest of Grossman, who now 
claims that his true name is Arthur 
Aaronson, promises relief to banks 
from a form of swindle that has been 
surprisingly successful in many states. 
Unless extradition proceedings fail, the 
prisoner is due to serve a long term 
in Virginia or North Carolina, for 
which bankers generally may thank 
President Loomis and his sleuth-like 
tactics in bagging his quarry. 


Boston Mail Box Thieves 


A BAND of mail box thieves working 
in the Back Bay section of Boston, 


’ Mass., have passed a number of forged 


checks via messengers, and will probably 
continue their operations there or in a near- 
by city. 

Their custom is to stop a young boy on 
the street, instruct him to present a check 
at the teller’s window of the bank on which 
it is drawn. Past performances indicate 
that another member of the gang follows 
the boy into the bank, observes whether 
payment is received then follows the mes- 
senger out of the bank, and signals to his 
partner, who has arranged with the boy to 
meet him outside, usually where he was 
given the check. If the signal shows that 
payment is not made, the operator will not 
approach the messenger, figuring that a 
bank representative is trailing the boy to 
apprehend him. If the signal shows pay- 
ment has been made, the operator ap- 
proaches the boy, receives the money, pays 
him for the errand and hastily departs. 

The logical way to break up this gang’s 
activities is not to detain the boy, but to 
give some money to him, then trail him, 
and apprehend the operator as he is about 
to collect from the boy. 

Usually the instruments of this gang are 
payable to cash, with a very good imitation 
of the maker’s signature, and _ indorsed 
Ernest Miller, or George Quilty, and bear 
an “OK” indorsement of the maker, the 
latter also being a very good imitation of 
the depositor’s signature. 
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Counterfeit Travelers’ in West 


OUNTERFEIT travelers’ cheques have 

been passed by two different operators 
in the west during recent months. One has 
already been apprehended. 

AMERIGO ALEJANDRO (2571), alias 
John D. Revel, an Italian, who passed 
counterfeit travelers’ cheques on merchants 
of the Canal Zone and in Los Angeles, is 
under arrest at the latter city. These 
cheques are in the name of the Guaranty 
Trust Company of New York, The Inter- 
national Mercantile Marine Company of 
New York, and the “American Travelers’ 
Association.” 

It is possible that some of these cheques 
have also been negotiated in or near New 
York City, as the operator had them printed 
there, and left that city early in December. 

The cheques on the Guaranty Trust Com- 
pany are for $10 and are numbered from 
614 to 633 inclusive; those for $20 are from 
5105 to 5108, and those for $50 from 5113 
to 5127. The International Mercantile 
Marine cheques, all of which are for $10, 
are numbered from 5179 to 5199, from 
5353 to 5360 and 5370 to 5371. 

A photograph of Alejandro and _speci- 
mens of the cheques used are reproduced 


* with this article, as a further means of pos- 


sible identification by other banks who may 
be in a position to prosecute. He has 
boasted that he has men all over the world 
passing these counterfeit cheques, but it is 
not known at present whether this state- 
ment is true. 

He is described as 32 years of age, 5 feet 
6 inches tall, slender build, untidy appear- 
ance; speaks Italian fluently. 


Amerigo Alejandro 


P. J. SMITH (2572), alias Robert Davis, 
left a trail of counterfeit $50 traveler’s 
cheques ostensibly issued by the Bank of 
Montreal, Canada,~payable through the Na- 
tional City Bank of New York, in his wake 
after passing through Denver, Colo., and 
Kansas City, Mo. They differ from the 
original cheques of this bank in several re- 
spects. They bear the signatures of Chas. 
M. Henley as President and Oscar Morri- 
son as Cashier, which do not appear on 


of Montreal, Xew York 


OF 


>ayable through: The National City Bank of New York City. 
é hen properly indorsed, the Bank of Montreal, Dominion of 
Canede, will pay to bearer the sum of 


XD OLLARS=— 


of tor tanh cheqve York. 


re 


JN 


3122 


Witt pay To Tre 


FIN CANADA UNITED STATES 
DOLLARS 4 


FIN OTHER COUNTRIES 


“GUARANTY TRUST COMPANY OF NEW YORK 
TREASURER 


Of the above reproductions, only the one at the top, on the Bank of Montreal, 
represents a genuine form 


genuine checks. The border scroll of the 
counterfeits is printed in a light green tint, 
while the scroll of the genuine cheques is 
black and white, bordering a pale green 
body. The entire make up of these counter- 
feits is so obviously different from the 


Retraction Due Anolik 


N Article No. 2534, listed on Page 5 

of the January, 1927, supplement of the 
AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOUR- 
NAL, headed “Bad Banking ‘Certified’,” in 
error the name and description of Morris 
Anolik is used, whereas it is alleged the 
real operator’s name was Hoffman, the con- 
fusion arising because of the indorsement 
of Anolik, the transaction having been as 
follows: 

Anolik opened an account with a Los 
Angeles bank. In this account he deposited 


original that one is reproduced herewith to 
prevent any possible bank losses. Nothing 
is known about the operator himself at this 
time, but member banks receiving any of 
these counterfeits are requested to notify 
their local police. 


a certified check for $250, drawn on the 
Chase National Bank of New York City. 
This check was sent through the clear- 
ings for collection, but in the meantime 
Anolik made withdrawals against same. 
Later the Los Angeles bank was advised 
by the New York bank that the check in 
question bore a forged certification, where- 
upon the Los Angeles police were notified, 
who got in touch with Anolik, who reim- 
bursed the bank for the amount of the 
check, Anolik stating he obtained the check 
from a man by the name of “Hoffman.” 
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Clothing Dealer Pushes Checks 


R. NEAL (2573), a dealer selling 
¢ clothing of a Chicago manufacturer, 
appeared in Zanesville, Ohio, the latter part 
of December, rented a store through a local 
bank and proceeded to sell and take orders 
for men’s suits and overcoats. He opened 
an account by depositing cash and a check 
drawn on a Chicago bank, which was hon- 
ored through the clearings. 

About two weeks later he deposited a 
check drawn by himself, on the Fourth Na- 
tional Bank, Wichita, Kansas, and presented 
an item in the amount of several hundred 
dollars, signed L. M. Myers, and drawn on 
the Liberty National Bank, Oklahoma City, 
Okla. He requested and received cash on 
the latter check and both this and the one 
deposited were returned as worthless. 

Neal, alias Myers, is badly wanted by the 
Zanesville bank and any information con- 


cerning him should be communicated to the 
nearest office of our agents. He drives a 
1926 Hudson Coach, which bears Ohio li- 
cense for 1927, No. 921-732. We are re- 
producing a specimen of his handwriting 
but are unable to furnish a complete de- 
scription at this time. However, Neal is 
tall and slender, with square shoulders, has 
light hair, is clean shaven, and wore a dark 
blue suit, light tan hat, tan overcoat and 
dark shoes. He may be accompanied by 
another man, claiming to be his nephew, who 
is of short stature, has a round full face, 
clean shaven and a rather florid complexion. 


Forged Canadian Bank 
Checks 


OUNTER checks of the Canadian Bank 

of Commerce, Windsor, Ontario, and 
the Royal Bank of Canada have been found 
in Indiana, where an unknown operator evi- 
dently intended to negotiate them. 

These checks have a spurious certifica- 
tion, which might not be detected by Ameri- 
can banks. Those drawn on the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce are for $500 and $1,000, 
while others on the Royal Bank of Canada 
are for $600. They are unsigned and the 
payee’s name has not been inserted. 


A Spanish Crook 


N old game of forged certified checks 
being presented in payment of foreign 
exchange is being tried in New York City 
by a new gang represented by an unknown 
Spanish appearing man and an American 
woman. 

The operation generally starts by the 
woman telephoning to a private banker ask- 
ing the cost of a certain amount of foreign 
money, and how the banker desires pay- 
ment. She then places her order, arrang- 
ing to pay for same with a certified check, 
agreeing to send a man for it the next day. 
In the meantime, the operators have stolen 
a canceled voucher from the mails, forged 
the maker’s name to a new check, had it 
certified, and are prepared to tender it in 
payment to the private banker. 

Their last item was for $2,000, for the 
purchase of francs. The man is described 
as 36 to 38 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches 
tall, weighing 135 pounds, dark hair, dark 
complexion, Spanish type. 

The private banker in this case used good 
judgment and telephoned the maker of the 
check to verify its authenticity, despite the 
fact that it seemed to be certified. The 
male operator in the meantime appeared at 
the private banker’s office, and when told 
that they were waiting to reach the cus- 
tomer he left, saying he would return, but, 
as usual in such cases, he failed to reappear. 


Uncollected Items 


CLEVER check operator, using the 
name ROY A. ACREE (2574), recently 
visited Greensboro, N. C., and made a cash 
deposit of $500 in a bank there, stating he 
represented the National Fabricating Steel 
Company of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Ten days later he drew a check against 
this firm, the unsuspecting member advanced 
him some cash before the check was re- 
turned through the clearings and the drawee 
bank advised the check was a forgery. 

A description of the man is given here- 


Restitution Evil 


FTER reading the following 
item, taken from a Kansas 
Bulletin of a Retail Credit Men’s 
Association, member banks will 
understand the Protective Com- 
mittee ruling against compromis- 


ing crimes: 


“During the week. Sheriff 
Hueson arrested Milo Grundeitz 
for writing bad checks. HE 
WAS RELEASED AFTER 
PAYING THE AMOUNT 
DUE. 


“Ben Bohnenblust of Riley 
was arrested by Sheriff Hueson 
for issuing bad checks. HE 
WAS RELEASED AFTER 
PAYING THE COSTS. 


“On Dec. 8, Sheriff Hueson 
arrested Forest Swift on a charge 
of issuing bad checks. HE 
WAS DISMISSED AFTER 
PAYING THE AMOUNT OF 
THE CHECKS AND THE 
COSTS.” 


Moral: Stop participating in 
crime by compromise. 


with, and we hope this warning may cause 
his arrest before he has had an opportu- 
nity to defraud other banks through his 
depredations. He is 40 years of age, 6 feet 
tall, about 175 pounds, fair complexion, 
round face, smooth shaven, well dressed, 
wearing a dark suit and a gray cap. 


Fake Newspaperman 
Passes Bogus Checks 


J. FRANKLIN (2575), whose activi- 

® ties include bogus checks and forged 
cashiers’ checks, recently appeared at Mus- 
coda, Wis. Having learned that the busi- 
ness men of the town were interested in 
starting: a newspaper, Franklin presented a 
letter of introduction from editors in a 
near-by city and entered into negotiations 
for establishing such a paper. 

After gaining the confidence of all con- 
cerned, he deposited a bogus check on the 
First National Bank at Wheeling, W. Va., 
stating that the name of the bank was 
new, as it had recently become a National 
bank. The next day he presented a forged 
cashier’s check on the Poca Valley Bank, 
Walton, W. Va. He remarked that the 
check was rather crude, but explained that 
the printers in the latter town were not 
very masterful in their work. Due to the: 
good impression he had made, and as the 
cashier’s check called for only one-third of 
his paper balance, it was cashed. Franklin 
then took the first train out of town and 
is still listed among those missing. He is 
described as 55 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, weighs about 180 pounds, florid com- 
plexion; is a good talker, and gives the 
impression of being a publisher of ability, 
as his plans seemed flawless. 


Restaurant Purchaser 


M. THORNTON (2576), alias Jack 

¢ R. Thornton, with the aid of a forged 
letter of introduction and a bogus certified 
check, obtained several hundred dollars at 
Gulfport, Miss. 

He negotiated with a restaurant owner 
to purchase the latter’s place of business, 
Following this deal, Thornton was _intro- 
duced at a local bank, where he opened an 
account with a $1,000 bogus certified check 
drawn against the Moscow Savings Bank, 
Moscow, Tenn. Thornton gave the banker 
a forged letter of introduction from the 
Moscow bank, stating that he was formerly 
in business at Moscow, and well known 
there. 

Later in the day he returned and re- 
quested permission to withdraw a sum 
against his newly opened account to cover 
certain expenses at his new restaurant. His 
request granted, he promptly disappeared. 

Thornton is described as about 35 years 
of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing 145 
pounds; has brown hair, slightly gray about 
the temples; low talker and a neat dresser. 
He is believed to be traveling in a Peerless 
automobile with a woman companion, but 
neither the woman nor the car were seen 
by the bank which reported this operation. 
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Zero Hour Approaches 
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Foreign Exchang® 


Mati 


02__ 44 


One of the forged certified checks used by the band of Italian swindlers 


N extremely dangerous band of Italian 

swindlers operating in Eastern cities 

are about due to again attack somewhere 
with their forged certified checks. 

These crooks operate by opening an ac- 
count with their intended victim. They then 
negotiate with a dealer in foreign exchange 
and establish credit by making several pur- 
chases of Italian lire, government bonds or 
other securities, paying for them with genu- 
ine certified checks drawn against their 
bank. 

After gaining the confidence of the for- 
eign exchange houses, the crooks arrange 
for large purchases of securities and draw 
up a genuine certified check for the exact 
amount of the purchase. Meanwhile they 
will have counterfeited the bank’s certifi- 
cation stamp and prepared exact facsimiles 
of the genuine checks. 

These forged certified checks are pre- 
sented in payment of the securities, and as 


Notorious Female 
Offender Arrested 


RS. IONE BROOKS (2525), a vet- 

eran worthless check operator, was 
recently arrested at Buffalo, N. Y., having 
passed her checks in New York, Philadel- 
phia, Washington, D. C., Detroit and prob- 
ably many other cities where she has not 
been identified. 

The following gives a clear idea of her 
method of operation, and together with her 
photograph and handwriting, which are re- 
produced with this article, it should not be 
difficult to identify her. Member banks 
recognizing this woman as having defrauded 
them should notify their authorities to lodge 
detainer warrants for her at Buffalo, N. Y. 

On her last visit to Philadelphia, the 
operator, who is sometimes known as Mrs. 
Charles Norman, opened an account with 
a worthless check for $8,000, drawn on a 
Washington, D. C., bank. She was accom- 
panied by a young girl about 12 years of 
age, but left the impression that she was 
about to enter the child at a local school. 

Having obtained & passbook at the bank, 
she proceeded to the leading department 
stores, where she purchased expensive wear- 
ing apparel and obtained the difference in 
cash between the cost of her purchase and 
the amount of the check. She also victim- 
ized a hotel in similar manner. 


soon as the securities are in the possession 
of the crooks the genuine certified checks 


-are returned to the bank and redeemed and 


the account closed. 

Due to the expert forging of the signa- 
tures of the interested officials on their 
easily executed “certifications,” several 
banks have honored the forged certified 
checks when received through the clearings. 

The crooks have always used Italian 
names, such as Frank Salvati, Antonio 
Cortese, or C. Cataroso, or Francisco Lolli. 
The best descriptions of the principals is: 
Cortese, 45 to 50 years of age, 5 feet 8 
inches tall, weighs 180 to 190 pounds, 
straight dark hair, dark sallow complexion, 
heavy dark eyebrows, small mustache, stout 
build, broad shoulders, wide mouth, straight 
teeth and has a small scar on his forehead. 

We are reproducing a specimen of their 
work, which should act as a danger signal, 
for it very clearly identifies their work. 


Nancy M. Presler, alias Mrs. Ione Brooks 


Another of this woman’s methods is to 
obtain an introduction at a bank through 
an old friend or responsible business man, 
with whom she negotiates for the purchase 
of a home, depositing worthless checks for 
large amounts and then withdrawing sev- 
eral hundred or possibly a thousand dollars 
against the uncollected item. 

She is 36 to 40 years of age, 5 feet 4 
inches tall, weighs 135 pounds; has dark 
hair and dark complexion; is refined; talks 
with a Southern accent, and can speak in- 
telligently and accurately of Texas, Cali- 
fornia and neighboring states. 


Quick Thinking 


UICK thinking on the part of the man- 

ager of a Detroit, Mich., bank during 
an attempted holdup frustrated the robbery 
and saved the bank at least $10,000, as that 
sum was lying in the cashier’s cage at the 
time. 

The bandit, a youth whose face was no- 
ticeably dirty, handed through the windew 
a piece of paper similar to a deposit slip. 
On it were the words “Shoot to kill.” That 
was as far as the manager read.. He imme- 
diately dropped to the floor of the cage, 
behind the counter, and pressed the alarm 
button. 

The embryo bandit became confused and 
ran from the bank. He jumped into a wait- 
ing automobile and fled with a partner, who 
was at the wheel. Despite the fact that this 
pair were unsuccessful, member banks in 
that territory are warned to guard against 
a repetition of their work. 


Warnings 
TOM ALLEN (2579), alias James 
Miller. These names appear on a num- 


ber of checks stolen from a_ plantation 
owner near Memphis, Tenn. His signature 
was forged thereon, and the last instru- 
ment negotiated came through the clearings 
from Hughes, Ark. The operator is be- 
lieved en route to Indianapolis, Ind., where 
arrangements have been made to place him 
under arrest. He is a negro, 35 to 40 years 
of age, 5 feet 9 or 10 inches tall, weighs 
about 140 pounds; has a round face, ginger 
complexion and small eyes, close together. 


ROY ‘BAILEY (2580), a negro, nego- 
tiated. several bogus checks at Newport, 
Ky., where he opened a savings account, 
depositing half of the proceeds to his credit 
and receiving cash for the remainder. 

His checks are written in small amounts 
on forms of the defunct Gates Motor Car 
Company, Cincinnati, Ohio, and are drawn 
on the Hyde Park Savings Bank of that 
city. They are made payable to Roy 
Bailey, signed C. E. Bishop and bear the 
notation, “Service man, pay in full,” on the 
back. Bailey is 26 years of age, 5 feet 
10 inches tall, of medium build; has very 
black skin, smooth shaven. 


JUAN BUENO (258'), a pock-marked 
Filipino forger, is operating in Salinas, Cal., 
where he cashed a check over the counter 
at the bank upon which it was drawn. The 
check was payable to Bueno, signed T. E. 
Endo, and indorsed Juan Bueno. The only 
description of the operator is that he was 
slightly pock marked; wore a maroon 
colored sweater with a white, diamond 
shaped figure and a gray cap. 


JACK M. BUTLER (2582), is the name 


_ being used by a Port Arthur, Tex., forger, 
- who is signing the name of Mrs. J. M. 


Butler. His items are presented for pay- 
ment across the counter and bear his own 
indorsement. 


Si 
THOUSAND TNREE MUNDRED Fil rven be cent 
— 
| 


6 AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 


February, 1927 


Fake Business Representative 


AMES R. SIMPSON (1932) has added 

the name H. E. Wallace to his long list 
of aliases to facilitate his latest operations 
in Long Beach, Cal., where he is up to 
his old trick of putting over worthless 
checks on an out-of-town bank and obtain- 
ing cash through his alleged business con- 
nections, which he establishes for that pur- 
pose only. 

Wallace, as he now chooses to call him- 
self, arranges to engage an office suite in 
a well-known office building, representing 
himself as an official of the National Steel 
Fabric Company of Pittsburgh, Pa., which, 
according to his letterheads and other corre- 
spondence, is a subsidiary of the Pittsburgh 
Steel Company. He then has the superin- 
tendent of the building introduce him at 
the local bank, where he presents other 
spurious letters of introduction and au- 
thorization. 

A few days later he reappears at the 
bank with another letter, supposedly signed 
by the treasurer of the company, which 
states that Wallace has communicated with 
him, that the company has approved of 
that bank, having examined its financial 
statements forwarded by Wallace, and that 
the letter is authorization for Wallace to 
act for the company’s branch office. Two 
checks are inclosed with this letter, the 
larger item to be credited to the company 
and the smaller one to be placed at the dis- 
posal of Wallace. 

With these apparently genuine credentials, 
Wallace is generally permitted to withdraw 
a large sum on his checks, one of which 
showing his indorsement is reproduced with 
this warning. 

Members recognizing this man, whose 
picture is also published herewith, are re- 
quested to immediately notify the nearest 


or. 


aT +Prrresvunet,, 
Pa. 


James R. Simpson 


office of our agents. A warrant has been 
issued for his arrest at Long Beach, Cal., 
and he will be extradited from anywhere. 
Furthermore, he is an escaped prisoner 
from Salt Lake City. 

He is described as 40 to 45 years of age, 
about 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighing 145 
pounds, medium thin build, medium com- 
plexion, brown eyes, smooth shaven, full 
face but not fat, light hair, tinged with 
gray. He wore a brown overcoat, was 
well dressed; heavy voice, rapid talker, fre- 
quently interrupts in conversation; carries 
a tan leather brief case with samples of 
his supposed product. 


One of the worthless checks which James R. Simpson puts out on out-of-town banks, 
and specimens of his handwriting abov 


JULE C. CASWELL (2584), represent- 
ing herself as the wife of a minister, at- 
tempted to cash a bogus check at the 
Chatham Phenix National Bank and Trust 
Company, New York City, on which it was 
drawn, but fled from the bank. when the 
teller started to look up his records. Al- 
though unsuccessful in this attempt, the 
operator may try to cash a similar item at 
another bank. The check was made pay- 
able to Jule C. Caswell, signed Rev. Leo. 
E. Caswell, as maker. 


R. A. CREED (2585), passed several 
forged checks at Okemah, Okla., defrauding 
merchants from whom he bought various 
articles of clothing, and received the bal- 
ance of the checks in cash. These checks 
are drawn on the Okemah National Bank, 
payable to R. A. Creed or C. C. Harley, and 
purport to be signed by W. C. Dyer. He is 
described as 20 to 23 years of age, 6 feet 
tall, weighing 160 pounds, medium com- 
plexion, dressed as farm hand, wearing a 
lumber jacket. 


A swindler using the name of CALD- 
WELL (2583), negotiated a check bearing 
a torged certification at Ocean Springs, 
Miss., where he represented himself as an 
agent of the Caldwell Import Company of 
Pittstield, Mass. The check was drawn on 
the Agricultural National Bank, Pittsfield, 
Mass., payable at the National City Bank, 
New York. The alleged certification indi- 
cated that it had been made by the Pittsfield 
Bank. The firm name of the Caldwell Im- 
port Company also appears on the check, 
This operation is undoubtedly the work of 
a professional forger, therefore member 
banks in Ocean Springs and vicinity are 
advised to watch for a repetition of his 
work. 


J. A. DIXON (2586), who also used the 
initials J. F., is traveling through the East 
at the expense of banks which cash his 
bogus items before they are paid through 
the clearings. They are drawn on the City 
3ank of Portage, Wis., payable to any of 
the operator’s many aliases, and signed J. A. 
or J. F. Dixon, but are not on the form of 
the Portage bank, but blank forms on which 
Dixon fills in the bank’s name, sometimes 
scratching out the name of a bank, whose 
form is used. 


‘WILLIAM P. DOUGLAS (2587), is 

believed to have migrated to Nassau in the 
Jahama Islands, after negotiating a forgery 
at a Pulaski, N. Y., bank. 

Having opened an account with a small 
amount of cash Douglas later deposited a 
check for a large sum drawn against the 
account of the Brown Engineering Co., on 
the Royal Bank of Canada, Nassau Branch, 
Nassau. The check was made payable to 
William P. Douglas and purported to be 
signed by Delmar C. Anderson, Treas. 

Allowing six days to elapse after this 
deposit, Douglas attempted to withdraw the 
greater part of his balance, but was told 
he would have to await collection. He re- 
turned a few days later, and was then per- 
mitted to make a withdrawal although re- 
turns had not yet been received. 


The “State’s Attorney” 


E EDWARDS (2588), a burglar and 
¢ forger, cashes checks for approximate- 
ly $1,000 on Chicago banks via the ex- 
changes. He has adopted rather unique 
measures to learn whether the maker of the 
check has been informed of the forgery. 
He telephones to the customer representing 
himself as the State’s Attorney, and asks 
about the check. When informed by the 
depositor that nothing is known about it, 
the operator then throws the customer off 
guard by asking for the correct spelling of 
his name, then states that he is apparently 
calling the wrong party, and wants another 
person of a similar name. With the knowl- 
edge that it is safe to proceed, Edwards 
withdraws the greater part of his balance 
at the bank where he deposited the forged 
check for collection. At the same time, he 
notifies the bank that another man will 
present for payment a check which will call 
for his entire balance, and to further allay 
suspicion, he deposits a bogus check for 
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$1,000 on the Lake State Bank, but does not 
attempt to draw against it. Edwards is 
described as 32 years of age, 5 feet 6 or 7 
inches tall, weighing 150 pounds; has dark 
complexion, dark hair, full round face; and 
wore a dark brown overcoat. 

His companion, W. B. WILLIAM 
(2589), who cashed the check on which 
Edwards’ balance was withdrawn, is 35 
years of age, about 6 feet tall, weighs 175 
pounds, of medium build, light complexion ; 
wears a blue overcoat. 


WILLIAM G. FIELDING (2590), a 
small time forger is using a spurious certi- 
fication stamp to facilitate his negotiations 
in Brooklyn, N. Y., where he victimizes 
merchants by the old game of offering 
supposedly certified checks in excess of the 
cost of his purchases, receiving the mer- 
chandise, also the difference, in cash. The 
checks are drawn on the Bank of America, 
New York City, payable to and indorsed 
by Fielding, signed Philip W. Wright. The 
forged certification stamp is oval shaped 
with the word “Certified” in heavy letters 
at the top of the oval, the date in the middle 
and the name, Bank of America, at the bot- 
tom. 


J. H. GORMAN (2591), a bogus check 
operator at Los Angeles, has cashed several 
checks drawn on the Commercial National 
Trust and Savings Bank there. 

Gorman’s checks purport to be made by 
the City of Los Angeles, Street Lighting 
Department, and are signed M. W. Wood- 
ley. The operator is said to be issuing 
similar checks on other Los Angeles banks. 

The genuine disbursements of the City of 
Los Angeles are in reality made by war- 
rants on the City Treasurer, and not by 
bank checks. i 


RAYMOND HARDING (2592), is ne- 
gotiating checks drawn on the Glen Ridge 
Trust Company, Glen Ridge, N. J., on which 
payment has been stopped. These checks 
were lost and bear the genuine signature 
of the maker, but were not filled out other- 
wise. One of them was cashed by a de- 
positor of a New York bank and others will 
Member banks in this 
territory are therefore warned to watch for 
them. 


Protection to a Fault 


F HAYES (2593), who sold check 

¢ writing machines, raised cashiers’ 
checks once too often and is now under ar- 
rest at Spartanburg, S. C. 

He claims to hail from Chicago, which 
is believed to be only one of the cities 
where he sold his machines and cashed his 
raised checks. His method was to call on 
a local bank, obtain a cashier’s check for 
about $10, eradicate.the original amount by 
using chemicals, and then write in what- 
ever amount he desired, using his check 
writing machine to complete the picture. 

Hayes’ physical description is not avail- 
able at this time, but his method of opera- 
tion is rather uncommon, and he may be 
recognized through it. Member banks that 
tecognize this man as having defrauded 


them are requested to have their local au- 
thorities lodge detainer warrants against 
him at Spartanburg. 


CHARLES HERMAN (2594) alias 
Hartner, alias Harris, is under arrest at 
Los Angeles, Cal., where he issued bogus 
checks on the non-existent Second National 
Bank of Chicago, Ill. Member banks 
recognizing this man as having passed bogus 
items on them are requested to have their 
local authorities notify the police of Los 
Angeles to hold for them. 


MRS. LYDIA HOLTZMAN (2595), 
last heard from in San Antonio, Tex., is a 
worthless check operator whose _instru- 
ments, drawn on the First National Bank, 
Champaign, Ill., range from a few hundred 
to more than a thousand dollars. She 
cashed three of her checks in San Antonio 
through the assistance of her father who 
was well known to the bank, having been a 
depositor of good standing for many years. 
Such transactions are too common for 
banks to take the risk of cashing anyone’s 
check without an indorsement. The operator 
made these items payable to cash and signed 
her own name. They were later returned 
with the information that she had only $10 
on deposit. Mrs. Holtzman is traveling 
with a male companion, JAMES RAN- 
DOLPH (2596). Members recognizing 
either are requested to notify the nearest 
office of our agents. Her description is 31 
years of age, 5 feet 3 inches tall, has wavy, 
blonde, bobbed hair, gray eyes; wore a 
brown coat with fur collar and fur trim- 
ming at the bottom. Randolph’s description 
is: 36 years of age, 5 feet, 7 inches tall, 
weighing 150 pounds; has brown eyes, black, 
wavy hair, slightly gray, dark complexion, 
smooth shaven, dimple on chin. 


L. JACKSON (2597), alias M. A. 
Corren, are the payee’s names appearing on 
bogus checks of the Construction Company 
of North America, which are being put 
out in Alameda, Cal., to victimize merchants. 
The checks are drawn on the Pacific Na- 
tional Bank, San Francisco, and are printed 
on a cheap, light blue paper with black 
printing. The notation “Bridges, Steel & 
Concrete Structural Work, Mills Building, 
San Francisco, Cal.” and the name of the 
Pacific National Bank are printed on the 
left side of the check, while the firm name 
appears at the top. The genuine checks of 
this company drawn on another San Fran- 
cisco bank are entirely different, being on 
the regular check form of the bank at which 
they deposit. Jackson’s physical descrip- 
tion is unknown, but his items can be easily 
recognized from the above description. 


VERA JOHNSON (2598), alias Mrs. 
F. Graham, is drawing bogus items for 
about $60 on the Pacific Southwest Trust 
and Savings Bank, University Branch, Los 
Angeles. They are made payable to Vera 
Johnson, signed Mrs. F. Graham, and in- 
dorsed Vera Johnson, 3508 So. Hope Street, 
In the lower left hand corner the notation 
“wages in full” appears. 
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J. H. MARKEWITZ (2599), a forger 
last known to be in St Louis, Mo, issued a 
check for several hundred dollars at Mat- 
toon, Ill., in payment of notes, upon which 
security had been given and which was 
returned on receipt of the forged check. 
The check was drawn on the Edgar County 
National Bank, Paris, Ill, which returned 
it. It was made payable to Markewitz, and 
alleged to be signed by Fred S. Wolfe, 
Wolfe Auto Supply. The operator was 
formerly employed by Wolfe, and may have 
other checks on the Paris bank, which he 
will try to pass in St. Louis or vicinity. 
Markewitz is described as six feet tall, 
weighing about 185 pounds; has dark hair; 
squints his eyes; has a small scar over one 
eye. 


L. MARTINEZ (2600) is the name ap- 
pearing on forgeries purported to be signed 
by V. R. Borunda, drawn on a Selma, Cal., 
bank where they were cashed over the 
counter. Some of this operator’s checks are 
also made payable to cash. 


A. C. McFARLAND (2601), alias 
Thomas Allen, a worthless check operator, 
and his female companion and accomplice, 
MARIE ALLEN (2602), were last re- 
ported operating at El Paso, Tex. Mr. and 
Mrs. McFarland, as the couple are generally 
known, are traveling in a Chrysler automo- 
bile in which they started from Kansas City, 
motoring west to California then south and 
east to Texas, passing worthless paper en- 
route. Their checks have been drawn on 
the Commerce Trust Company, Kansas City, 
Mo., but new check forms may have been 
added to their collection on their journey. 
McFarland is 35 years of age, 5 feet 7 
inches tall, weighing 140 pounds; slender 
build, has dark complexion, black wavy 
hair, dark eyes. 


C. A. MOORE (1465), is the newest of 
the aliases used by C. A. Hall, a small time 
bogus check writer, who victimizes mer- 
chants all over the country. He poses as a 
representative of the Phoenix Advertising 
Company, of Newark, N. J., or the Alliance 
Nursery Company. Some of the checks are 
drawn on the First National Bank of 
Webster, Mass., while others are on the 
Clinton National Bank, of Clinton, N. J. 
Moore usually makes his appearance as a 
distributor of advertising matter for the 
above concerns, and his items claim to rep- 
resent commission. He is about 55 years of 
age, and weighs 145 pounds. 


E. REYNOLDS (2603), alias H. Mur- 
dock, a young woman, passed forged 
checks in Detroit, Mich., by making ex- 
pensive purchases of clothing and receiving 
the balance in cash. Her forgeries are 
against the account of George A. Reynolds 
at the Bank of Detroit, and are made pay- 
able to E. Reynolds. The bogus items are 
drawn on the Second National Bank of 
Malden, Mass., made payable to H. Mur- 
dock and signed George E. Murdock. As 
she has made payee’s name the same as 
the maker’s last name in each case, that is 
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one identifying mark which member banks 
in the vicinity of Detroit should watch for. 


IRVING ROSENBERG (2604), a bogus 
check operator drawing his instruments on 
the Bowery and East River National Bank, 
Broadway and Forty-first Street branch, 
New York City, is making a practice of 
putting his checks over on woman acquaint- 
ances. He was last known to be in Canada, 
where he will probably renew his operations 
along the same lines, or attempt to obtain 
cash at banks before collection can be made 
through the clearings. 


D. A. ROTHROCK (2605), an old of- 
fender, representing himself as a lawyer of 
Colton, Cal., was recently reported in Wash- 
ington, Lb. C., where his general impression 
was so favorable that he induced a bank to 
cash a bogus check. The check was drawn 
on the Colton National Bank, Colton, Cal., 
payable to, signed and endorsed D. A. 
Rothrock. The operator is unknown at 
the Lewis Arcade. Building of Colton, 
where he claimed to have his offices, and 
he carries no account at the Colton bank. 
Rothrock’s age is unknown, but he is 5 
feet 7 inches tall, weighs 150 pounds, wears 
brown clothes and keeps his head and eyes 
lowered. 


Stolen Checks Forged 


J‘cor SHAFFER (2606) and ALBERT 
COHEN (2607) stole a number of blank 
checks from a Chicago printing firm and 
are defrauding. merchants of that city by 
forging the maker’s name and purchasing 
clothing and haberdashery. The checks are 
drawn against the account of W. H. Wil- 
ton, at the Cosmopolitan State Bank, pay- 
able to Jack Shaffer or Albert Cohen. 
Shaffer is described as 27 years of age, 5 
feet 4 inches tall, weighing about 150 
pounds; has dark complexion, dark hair and 
eyes. He talks rapidly in a high voice; 
wore a dark suit, gray overcoat, fedora hat. 

The operators are still in possession of 
the following numbered checks: 1792 to 
1799; 1957 to 1971; 2017 to 2019; 2065 
to 2073. 


He is described as 28 years of age, 5 feet 
11 inches tall, weighing 155 pounds, good 
dresser. 


ARTHUR SOUTHARD (2608) was 
last reported in Toledo, Ohio, where he 
deposited two bogus checks drawn on the 
People’s Branch of the Cleveland Trust Co., 
Cleveland, Ohio. They were made pay- 
able to Art Southard, signed Jim Marshall 
or C. T. Lang, and endorsed Art or Arthur 
Southard. No additional information con- 
cerning this man is available at the present 
time, but he will probably continue his bank- 
ing activities in that section or some neigh- 
boring city. 


CLIFFORD WELCH (2610), a truck 
driver of Vallejo, Cal., has turned to the 
seemingly more lucrative business of 
forgery and migrated to San Francisco. 
His items are printed on the special form of 
J. E. Johnston, General Contractor, Stock- 
ton, Cal., payable to himself, signed J. E. 
Johnston, endorsed Clifford Welch and the 
maker’s name. Welch is 23 years of age, 
5 feet 9 inches tall, weighing 160 pounds, 
of medium build; has light hair, light com- 
plexion, blue eyes; smooth shaven; is cross 
eyed, and wears working clothes. 


An unknown operator representing him- 
self as H. H. Patton (2611), negotiated 
a forged check across the counter at a 
San Francisco bank, displaying the business 
card of Mr. Patton as a means of identifi- 
cation. The check was one of several stolen 
from the office of Marion H. Ezell Co., San 
Francisco, and bore the firm name and 
forged signature of Ezell. The operator is 
described as 35 to 40 years of age, 5 feet 
11 inches tall, weighing 160 pounds, of 
slender build; has brown hair and blue eyes ; 
smooth shaven; wore a light gray overcoat 
with a large striped check and a gray 
fedora hat. 


U. C. WALTERS (2612) is one of the 
many names used by an operator who in some 
unknown manner has obtained a pad of 
counter checks of the Citizens’ Bank, Beebe, 
Ark., which have been accepted by mer- 
chants of half a dozen Texas cities. The 
checks thus far returned to the Citizens’ 
Bank have been for small amounts, mostly 
$10 each. J. M. Smith is the name used 
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most often as payee, while the maker’s 
name has been changed on each check is- 
sued. They are all numbered above 300. 
The operator will probably continue to dis- 
pose of these checks until his supply is ex- 
hausted, and member banks, especially in 
Texas and neighboring states, are advised to 
seek positive identification before accepting. 


A bogus check operator has left a trail 
of worthless paper in Detroit, Chicago, St. 
Louis, New York and more recently in 
Peoria, Ill. Hotels were the victims in each 
of these transactions and sustained losses of 
considerable amounts. The checks purport 
to be issued by the Utica Engineering Com- 
pany, the address of which is given as Utica, 
New York, but investigation has failed to 
show that there is such a company. All of 
these instruments have been drawn on the 
Oneida National Bank of Utica. This bank 
has no account with the said company. 


Forged checks of the J. H. Hillman Com- 
pany, of Santa Barbara, drawn on the Bank 
of Oregon City, Oregon City, Ore., will 
probably appear in that city in the imme- 
diate future, as a number of their checks 
and a check writer were recently stolen 
from their office. Member banks iri that 
general territory are warned to watch for 
these checks. Amounts will undoubtedly 
be filled in with the check writer. 


An unknown operator, who claimed to be 
George E. Kyle, is under arrest at San 
Francisco, Cal., charged with forging this 
name to a cashier’s check, also other checks 
drawn on a Spokane, Wash., bank. Mem- 
bers recognizing this man as having passed 
similar instruments upon them are requested 
to lodge detainer warrants with the San 
Francisco police. He is described as 32 
years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing 
155 pounds, of medium build; has sallow 
complexion, light brown hair, long face, 
slightly hooked nose. 


Arrests and Dispositions 


HE detailed record of arrests and dis- 

positions usually presented upon this 
page is omitted due to lack of space, but 
the figures are taken into account in the 
following table: 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


J. C. WARREN (2609), alias J. M. a Arrests Dispositions 
Beckford, a worthless check operator, re- ——e Total 
cently defrauded merchants and a bank at ses 
a Sept. 1, |Reported/Reported Dis- _|Fugitives|Awaiting 

Racine, Wis., by passing a number of checks 1926 Since Total Con- | charged |E d\ Trial 
far in excess of his deposits. He opened 31, victed 
i accounts at the local banks with cash. At 1926 192 quitted | or Dead 
American State Bank, Dearborn, Mich, Forgers 158 67 40 107 63 18 3 181 i 
payable to himself, and signed Geo. H. 
withdrawing his entire cash deposit. War- Holdup robbers. 115 40 13 53 39 8 4 117 q 
i ren also deposited another check drawn on | 
the Citizen’s National Bank, South Bend, Sneak thieves. . 3 3 

several hundred dollars before the checks Total. .... 315 108 55 163 106 26 8 338 


were returned unpaid through the clearings. 
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Carelessness Breeds Crime—and Criminals. 


Take a Tip from the Bank Crook by Using the Same 


Extreme Care Which Characterizes His Plans 
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Receiving Teller............. 
Guard. . 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CattrorniA, Los ANcELES—624 I. N. Van Nuys Building. 
San Francisco—211 United Bank & Trust Building. 

Cotorapo, DENvER—421 Cooper Building. 

District or CoLuMBIA, WASHINGTON—601 Southern Building. 

Frorma, Mrami—610 Exchange Building. 

Georcta, ATLANTA—921 Healey Building. 

Curcaco—1050 Otis Building. 


Lourstana, New Orteans—930 New Hibernia Bank Building. 


MaryLanpb, BattrmorE—902 Fidelity Building. 
Massacuusetts, Boston—345 New Chamber of Commerce 
Building. 
Micuican, Detrorr—319 Dime Savings Bank Building. 
MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS—726 McKnight Building. 
MissourRI, Kansas Crry—403 Ridge Arcade Building. 
Sr. Louts—619 Louderman Building. 
NeprasKa, OMAHA—756 Omaha National Bank Building. 


~ 
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New Yorx, Burrato—405 D. S. Morgan Building. 
New York Crry—165 Broadway. 

Outo, CiINcINNATI—316 First National Bank Building. 
CreveLAND—1105 Swetland Building. 

OxKtaHoMA, OKLAHOMA Crty—908 Colcord Building. 

OREGON, PorTLaAND—1008 Yeon Building. 

PENNSYL VANIA, PHILADELPHIA—430 Widener Building. 
PirtssurcH—1108 Diamond Bank Building 

TENNESSEE, MEmMPHIs—414 Bank of Comics & Trust Build- 


ing. 

Texas, Dattas—614 Kirby Building. 
Hovuston—1020 Keystone Building. 
San Anton1o—606 Travis Building. « 

Uran, Satt Laxe Criry—527 Continental National Bank 
Building. 

WASHINGTON, SEATTLE—1805 L. C. Smith Building. 
SPokANnE—1204 Old National Bank Building. 
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Vice-President .............. 
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Reducing Good Will in Banking 


ITH a prize of $79,600 at stake, 

six bandits staged a spectacu- 

lar holdup of a Kansas City 

bank messenger and guard on 
the streets of that city last December. 
Mingling with the throng of Christmas 
shoppers, two bandits blackjacked the guard 
who trailed the messenger from the Federal 
Reserve Bank, while another seized the 
messenger’s sack at the point of a pistol, 
and the entire band sped away with the 
second richest haul of bank banditry in the 
history of Kansas City. 

Both the messenger and guard were 
armed but outnumbered, and had no chance 
against the carefully planned surprise attack 
upon which banditry thrives. The wonder 
is that both bank employees escaped with 
their lives. With armored cars, police pro- 
tection, and tear gas satchels available to 
avoid the dangers of such risks, is it sur- 
prising that a district court judge should 
publicly demand greater care in the trans- 
portation, by banks, of large sums of 
money? 

No crime “wave” was needed to make it 
generally known that even the mildest of 


By JAMES E. BAUM 


Deputy Manager, Protective Department 


crooks make fertile soil of crowded streets. 
Small wonder, then, that bank messengers 
afoot and inadequately guarded are made to 
appear like ‘“‘Babes in the Wood.” 


MALL wonder, also, that, Judge Mc- 

Camish, of Wyandotte County, Mis- 
souri, should denounce such practices, as 
follows: 

“T believe there should be some provision 
giving the superintendent of insurance, or 
some other authority, the power to require 
banks to transport money in the safest way 
possible. 

“Some bankers assume the ‘I don’t care’ 
attitude. They pay the insurance com- 
panies, and when a loss occurs the com- 
panies reimburse them. 

“Public opinion should be aroused against 
this handing of money over to criminals. 
The public must pay. 

“There is no use of everybody contrib- 
uting to the bank robber just because a 
banker thinks it is an ordinary occurrence 
to hand a messenger a sack full of thou- 
sand-dollar bills and send him to another 
bank.” 


Simpson, Fake Representative, Arrested 


VERY important arrest in the fra- 
ternity of bad check writers was re- 
cently made at Austin, Tex., when JAMES 
R. SIMPSON (1932), alias J. H. Wilson, 
was taken in custody. f 
_ Simpson is one of the most consistent and 
successful operators, who has been passing 
worthless checks for a number of years, 
and despite the fact that he is now under 
arrest and a warrant has been issued for 
him, every bank that is now in a position to 
prosecute him is urgently requested to have 
their local police lodge additional detainer 
warrants with the authorities at Oakland, 
Cal., where he will be returned for trial. 
His picture and specimens of his hand- 
writing are reproduced with this article, 
as well as a general outline of his method 
of operation, which has frequently been pub- 
lished in previous articles, the last one being 
in the February Supplement, page 6, under 
the caption “Fake Business Representative.” 
Using one of his many aliases, Simpson 
arranges to engage an office suite in a 
prominent building, posing as the representa- 
tive of a large out-of-town concern that is 
about to open a branch office, of which he 
is to be manager. He then has an official 
of the building introduce him at a_ local 
bank. He also presents letters of introduc- 
tion from the firm he claims to represent, 
makes careful inquiries as to the bank’s 
standing, obtains copies of the bank’s state- 
ment, which he claims to send to his main 
office for their approval, and later returns 
with a letter authorizing him to open the 


James R. Simpson 


account in the firm’s name at the designated 
bank. 

This last letter is accompanied by several 
checks on the form of the business firm, 
drawn on a bank of the city in which the 
firm is located. He then opens the account 
with these checks, the smaller of which is 
made payable to the operator, who, because 
of his business-like methods, is believed to be 
a bona fide representative of the firm and 
is permitted to draw against the uncollected 
funds. 

Simpson is 40 to 45 years of age, 5 feet 
6 inches tall, weighing 145 pounds, medium 
thin build; has medium complexion, brown 
eyes, smooth shaven, full face, light hair 
tinged with gray. He dresses well, has a 
heavy voice, rapid talker, frequently inter- 
rupts in conversation. 


Because some bankers, in assuming un- 
necessary risks, choose to lean on their in- 
surance policies for indemnity of financial 
loss through crime is no reason for inviting 
murder by placing in jeopardy the lives of 
employees that cannot be indemnified, 
Neither does it justify the reflex of ill will 
cast upon other banks which decline these 
hazards. 


AST December also witnessed a stir in 
the financial circles of Tennessee, when 
three defalcations of large amounts were 
disclosed at two Memphis banks within 
five weeks. After admitting to a shortage 
of $300,000, which exceeded the bank’s total 
of capital stock, surplus and undivided 
profits, one bank employee killed himself, 
The other two shortages are reported as 
amounting to $570,000. 

The fact that there was’ no Clearing 
House Examiner System in that city speaks 
for itself, as does the suicide’s previous con- 
fession and conviction on forgery charges, 
the penalty for which was a fine plus the 
dollar costs. 


Woman Check Passer on 
Coast 


M&s ALICE B. MARSH (2621), alias 
Louis R. Gray, worked the bogus 
check game at Monrovia, Cal., for a fair 
sized sum, using as a medium for her 
swindle checks on the Security National 
Bank, Pasadena, and the Pacific Southwest 
Trust and Savings Bank, Altadena Branch. 

She opened her account with cash and a 
personal check, which was later returned 
“No Account.” Two days later, before re- 
turns had been received, she made a with- 
drawal, at the same time depositing addi- 
tional checks on one of the banks mentioned 
above. These items were all payable to the 
operator as Alice B. Marsh, signed Louis R. 
Gray or Mrs. George E. Clark, and indorsed 
Alice B. Marsh. 

Mrs. Marsh is described as about 40 to 
45 years of age, 5 feet 7 or 8 inches tall, 
rather slight build, fairly well dressed and 
inclined to be very talkative. 

As addresses and all other information 
given by operators of this type are invafi- 
ably false and misleading; the best possi- 
bility of apprehending them is for tellers to 
read this supplement carefully so that they 
may recognize the criminals when swindles 
are attempted, and notify the nearest office 
of our agents, also the local police. How- 
ever, more important than this is the pro- 
mulgation of rules governing the routine 
behind the cages, which will make such 
losses impossible. 
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Reward of $500 for J. R. Neal 


of $500 is offered by the 


First Trust and Savings Bank, Zanes-- 


ville, Ohio, for the arrest and detention of 
J. R. NEAL (2573), alias L. M. Meyers, 
together with his supplies of drafts of the 
American Trust and Savings Bank, Zanes- 
ville, which are drawn on the Chase Na- 
tional Bank, New York City. 

These drafts are old forms which were 
formerly used by the American Trust and 
Savings Bank, and have the first three num- 
bers of the yearly date “190,” the exact 
year to be supplied by adding the fourth 
number. Despite this indication of their 
comparative antiquity, the operator has been 
successful in negotiating some of them un- 
der several aliases. The amounts of these 
drafts are filled in with a check writer, the 
characters of which are about five-eighths 
of an inch deep and give an impression sim- 
ilar to: “Pay $100 and 00 Cts.” 

Any drafts drawn by the American Trust 
and Savings Bank of Zanesville, Ohio, on 
the Chase National Bank of New York, no 
matter what names are signed to them, are 
fraudulent. 


J. R. Neal is described as about 45 years 
of age, tall, slender, square shouldered, 
light hair, clean shaven. While in Zanes- 
ville he wore a dark blue suit, tan hat and 
overcoat. He was accompanied by two other 
men, one cf about his own size, who bears 
a considerable family resemblance to J. R. 
Neal, and who is said to be his brother. 
The third party, who is rather short with 
a full round face, clean shaven, rather florid 
complexion, is believed to be Neal’s nephew. 
The names of these companions are un- 
known. 

This trio left Zanesville in a Hudson 
coach automobile, 1926 model, bearing Ohio 
license for 1927, numbered 921732, have 
since been driving a Studebaker car with 
Michigan license and were last reported in 
Miami, Fla., and New Orleans. 

Member banks recognizing any of this 
team are urgently requested to notify the 
nearest office of our agents and their local 
police, as a warrant for Neal’s arrest is now 
in possession of the sheriff of Muskingum 
County, Ohio. 


Rapid Worker in South 


RANK GORDON (2613), alias D. N. 

Elliott, alias B. H. Hayes, who defrauded 
several banks at Charlotte, N. C., in quick 
succession with his worthless instruments, 
was released on bail at Nashville, Tenn., 
following his arrest. 

Using one of the above names at each 
bank, Gordon opened an account with worth- 
less checks on the Chatham & Phenix 
National Bank and Trust Co., New York 
City; Citizens’ National Bank of Lebanon, 
a Ky. and others, stating that he was going 
¥ into business at a near-by town, where he 
opened a store, primarily for the purpose of 
laying a suitable groundwork for his oper- 
ations. Shortly afterward he made with- 
§ drawals at each bank before his checks were 

returned through the clearings. 

f A photograph of Gordon is reproduced 
B with this warning so that banks identifying 


Frank Gordon 


him as having defrauded them may lodge 
detainer warrants with the police of Nash- 
ville. He is described as 40 years of age, 
5 feet 6 or 7 inches tall, weighing 160 to 
175 pounds, sallow complexion, black hair 
combed straight back. He traveled in a 
Dodge sedan and was accompanied by a 
collie dog. 


) Fake Checks of Milk Company 


eece GREGG (1370), alias George 
; W. Lake, is again active with bogus 
B checks, this time purporting to be issued by 


THE PET MILK COMPANY 


HVAPORATED MILK PRODUCTS 
4DVERTISING DEPT. 


4¥ To 
OnDER OF. 


GEORGE 
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DOLLARS AND FORTY SHREE 


FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF CHICAGO 


the Pet Milk Sales Corporation of St. Louis. 
In his operations at Marshall, Ill., and other 
mid-western cities he has defrauded hotels, 


Dec, 6, 19265 
CHICacg, 


THE PBT MILE COMPANY 
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banks and merchants. He travels rapidly 
and may cover the entire country. 

These imitation checks are drawn on the 
First National Bank, Chicago, IIl., payable 
to George W. Lake, signed E. C. Lawrence, 
treasurer, and Francis G. Moran, auditor. 
They bear the name Pet Milk Company and 
are supposedly issued by the Chicago dis- 
trict office. 

Genuine checks issued by the Pet Milk 
Company, which is the holding company of 
the Pet Milk Sales Corporation, are drawn 
on a St. Louis, Mo., bank, as distinguished 
from the bogus instruments passed by Lake. 
The Chicago office of this firm does not use 
a printed form check, which is another point 
to be considered by member banks that may 
be presented with any of these bogus items 
which are drawn for about $8 to $18. 

The operator’s physical description is: 
30 to 35 years of age, 5 feet 834 inches tall, 
weighs about 175 pounds, smooth shaven, 
rather large nose, brown hair; dresses neat- 
ly, carries traveling bag. 


Oil Boom Forgers 


Active 


E AKERS (2577) and an unknown op- 
¢ erator are believed to be the men who 
have taken advantage of the unsettled condi- 
tions at Seminole, Okla., an oil-boom cen- 
ter, to issue a number of forged pay checks. 

These checks are drawn for odd amounts, 
ranging from $40 to $80, and purport to 
be signed by B. H. Arnold, superintendent 
of an oil tank company, in charge of con- 
struction work at Seminole. 

The names and aliases of these men mean 

very little as an aid to identification, but 
member banks in such towns are again re- 
minded that every possible precaution should 
be taken to guard against forgeries, as there 
have been several examples of forgers mak- 
ing a practice of hitting new towns while 
booms are in progress. 
QS is probable that these men will con- 
tinue this system of operating in that gen- 
eral territory. E. Akers is 35 years of age, 
5 feet 11 inches tall, weighing 170 pounds; 
has sandy complexion and sandy hair. The 
description of his companion is unknown at 
this time. : 


Shun Sun Lee! 


OON SUN (2618), a Chinese worthless 

check operator, has resumed his negotia- 
tions at San Francisco, Cal., where he was 
active two years ago. 

This Chinaman, who is sometimes known 
as Sun Lee, opens an account with about 
$50 in cash, and a day or so later makes 
a deposit of a small amount of cash and 
a check. He repeats this performance sev- 
eral times within a week and then with- 
draws most of his balance before the checks 
are returned from banks of neighboring 
cities on which they are drawn. 

Sun last gave his address as 869 Clay 
Street, San Francisco, and his occupation 
as a restaurant worker. He is described as 
about 35 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
weighing about 150 pounds, slender build, 
wore gray coat and a fedora hat. 
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The Foreign Exchange Buyers in Jersey 


MILLOCO (2619) is the 
newest alias to be used by an Italian 
swindler and his gang who are now plying 
their trade of purchasing foreign exchange 
with forged certified checks in New Jersey, 
their last operation having been performed 
at Elizabeth. 

As the best possibility of apprehending 
these men, whose activities have afforded 
them a comfortable living since 1922, is up 
to bankers themselves, they are urgently re- 
quested to watch for their reappearance, es- 
pecially in Jersey towns, as it is very prob- 
able that they will renew their negotiations 
in the next few weeks. 


Farming and Forging 


DWARD HANSEN (2620), farmer and 

forger, trebles his pay by duplicating the 
original check given him in payment for his 
services. He was employed at Chittenango, 
N. Y., where he was given a check on the 
State Bank of Chittenango for $30. Hav- 
ing become acquainted in the town, Hansen 
put over two duplicates of the good check 
on local merchants. 

This method of operation is not infre- 
quently practiced, and member banks are 
warned to guard against it by taking notice 
of the number of checks drawn within a 
short period of time. 


Sullivan in Michigan 

EORGE SULLIVAN (2622), alias 

Sam Coville, alias T. J. Pentross, 
whose checks are bogus, is operating at 
Detroit, Mich. 

He opened an account there with a small 
cash deposit under the name of Sullivan, 
subsequently depositing checks on the First 
National Bank, Pontiac, Mich., and the 
Peninsula State Bank, Grand River, and 
Third Branch, Detroit, Mich. When mak- 
ing these deposits Sullivan withdrew a part 
of the amount they called for and then dis- 
appeared. 

Member banks of Detroit and neighbor- 
ing cities are advised to watch for checks 
on the above-mentioned banks signed with 
the above aliases. 


An Impersonator 


pease. as a depositor of a Philadel- 
phia, Pa., bank, and using the alias 
HARRY JACOBS (2617), an operator 
made several withdrawals against a good 
account. 

When first appearing at the bank, the 
operator made out a deposit slip for three 
checks, informing the teller that he was the 
depositor and had left his passbook at home. 


Their general method of operation, broad- 
cast in this supplement on page 5 of the 
February issue, headed “Zero Hour Ap- 
proaches,” and previous issues, is again re- 
peated. 

Accounts are opened with cash and sev- 
eral certified checks are used; then the lead- 
er forges the certification on a check and 
gives it in payment to a foreign exchange 
broker with whom they had had several 
small, genuine transactions for Italian or 
other foreign currency. 

Shortly before negotiating the forged 
certification, one of the gang withdraws 
practically the entire balance. 


After making these deposits, and just before 
leaving the bank, he succeeded in cashing a 
$50 check due to the fact that his deposits 
made the transaction appear legitimate. A 
few days later he repeated this operation, 
again making a withdrawal. 

The checks deposited by this impostor 
were later returned from the following 
Philadelphia banks on which they were 
drawn: National Bank of Commerce, signed 
Sidney A. Golding and Charles R. Willis; 
Central Trust and Savings Company, signed 
Jacob A. Greenstein and Israel Feldman; 
Gimbel Brothers Bank and Trust Company, 
signed Benjamin Horowitz; Market Street 
Title and Trust Company, signed W. B. 
Miller. 

Jacobs is described as 25 years of age, 
5 feet 11 inches tall, 180 pounds, dark hair, 
fair complexion, clean shaven, wears gray 
felt hat, dark overcoat and white silk scarf. 


Fake College Student 


ECENTLY a young man using the name 
CARL STEWART (2626) showed 
that criminality is not limited to any age 
by defrauding a Virginia bank with a check 
drawn on a Pennsylvania member with the 
name of Frank M. Stewart as maker. 
Stewart claimed he was attending a college 
located in the town where the check was 
negotiated and forged the indorsement of 
the president of the college to facilitate his 
crime. 
He is described as 23 or 24 years old, 
5 feet 8 inches tall, medium weight, has 
light brown curly hair, and when in the 


bank wore a gray suit without hat or over- - 


coat. 


“Opening an Office” 


W. NOLTE (2623) seems to be at- 
2 Ae tempting to imitate the well-known 
bogus check operator, James R. Simpson, 
but is working on a smaller scale. 
Claiming to represent the Carson Pirie 
Scott & Co., Chicago, the swindler vis- 
ited a Kansas City bank, stating he was 
about to open a branch office of that com- 
pany, of which he would be the manager. 
He presented a letter of introduction pur- 
porting to be from the Security National 


Milloco is described as above 5 feet 2 
inches tall, 160 pounds, stockily built, dark 
complexion, smooth shaven, wears large dia- 
mond on the ring finger of his right hand, 
Another member of this band, G. Des- 
STEFANI (2265), is described as 45 to 50 
years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighs 
180 to 190 pounds, straight dark hair, dark 
sallow complexion, heavy black eyebrows, 
small mustache; has broad shoulders, is 
stout, wide mouth; has a small scar on 
his forehead. 

Member banks recognizing these men are 
requested to notify the nearest office of our 
agents and their local police. 


Bank Savings and Trust Co. of St. Louis, 
and obtained a bank statement, ostensibly to 
be approved by his firm before opening an 
account. Shortly before leaving the bank 
he presented a check drawn on the St. Louis 
bank, but when informed the check could 
be taken for collection only, Nolte dis- 
appeared. 

The operator attempted the same game at 
another Kansas City bank, with success, this 
time depositing a check on the Shaw Bank, 
St. Louis, Mo., with which he opened a per- 
sonal account and was permitted to draw 
against it before returns had been received. 

Nolte is described as 35 years of age, 
5 feet 10 inches tall, slender build, dark 
complexion, wears glasses, appears to be 
Jewish. 


Playing the South 


HERE is a pair of bad check artists 

touring the South at the present time 
named RITA TAYLOR (2624), alias Ruth 
Brennan, and WALTER COOK (2625), 
alias Fred Dentley. Their medium of live- 
lihood is the worthless check game and kit- 
ing checks at the various local institutions 
where they open accounts. 

Apparently playing lone hands, each of 
the operators opens an account at two local 
banks, using different aliases at each bank. 
The initial deposits are cash, and are quick- 
ly followed by other cash deposits at short 
intervals for one or two weeks, at which 
time checks are deposited, drawn on out- 
of-town banks. Withdrawals are attempted 
against the uncollected items the same day 
they are deposited. The incidental kiting is 
carried on during the greater part of the 
few weeks that the couple stay in town 
before their grand clean-up. 

Rita usually goes without a hat, and if 
questioned regarding her negotiations 1 
quick to become angry. Her partner 1 


about 28 years of age, rather tall, and has j 


black hair. 


Loans to Veterans 


rE is not the purpose of this article to j 
hinder veterans of the World War from § 


realizing on their adjusted compensation 


certificates, but we must urge banks to rt ’ 
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quire positive identification of the borrower. 
A discharge certificate is as easily stolen 
as a compensation certificate, and should not 
be accepted as establishing absulute identity. 

As attempts may be made to defraud 
banks through adjusted compensation cer- 
tificates, the United States Secret Service 
has been authorized to investigate and arrest 
persons counterfeiting, forging or altering 
such certificates, or passing or attempting 
to pass counterfeit, forged or altered cer- 
tificates of this description. 

Any loan, attempt to secure a loan or 
suspected attempt to secure a loan on a 
counterfeit, forged or altered adjusted com- 
pensation certificate should be promptly re- 
ported to the nearest office of the United 
States Secret Service, the address of which, 
if unknown, can be ascertained through in- 
quiry from your nearest internal revenue 
collector. 


Calman—R. Slatkin” 


HE Pearl-Market Bank, Seventh and 

Race Streets, Cincinnati, Ohio, is anx- 
ious to locate either B. CALMAN (2665) 
or R. SLATKIN (2666), formerly of Cin- 
cinnati. They state that they understood 
one of these parties has located in Florida 
and the other in Cleveland, Ohio. Calman 
and Slatkin operated in Cincinnati under the 
name of “The C. &-S. Building Company,” 
and if any member is acquainted with either 
of them, the Cincinnati bank will appreciate 
your advising them. 


Warning 
HE Indiana Bankers Association sends 
out the following warning: Member 
banks are warned to be on the lookout for 
one John Matthews, who may want to cash 
$20 A. B. A. travelers’ checks issued to him 
by Brazil Trust Company, Brazil, Ind. 
Through cashing a few of these checks at 
an Indianapolis bank he laid his plans for 
putting through a very clever forgery of 
the name of a local merchant and director 
of the bank. Matthews posed as a packing 
and produce owner, claiming he had a pack- 

ing plant with fifty employees. 
His description follows: About 35 years 
of age, height. 6 feet or a little taller, 
weight 160 to 165 pounds; smooth face, fair 


_complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes, 


medium slender face, rather prominent nose, 
slightly Roman. Used very good language. 
Dressed in dark blue overcoat, gray suit, 
gray hat, low-cut tan shoes. Said to have 
worn quite a large diamond tie pin. His 
confederate, who obtained signature of mer- 
chant used in forgery, is described as 45 to 


50 years of age, 6 feet tall, weighing 170 . 


to 175 pounds; dark brown complexion, 
smooth shaven, coarse features, slightly 
stooped shoulder. 

If this party attempts to cash a travelers’ 
check at your bank, hold him and wire the 
Indiana Bankers Association: or the nearest 
office of the Burns Detective Agency. 


Here’s a New One 


necessity of guarding against all 
strangers, and especially not allowing 
them within the inner portals of a bank, 
is well illustrated by the recent performance 
of a lone bandit at Auburndale, Pa. 

Using a plausible pretext, an unknown 


individual made an appointment with an offi- 
cial of the Auburndale bank to see him after 
the regular banking hours. When this man 
was admitted back of the cages, he drew 
a gun, lined up everyone in the bank, bound 
them, and then headed for the door with 
$1,400, which he hastily snatched. 

Fortunately for the banker, this would- 
be bandit’s plans went amiss. He was shot 
dead by an outside guard as he was making 
his getaway. 

B. B. BENNETT (2627), residing in 
Los Angeles, is drawing checks against the 
account of J. H. Pipolo at the Pacific South- 
west Trust and Savings Bank, Main and 
Commercial Branch, of that city. 


M. J. CAR (2628), a woman forger op- 
erating at Los Angeles, succeeded in cash- 
ing a check bearing the forged signature of 
Eleanor Marie Brown. It was made pay- 
able to cash and indorsed M. J. Car, 994 
Oxford, Ma. 712. The forger is described 
as 45 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
weighs 135 pounds; has medium brown hair, 
dresses well and wears eyeglasses. 


CARL COLEMAN (2629) opened an 
account at a New York bank with a small 
cash deposit and checks drawn on the Manu- 
facturers’ Trust Company, New York City, 
and the First National Bank, Mamaroneck, 
N. Y. Both checks were later returned, as 
the signatures were irregular. 

Coleman attempted to withdraw against 
these items, but was unsuccessful. As this 
operator wil! probably renew his activities 
in the New York territory, member banks 
in that locality especially, are warned to 
guard against him. 


w 


JAMES B. COLLINS (2630), a forger 
last reported at Youngstown, Ohio, is in pos- 
session of several pay checks of the Pitts- 
burgh and Lake Erie Railroad, to which he 
has forged. the maker’s signature. At 
Youngstown the operator cashed a check 
at the bank on which it was drawn, getting 
in line with employees of the railroad, thus 
giving every indication of the transaction 
being regular. It is possible that the oper- 
ator will attempt to cash the other checks 
through merchants and by depositing them 
in banks of nearby cities. 


E. W. CORBETT (2631), a former rep- 
resentative of an adding machine company, 
has turned forger, using the names of his 
old customers with which to sign checks. 
He is also issuing bogus checks drawn on 
the Grand Rapids Savings Bank, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. He was last reported at 
Grand Rapids, consequently member banks 
in that locality are requested to guard 
against accepting his checks. 


WILLIAM F. COUGHLIN (2632) ne- 
gotiated ten forged checks on the Mission 
Bank, San Francisco, Cal., through local 
merchants. He is believed to have gone 
to Los Angeles, where he may again circu- 
late his forgeries. The checks are made 


payable to himself, and purport to be signed 
by P. F. Hines. 


EARL DAVIDSON (2633) is the payee 
of bogus checks drawn on the Anglo Cali- 
fornia Trust Company, Richmond District 
Branch, San Francisco, that are appearing 
in that city. The checks are for approxi- 
mately $80, signed Theo. Aulds Co., and are 
being passed on hotels, rooming houses and 
merchants. 

CHARLES DONOVAN (2634), a bogus 
check operator, opened an account with a 
New York City bank, but was unsuccess- 
ful'in drawing against his items before they 
were returned as spurious. 

His checks were drawn on the First Na- 
tional Bank of Denver, Colo., signed Charles 
Donovan. When attempting to withdraw 
against them, the bank official observed that 
the notation in the operator’s passbook desig- 
nating the uncollected items was blurred 
with ink. Being of the belief that this was 
done for the purpose of concealing it from 
the teller, his request for funds was refused. 

Donovan is described as about 30 years of 
age, 5 feet 10 or 11 inches tall, weighing 
170 pounds, dark complexion, wore a dark 
overcoat and a dark fedora hat. He gave 
his birthplace as Colorado, stated he was 
single and a salesman. 


MARY DUNCAN (2635), alias Mar- 
garet Mauchan, was arrested at Detroit, 
Mich., where she forged the name of a 
woman by whom she had formerly been em- 
ployed as a maid. Member banks recog- 
nizing this woman through name or occu- 
pation as having defrauded them are ad- 
vised to lodge detainer warrants against her 
with the Detroit police. 


S. F. GIBBONS (2636), alias M. T. 
Shannon, a recent resident of Daytona 
Beach, Fla., is wanted there for issuing two 
instruments, one drawn on the Meyer-Kiser 
Bank of Miami and the other on the Bank- 
ers’ Trust Company, New York City. 


WALTER S. GOODSPEED (2637) in 
some unknown manner obtained a check 
from a depositor of a Boston, Mass., bank. 
Making the check payable to himself, and 
forging the signature of Lillian C. Warren, 
he was successful in cashing it at the bank 
upon which it was drawn. His description 
is: 28 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 
weighs about 160 pounds, of medium build, 
poorly. dressed; has dark hair, very pale 
face. 


The Old Racket 


GROSS (2638) recently defrauded a 

@ New York City bank by working the 
old game of opening an account with sev- 
eral hundred dollars in cash, making several 
bona fide deposits and withdrawals before 
playing his final card. When opening his 
account Gross was unable to give a bank 
reference, but referred to the Plymouth Sales 
Company at 246 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City. A favorable reply was returned to 
the bank by this firm, thereby throwing the 
bank off guard. Gross’s final play was to 
deposit a worthless check on the Diamond 
National Bank, Pittsburgh, Pa., then with- 
draw most of his cash balance. Returning 
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the following day, he was able to withdraw 
the greater part of his deposits represented 
by the worthless check, due to a clerical 
error in the bank. The worthless item was 
signed by S. Philips, who gave the Plymouth 
Sales Company as his employer and refer- 
ence when opening his account in Pitts- 
burgh, where his balance was $8. 


Explanation 


In the January, 1927, Journal Supplement 
there appeared an article warning against the 
activities of a man representing himself as 
a plantation owner and using the name of 
I. E. CONOVER, also R. C. COLLIER. 
This operator fraudulently telegraphed to 
banks for funds requesting that identifica- 
tion be waived. 

We have now been requested to advise 
that the I. E. Conover referred to in that 
article is not the I. E. Conover who repre- 
sents school book publishers with offices 
at Little Rock, Ark., and Dallas, Tex. 


HARRY HOLT (2640), who previous- 
ly duped a Hermann, Mo., bank with one 
of his bogus checks, was last heard of at 
Rogers, Ark. 

Holt, who claims to be an Italian, but has 
features more like those of a Negro, was 
employed with a surveyor’s party near Her- 
mann as a chain man. He opened an ac- 
count at a local bank with a bogus check, 
drew against it and disappeared. On an- 
other occasion he signed the name James T. 
Moore to a check drawn on the Benton 
Bank and Trust Company, Benton, Ark. 
To offset suspicion of his comparative afflu- 
ence, Holt claimed to receive an allowance 
from his folks at Detroit, Mich. 

He is described as about 30 years of age, 
5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing 150 pounds, 
very dark complexion, Negro features, coal 
black curly hair, very short. He is a lib- 
eral spender, hard smoker, has a scar on 
the back of his neck, stutters, talks very 
rapidly and is rather difficult to understand. 
His teeth are wide apart and in a very bad 
condition. 


K. IVERSON (2641) recently operated 
at Rockford, Ill, where he opened an ac- 
count with a forged check drawn against 
the account of Godfrey Peterson at the 
Security National Bank of Rockford. 


ALLEN JOHNSON (2642), alias Allen 
Morris, a Negro, misrepresented himself as 
a depositor of a Clinton, Okla., bank, where 
he made a small withdrawal. It is believed 
that Johnson has negotiated several other 
shady bank transactions, and member banks 
in the vicinity of Clinton and also Kansas 
City, Mo., where he is believed to be head- 
ing, are advised to guard against a repeti- 
tion of these activities. Johnson is described 
as 25 years of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall, 
weighing 165 pounds, thin build; looks more 
like a Mexican than a Negro; has two solid 
gold upper front teeth; wears a steel-gray 
overcoat. 


First Venture 


| Page O. JORDAN (2643), bogus 
check writer of Toledo, Ohio, entered 
a local bank and presented a check drawn 
on the First National Bank of Plymouth, 


Mich., signed by himself. When the bank 
refused to cash this check, Jordan told of 
knowing a local butcher and promised to 
obtain his indorsement. He left the bank 
apparently for this purpose and returned 
shortly with the butcher’s ostensible indorse- 
ment, whereupon the teller cashed the check. 

The operation was simple but effective, 
as the indorsement proved a forgery. This 
man is apt to become dangerous owing to 
the success of his first venture. Safeguard 
your interests by verifying transactions of 
this nature. 


KENNETH KELSO (2644) was recent- 
ly sentenced to three months in the House 
of Correction at Chicago for passing bogus 
checks drawn against the account of the 
Youngstown Sheet and Tube Co., Youngs- 
town, Ohio, and will be released on or 
about May 1. He is believed to have passed 
similar items at Marietta, Ohio. Therefore 
member banks in that vicinity particularly 
are requested to have their local authorities 
lodge detainer warrants against Kelso if 
they recognize him as having defrauded 
them. 


HARRY KORN (2645) recently opened 
an account with a New York City bank, 
using a forged check drawn on another 
local bank. The check was paid through 
the clearings. However, the operator failed 
to withdraw funds, probably due to think- 
ing that the interested bank had become 
suspicious. 

When opening the account Korn stated 
he was 25 years of age and gave his address 
as 42 Third Avenue, which proved to be 
erroneous. The check was.drawn on a form 
of the Uneeda Notion Company. 


Two small time forgers operating against 
merchants at El Centro, Cal., are HARRY 
KING (2663), alias William Johnson, and 
JUAN FLORES (2664), who are drawing 
their items against accounts at the Pacific 
Southwest Trust and Savings Bank, El 
Centro Branch. The checks passed by King 


purport to be signed by William Johnson, 


while those issued by Flores are signed Y. 
Faniguchi. King is a Negro described as 
about 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighing 160 
pounds, stout build, smooth shaven, light 
brown complexion. When last seen he wore 
a dark suit and a large, light colored som- 
brero. Flores’ description is unknown. 


C. N. W. McGUIRE (2647), who claims 
to be a representative of the Salvation Army, 
but has no connection whatsoever, and who 
edified the people of Jackson, Miss., by his 
sermons preparatory to issuing worthless 
checks against which he made withdrawals, 
is expected to resume his clerical and finan- 
cial operations in neighboring cities. 

He opened an account at a bank in Jack- 
son with a small cash deposit, and shortly 
afterward deposited two checks for $400 
each, which were made payable to himself, 
and bore the purported signature of Capt. 
H. R. Justus, drawn on the First National 
Bank, Paducah, Ky. These items were sub- 
sequently returned with the notation that 
Captain Justus had closed out his account 
several years ago. 

McGuire is also believed to have defraud- 
ed local merchants with his worthless items. 
He is about 65 years of age, 6 feet tall, 


weighs about 180 pounds; has reddish hair, 
smooth shaven, wore Masonic emblem. 


An unknown operator impersonating 
Clinton McGee negotiated a check bearing 
a forged indorsement of McGee’s signature 
at a Detroit, Mich. bank, where he pre- 
sented what appeared to be genuine creden- 
tials of identification. 

The check was made payable to Clinton 
McGee, signed C. R. Walker, Treasurer, 
Crescent Land Company. The operator’s 
description is unknown, but as he may have 
similar checks, member banks near Detroit 


- are warned to watch for a repetition of the 


above operation. 


CHARLES MILLER (2648) made his 
appearance at Elkhart Lake, Wis., where he 
entered negotiations with a bank and sey- 
eral business firms apparently for the pur- 
pose of effecting a swindle which, for some 
unknown reason, did not materialize. He 
claims to be a member of the firm of a 
poultry commission house, located at 300 
West Forty-second Street, New York City, 
where his firm is unknown. He left his 
signature at the Elkhart bank, stating that 
he expected to open a large account there 
in a few days by depositing a check of his 
firm on the First National Bank of New 
York City. He further stated that he was 
going to operate a poultry yard at Elkhart, 
and arranged: to engage a special poultry 
car from the railroad at that point; also 
ordered a poultry yard to be built, engaging 
local carpenters and two other local men to 
aid him in his supposed business. Shortly 
after making all these arrangements Miller 
disappeared. Although he did not actually 
defraud anyone, it appears that he intended 
some kind of a swindle, and member banks 
in that territory especially are warned to 
guard against any negotiations this man may 
attempt to make. He is described as about 
40 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weigh- 
ing 180 to 200 pounds. The loss of several 
upper left teeth is very noticeable. He is 
a great entertainer and story-teller. 


HARVEY MONTAGUE (2649), through 
the unwitting aid of a Pleasantville, Cal., 
bank’s depositor, cashed a check there which 
was returned by the Broadway office of the 
American Bank, Oakland, Cal., on which it 
was drawn. He is also said to be drawing 
bogus checks on the Santa Cruz County 
National Bank and other institutions in that 
general territory, all of which range from 
about $5 to $30. Montague is believed to 
use a method of operation similar to that 
used at Pleasantville, where he asked a 
woman acquaintance to identify him at her 
bank so that the item would be cashed. He 
claims to be in the real estate business at 
Modesto. His description is about 23 years 
of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing 150 
pounds; has brown hair and eyes; was last 
seen wearing a blue striped suit. 


The name of FRANK MORSE (2650) 
appears as the payee on several forged 
checks being passed on Los Angeles mer- 
chants drawn against the account of Walter 
D. Seese at the Pacific Southwest Trust and 
Savings Bank, Central and Third Branch, 
of that city. Watch for him, as he is be- 
coming a dangerous operator. 
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ROWLAND W. NICHOLS (2652) is 
finding fashionable hotels easy victims of 
his bogus check transactions. He draws on 
the Attleboro Trust Company, Attleboro, 


- Mass., and writes the indorsement of M. B. 


Heinstreet. Member banks in New York 
City are warned to guard against Nichols, 
as he will probably attempt to negotiate 
some of these checks either directly against 
banks or their hotel customers. 


Boston banks are warned to watch for 
forgeries payable to ARTHUR OLIVER 
(2653), who is believed to be forging the 
name of his brother, Albert Oliver, to 
checks drawn on the Old Colony Trust Com- 
pany at Boston, Mass. The operator is de- 
scribed as 32 years of age, 5 feet 4 inches 
tall, stocky build, thin, smooth face. 


C. J. PARISH (2654), of Houston, Tex., 
attempted to negotiate a forged check by 
having a young woman present it at the 
South Texas Commercial National Bank, 
upon which it was drawn. He is described 
as 35 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 
weighing 145 pounds, fair complexion, 
smooth shaven, brown hair. 


MORRIS ROSENBERG (2655) has be- 
come a successful forger and probably will 
be heard from again. Appearing at Boston, 
Mass., he negotiated two checks through 
the clearings, payable to M. Rosenberg, bear- 
ing the forged signature of L. Beberman. 
He also used the forged guarantee indorse- 
ment of Beberman. 

C. J. RUTLEDGE (2656), a very smooth 
stock salesman, negotiated a worthless 
check at Mount Dora, Fla. drawn on the 
National Bank of Commerce, Tampa, Fila. 
He has disappeared from Mount Dora, and 
his present whereabouts are unknown. He 
is believed to be from New Jersey. “Rut- 
ledge is described as 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
weighing 137 pounds; has light blue eyes, 
very high forehead, iron gray hair. 


MORRIS SHERMAN (2657), having 
either found or stolen the check book of 
B. N. Epstein, is drawing forgeries against 
this account at the People’s National Bank, 
Stamford, Conn. These checks, all drawn 


_for small amounts, were last reported com- 


ing through the clearings from Jersey City, 
N. J. 

MACK TAYLOR (2659) is reported as 
issuing forged checks at Boston, Mass., 
against the account of a former employer, 
George H. Brown, on the National Shaw- 
mut Bank. He is described as 37 years of 
age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs 145 pounds; 
has gray hair, dark complexion and high 
cheek bones. As the operator is believed 
to be in possession of other checks of his 
former employer, member banks of Boston 
and neighboring cities are warned to watch 
for a repetition of his forgeries. 


C. A. STODDARD (2658) is operating 
at Pasadena, Cal., and vicinity, where he 
makes his checks payable to cash, indorses 
them with the above name, forges the 
maker’s signature, and cashes them at the 
banks on which they are drawn. Very little 
is known about this man, but he is about 
28 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, weigh- 


ing 133 pounds; slender build; has dark 
hair, thin face, wears a dark suit and black 
fedora hat. 


EG ceed 


Foreign Exchange Oper- 
ator Disappears 


ORRIS WEISS (2660) ), who recently 
operated a concern known as the United 
Foreign Exchange Corporation, has disap- 
peared after gaining the confidence of many 
customers, with company assets totaling 
about $100,000 Any information concern- 
ing this man should be immediately trans- 
mitted to the nearest office of our agents 
or this department. He is described as 38 
years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing 
150 pounds, medium build; has dark com- 
plexion, dark eyes, dark hair, decidedly Jew- 
ish appearance, thick lips, very heavy dark 
beard and talks with guttural hiss. 


ART WILLIAMS (2661), who nego- 
tiated a small forgery at San Francisco and 
disappeared, is known to possess a check 
book of the Bank of Italy, Fillmore-Post 
Branch, which very likely he will use to 
draw additional worthless checks, as he has 
withdrawn all but a small portion of his 
balance there. 

When indorsing his checks, Williams also 
writes his address, which was last known to 
be 3273 West Street, Oakland, Cal. His 
true name is Paul Otis Carter, and he comes 
from Kansas City, Mo., to where he may 
return. He sometimes poses as an official 
of the Portable Mantle Company of Park 
Rose, Ore. 


R. W. WORDEN (2662), alias C. H. 
Haskin, who passed a number of bogus 
checks at Gardiner, Me., some time ago 
while posing as a typewriter salesman, is 
reported to be under arrest and will be 
taken to Gardiner for trial. These instru- 
ments were drawn on the Bar Harbor Trust 
and Banking Company, Bar Harbor, Me., 
and the Granville National Bank, Granville, 
N. Y. Members recognizing this man as 
having defrauded them are requested to 
have detainer warrants forwarded to the 
authorities at Gardiner. 


An unknown party, presumably a woman, 
found the passbook of Mrs. Estelle Wil- 
son, a depositor of the Atlanta and Lowry 
National Bank, Atlanta, Ga., and is issu- 
ing small checks in that city, mostly against 
merchants. Member banks in that territory 
are, therefore, warned to watch for such 
items. 


Arrests 


Forgers, etc. 


ADAMS, A. E—Jauuary 27, Phoenix, 
Ariz., County Jail. 

ANTHONY, A. H.—January 25, Los 
Angeles, Cal., City Jail. 


ARONOWITZ, AARON—January 22, 
New Britain, Conn., City Jail. 

BRIANS, JACK—January 26, Los 
Angeles, Cal., County Jail. 

CROWLEY, LAWRENCE-—January 21, 
Boston, Mass., City Jail. 

DENTON, J. R.—February 3, Atlanta, Ga., 
County Jail. 

FRANK, EDWARD J.—February 3, Los 
Angeles, Cal., City Jail. 

GARMON, D. D—February 2, Los 
Angeles, Cal., City Jail. . 

GOULD, EARL—Alias William Brown, 
January 14, Boston, Mass., City Jail. 

HAASE, OSCAR—February 5, Billings, 
Mont., County Jail. 

HOLDEN, MYRTLE—February 2, Hous- 
ton, Tex., County Jail. 

HUGHES, DOC—January 
Angeles, Cal., County Jail. 

HURD, D. L.—February 4, Portland, Ore., 
City Jail. 

KATO, T. E—November, 1926, Oakland, 
Cal., City Jail. 

KEMP, CARL—January 12, Brownsville, 
Ore., City Jail. 

KREGAR, ARTHUR—January 26, Los 
Angeles, Cal., County Jail. 

LORCH, RAYMOND—Alias Harry Dubin 
1926, Philadelphia, Pa., City 
ail. 

LORD, ELTON W.—January 13, Port- 
land, Ore., County Jail. 

MAY, ALMON: (Colored)—January 19, 
Kosciusko, Miss., City Jail. 

MAY, LILLIE (Colored)—January 19, 
Kosciusko, Miss., City Jail. 

MIDGLEY, JOHN—February 3, San 
Francisco, Cal., City Jail. 

SHERRY, J. W.—Alias J. C. Lang, Jan- 
uary 31, Los Angeles, Cal., City Jail. 

SMITH, SAMUEL (Negro)—November, 
Houston, Tex., City Jail. 

SPECHT, W. H—January 15, Los 
Angeles, Cal., County Jail. 

STALLCUP, B. B.—January 15, Tuscum- 
bia, Ala., County Jail. 

THOMPSON, HAROLD B.—January 18, 
Spokane, Wash., City Jail. 

WALKER, LEWIS—October 19, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., City Jail. 


Tae 


Burglars 


BELLANT, DAVE—February 8, Poplar 
Bluff, Mo., County Jail. 

DOYLE, JESS—February 11, Buffalo, 
Kan., County Jail. 

TERRILL, ROY—January 16, Joplin, Mo., 
County Jail. 


Holdup Robbers 


ADAIR, RUSSEL—February 1, Modesto, 
Cal., County Jail. 

AUSTIN, HART—January 27, Nashville, 
Tenn., County Jail. 

BARKER, HERMAN—January 16, Joplin, 
Mo., City Jail. 

CARTER, R. R—December, 1926, Gar- 
land, Tex., County Jail. 

CONWAY, THOMAS E—February 2, 
Oakville, Wash., County Jail. 

DAHL, GEORGE F.—January 19, San 
Jose, Cal., County Jail. 

HALLMAN, V. C.—January 24, Birming- 
ham, Ala., City Jail, 

HURD, EDWARD—January 22, Cedar 
Rapids, Ia., County Jail. 
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McFARLIN, JAMES E.—January 18, 
Richmond, Cal., County Jail. 
MORGAN, JAMES—January 20, 
Jose, Cal., County Jail. 
PEWLOWSKI, EDWARD—February 7, 
Detroit, Mich., County Jail. 
SCHOLL, FRANK-—January 20, 
Moines, Ia., County Jail. 
STALLCUP, ROY—January 16, Joplin, 
Mo., City Jail. 
STEFFANI, LOUIS—January 
Moines, Ia., City Jail. 
STEWART, CLIFFORD—February 11, 
Westphalia, Mo., County Jail. 
STEWART, VICTOR — February 13, 
Westphalia, Mo., County Jail. 
TERRILL, ROY—January 16, Carthage, 
Mo., City Jail. 
WILLIAMS, STEVE—January 14, Scot- 
land, Ark., County Jail. 


San 


Des 


17, Des 


Dispositions 
Forgers, etc. 
AKERS, GLEN — Released, Seminole, 
Okla. 


ARNOLD, RAY—2 years, State Peniten- 
tiary, McAlester, Okla. 

BRITON, DON—Discharged, Kansas City, 
Mo. 

PUSING, BERNARD—Indeterminate sen- 
tence, County Jail, Welfare Island, New 
York, N. Y. 

BURGETT, LYMAN—Discharged, Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 

CALLAHAN, CHARLES H. O.—7 to 10 
years, State Prison, Raleigh, N. C. 

CLAUSE, GEORGE—10 to 14 years, U. P. 
Branch of State Prison, Marquette, Mich. 

COOK, GEORGE—Made restitution, San- 
ta Cruz, Cal. 

CRUZ, ALFONSO—1 year, State Indus- 
trial School for Boys, Lansing, Mich. 
CUNNINGHAM, LYMAN—Made resti- 

tution, Darby, Pa. 

DALY, DANIEL—2% years, State Prison, 
Trenton, N. J. 

DAVIS, W. HOMER—Made restitution, 
Angolo, Ind. 

DENTON, J. R—2 to 4 years 
Gang,” Paulding County, Ga. 
DONNELLY, MRS. CHARLES W.—2 to 
28 years, State Prison, San Quentin, Cal. 

FERSTL, J.—Escaped, St. Paul, Minn. 

FINSEL, CARL—3 years probation, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 

GOLDING, JOHN—Forfeited bail bond, 
New York, N. Y. 

GOLDING, L. B.—12% to 14 years, U. P. 
Branch of State Prison, Marquette, Mich. 

GOULD, EARL—Indeterminate sentence, 
State Hospital, West Portland, Mass. 

GREENMAN, A. R—5 years, State Re- 
formatory, Granite, Okla. 

GUTKE, C. H.—Compromised, Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 

HARPER, ROBERT (Negro)—2% to 14 
years, State Prison, Jackson, Mich. 

HAASE, OSCAR—3 to 6 years, 
Penitentiary, Deer Lodge, Mont. 

HICKS, PAUL—2 years, State Peniten- 
tiary, Jefferson City, Mo. 

HILL, FRANCIS—Acquitted, ‘Sacramento, 
Cal. 

HOFFMAN, J. A.—2 to 4 years, County 
Jail, Atlanta, Ga. 

— F. W. —Acquitted, Chicago, 


“Chain 


State 


HUBBARD, W. M.—Released, Pawhuska, 
Okla. 

JANICK, EDWARD—1 year probation, 
Chicago, Ill. 

JONES, CLARK—2 years, State Peniten- 
tiary, Huntsville, Tex. 

LANE, C. C—Acquitted, Anniston, Ala. 

LERMA, FRANK—Acquitted, El Centro, 
Cal. 


LEVEQUE, F. J.—15 months, State 
Prison, Salem, Ore. 
LIETZ, MAX FREDERICK—1 year, 


House of Correction, Chicago, III. 

McCRACKEN, DR. C. G.—3 to 5 years, 
“Chain Gang,” Macon, Ga. 

McGRATH, TOM—2 to 14 years, Penal 
Farm, Penelton, Ind. 

MAROSE, GOTTFRIED—1 year proba- 
tion, Chicago, III. 

MAY, ALMAN—Released, made restitu- 
tion, Kosciusko, Miss. 

MAY, LILLIE—Released, made restitu- 
tion, Kosciusko, Miss. 

MEIGS, F. E.—5 years probation, 
Angeles, Cal. 

MORAN, L. E.—Compromised, Atlanta, 
Ga. 

PARSON, J. D.—60 days, 
Macon, Ga. 

PAYNE, FRANK—1 to 4 years, 
Prison, San Quentin, Cal. 

PETERSON, GEORGE J—2 to 14 years, 
State Prison, Jackson, Mich. 

PFINGSTEN, PAUL J.—1 year probation, 
Chicago, 

POUNDS, C. M.—1 year, 
Prison, Paris Island, S. C. 

RUSSEL, LEROY—Released, Los Ange- 


Los 


County Jail, 


State 


U. S. Naval 


les, Cal. 
SEDLER, M. L.—Forfeited bail, Baton 
Rouge, La. 


SMITH, SAMUEL-— years, State Peni- 
tentiary, Huntsville, Tex. 

SONO, J.—Released, improper indictment, 
Mission, Tex. 

STRONG, J. P.—Compromised case, Lake 
City, Fla. 

TEKLIN, MORRIS—Compromised case, 
Jersey City, N. J. 

THOMPSON, HAROLD B—3 to 20 
years, State Penitentiary, Walla Walla, 
Wash. 

ULRICH, HARRY—1 year, County Jail, 
Spokane, Wash. 

WALKER, LEWIS—1¥% to 3 years, Coun- 
ty Jail, Moyamensing, Pa. 

WALLACE, J. C.—2 years, State Peniten- 
tiary, McAlester, Okla. 


WILCOX, FRANK—Discharged, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

WILHOIT, LOUIS J.—Indefinite 
tence, County Jail, Cartersville, Ga. 

WILSON, H. J.—Returned to State Peni- 
tentiary, Jefferson City, Mo., to complete 
unexpired sentence. 


sen- 


WOOD, J. R—2 years probation, Los 
Angeles, Cal. 

Burglars 

TERRILL, ROY—Escaped, McAlester, 

Okla. 

Holdup Robbers 

APPLETON, K. M.—20 years, State 
Prison, Nashville, Tenn. 

AUSTIN, HART—Released, Nashville, 


Tenn. 

CARTER, R. R.—99 years, State Peniten- 
tiary, Huntsville, Tex. 

COLLINS, ROBERT—Escaped, Byers, 
Kans. 

CORRADE, PETER—Discharged, De- 
troit, Mich. 

DAVIS, FRED — Discharged, 
Okla. 

a LEROY—Released, Richmond, 

al. 

GREENE, JACK J.—30 years, 
Prison, Auburn, N. Y. 

HALLMAN, V. C.—Released, Birming- 
ham, Ala. 

LEE, JAMES—12 years, State Peniten- 
tiary, Richmond, Va. 

LOVE, BENNY — Discharged, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

MARSHALL, GEORGE—5 years to life, 
State Prison, San Quentin, Cal. 

MUNGER, H.—9 years, State Penitentiary, 
Lancaster, Nebr. 

MURPHY, HARRY—25 years, State Pen- 
itentiary, Jefferson City, Mo. 

NELSON, GEORGE BERNARD-—3 to 
20 years, State Penitentiary, Joliet, Ill. 
ROCKER, RUSSELL—5 to 15 years, State 

Reformatory, Ionia, Mich. 

SCHOLL, FRANK—1 year and 1 day, 
U. S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kans. 
STEFFANI, LOUIS—6 months, Polk 

County Jail, Polk County, Iowa. 
SUCH, JOHN—3 to 20 years, State Peni- 
tentiary, Joliet, Ill. 
TERRILL, ROY—Escaped, 
Okla. 
VARGAS, FRANK—Shot and killed, Ker- 
man, Cal. 


Bristow, 


State 


McAlester, 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Arrests 


Awaiting 
sept. 1, [R 
eported|Reported 
1926 Since ~ 
Aug. 31,| Feb., 
192 6 192 7 
Forgers........ 158 107 27 
Burglars....... 39 3 3 
Holdup robbers.} 115 53 18 
Sneak thieves. . 3 
315 163 48 


Dispositions 
Total 
Dis- |Fugitives|Awaiting 
Total Con- | charged |Escaped| Trial 
victed | or Ac- |‘ Insane 
quitted | or Dead 
134 106 38 6 | 148 
6 4 2 39 
71 51 14 7 114 
3 
211 155 52 15 304 
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Carelessness Breeds Crime—and Criminals. Take a Tip from the Bank Crook by Using the Same 
Extreme Care Which Characterizes His Plans 


PROTECTIVE DEPARTMENT 


American 
Bankers Association 
Journal 


SECTION TWO 


Requisites of 


Criminal 
Prosecution 


Contents Noted by 


Receiving Teller............. 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


Ca.irorniA, Los ANGELES—624 I. N. Van Nuys Building. 
San Francisco—211 United Bank & Trust Building. 
Cotorapo, DENveER—421 Cooper Building. 
District or CoLUMBIA, WASHINGTON—601 Southern Building. 
Fiorina, Mrami—610 Exchange Building. 
Georcta, ATLANTA—921 Healey Building. 
Ca1caco—1050 Otis Building. 
Loutstana, New OrtEans—930 New Hibernia Bank Building. 
MaryLanp, BaLtrmoreE—902 Fidelity Building. 
MassacuuseEtts, Boston—345 New Chamber of Commerce 
Building. 
Micuican, Detroitr—319 Dime Savings Bank Building. 
MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS—726 McKnight Building. 
Missourr, Kansas Crry—403 Ridge Arcade Building. 
St. Lovis—619 Louderman Building. 
NEBRASKA, OmaHA—756 Omaha National Bank Building. 
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New York, Burrato—405 D. S. Morgan Building. 
New York Crry—165 Broadway. 


CINcCINNATI—316 First National Bank Building. 


CLEvELAND—1105 Swetland Building. 


OxtaHoma, OKLAHOMA Crry—908 Colcord Building. 
Orecon, Porttanp—1008 Yeon Building. 
PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA—430 Widener Building. 


PittssurcH—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 


TENNESSEE, MempHis—414 Bank of Commerce & Trust Build- 
ing. 
Texas, Dattas—614 Kirby Building. 


Houston—1020 Keystone Building. 
San AntTon1io—606 Travis Building. 


Utran, Satt LaKxe City—527 Continental National Bank 


Building. 


Wasurncton, SEATTLE—1805 L. C. Smith Building. 


SPoKANE—1204 Old National Bank Building. 
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Requisites of Criminal Prosecution 


Rules of the Protective Committee, 
providing a relentless investigation ser- 
vice in connection with unpreventable losses 
sustained by member banks, also include re- 
quirements that the member shall prosecute 
without compromise and see that the oper- 
ator is extradited if apprehended in another 
state. These provisions are necessary in 
order that the membership dues of careful 
bankers may not be appropriated for in- 
vestigations which terminate unsuccessfully 
after the criminal is located, due to lack of 
prosecution. 

Some bankers have been of the opinion 
that the Association actually prosecutes 
criminals defrauding banks. A few mo- 
ments’ reflection will reveal that, were it 
desirous of doing so, the Association is not 
qualified as a prosecutor, no crime having 
been committed against it.. The defraud2d 
bank must be the complaining witness and 
the prosecution should be carried on by the 
district attorney or states attorney, what- 
ever his title may be. 


N the larger cities the usual procedure is 

to lodge a complaint with either the 
local police department or the prosecuting 
attorney, while in the less populous sections 
a warrant is necessary. Little difficulty is 
encountered in prosecuting the perpetrators 
of crimes of violence, but there are several 
technicalities which often make the prose- 
cution of check operators difficult or ex- 
pensive. 

Rules of criminal procedure in the various 
states require that the prosecution must take 
place in the county in which the crime is 
committed. When the forged check is cashed 
in the same county in which the drawee bank 


is located, this requisite is of little conse- 
quence, but where the forged check is 
honored through the clearings, having been 
cashed in another county or state, trouble 
is foreseen. While one may be prosecuted 
for actually forging a check, it is then nec- 
essary to prove where the forged instrument 
was written. This is so difficult that the 
prosecution is generally based upon uttering 
the forgery. It is easily proved where the 
check was cashed, but when it is negotiated 
in a distant city, prosecution must take place 
in that city, which means that the defrauded 
bank must send a representative to that city 
to act as complaining witness, also arrange 
for its depositor to testify in that city to 
the effect that his name was forged to the 
check in question. This may involve con- 
siderable expense on the part of the bank; 
but, again, a moment’s reflection will con- 
vince anyone that it would serve no prac- 
tical purpose and cause a waste of funds 
for this Association to conduct an extensive 
and expensive investigation if no action 
would be taken against the criminal after 
he was located. 

A few instances have come to our atten- 
tion where it has been possible for indict- 
ments on grand larceny, conspiracy or sim- 
ilar charges to be secured in the city where 
the drawee bank is located, though the 
forged check was cashed in another state. 
However, when this is possible under the 
local law, the necessity of producing a wit- 
ness to identify the criminal becomes of 
paramount importance, and to assure a 
prosecution the defrauded bank must de- 
fray the expenses of this identifying wit- 
ness to attend the trial in the event its local 
authorities will not do so. 


More Uncollected Items 


EMBER banks in New York City have 
recently been victims of a number of 

professional operators who gain the confi- 
dence of banking officials by opening ac- 
counts with cash and carrying them -regu- 
larly for about a month before drawing 
against some form of uncollected item. 

The only certain means of avoiding a loss 
through such swindlers is to make hard and 
fast rules against paying on any items be- 
fore returns have been received through the 
clearings, regardless of how good a credit 
risk the depositor may seem to be. This is 
necessary, as crooks frequently give their 
address as some office building of good 
standing, where they have desk space only 
and where no information will be given con- 
cerning them afterward. Fake references 
are also frequently given and not verified. 

To show the danger of this method of 
attack, we are listing several recent opera- 
tions in New York City. 


B. HELLER (2667), one of this gentry, 
used a worthless draft on the National Fi- 
nance Company, 10 West Twenty-eighth 
Street, New York. He is 35 to 40 years 
of age, 5 feet 6 or 7 inches tall, weighing 


about 145 pounds, clean shaven, dark com- 
plexion, flat nose, obviously Jewish, wore 
a dark overcoat, light gray hat, black neck- 
tie, with a diamond cluster pin. 

HARRY GOORFIN (2668) is another 
who recently opened an account with a 
large cash deposit and shortly thereafter 
made additional deposits and withdrawals 
of considerable amounts before depositing 
a bogus check on the Mitten Men and Man- 
agement Bank and Trust Company, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. The amount of this check was 
printed with a check-writing machine, and 
it bore every evidence of being genuine. 
Goorfin successfully did this by having a 
girl employee write the check for him, she 
being under the impression that the trans- 
action was perfectly legitimate. The bank 
where the check was deposited learned that 
it was bogus before an attempt was made 
to draw against it, thereby avoiding loss. 
Goorfin is 43 years of age, 5 feet 11 inches 
or 6 feet tall, weighs 210 pounds, dark com- 
plexion, wore black derby and black over- 
coat. 

The account of JOHN DONEGAN 
(2669) was carried in a similar manner to 


iy all prosecutions based on forgery, ut- 
tering a forgery or raising a check, the 
testimony at the trial of the maker or os- 
tensible maker of the check is an important 
requisite, and if this depositor is not perma- 
nently located in the vicinity of the de- 
frauded bank, the latter must give assurance 
that he will attend the trial. Likewise, the 
availability for testifying at the trial of the 
original payee whose indorsement has been 
forged is essential when the prosecution is 
based on forging an indorsement. 

In agreeing to prosecute without compro- 
mise, members assume these obligations in 
certain cases, but in such instances the duty 
devolves upon our agents to advise the bank 
of the prosecution requirements at the time 
service is requested. Affidavits are inad- 
missible in criminal prosecutions, as the 
accused has the right of being confronted 
by his accusers. 

The requisites of prosecution are fixed by 
the laws of the various states, not by this 
Association. We hope that some of the 
ancient rules of procedure will soon be 
taken off the statute books, and that some 
of the accused’s safeguards, which often 
become detriments to justice, will be re- 
moved. Steps in this direction have been 
taken in some states. For the present cer- 
tain requirements are necessary, and the 
purpose of this article, in addition to fa- 
miliarizing members with a few important 
phases of criminal procedure, is to bring 
out the uselessness of conducting investiga- 
tions unless the prosecution requirements, 
which may seem unnecessary to some bank- 
ers, are understood and will be complied 
with. 


those mentioned above. After his account 
was running for a while, two checks, one 
for $2,000, another for $1,000, signed J. C. 
Miller and payable to Richard Murphy, 
drawn on the Bank of Manhattan, Far 
Rockaway Branch, were deposited, only to 
be returned with the too familiar notation, 
“No Account.” Donegan’s description is: 
26 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weigh- 
ing 150 pounds, good dresser, apparently 
Jewish. 


Former Police Officer 
a Forger 


WHIPPLE (2678), alias L. T. 
Whipple, formerly a special police officer 
of Long Beach, Cal., has turned forger, his 
first instrument being a small check bear- 
ing the forged signature of Elmer Sayers, 
drawn on the Farmers and Merchants Bank 
of Long Beach, and cashed at a local cloth- 
ing store. 2 
Whipple may attempt to use his police 
credentials as a means of identification and 
indication of responsibility. His description 
is 28 years of age, 5 feet 834 inches tall, 


160 pounds, dark chestnut hair, dark eyes. J 


medium complexion, smooth shaven. 
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Celerity and 


1TH bankers’ vigilante campaigns 
active in seven states and more dras- 
tic penalties being imposed upon hardened 
or habitual criminals, the path of the bank 
robber is growing more hazardous daily. 
The wave of crime, which developed into 
menacing proportions in some states, is fast 
giving way to a wave of resentment in the 
form of sterner laws, swifter and more cer- 
tain punishment that fits the crime—the only 
deterrent recognized by professional crimi- 
nals. 
The following news dispatches speak for 
themselves : 


From the Minneapolis, Minn., Journal of 


March 18. 


“Lire PENALTY FOR BANpit Is UPHELD 
_IN SUPREME CourT 


“Gunman, Ready to Take Life, Can’t Expect 
+ Protection, Decision Holds 


“Ruling that the Minnesota law, which 
makes bank robbery punishable by life im- 
prisonment, does not violate any constitu- 
tional guaranty, the state Supreme Court 
today affirmed conviction of Tom Colcord, 
Johnny Anderson and Clarence Salmey, sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment for the $11,500 
robbery of the Anoka National Bank, Dec. 
8, 1925. 
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Certainty in Criminal Justice 


“The court held that evidence in the case 
justified the verdict, and that the-life term 
imposed upon the convicts by Judge Arthur 
E. Giddings was not cruel punishment. 

“On Dec. 8, 1925, three men entered the 
Anoka National Bank, while a fourth waited 
in a car outside, drew pistols and robbed 
the vault of $11,500. Police detectives and 
operatives for the William J. Burns De- 
tective Agency set about clearing up the 
robbery and bringing the gunmen to justice. 

“Through efforts of the Burns Agency, 
Colcord, Salmey, Anderson and Clarence 
Eaton were identified as the bank robbers, 
and nation-wide search for- them began. 

“Colcord, Salmey and Anderson were ar- 
rested at Shreveport, La., and Eaton was 
arrested at Des Moines, Iowa. 

“In their trial at Anoka, the captives based 
their defense on the claim they had been 
on a trip through North Dakota at the time 
of the robbery. Their alibi was broken 
down when Burns detectives showed their 
chief witness was a former convict. 

“*The argument that imprisonment for 
life is cruel and inhuman is without merit,’ 
the Supreme Court ruling says. ‘Bank rob- 
bers are deliberate and ordinarily experi- 
enced humans. They are perfectly willing 
to take human lives wholesale if the 
emergency they themselves create requires 


Crawford Printed His Own Checks 


ENRY S. CRAWFORD (2671), alias 
Benjamin Leherer, is under arrest at 
Tampa, Fla., held by the Federal authori- 
ties charged with using the mails to defraud. 

When arrested Crawford had in his pos- 
session a mimeograph machine with a spe- 
cial type on which he printed checks ac- 
cording to his needs. One of these checks 
is produced with this warning, also the in- 
dorsement, which is in a decidedly different 
hand. Similar items with other firm names, 
and drawn on different banks, were also 
used by Crawford in his numerous opera- 


tions, which were largely centered in south- 


ern cities. 

A photograph of Crawford, who also used 
the aliases William Kress, L. Baird, George 
Legler and A. Roy Abbmanson, is repro- 
duced with the request that any bankers 
recognizing him have detainer warrants 
lodged with the Tampa authorities. 


FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


MONT TOM ERYIALA 


Henry S. Crawford 


His favorite method of operation was to 
open accounts with $500 in cash, then in- 
crease the balance to $800, then deposit his 
own handiwork for about $980, and the next 
day make two checks payable to himself 
or cash for about $800 each, and cash them 
within a few minutes of each other. He 


iy 


A specimen check forged by Henry S. Crawford 


it. So there is nothing cruel and inhuman 
in the disposition of society to retire them 
permanently from human circulation. <A 
statute making bank robbery or any attempt 
thereat punishable by life imprisonment does 
not violate any constitutional guaranty.’ ” 


From the Kansas City, Mo., Journal-Post 
of March 20. 


“CoNFESSED Rosser, SENTENCED TO CHAIR, 
REFUSES TO NAME ACCOMPLICES 


“Eno, Okla. March 19—(Special) — 
Dave Brown, who confessed he robbed the 
Jet., Okla., bank, today was sentenced to die 
in the electric chair when he entered a plea 
of guilty before Judge Charles Swindell in 
District Court. 

“He was sentenced under the law which 
carries a death penalty for robbery of a 
bank with firearms. 

“OKLAHOMA City, March 19—(A. P.).— 
‘Robbery with firearms is a capital offense 
in Oklahoma and punishable with electro- 
cution,’ Edwin Dabney, attorney general, 
said today when questioned regarding the 
sentencing of Dave Brown in Enid. ‘There 
is no record, however,’ he said, ‘of any pre- 
vious cases where the death penalty was 
levied for such a crime unless some one was 
killed in the robbery.’” 


follows the ancient trick of presenting them 
to different tellers before the tellers and 
bookkeepers had an opportunity to compare 
notes. 

Crawford frequently represented himself 
as a salesman of the New Orleans Paint 
Company, although he sometimes used other 
firm names. His checks were drawn on 
banks in Birmingham and Montgomery, 
Ala., Madisonville, Ky., and Portsmouth, 
N. H. An illustration of this fellow’s keen- 
ness and preparedness to break jail even 
before he was arrested is the fact that when 
apprehended he had five hack saws concealed 
on him. 

Crawford’s description is 24 years of age, 
but he appears to be about 30 years old, 
5 feet 7 inches tall, medium build, weighing 
145 pounds, chestnut brown hair, gray eyes, 
medium complexion. He has a small scar 
on the right side of his neck and a small 
pitted scar just to the left of the center of 
his forehead. 


Stolen Stock Certificates 


The following certificates for stock of 
the Equitable Trust Company of New York 
have been stolen from a customer of that 
institution : 

Certificate No. 335, dated Oct. 8, 1924, 
for 100 shares in the name of Joseph S. 
Auerbach, 

Certificate No. F-38893, dated Feb. 21, 
1927, for 50 shares in the name of Ida K. 
Auerbach. 

Member banks receiving these certificates, 
or having any information regarding them, 
are requested to notify the Equitable Trust 
Company or this department. 
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Farm Hand Forgers 


banks in farming districts are 
advised to watch for the appearance 
of forgeries by farm hands who duplicate 
their pay checks, as this method of defraud- 
ing banks in the smaller communities seems 
to be increasing. The most recent operation 
of this kind is that of H. W. KELLOGG 
(2670), alias Wallace C. Warren, an ex- 


convict, farmer and forger, who is reported. 


to be heading for Kansas City, Mo., and 
may be expected to repeat his operations as 
practiced in another part of that state. 

Kellogg obtains employment as a farm 
hand, requests his salary paid by check, 
and then duplicates the original instrument, 
cashing both at the bank on which they are 
drawn. He is about 40 years of age, 5 feet 
6 inches tall, weighs 140 pounds; has dark 
complexion, heavy dark eyebrows; smooth 
shaven. 


Murderer-Forger Escapes 


Robert Percy Lofton 


OBERT PERCY LOFTON (2672), 

alias J. B. Davis, alias F. E. Creigh- 
ton, recently escaped from the Pike County 
Jail, Magnolia, Miss., where he was await- 
ing execution on a murder charge, having 
killed a police officer. 

Previous to killing this officer, Lofton ne- 
gotiated bogus cashier’s checks as a means 
of livelihood. He is a dangerous character, 
and anyone recognizing this man should ex- 
ercise extreme care in approaching him. 
Bankers are requested to notify our detec- 
tive agents, and the local police should they 
identify this man, as a warrant has been 
issued for him at Magnolia. 

Lofton’s photograph is reproduced with 
this warning, and his description follows: 
30 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weigh- 
ing 140 pounds, dark blue eyes, dark chestnut 
hair, medium dark complexion, slim build. 


A Persistent Worker 


OHN H. HAMILTON (2673), alias 

James A. Miller, a persistent and prom- 
ising young member of the bogus check fra- 
ternity, recently made numerous attempts to 
draw against his no-account checks at At- 
lanta, Ga., but was successful in only one 
instance. 

He opened savings accounts at four dif- 
ferent banks within a few days, using checks 
drawn on the Citizens and Southern Bank 
and the Fulton National Bank, Atlanta. 
Shortly after opening the accounts he re- 
turned and attempted to cash a small check. 
Even when refused payment by one teller 
he returned the second time and tried to 
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have a different teller accommodate him. 
When opening accounts he gave his address 
as the local Y. M. C. A. 

Hamilton’s description is 20 years of age, 
5 feet 9 inches tall, blond hair, light com- 
plexion, blue or gray eyes, very neat dresser, 
wore a tan slipover sweater and no hat. 


Buyer of Banks 


E. BENNETT (2674), an_ intelligent, 

¢ well-mannered man, recently appeared 

in Wichita, Kan., where he displayed creden- 

tials, apparently issued by a bank president 

of Indianapolis, Ind. He stated that he was 

trying to purchase a large bank and a chain 
of about twenty smaller banks. 

Before leaving Wichita, however, he left 
a check drawn on the Washington Bank and 
Trust Company, Indianapolis, Ind., which 
was returned with the notation “Account 
Closed.” He is said to have negotiated 
other bad checks in Wichita, but the bank 
reporting this man’s activities hesitates to 
declare him a criminal, as his general de- 
meanor, letters of introduction by bankers 
of Missouri and Indiana, and his intimate 
knowledge of banking and agriculture, along 
with his convincing personality, indicate 
that he is everything he claims. 

Bennett later gave the Wichita bank as 
a reference to other banks where he made 
preliminary negotiation for the purchase of 
these institutions as part of his mythical 
chain. 


Bond Swindler Repeats 


ILES GeBOTT (2492), while out on 

bail awaiting the outcome of a pre- 
vious charge of swindling at Detroit, was 
recently arrested in Chicago when he at- 
tempted another bond swindle. 

Giving the name of Ed Turner, he en- 
tered into negotiations with a bond and 
mortgage company for the purchase of 
$10,000 worth of bonds. After selecting a 
certain issue, GeBott requested that they be 
delivered to him at his home address, viz. 
1512 North LaSalle Street, advising the 
broker that he was making this purchase 
for his sister, who resides at Springfield, 
Til. 

The information given by GeBott was 
investigated and found false, after which 
he was arrested and identified as the oper- 
ator reported in the December, 1926, issue 
of this Supplement on page 4 under the 
heading “Counterfeit Varnish Bonds.” 

Members recognizing this man as having 
negotiated with them, or associations affili- 
ated with them, are advised to notify the 
Chicago police authorities, so that they may 
properly dispose of his case. 


Office Boy Forger 


ARDNER COFFIN (2675), an office 
boy in Denver, stole a number of checks 
from his employer upon which he forged the 
signature of R. G. Beaty, Secretary and 
Treasurer, of the C. L. Patterson Office 
Equipment Company. 
These checks were drawn on the Ameri- 
can National and the First National Banks 
in Denver. The boy was last known to be 
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in the vicinity of Gallup, N. M. and as he 
has additional checks on the above institu- 
tions, he may attempt to palm them off 
there. Consequently, banks in that terri- 
tory are warned to watch for a renewal of 
his activities. 

Coffin is described as 18 years of age, 
5 feet 7 inches tall, weighing about 132 
pounds; has gray eyes and brown hair; 
limps with his right foot and is a neat 
dresser. 


Franklin Repeats 


E J. FRANKLIN (2575), who was last 
¢ reported in this Section on page 4 of 
the February, 1927, issue under the title 
“Fake Newspaper Man Passes Bogus 
Checks,” is again active under the aliases 
George A. Lee, E. T. Mitchell and Leroy 
Lane. 

It is not known whether he is still repre- 
senting himself as a newspaper man, but he 
still obtains an introduction at a local .bank 
by some sort of trickery. Having been in- 
troduced by some one who is well known, 
he opens an account with a bogus cashier’s 
check, his latest instrument being drawn on 
the Poca Valley Bank, Walton, W. Va. 
These checks purport to be signed by I. A. 
Whited, Pres. Although Mr. I. A. Whited 
is president of the Poca Valley Bank, he 
never signs cashiers’ checks or drafts of 
that institution. Therefore any cashiers’ 
checks or drafts which bear this signature 
are bogus. 

The make-up of his checks is enough to 
cause suspicion, as they are printed on very 
ordinary white or yellow paper, while the 
genuine checks of the Poca Valley Bank 
are lithographed on safety paper. 


Fake Business Buyer 
Again 


Norman Frasier 


M. THORNTON (2576), alias A. G. 
¢ Logan, who has been identified as 
Norman Frazier, an old-time swindler, has 
defrauded banks along the southern coast 
and may attempt to continue his operations 
anywhere with bogus certified checks. A 
warrant pertaining to this criminal’s activi- 
ties appears in the February, 1927, issue of 
this Supplement, page 4, captioned ‘“Restau- 
rant Purchaser.” 

His instruments may be drawn on the 
Moscow Savings Bank, Moscow, Tenn., the 
Gadsden National Bank, Gadsden, Ala., or 
other banks. His usual game is to enter 
into negotiations for the purchase of some 
kind of a business, and through this con- 
nection obtain an introduction at a lo 
bank. He then deposits checks bearing 
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forged certifications, always displaying a 
fictitious letter of introduction from the 
bank on which the check is drawn. 

Shortly after opening the account he usu- 
ally withdraws a few hundred dollars, claim- 
ing the money is needed for current ex- 
penses. He has met with unusual success, 
as the banker he deals with has been in- 
formed of the swindler’s supposed intention 
of purchasing a local business. 

He travels in an automobile and makes 
a hasty exit. It is not definitely known 
whether he travels alone or with a woman 
companion. He is about 32 years of age, 
5 feet 914 inches tall, weighing 145 pounds; 
has brown hair, slightly gray about tem- 
ples, slow talker, neat dresser. 


Danger Signals Ignored 


G. W. Reynolds, alias J. R. Neal 


R. NEAL (2573), known to us as 
J @ G. W. Reynolds, and his partners have 
negotiated dozens of worthless drafts of 
the American Trust and Savings Bank, 
Zanesville, Ohio, since the publication of 
previous warnings, the last of which ap- 
peared in the March, 1927, number of this 
Supplement, page 3, captioned “aanerd of 
$500 for J. R. Neal.” 

The latest items issued by Neal or his 
accomplices convince us that their success 
is due to the negligence of hotel clerks, 
merchants and bankers, the latter in failing 
to read this Supplement, otherwise the swin- 
dlers would have been apprehended, and 
some teller would be $500 ahead of the 
game. 

We particularly advised that any drafts 


_issued by the American Trust and Savings 


Bank, Zanesville, Ohio, were worthless, as 
that institution has changed its name and 
no longer uses this form. 

A specimen of these instruments, which 
are invariably the same with the exception 
of names, is reproduced herewith. We are 


also showing an old photograph of Grover 
W. Reynolds, alias J. R. Neal. 

There is a warrant for him in the hands 
of the sheriff of Zanesville, Ohio. The re- 
ward of $500 is also awaiting a claimant. 
It was-originally offered by the First Trust 
and Savings Bank, Zanesville, Ohio, for the 
arrest and detention of Reynolds, alias Neal, 
together with his supply of drafts of the 
American Trust and Savings Bank of 
Zanesville. 


Jacobson’s Drafts 


Ly? E. JACOBSON (2676) is al- 
leged to be the operator who recently 
issued a $100 draft on the Industrial Asso- 
ciates, Inc., of 276 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City, which was returned unpaid to a 
Burlington, N. C., hotel, where it was 
cashed. 

In 1925 Jacobson was arrested with Julius 
Jacobson and George E. Collins, all of whom 
were then connected with the Associated 
Bankers Mortgage Corporation and the 
Federated Bankers, Inc., New York City. 

Jacobson’s new affiliation with the Indus- 
trial Association, Inc., recalls the fact that 
as a result of investigation of his alleged 
selling activities in 1923, when he operated 
under the name of the American Mortgage 
and Finance Company, that concern was 
made the subject of a restraining order by 
the Attorney General’s office under the 
Martin Act, and Jacobson, together with 
two of his salesmen, was indicted in Middle- 
town, N. Y. This indictment is believed 
to be still pending. 

There have been numerous complaints 
from various cities throughout the country 
alleging that Jacobson had paid hotel and 
other bills by drafts similar to that described 
above and drawn on the Industrial Associ- 
ates, Inc., all being returned unpaid. 


Forges Certification of 


Hawaiian Bank 


ILLIAM J. MORTON (2677), alias 
William J. Martin, cashed a $4,860 
bogus check bearing a false certification at 
a Los Angeles bank where he had main- 
tained an account for a period of several 
months prior to his grand clean-up. The 
check was drawn on the First National Bank 
of Hawaii, in Honolulu, payable to Morton, 
and bore a forged certification of that bank. 
The account was kept active for more 
than a month, then became inactive for 


& 


One of the worthless drafts negotiated by J. R. 


about two months. Next Morton appeared 
at the bank and had an officer initial the 
bogus certified check for payment. He said 
he had just returned from Honolulu and 
had received the check in payment for his 
writing, representing himself as an author. 
He also claimed to be familiar with a num- 
ber of prominent theatrical people and 
writers on the Coast, and gave as his ad- 
dress a fashionable apartment. 

Morton is 40 years of age, 5 feet 9 or 10 
inches tall, weighing about 170 pounds; 
smooth shaven; has sallow complexion, dark 
hair, turning gray; fast talker, good per- 
sonality and good dresser. 


Rapid Fire Operators 


AROLD DUNCAN (2679), a rapid- 

fire financier, opened an account, made 
two separate deposits and one withdrawal 
on the same day, leaving one Chicago bank 
holding his bogus checks drawn on another 
bank of that city. 

It appears that Duncan worked with a 
partner, as his description upon opening the 
account was given as 28 years of age, 5 feet 
8 inches tall, weighing 145 pounds, slender 
build, light hair and fair complexion; wore 
a cap and a gray overcoat. . The person 
drawing the money is described as 35 years 
of age, 6 feet tall, 175 to 200 pounds, heavy 
set. As usual in such cases, the operator’s 
address and references were fictitious. He 
gave his occupation as a barber. 

Another criminal operating a similar game 
in Chicago is WILLIAM SALESBURY 
(2680), who claims to be in the mail-order 
business. His checks are usually in sums 
around a thousand dollars and drawn on a 
Canadian bank. 


Fake Financial Statement 


R. BARROW (2684) has been 
® indicted at Big Springs, Tex., for 
issuing a false financial statement on the 
strength of which he secured loans totaling 
$1,028 from a local bank, then left for parts 
unknown without making good on his notes. 
Shortly after making the first loan, Bar- 
row purchased several head of cattle from 
another customer of the bank from which 
he had received the loans. The bank car- 
ried a mortgage on this stock, but did not 
take up the mortgage as it had been in- 
formed by reputable local residents that 
Barrow had rented a thousand acre farm, 
which he and his sons would work, and that 
they had 35 head of good cattle in the stock 
pen and were capable ranch men. 

When Barrow actually received the loan 
he represented that he was in possession of 
the cattle at that time and also owned 160 
acres of unencumbered land in Dallas Coun- 
ty. Later developments showed that he 
shipped most of the cattle before applying 
for the loan, and the bank has been unable 
to find the land he claimed to own. 

Barrow’s son has turned over the remain- 
ing cattle to the bank, which still sustains 
a loss. It is believed that Barrow will try 
the same stunt elsewhere, consequently mem- 
ber banks are warned to watch for him, 
and notify this department and the local 
police. 

Barrow is about 55 years of age, 5 feet 
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9 inches tall, heavy set, weighing about 170 
pounds; appears to be of German descent 
and is a great talker. He signs by mark, 
and gives his initials as W. R. or J. S. 


Wholesale Forgery 


beg young forgers, who worked on 
a wholesale scale in southern California 
and adjacent territory, are under arrest at 
Anaheim City, where they are said to have 
confessed to negotiating many items drawn 
on the First National Bank of Oklahoma 
City, Okla. They are known as FRED 
BAILEY (2681), JOHN F. BEEBE 
(2682), and R. F. HERZOG (2683). Bai- 
ley is only 20 years of age, Beebe 26 years, 
and Herzog, who is the ringleader and pen- 
man, according to the other two, is 29 years 
of age. 

When arrested the trio were traveling in 
an expensive automobile, in which was hid- 
den $12,000 worth of spurious checks on the 
Oklahoma bank and $10,000 in similar items 
drawn on the Security Trust and Savings 
Bank, Los Angeles. Practically all of the 
negotiations in southern California were on 
paper payable to and indorsed by one of 
the operators, using the alias George A. Ed- 
wards and bearing the forged signature of 
J. C. Sims, a prominent citizen of Anaheim. 

Member banks recognizing any of this trio 
as having defrauded them or their custom- 
ers are advised to have detainer warrants 
lodged against them at Anaheim. 


Veteran’s Old Tricks 


John Boyer 


OHN BOYER (2685) alias Harry Boyer, 
J a veteran swindler, whose known oc- 
cupations are printer, bogus check writer, 
forger and con man, was employed as a 
printer at Lockland, Ohio, where he nego- 
tiated several samples of his spurious checks. 

Boyer’s photograph is reproduced with 
this warning and that, together with the 
fact that he invariably uses his own name 
and employs fake check forms of printing 
firms, should make his identification com- 
paratively easy. 


Warning 


M. ADAMS (2686), claiming to rep- 

¢ resent the Oregon Oil Co., has toured 
the Eastern part of the United States at 
the expense of banks, hotels and others 
who have cashed his worthless checks on 
the Commercial State Bank, Frederick, Md. 
Adams has been drawing on the Frederick 
Bank for a long time, but as his supply of 


checks is getting low he may open an ac- 
count with cash at some other bank and 
then continue to draw against it. 

He is 45 years of age, 6 feet tall, weighing 
about 200 pounds; has smooth face, pleas- 
ing personality. 


An apparently good advertising scheme 
was used by C. E. ALLEN (2687) at 
Okmulgee, Okla., to facilitate his forgeries. 
Visiting a large drug store he agreed to 
furnish menus, free of charge, on which 
would appear advertisements he hoped to 
sell to local merchants. 

From all appearances he was easily dis- 
couraged as advertisements were hard to 
secure, consequently he switched his game 
and obtained a check from a_ storekeeper. 
By making a duplicate and ‘forging the 
maker’s name he was successful in dis- 
posing of it. It is suggested that salesmen 
of this type be watched very closely, as 
similar operations have recently been re- 
ported in Pennsylvania and other states. 

Allen is about 6 feet tall, weighing 175 
pounds; makes a very good appearance and 
has a plausible and convincing line of talk. 
He is not insistent with his prospective 
customers and as his general demeanor is fa- 
vorable, he will probably obtain a number 
of checks in this manner and forge similar 
items. 


E. E. BARRETT (2688) of the bogus 
check fraternity was last operating at Chase 
City, Va., where he obtained the indorse- 
ment of a local bank’s depositor on a $100 
check drawn on the American National 
Bank, Richmond, Va. 

Southern member banks are especially 
warned to watch for this man in the inter- 
est of their depositors, also in their own 
interest as he may vary his system of in- 
dorsements. Barrett is believed to be a 
mechanic or skilled laborer and is about 50 
years of age, rather heavily built. 


C. H. BECK (2689), former employee 
of the Independent Card Corporation of 
Johnstown, Pa., left that concern and is 
alleged to have taken with him several of 
their checks printed on their private form, 
which have been negotiated at hotels in that 
city. 

The missing checks are numbered 823-824- 
825-865-866-867. The checks negotiated by 
Beck bore his signature as treasurer of the 
company, which is unauthorized. 


Using the name of DANIEL COOPER 
(2692) a crook at Sacramento, Cal., induced 
a bank official to initial a forgery purport- 
ing to be signed by the News Messenger 
Company and drawn on the Bank of Lincoln, 
Cal. 

Cooper is 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 
about 155 pounds and has a fair complexion. 


W. T. BUTT (2690) closed his account 
at the First National Bank, Oroville, Cal., 
a year ago, but continues to draw checks. 
A recent batch of his worthless items has 
been floated in and around Sacramento, Cal., 
and others will probably appear in neighbor- 
ing cities. 

Butt draws his checks for about $15 and 
sometimes uses the word “myself” as payee. 
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His description is, 40 years of age, 5 feet 
8 inches tall, weighs 200 pounds, heavily 
built, dark hair, dark complexion; when 
last observed wore a dark blue suit, slouch 
hat, fairly well dressed; pleasing appear- 


ance. 


J. C. Carter 


J. C. CARTER (2691), alias J. B. Barker, 
a veteran forger of the Pacific Coast is 
again active. He has visited several Cali- 
fornian cities, where he defrauded mer- 
chants. However, as banks are also among 
his victims, we are reproducing his photo- 
graph with this warning, and request that 
he be watched for. His description is 41 
years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, about 140 
pounds, blue eyes, light chestnut hair. 


Edwin DeLonge 


EDWIN DeLONGE (2693), alias Fred 
Clark, an old offender, has again come to 
light at Detroit, where he opened an ac- 
count with a bogus check drawn on the 
International State Bank, Trinidad, Colo. 

When opening the account, DeLonge 
stated he was about to established a branch 
office of the American Fisheries Associa- 
tion thus accounting for making the check 
payable to that firm. The check was signed 
“The DeLonge Company, by F. DeLonge, 
Manager.” 

It is probable that he wiil attempt to 
negotiate checks of the Halfway State 
Bank, Detroit, where he opened his ac- 
count. He is 47 years of age, 5 feet 5 inches 
tall, weighs about 140 pounds; of medium 
build; has light complexiqn, blue eyes and 
brown hair. 


CORA FILTEAN (2695) is the name 
used by a woman who successfully disposed 
of several excellent forgeries at Minneapolis, 
Minn., banks, on which they were drawn. 
This female offender draws her checks for 
about $30 or $40, some bear the forged 
signature of Clara J. Sterlman, and others 
purport to be signed by R. S. Palmer, ali 
bear the forged indorsement of the sup- 
posed maker. She is 35 years of age, weigh- 
ing 140 pounds; has dark complexion, dark 
hair; fairly well dressed, wearing a black 
hat, dark coat and a white shirtwaist. 
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H. C. FISCHER (2696) is the payee of 
forged checks drawn on the Farmers and 
Merchants Bank, Los Angeles, which pur- 
port to bear the signature of Sarah Hard- 
wick and are being cashed at local stores. 
The operator’s description is 19 to 21 years 
of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 140 pounds; well 
dressed, wearing a double breasted suit and 
a light fedora hat. 


WALLACE GALVIN (2698), a young 
Boston forger, chooses haberdashers as his 
victims for the instruments he draws on 
the National Shawmut Bank of Boston, 
payable to himself and bearing the alleged 
signature of Nathan Nathansen. One of 
his victims describes Galvin as an effeminate 
young man, 22 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, with light hair and light complexion; 
has a protruding chin, very sharp face, 
rather sunken cheeks; wore knickers, golf 
hose and plaid lumberjacket. 


T. J. ELLIOTT (2694), alias J. Witte, 
alias William McDaniel, are the names used 
by a pair of fake representatives of the 
American Smelting and Refining Co., who 
have toured the Middle West, Southwest 
and along the Pacific Coast, negotiating 
bogus checks en route. 

The usual method employed is for one of 
the team to visit a hotel and, after telling 
who he represents, reserve a suite for his 
partner, who is announced as arriving in a 
few days. 

The expected guest arrives in due time 
and experiences little difficulty negotiating 
his checks due to the fact that bona fide 
members of the same firm make periodic 
visits to this territory, and are in the habit 
of cashing their checks in like manner. 

It is not known whether any banks have 
been defrauded by these men, but as they 
are potential bank swindlers, all membérs 
are advised to guard against their activities. 
These bogus checks are drawn on the Con- 
tinental and Commercial National Bank, 
Chicago, Ill., on what purports to be the 
firm’s form check. The genuine checks of 
this company are drawn on the First 
National Bank, Chicago, and the bank’s 
regular check form is used. 

We are reproducing one of these bogus 
items as a means of identification. The only 
available description of these men is that 
one is small and dark complected; the other 
tall and thin, and both make good appear- 
ances. 


Cooperation Pays 


M** FISCHER (1697), wanted at 
Miami, Fla., is under arrest at Wash- 
ington, D. C. He is charged with defraud- 
ing an automobile concern with a worthless 
counter check drawn on a local bank, where 
he had opened an account with a worthless 
item on a Miami, Fla., bank. 

In Washington, Fischer opened the ac- 
count at the International Exchange Bank 
with a check drawn on the First National 
Bank, Miami, Fla. At that time he sought 
to obtain a check book, but was politely 
refused for as he had no funds in the bank 
at the time, a check book would be of no 
use to him. 

The First National at Miami upon re- 
ceipt of Fischer’s check, wired the Wash- 
ington bank, which in turn notified the 
automobile dealer, the latter causing Fis- 
cher’s arrest. Such cooperation on the part 
of banks would save large losses, and help 
to imprison many professional swindlers 
who roam about the country at the expense 
of the banking fraternity. 


Fake Branch Manager 


Arrested 


EPRESENTING themselves as branch 
managers of out-of-town concerns, 
real or imaginary, claiming they are about 
to open a local office and inducing the rent- 
ing agent of some well known building to 
introduce them at a bank, seems to have 
become a habit of members of the worthless 
check fraternity. 

D. E. GILLMAN (2699), alias Fred 
Riggs, is one member of the fraternity 
who no longer thinks so well of this 
modus operandi. He was arrested at Kan- 
sas City, Kan., when he opened an account 
with checks drawn against the account of 
the Gillman Monument Company, at a St. 
Paul, Minn., bank. His description is 30 
years of age, 5 feet 3 inches tall, weighs 
140 pounds, well built, light brown hair, blue 
eyes, ruddy complexion. 

Members recognizing Gillman as having 
defrauded them are requested to have their 
local police lodge detainer warrants against 
him at Kansas City, Kan. 


JEAN HAMPTON (2700) uttered three 
forgeries at Atlanta, Ga., where she is be- 
lieved to have rifled mail boxes, as part of 


One of the bogus checks issued by fake representatives of the American Smelting 
and Refining Co. 


her program. The forgeries drawn for 
small amount, were payable to, and en- 
dorsed by, the forger and purport to be 
signed by Mrs. Leo H. Florin. The opera- 
tor is 28 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 
weighs 110 pounds, is thin, has dark hair 
and eyes. 

CHARLES HARRIS, JR. (2701) opened 
an account in a small amount at a Madison, 
Kan., bank and later deposited a $2,100 
cashier’s check on the Union Trust and 
Savings Bank, Borger, Tex., which is non 
existent. When depositing this bogus in- 
strument, Harris requested and received a 
large sum in cash, the remainder being 
credited to his account. As it is probable 
the operator will renew his activities in 
that territory, members are warned to pay 
special attention to any cashier’s check 
which may be presented. Harris is 35 years 
of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighing 165 
pounds; has dark hair and eyes, sandy com- 
plexion; wore yellow khaki suit, similar 
to many worn by oil field workers in and 
around Madison; also wore a light colored 
overcoat and a light hat. 


A Man of rn Trades 


ERBERT D. HERMAN (2702), by all 

accounts a versatile character, negoti- 
ated several forgeries at Memphis, Tenn., 
drawing his instruments against an Atlanta, 
Ga., bank. 

At Memphis, Herman obtained desk space 
with a reputable business firm, claiming to 
be engaged in the advertising business. He 
visited a local bank and opened an account 
giving his new address, and his business as 
roofing. Later he deposited checks drawn 
against the- account of the Furman Fer- 
tilizer Works, Atlanta, Ga., payable to him- 
self, and signed A. D. Adair, Secretary and 
Treasurer, J. D. McCarty, President. Shortly 
after collections were made, Herman with- 
drew his balance and left for parts unknown. 

Member banks in southern territory are 
warned to watch for this man’s re- 
appearance, as his success will probably 
prompt him to renew his activities. He is 
35 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weigh- 
ing 135 to 145 pounds; has a sallow com- 
plexion and sharp features; apparently 
Jewish. : 


Representing himself as PAUL HUSSEY 
(2703) of Boston, Mass., a crook at Electra, 
Tex., issued a worthless draft drawn on 
J. Kahn and Company of Dallas. Very 
little is known about this fellow except that 
he is described as between 30 and 35 years 
of age, six feet tall or possibly a little taller, 
weighing 200 pounds, well dressed, of a 
sporty nature. 


A pair of swindlers using the names of 
L. KENNEDY (2704) and W. HUGHS 
(2719), alias W. Hulk, are operating in De- 
troit, Mich. where their principal victims 
are local storekeepers. The checks used by 
these men are drawn on the First National 
Bank, Detroit, were stolen from the offices 
of the Duelyte Service Company, and bear 
the forged signature of A. Sawyer of that 
firm. The operators invariably travel to- 
gether. Kennedy is 27 years of age, 5 feet 
8 inches tall, weighing 160 pounds; has 
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dark complexion. Hulk’s description is 35 
years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing 
200 pounds, ruddy complexion. 


C. A. LANGLEY (2705), alias P. H. 
Thomasson, who claims to represent R. G. 
Dun Company in Florida, has laid down 
several bogus checks drawn on the Peoples 
Bank, Jacksonville, Fla. Langley’s game is 
to visit a bank, display spurious credentials 
of R. G. Dun & Company, inquire about 
several local merchants, and then ask that 
a check, usually for $10, be cashed. 


PHILIP M. LEWIS (2706), alias Max 
Wittenberg, who draws bogus checks on 
the Industrial Trust Company, Wilmington, 
Del., is operating at Pittsburgh, Pa. Re- 
cently he opened an account there with a 
$177 check drawn on the Wilmington Bank, 
payable to P. M. Lewis, signed Max Wit- 
tenberg. Three days later several small 
withdrawals were made. Lewis also passes 
his paper on local storekeepers. Any mem- 
ber recognizing his items either through 
names or the specimen of handwriting re- 
produced here, are requested to notify the 
nearest office of our agents. 


Pluby 


FRANK E. MILLER (2707) opened an 
account at the Danbury National Bank, 
Danbury, Conn., with a bogus item drawn 
on the First National Bank of Woodbury, 
N. J. In this manner he obtained a check 
book and has since been operating in the 
New England states with these checks, 
which are worthless. Miller appears to be 
an easy-going individual, as he was indiffer- 
ent to the fact that the Danbury National 
Bank would not advance him funds against 
the Woodbury check, although he requested 
them to do so. He also uses the names 
Frank Butler and Frank Allison when nego- 
tiating worthless checks on the Danbury 
Bank, several of which have been drawn 
for $170 and $180. Miller is 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, medium build; has a ruddy complexion; 
wore a woodchopper’s coat and a cap. 


American Smelting Pay 
Checks Are Stolen 


HAS. SANDERS (2708) and WIL- 

LIAM TABORN (2709) are under 
arrest at Alton, Ill, charged with issuing 
pay checks of the American Smelting and 
Refining Company, which were recently 
stolen from that firm’s offices and are num- 
bered 60901 to 60937, inclusive. Several of 
these items, drawn on the Alton National 
Bank, Alton, Ill., hearing the names of 
L. Sanders and F. Franklin, have been re- 
ceived through the clearings. The amounts 
of these forgeries are written with the 
check-writing machine of the refining com- 
pany, and the only way to detect them is 
by the printed numbers listed above. In 
causing the arrest of the men our agents 
were unable to recover the balance of the 
stolen checks; therefore, there is a possi- 
bility of others being implicated. The 


prisoners were not connected with the 
forgers mentioned in another column fol- 
lowing the name “T. J. Elliott.” 

SAMUEL SHAPIRO (2710), last heard 
from at Baltimore, Md., attempted to ob- 
tain funds on a bogus check drawn on the 
First National Bank of Boston, Mass., where 
he has no account. Shapiro’s check was 
drawn for $476.38, payable to and indorsed 
by himself with the fictitious address of 
1021 North Calvert Street, Baltimore. He 
is 40 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, stock- 
ily built; has dark complexion, dark hair 
and eyes. 

WILLS B. SMITH (2711) has recently 
toured the southern Atlantic states, paying 
his expenses with worthless items drawn on 
an old account at the Second National Bank, 
Red Bank, N. J. As he invariably uses his 
own name, members are warned to watch 
for that name on checks drawn on the Red 
Bank institution. 

WILLIAM A. SPRAGUE (2712), who 
was last heard of when in the upper part 
of New York State, is issuing worthless 
checks on the Second National Bank of 
Hempstead, N. Y. He originally comes 
from Hempstead, and is between 25 and 30 
years of age; has dark hair and eyes. 


FRANCIS TRAPNELL (2713) passed 
a bogus check at Kansas City, Mo., having 
taken advantage of his acquaintance with 
the bank teller to obtain cash before the 
item was returned through the clearings. 
His check was drawn on the Manufacturers 
and Mechanics Bank, Kansas City, Mo., and 
bore the forged signature of Trapnell’s 
brother-in-law, H. J. Burton, who does not 
carry his account at the bank on which the 
item was drawn. Trapnell is believed to 
have left Kansas City shortly after cash- 
ing this check, and as he is known to have 
passed others, it is likely he will renew his 
fraudulent financing wherever he goes. He 
is 22 years of age, 5 feet 5 inches tall, weighs 
150 pounds; has brown hair and blue-gray 
eyes. 

FRANK F. VANCE (2714), a resident 
of Atlanta, Ga., obtained ten $100 Ameri- 
can Bankers Association travelers’ checks, 
numbered A2024085 to A2024095; inclusive, 
through the medium of a forged check. He 
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later disposed of these checks in widely 
separated cities in the East. 

Vance’s description is: 32 years of age, 
height 5 feet 8 inches, weighing 180 pounds, 
brown eyes, dark hair; apparently Jewish; 
has scars from left ear to neck. 


R. B. WHITE (2716), who represents 
himself as advertising manager of the Ray- 
bestos Company, has issued several forged 
checks at Denver and Salt Lake City. 

These counterfeit checks are on the check 
form of the Raybestos Company, drawn on 
the City National Bank, Bridgeport, Conn., 
and are signed H. M. Harris or O. N. West, 
the amounts being written with a protecto- 
graph. 

White also uses the aliases of R. H. 
Fisher and R. W. Stone, and is 35 to 38 
years of age, 5 feet 9% inches tall, medium 
build; has sharp features, blonde hair, south- 
ern accent; wears soft hat and light over- 
coat. 


CHARLES WILLIS (2717) is the payee 
of forged cashiers’ checks drawn on the 
City Savings Bank and Trust Company, 
Shreveport, La., some of which have been 
cashed at Delhi, La. Details are unavail- 
able at this time, but the reproduction of 
his handwriting herewith should aid mem- 
bers in preventing loss. 


ERNEST YORRIS (2718) is reported 
from Portland, Ore., where he negotiated 
a check drawn on the Northwestern Na- 
tional Bank, Portland, bearing the forged 
signature of Roy Cunningham. The check 
was given in payment for service on a Ford 
truck. Yorris is about 25 years of age, 
5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 135 pounds, 
rather stout; has fair complexion, light blue 
or gray eyes, brown hair; wore a cap, high 
shoes and overalls. 


Arrests and Dispositions 


HE detailed record of arrests and dis- 

positions usually presented upon this 
page is omitted due to lack of space, but 
the figures are taken into account in the 
following table: 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Arrests Dispositions 
Awaiting Total 
Trial |Reported|Reported Dis- |Fugitives|Awaiting 
Sept. 1, | Since in Total Con- | charged |Escaped,} Trial 
1926 | Aug. 31,| March, victed | or Ac- | Insane 
1926 1927 quitted | or Dead 
Forgers........ 133 134 17 151 136 44 8 96 
Burglars....... 15 6 2 8 10 2 11 
Holdup robbers. 63 71 7 78 71 15 8 47 
Sneak thieves. . 3 3 
Total..... 214 211 26 237 217° 59 21 154 
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After Deposit, Is It Mechanical? 


ESTIFYING as a witness against 

the notorious forger, Charles J. 

Dryden, in New York City, on 

April 6, William Roedel, an accom- 
plice in the deal, made an interesting con- 
fession of the deliberations which led up 
to Dryden securing several pages of good 
blank checks from the check book of Roe- 
del’s employers in New York City, where 
Roedel worked as a night watchman. Roe- 
del proved to be soft metal in the hands 
of Dryden, but he was none the less curi- 
ous to know just how the latter could make 
enough on these checks to cause Roedel’s 
split of the spoils to be sufficient for him 
to remain idle the rest of his life. Dryden’s 
glittering promises left Roedel curiously 
doubtful as to the modus operandi through 
which such big money could be easily ob- 
tained. Dryden curtly explained that “these 
checks will be deposited and — that 
everything is mechanical.” 


FTER reviewing Dryden’s work and 
successful negotiation of at least three 
forged checks totaling $170,500, and prob- 
ably six more for an additional haul of 
$39,000, there is no denying the accuracy 
of his claim that everything was mechanical. 
What defense is there for such a situation 
in the face of warnings which were re- 
peatedly sounded in this section of the 


Charles J. Dryden 


JourNAL? The only sure defense is for 
drawee banks to show greater respect for 
their liability in knowing the signatures of 
customers and to safeguard against nervous 
haste or mechanical routine in the compari- 
son of signatures. Dryden’s approach was 
through a bank other than the drawee where 
he deposited the forged checks in good ac- 


counts. In each instance, however, the cus- 
tomer whose account was used carried no 
such large balances or amounts. Banks 
of deposit also have an obligation in de- 
feating the forger and should never fail 
to notify the drawee when suspicion is justi- 
fied by such unusual circumstances. It is 
just such losses as these which embarrass 
the check as a medium of exchange and 
keep forgery and blanket bond rates from 
dropping. 


RYDEN has since been sentenced to 

serve ten years at Sing Sing on one 
charge, and has also been identified as the 
forger in other cases involving large losses, 
so that his prison term will probably keep 
him tucked safely away from the most un- 
suspecting bankers for a good portion of 
the rest of his life. Nevertheless, it is no 
credit to the fraternity to find banks be- 
coming easy prey for heavy losses engi- 
neered by ordinary sign painters. 

Until greater reliance is placed upon the 
diligent examination of signatures, rather 
than upon indemnity through forgery insur- 
ance, we will continue to witness the spec- 
tacle of banks extending an open invitation 
to forgers, and without extreme care behind 
the wickets the current spread of forgery 
will find it developing as the leading crime of 
opportunity—with bankers holding the bag. 


Bank Holdups Are Their Specialty 


HE recent hold- 
up which took 
place at Pampa, 
Tex., when RAY 
TERRELL (2723), 
MATTHEW 
KIMES_ (2724), 
veteran stick-up 
men, and FRANK 
LAYTON (2725), 
a new member of 
the band, locked a 
number of people in 
a vault, escaping 
with between $25,- 
000 and $35,000, and 
resulted in the kill- 
ing of two deputy 
sheriffs presumably 
by this trio, recalls 
a number of hold- 
ups through the 
West and  South- 
west in recent years 
which were engi- 
neered by the first two mentioned men. 
Investigation of most of these holdups 
shows that they were committed primarily 
by the same group of men, some of whose 
photographs are reproduced with this warn- 
ing together with a brief history of their 
criminal careers. 
holdup 


Inadequate protection against 


Top row, left to siglina tay Terrell, Matthew Kimes, Frank Layton, Eddie Jenkins. 
Bottom row, left to right—Elmer Inman, Buck Collingsworth, Alvin Sherwood, James Okla. 


Lunsford 


probably prompts these men to continue 
their careers, realizing that in most cases 
they are almost assured of being able to 
actually stick up the bank and get away 
with the money. A specific instance of this 
inadequate protection was the Pampa hold- 
up where three of the five bank employees 
were out to lunch when the bandits en- 


tered. Such inade- 
quacy has been com- 
mented on in previ- 
ous issues of this 
Supplement, es pe- 
cially the March 
issue, page 2, under 
the heading “Reduc- 
ing Good Will in 
Banking.” 

Ray Terrell, who 
except for his chief 
partner in crime, 
Matthew Kimes, is 
probably the most 
dangerous and des- 
perate of this band, 
was first heard of 
in 1921, when he 
was arrested in con- 
nection with a vault 
burglary at Tryon, 
Since then 

he has been arrest- 

ed several times and 
has always managed to avoid serving a prison 
sentence either through political influence, 
which was undoubtedly paid for with the 
proceeds of his holdups, or by actually 
breaking his way out of jail. His latest 
escape was in January of this year, when he 
was being taken to prison by automobile in 
the company of two officers. He has been 
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identified as being implicated in seven 
burglaries and almost as many holdups. 

Matthew Kimes was once known as a 
plumber, but is now the dean of holdup men 
in the West, where he was positively iden- 
tified as being the leader of four bank 
robberies and suspected of having taken 
the same part in as many others. He also 
usually manages to avoid imprisonment for 
very long, having escaped some time last 
year. 

Frank Layton, the junior member of this 
trio, almost lost his nerve on their last job 
at Pampa. At this time he was given the 
post of door man and ushered all new 
comers into the rear of the bank where 
they were herded together by one of his 
partners. Several times during that holdup 
he shouted to Kimes and Terrell that he 
could not stand the strain any longer. 
Terrell very calmly re-assured him that 
everything was perfectly all right, as far 
as they were concerned, which later proved 
to be true. The only other holdup in which 


Several 


HE activities of our agents extending 

over the same wide territory covered by 
criminals preying upon the banking fra- 
ternity resulted in several important arrests 
during the past month, which have been 
very gatifying. 


J.R. Neal 


J. R. NEAL (2573), regarding whom 
many recent warnings were issued by this 
Association, its agents, various state bank- 
ers’ associations and others, registered at the 
Wolverine Hotel, Detroit, Mich, early in 
April under the name of Earl Collins. This 
was one of the hotels our agents had sent 
a special warning to late in March, when 
reports indicated Neal was heading for 
Detroit. When he presented a check to a 
hotel executive, the latter acting on our 
agents’ warning, effected his arrest on 
April 4. He confessed to a Burns inves- 
tigator having defrauded many banks in 
addition to those named in our voluminous 
file. The case of J. R. Neal also furnished 
a striking example of the celerity, certainty 
and finality which should be more evident 
in the execution of our criminal laws, for 
on April 13 he was sentenced to serve 
7% to 14 years in the State Prison at Jack- 
son, Mich., where several detainer warrants 
have already been lodged against him. 

Another operator whose name is familiar 
to readers of this Section is MARION 
BRAZIER (2181), who is under arrest at 
Boston. During the past few months, 
forged checks were cashed by Boston mer- 


Layton is believed to have been implicated, 
was back in 1925 when he was arrested at 
Los Angeles but was later released. 

EDDIE JENKINS (2726) another mem- 
ber of this outfit who has specialized in 
burglaries for the past four or five years 
when not in jail, has turned his attention 
to holdup robberies. He was identified as 
having participated in the holdup of a bank 
at Agenda, Kan. on Feb. 14. Like his 
able partners, he has one escape to his 
credit. 


BUCK COLLINGSWORTH (2727) who 
was sentenced to ten years in the State 
Penitentiary at McAlester, Okla., also es- 
caped, and although he has not been iden- 
tified, is suspected of being implicated in 
one or more holdups in the West in the 
past year or so. 

ALVIN SHERWOOD (2728), burglar, 
managed to avoid serving any time at all 
in jail for the burglary at Buffalo, Kans., 
of which he was convicted. He escaped 


Criminal Careers 


chants and hotels, some being honored 
through the clearings by the drawee banks. 
The operator has been identified as Marion 
Brazier, who at times reverted to her old 
modus operandi of securing advances from 
banks on uncollected funds, and operated 
in other cities. Our agents ascertained the 
identity of a man friendly with this woman 
and placed him under surveillance. On 
April 7 Mrs. Brazier called at this man’s 
office and was taken into custody by Boston 
city detectives. She is still awaiting trial, 
and detainer warrants have been lodged 
against her by other banks in Massachu- 
setts, New Jersey and other states. 

The forged certified check operations of 
the “Foreign Exchange Buyers” have also 
been ended through arrests by the New York 
City police on April 13 of DANDOLA 
De GREGORAS, alias G. De Stefani 
(2265), ANTHONY RUSSO (2719), and 
PHILIP PAONE (2720). Their method 
of operation is outlined in the February, 


- 1927, Supplement under the title “Zero Hour 


Approaches,” on page 5. Russo and Paone 
have been identified by several bankers and 
foreign exchange brokers as the men de- 
frauding them. De Gregoras is said.to be 
the one who exchanged the proceeds of the 
fraudulent transactions into United States 
money. All are awaiting trial. : 


Ralph Beckman 


The alertness and action of a Cleveland 
bank officer, which resulted in RALPH 


while being taken to the State Penitentiary 
at McAlester, Okla. 

ELMER INMAN (2729), a former as- 
sociate of Ray Terrell, escaped with Sher- 
wood on March 17, 1927. He had also been 
arrested in connection with the Buffalo 
burglary, in which a two ton safe was 
taken from the bank by automobile. 

JAMES LUNSFORD (2730), who was 
arrested in the latter part of 1924 in con- 
nection with the holdup of a bank at Free- 
burg, Ill., was released on that charge, and 
is believed to have been implicated in three 
other crimes since. 

Rumor has it that after plundering the 
banks in Miami or some other small Okla- 
homa town, several of these bandits will 
transfer the scene of their activities to Cali- 
fornia. However, while they are at large, 
it is almost a certainty that they will con- 
tinue their robberies and burglaries, and 
members are urged to use every precaution 
possible to prevent their banks from being 
attacked. 


Halted 


BECKMAN (2007) being again arrested 
on March 23, was also very gratifying to 
us, but our gratification was short-lived, 
for he secured his release in some inex- 
plicable manner on a bond which proved 
practically worthless. It is needless to say 
he did not appear for trial, and a bench 
warrant was issued for him. Beckman is 
now badly wanted in several cities, and 
anyone recognizing him should not hesitate 
to cause his arrest. 


Adler Gang’s Operations 
Continue 


BECKMAN (2007) will be 
readily recalled by many readers as a 
member of the Adler gang. His photograph 
is reproduced with a previous article, and 
he is one of the band who has most fre- 
quently actually negotiated the forged 
checks. 

FRANK B. POND (2721), alias Frank 
P. Weiss, whose photograph is reproduced 
herewith, is another utterer for this gang. 

In more recent operations they have devi- 
ated from their method of making checks 
payable to cash, indorsing them with the 
forged maker’s identification indorsement, 
and presenting them at the bank on which 
they were drawn. Now the forged checks 


Frank B. Pond 
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are deposited in an account opened with 
cash in another bank, and the drawee is 
victimized by honoring the forgeries through 
the clearings. Further details and descrip- 
tions of other members of the Adler gang 
are given on page 2 of the February, 1927, 
Supplement. 

Beckman is about 27 years of age, 5 feet 
7 inches tall, weighs 130 pounds, small 
build, florid complexion; has dark hair and 
blue eyes; gives his occupation as salesman. 
He is evidently Jewish, as is Frank B. 
Pond, whose description is 33 years of age, 
5 feet 5% inches, 148 pounds, medium com- 
plexion, chestnut hair. 


Another Background 
Works 


David Blankman 


A’ unknown operator at Washington, 
D. C., negotiated a forged check by 
having an unsuspecting boy present it for 
him. The boy was approached at the rail- 
way station by a man, who instructed him 
to present the check at the bank on which 
it was drawn, first having him indorse it 
with his own name and address. 

Under instructions of the operator, the 
boy presented the check at the bank, stating 
he was the nephew of Col. Walter O-: 
Boswell, whose name was forged, and that 
Colonel Boswell had sent him to the bank. 
The boy also said that the Colonel was at 
that time waiting at the station with Mrs. 
Boswell and that he was about to leave 
town. To verify this, the paying teller 
telephoned the War Department and learned 
that the Colonel was actually leaving town 
on that day. The information, therefore, 
appeared to be accurate, and the item was 
paid. 

The boy returned to the railway depot, 
where he was met by a person other than 
the one who had given him the check and 
asked if he had the money. When this 
confederate of the operator learned that 
the boy had received the money he told 
him to wait and the Colonel would meet 
him in a few minutes. The operator, posing 
as the Colonel, then appeared and received 
the amount of the check. 

The forgery was not discovered until 
later in the day when the boy told his 
parents of what had happened and they in 
turn notified the bank. 

Although the operator’s description is not 
available at the present time the method 
of operation indicates that the criminal in 
this case is DAVID BLANKMAN (2722), 
who practised this form of forgery at 
Boston, Mass., until he was arrested there. 
Subsequently he forfeited his bail and dis- 


appeared. 


Blankman’s photograph is reproduced with 
this warning, and member banks in Wash- 
ington, D. C., and surrounding territory are 
warned to watch for him, and verify any 
checks presented by a boy or possibly a 
young girl under the same circumstances. 


Blankman is described as: 43 years of 
age, 5 feet, 6 inches tall, weighing 180 
pounds, has light complexion, chestnut hair, 
stout build. He is a Hebrew, gives his 
occupation as a watchmaker, and is familiar 
with other angles of the jewelry business. 


More Bogus Travelers Cheques 


TRAVELERS CHECK. 


New York Bank of Commerce 


NEW YORK CITy N? 


TWENTY DOLLARS STATES CURRENCY 


OVTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATED THIS CHECK 


A specimen bogus travelers cheque forged by A. D. Baker 


A D. BAKER (2526), alias H. F. Fre- 
* mont, has renewed his bogus travelers 
cheque activities throughout the middle west 
where he is defrauding merchants, some- 
times putting over two and three cheques 
on the same day. 

All of his cheques are printed on white 
Gazel bond paper with a light green back- 
ground and a darker green margin. Some 
of them are drawn on the Union Trust 
Company, Los Angeles, but his more recent 
ones are drawn on the New York Bank of 
Commerce which is non-existent, but which 
might be readily confused with the Bank 
of Commerce which is located in New York 
City. His checks are usually in the amount 
of $20 and one is reproduced herewith. 
Cities already visited by this fellow are, 
Detroit, Terre Haute, Ind, Battle Creek, 
and Muskegon, Mich., Mason City, Mar- 
shalltown, and Dubuque, Iowa. 

His usual method of operation is to pur- 
chase wearing apparel or possibly some other 
merchandise valued at several dollars from 


a local storekeeper, making payment with 


Below in South 


Arthur H. Below 


Farle H. BELOW (2446) is again 
active with his bogus checks, this time 
in the South, having been reported from 
Spartanburg, S. C. He was last published 
in this supplement on page 4 of the Novem- 
ber, 1926, issue. 

His checks are payable in his own name, 
drawn on the Hamilton National Bank, 
New York, N. Y., and are ostensibly issued 


one of the bogus items and receiving the 
difference in cash. Although he has de- 
frauded only merchants up to the present 
time, and probably will not attempt to de- 
fraud banks, the aid of members is re- 
quested in having him apprehended. A pre- 
vious warning regarding Baker who also 
uses the aliases L. B. Onker and W. K. 
Sholes appeared in the January Supple- 
ment. 

He is described as 35 years of age, 5 
feet, 11 inches tall, weighing 165 pounds; 
medium complexion, well dressed, when 
last seen he wore a light colored suit with 
hat to match. His general impression is 
very favorable as he is a good talker and 
gives the impression of having traveled 
considerably. 

Attention is also called to the article on 
page 3 of the February Supplement en- 
titled “Counterfeit Travelers Cheques in 
West.” Bogus Bank of Montreal cheques 
are still being negotiated by P. J. Smith 
(2572), alias Robert Davis, the last having 
been received from Kansas City, Mo. 


by the “World Syndicate Company—C. F. 
O’Toole, Treasurer.” The Hamilton Bank 
has no account of the World Syndicate 
Company by whom Below was once em- 
ployed a short time. He still carries some 
of their credentials to facilitate his nego- 
tiations. At times he also obtains an intro- 
duction at the bank he intends to victimize 
through a former brother army officer, 
having served as an officer himself during 
the World War. 

Member banks of the South, especially, 
are warned to watch for this fellow’s bogus 
checks as he will undoubtedly continue 
passing them as he has been doing for 
some time. 

Below is described as about 32 years of 
age, 5 feet, 10 inches tall, weighing 140 
pounds; has light hair, very thin on top 
of his head, thin face, prominent nose, ap- 
parently well educated; is a very good 
talker and dresser; carries a rather worn 
brief case. 
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Fake Business Buyer Is 
Still Active 


Norman Frazier 


Ne FRAZIER (2576), the man 
with the southern accent, is con- 
tinuing his bogus certified check operations 
throughout the country with considerable 
success and will undoubtedly remain active 
until an alert banker recognizing him from 
one of the warnings broadcast, causes his 
arrest. 

We reproduce his photograph with this 
article as we did on page 4 of last month’s 
issue under the caption of “Fake Business 
Buyer Again.” We repeat his method of 
operation, as it is not probable he will 
change it due to his success. Although he 
last operated at Cape Girardeau, Mo., he 
is liable to turn up at almost any point in 
the country using one of his very many 
aliases, that strikes his fancy. 

Frazier enters into a deal to purchase 
a business which is being offered for sale. 
In the course of his negotiations he requests 
the person whose business he plans to buy, 
to introduce him at local banks and to other 
prominent business people in town. He 
then opens accounts at different banks with 
bogus certified checks and asks to be per- 
mitted to withdraw against the items prob- 
ably to the extent of a couple of hundred 
dollars before returns have been received. 
This request sounds rather natural, as he 
states that he needs the money for various 
items relative to the establishment of his 
new business. Immediately on receipt of 
the cash, however, Frazier makes a hasty 
departure. He invariably travels in an auto- 
mobile which he frequently trades in for 
another car. It is believed he is traveling 


with a woman but this is not definitely 


known. 

He is described as 32 years of age, 5 
feet, 914 inches tall, weighing 145 pounds; 
has brown hair, slightly gray about temples, 
slow talker, southern accent, neat dresser. 


Worthless Bonds Still 
Appearing 


NOTHER of the Chicago, Rock Island 
& Pacific Railroad Company of Iowa 
bonds, which were defaulted some years ago, 
was recently presented at Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, by an unknown operator who at- 
tempted to negotiate it there. As stated 
in the November, 1926, issue of this Sup- 
plement, page No. 2, under the heading 
“Defaulted C. R. I. & P. R. R. Bonds 
Again,” these bonds are absolutely worth- 
less. The worthless bonds are 4 per cent 
bonds, due 2002. The name of the present 
company is the Chicago, Rock Island & 
Pacific Railway Company. 


Trick Bogus Check 
Operator 


S L. NICHOLS (2731) is issuing bogus 
¢ drafts throughout the West on which 
he obtains by trickery the endorsement of 
some responsible local person. 

His usual method to obtain an endorse- 
ment is to present a letter which is ap- 
parently issued by the Pickwick Stage Com- 
pany, and asks that it be signed for by the 
person to whom addressed. The receipt 
that is to be signed appears in order and is 
contained in a metal receipt book with 
spaces cut out for the signature, date line 
and time received. These are on a line 
with a number corresponding with the num- 
ber on the letter. However, the signatures 
ate actually written on the back of the bogus 
drafts that Nichols uses in his fraudulent 
transactions. 

There is one other characteristic that 
aids to identify the work. At the top of 
the so called receipt book is a notice reading 
“In receipting for packages please sign 
signatures with pen and ink, Pickwick 
Stage Company.” These drafts are drawn 
on the Bank of Douglas, Douglas, Ariz. 
Nichols was recently arrested in that city 
when he attempted to work this game, but 
unfortunately he escaped before he could 
be prosecuted. 

Nichols is 25 years of age, 5 feet, 6 
inches tall, weighing 130 pounds; has very 
dark complexion, black hair, dark brown 
eyes; is a narcotic addict. 


Cattle Buyer Repeats 


C. HANNA (2762), a veteran bogus 

@ check operator, recently passed one 

of his instruments at Sommerville, Texas, 

where he represented himself as a cattle 

buyer for Swift-Henry & Co. of Chicago, 
Ill. 

‘Hanna displays letter of identification at 
the banks when presenting his checks which 
purport to be passed by Swift-Henry & 
Company, payable to cash, usually for about 
$25 and signed G. C. Hanna. The bank 
name, Stock Exchange Bank, Chicago, II1., 
which is non-existent, is printed in the lower 
left hand corner of the check which also 
bears the words “Expense Check.” The 
amount of the checks is filled in with a 
check writing machine. Member banks, 
especially in the Middle West, are warned 
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to watch for this fellow’s operations as he 
will undoubtedly continue until apprehended. 

Hanna is described as 60 years of age, 
although he would pass for 50 or 55, 5 
feet 7 inches tall, weighing about 150 
pounds, medium fair complexion, blue eyes, 
long face and sharp nose. He wears a large 
diamond ring on the ring finger of his left 
hand. 


Warning 


M. V. ANDERSON (2733) is report- 
ed from Denver, where he cashed a 
bogus cashier’s check signed J. L. Baird, 
drawn on the Wichita Grain Bank, Wichita, 
Kans. Anderson may be the same operator 
who used a similar method under the name 
of George Marshall, and who is described 
as 5 feet, 10 inches tall, very brown com- 
plexion, deeply lined face, well dressed. 
He is supposed to be accompanied by a 
woman, presumably his wife, who is about 
28 years of age, very slender, weighing 
about 90 pounds, dark complexion, appeared 
to be a Spaniard and had a very noticeable 
foreign accent. They were accompanied by 
a boy about three years of age and a girl 
about five, and were traveling in a blue 
Tudor Sedan with a Texas license. 


W. A. CHEYNEY (2739), is the payee 
of several forged checks negotiated at 
Abilene, Tex., which purport to bear the 
signature of R. H. Locke. Cheyney cashes 
his checks over the counter at the bank on 
which they are drawn. His description is: 
about 5 feet 8 inches tall, 135 to 140 pounds, 
dark complexion, dark hair, and from his 
general manner appears to be intelligent. 


EXCHANGE B 


Bogus check passed by G. C. Hanna, who represents himself as a cattle buyer for 
Swift-Henry & Co. 


| 
G. C. Hanna 
| 
| 
3 Chicaeo ap City St. Joseph 
| 
OS 


6 AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 


May, 1927 


More Bogus Checks on Oil Companies 


D D. DRAKE (2490) is again issuing 
bogus checks drawn on oil companies 
after a lapse of almost six months since 
he operated in Texas, California and 
neighboring States. He is now following 
his usual procedure having appeared at Ash- 
land, Ore., where he uttered checks osten- 
sibly issued by the Land Department of the 
Shell Oil Company of Los Angeles. These 
checks are drawn for approximately $87.50, 
payable to J. H. Conkling, on the First 
National Bank, Los Angeles, Cal., and are 
signed H. H. Hay, Cashier. The words 
“construction” and “certificates” are also 
printed directly below the amount of the 
check and below these words is the printed 
name L. R. Jones, Treasurer. On the left 
side of the check is a heading, ‘Expendi- 
tures,” under which are listed field expense, 
extra labor, survey fee, incidentals and 
total. 

Following his usual custom Drake pre- 
sents a letter of identification purporting to 


ALFRED BEEMAN (2734) negotiated 
a worthless check at Martinsville, Ill., where 
he forged the endorsement of his cousin to 
his own check on an Odessa, Tex., bank. 
Beman is the operator’s correct name and 
member banks learning of his whereabouts 
are requested to notify this Association or 
the nearest office of our agents. 


ROGER P. BIRD (2735), alias Henry 
Gruber, is operating in New York city 
with bogus checks drawn on the United 
States Mortgage and Trust Company, 125th 
Street Branch. His usual method of opera- 
tion is to open an account, depositing a 
bogus check, then obtain some cash before 
the item has been returned. He is de- 
scribed as about 40 years of age, 5 feet 11 
inches tall, light brown hair, slender build, 
appears to be Jewish. 


B. CADMAN (2736) and R. SLATKIN 
(2737), are being sought by the Pearl Mar- 
ket Bank, Cincinnati, Ohio, following their 
disappearance from that city without pay- 
ing several notes now months past due. 
These men operated the “C & S Building 
Company, under which name they had the 
notes discounted. The only knowledge of 
these men at the present time is that one 
is supposed to have located in Florida, the 
other in Cleveland, Ohio. Member banks 
recognizing either of them are requested to 
kindly notify the Pearl Market Bank. 


‘DAVID A. CARTER (2738), alias 
David Grady, is believed to be the operator 
who negotiated several forged, stolen checks 
at San Jose, Cal. The checks were stolen 
from the office of the East Bay Sheet Metal 
Works at Oakland, Cal., and are that firm’s 
private check forms, drawn on the Oakland 
Branch of the Bank of Italy, payable to 
David A. Carter, and bear the forged sig- 
nature of Joseph Miller, president. At San 
Jose, Carter claimed to represent the Metal 
Works and had an acquaintance vouch for 
his identity at the bank at which the checks 
were cashed. He is described as 45 years of 


be issued by the Shell Oil Company. He 
frequently uses the name E. O. M. Durfee 
and also the name of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany. 

He is described as 33 years of age, 5 feet, 
9 inches tall, weighing 150 pounds; has blue 
eyes, light hair, medium complexion. 

This fellow’s renewal of activities re- 
calls another dangerous operator who used 
almost an identical method. He is D. D. 
HOLLEY (2489), who ‘almost invariably 
draws on the Standard Oil Company of 
California and designates himself as a 
special agent of the land department. Holley 
like Drake makes a very favorable impres- 
sion. His description is 35 to 40 years of 
age, 5 feet, 8 inches tall, brownish hair, 
smooth shaven. 

A more detailed report of the operations 
of these men is contained in the December, 
1926, issue of this Supplement, page 3, under 
heading “More Fake Standard Oil Company 


Checks.” 


age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing 175 
pounds, medium build, black hair turning 
gray, dark brown eyes, dark complexion. 
He wore a blue suit with a very small light 
stripe, light gray fedora hat, and bluish 
gray overcoat. He had a couple of gold 
teeth. Carter’s general knowledge of the 
metal industry was very good and his gen- 
eral impression favorable. 


HUGH EAMES (2740) of Preston, 
Idaho, is believed to be making a habit of 
stealing several checks of persons whose 
books he audits, and forging them in 
neighboring cities. Checks recently nego- 
tiated by this party came through the clear- 
ings from Logan, Utah, were drawn on 
the private check form of the Isis Theater 
& Confectionery of Preston, Idaho, payable 
to Hugh Eames, signed Cyrus Ward, and 
countersigned L. F. Broun. 


BRUCE GREGG (1370), who is reported 
in the March issue of this Section on page 
3 under the heading “Fake Checks of Milk 
Company,” is now drawing his bogus in- 
struments, which purport to be issued by the 
advertising department of the Shredded 
Wheat Company, Niagara Falls, N. Y., on 
the Seaboard National Bank of New York 
City. The last group of these checks re- 
ported which were payable to Arthur W. 
West in amounts from $20 to $30, were ne- 


ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO. 
Adverticing Dept. 
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gotiated at South Bend, Ind., and various 
cities throughout Illinois. 

Gregg is also using the name of GEORGE 
FOSTER, as payee of some of his instru- 
ments, which are drawn on the Bank of 
Commerce, New York, N. Y., on what is 
supposed to be the private check form of 
the Royal Baking Powder Company, New 
York City. Like his other instruments 
they are apparently issued by the advertising 
department of this concern. A specimen of 
the Royal Baking Powder check is repro- 
duced with this warning. 

Gregg is described as 30 to 35 years of 
age, 5 feet 8% inches tall, weighing 175 
pounds; smooth shaven, rather large nose, 
brown hair, dresses well, carries a traveling 
bag. 


M. G. FISHER (2742), opened an ac- 
count at a Philadelphia bank where he was 
introduced by a depositor, using a bogus 
check as an initial deposit. Later he pre- 
sented another worthless item, on which he 
was successful in securing cash. Fisher 
claimed he intended returning to Chicago, 
Ill., his home town, and is about 33 years 
of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing 150 
pounds, dark complexion, slightly bald, and 
speaks in slightly broken English. 


An unidentified forger known as JIP 
IKE (2743), operating at Binghamton, N. Y., 
makes use of women acquaintances to facili- 
tate his transactions. While at Bingham- 
ton a young lady with whom he had been 
acquainted several months identified him at 
a local bank where he cashed a _ check 
drawn on the First National Bank, Scranton, 
Pa., which purported to be signed by C. M. 
Burcher, but was easily recognized as a 
forgery by that institution. This man will 
probably continue his negotiations in nearby 
cities, consequently, member banks in New 
Jersey and New York are advised to watch 
for his reappearance. He is 35 to 38 years 
of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, has black hair 
and dark eyes, sometimes wears eye glasses. 
When last seen he wore a dark blue suit, 
gray flannel shirt. 


CHARLES HANSEN (2744), alias 
Hausen, on arriving at St. Paul, Minn, 
opened an account with a personal check 
for several thousand dollars, drawn on the 
Rockford National Bank of Rockford, III, 
which he claimed to be his home town. 
Several hundred dollars of this amount 
was deposited in a checking account, while 
the greater part was used to open a sav- 
ings account. 


Bank of Commerce 
NEW YORK, ¥. 
14 


Specimen check drawn on the Bank of Commerce by Bruce Gregg 
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When the check on the Rockford bank 
was returned through the clearings, it bore 
the too familiar notation, “No Account.” 
This fellow’s purpose is undoubtedly to se- 
cure both the savings account book and the 
checking account as a means of inducing 
merchants or possibly other banks to cash 
small checks for him. Therefore, members, 
particularly in the vicinity of St. Paul, are 
warned to watch for a continuance of his 
work. Hansen is between 40 and 45 years 
of age, medium build, and has gray hair. 
He wears a pair of double eye glasses when 
writing, and wore a dark gray hat and over- 
coat; carried a gold cross on his watch 
chain. 


Jacques Resumes 


Andrew S. Jacques 


S. JACQUES (2746), an 
oldtime worthless check operator, 
swindler and all around confidence man, 
whose photograph is reproduced with this 
article, was recently arrested at Santa Fe, 
Cal., under the name of Williams as a 
fugitive from Los Angeles where he was 
wanted for grand larceny and embezzlement 
in connection with the alleged theft of a 
43-foot yacht. This fellow’s past per- 
formances indicate that he may have re- 
newed any of his many forms of swindling. 
Members recognizing Jacques as having 
defrauded them are advised to have their 
local authorities lodge detainer warrants 
against him at Los Angeles. He is de- 
scribed as about 55 years of age, 5 feet 11 
inches tall, weighing 165 pounds; has gray 
hair, gray eyes, medium complexion. 


TOM KONTOS (2747), returned to 
Grafton, W. Va., after an absence of six 
years, and defrauded two banks by means 
of his bogus checks drawn on the Douglas 
National Bank of Chicago, IIl. 

At one of Grafton’s banks where he 
formerly had a savings account, Kontos 
deposited a $100 check on which he received 
$50 in cash, the other half being deposited to 
his old account. He defrauded another 
institution there by a similar game. At that 
time he claimed to have again taken up his 
former position as foreman with the Balti- 
more & Ohio Railroad. Member banks in 
this territory are watned to watch for a 
renewal of this criminal’s activities, as he 
will probably use similar methods to those 
employed at Grafton. 

Kontos is a Greek and about 30 to 35 
years of age, 5 feet 5 inches tall, smooth 
shaven, has dark hair, rather fashionably 
dressed, extremely pleasant. 


HARVEY PATTON (2750), alias John 
F. Devon, who has been drawing bogus 
checks on’ the First State Bank, Detroit, 
also on the Atlas Exchange National Bank, 
Chicago, is under arrest at the latter city, 
where he made negotiations at half a dozen 
banks and was successful in defrauding 
about four. As it is probable that he has 
victimized other banks through the country, 
we suggest that anyone recognizing his 
work have their local authorities lodge a 
detainer warrant against him at Chicago. 
Patton is 23 to 25 years of age, 5 feet 5 
inches, weighing 130 pounds, has sandy com- 
plexion and light brown hair. 


SIDNEY E. ROBERTS (2752), alias W. 
B. Nolan, is believed to be headed West, 
having negotiated several forgeries and 
worthless checks at Atlanta, Ga., where he 
is well known and has lived for some years. 
His photograph is reproduced with this 
warning so that member banks recognizing 
him may prevent loss and cause his arrest 
as he is wanted by the Atlanta police. He 


was formerly employed in the freight yards 
at Atlanta and is familiar with such work. 
His description is, about 30 years of age, 
6 feet tall, weighing 170 pounds, heavy 
build, has light brown hair, brown eyes. 


Sidney E. Roberts 


Blue Sky Crook 


C A. ROTH (2753), alias H. F. Winters, 
@ has been touring Ohio and neighbor- 
ing States negotiating bogus checks. 

Roth and his companion inserted adver- 
tisements in various local towns which he 
was visiting. These advertisements in the 
name of C. A. Roth & Company, of 80 
Broad Street, New York City, offered to 
purchase foreign bonds. These advertise- 
ments were followed by communicating 
with prospective customers and in the course 
of the transactions the customer was re- 
quested to indorse for them what they 
represented as “Expense Checks.” The 
checks were drawn on the Corn Exchange 
Bank of New York and were supposed to 
be printed on the business form of Roth 
& Company. Although no banks sustained 
any losses through these operators, this 
warning is published to prevent their future 
transactions. These men are believed to be 
working the same game under the name of 
J. N. Keenan & Company, 45 Clinton Street, 
Newark, N. J., and offering for sale worth- 
less stock of the East Coast Improvement 
Company. 

Roth is about 40 years of age, weighing 
180 pounds, medium height, smooth shaven, 
medium complexion, almost bald, good 
dresser. 


H. A. SERVICE (2754), recently left 
Greenville, Kans., and has been touring the 
country negotiating bogus checks on his 
way. Service usually claims that his in- 
struments are pay checks which are signed 
E. R. Ellis and drawn on the Bank of Sioux 
Rapids, Sioux Rapids, Iowa. Across the 
face of these checks is written “Certified by 
Bank of Sioux Rapids,* H. Farmer, 
Cashier.” His description is unavailable, but 
it is known that he is traveling with a 
woman believed to be his wife. 


D. C. SMITH (2755), a worthless check 
operator, was first heard from at Detroit, 
Mich., where he opened a commercial ac- 
count at the Detroit Savings Bank with a 
check drawn on the Fletcher American 
National Bank at Indianapolis, Ind., which 
was returned marked “No Funds.” As it 
often happens, Smith’s purpose in opening 
this account was‘not to defraud the bank 
itself, but to obtain a passbook and flood 
local stores with small checks. Shortly 
after his Detroit operations he moved on 
to Wilmette, Ill, where he passed numerous 
additional instruments signed Byron C. 
Berkshire. Member banks are again advised 
to refuse passbooks to any strangers open- 
ing accounts until after collections have 
been made. 

W. H. WEISS (2756), a Chicago, IIl., 
forger, recently negotiated a large check 
which was made payable to cash, bore the 
forged signature of A. Lurie and was in- 
dorsed A. Lurie and W. H. Weiss. 

His description is: 32 years of age, 5 feet 
8 inches tall, weighing 160 to 165 pounds; 
has dark hair, dark eyes, smooth shaven; 
has appearance and characteristics of a 
Hebrew; neatly dressed wearing gray hat 
and dark overcoat. 

JOHN W. WEST (2757), swindled a 
Shawnee, Okla., bank of more than a thous- 
and dollars after obtaining through trickery 
an introduction and recommendation from 
one of the bank’s important customers. He 
then requested the bank to hold for safe- 
keeping. a box which was supposed to 
contain $6,000 in Liberty Bonds. This 
was a small tin box wrapped in paper 
and sealed as if it had come from the post 
office. He claimed that it had been mailed 
to him from Muskogee, Okla. West later 
asked to be permitted to borrow some money 
on these bonds. At that time he gave a 
financial statement which alleged that he 
owned several pieces of property and pro- 
posed to put up the bonds as collateral on 
the note. The bank being under the im- 
pression that the package left by West 
actually contained the $6,000 in Liberty 
Bonds of which he had spoken, made him 
a loan of more than a thousand dollars, 
accepting the unopened box as collateral. 
West’s prolonged absence after receiving 
the money finally resulted in the box being 
opened. It was then discovered that in 
place of bonds, it actually contained nothing 
more than scrap paper. West’s physical 
description as well as any other information 
about him is unavailable at the present time, 
but he must have been a man of good ap- 
pearance to have been able to have a re- 
putable person introduce him at the bank 
and to have the bank itself fall a victim 
to his scheme. 
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Stephen A. Wick 


STEPHEN A. WICK (2758), whose 
criminal activities date back twenty years, 
is again active. Recently he left Buffalo, 
N. Y., after negotiating a forged check, 
deserting his wife and two children, and 
running off with a 23-year-old girl. The 
girl’s relatives have received postcards from 
her from Chicago stating that she and Wick 
were on their way to the coast. Although 
this pair is supposed to be headed for Cali- 
fornia, Wick can be expected to appear at 
almost any point in the country. 

In the history of Wick’s career we find 
that bigamy is one of his greatest fancies, 
with bogus checks and impersonating Fed- 
eral officers and an officer of the United 
States Army as other pet hobbies. He de- 
frauds banks, hotels and merchants, fre- 
quently employing matrimony merely as a 
medium for negotiating his spurious transac- 
tions. Other articles pertaining to this 
fellow’s activities are contained in the 
November, 1918, issue of this section, pages 
78 and 79, also in the December, 1918, issue, 
page 86. 

Wick’s photograph is reproduced herewith, 
and he is 42 years of age, but appears to 
be about 38, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighing 
165 pounds, dark hair, dark complexion. 
Although it is by no means certain his pres- 
ent female companion will be with him very 
long, she is described as 23 years of age, 
5 feet 5 inches tall, weighing 125 to 130 
pounds, dark hair, good looking. 


Lost $25,000 Gold Note 


Member banks, particularly in Atlanta, 
Ga., and adjacent territory are requested to 
watch for the appearance of a lost bearer 
note which is described as follows: 

“General Motors Acceptance Corporation 
Gold Note, dated March 24, 1927, maturing 
Aug. 1, 1927, payable at Citizens & Southern 
Bank, Atlanta, Ga., Serial No. A F 6, de- 
nomination $25,000.” 

This note was lost between the Atlanta 


- office of the General Motors Acceptance 


Corporation and the post office of that city 
while it was being sent to a bank in Mo- 
bile, Ala. 


What is believed to be a scheme to cash 
$5 counterfeit bills was recently reported 
by a New York City bank in the following 
quoted letter : 

“An individual receiving change from one 
of our tellers of a $100 bill got nine $10 
bills and two $5 bills. After leaving the 
bank she returned claiming that a neighbor- 
ing storekeeper informed her that one of 
the five dollar bills was a forgery. She 
substantiated her statements by a witness, 
a friend of hers who represented himself 
as a reputable business man of another 
locality.” 


Forged drafts of the First National Bank 
of Marietta, Ohio, bearing the forged sig- 
nature of Cashier J. S. Goebel and payable 
at the Seaboard National Bank, New York, 
N. Y., have been negotiated in the Middle 
West by an unknown operator who offers 
these forged drafts in payment for bonds. 


A reward of $50 has been offered by the 
superintendent of the Virginia State Pen- 
itentiary, Richmond, Va., for the arrest and 
detention of J. V. WILLIAMS (2759), 
alias J. C. Parker, alias John Hill, who 
recently escaped from that institution to 
which he was sentenced in 1925 for forging 


‘financial papers stolen from the offices of 


the American Railway Express Company 
and cashed at various places in the State 
of Virginia. 

Williams makes a practice of going into 
express offices and purchasing small money 
orders to determine where the agents keep 
their financial paper. He later robs the 
office. His usual method of cashing the 
paper is to make small purchases and offer 
a money order or travelers cheque in pay- 
ment, receiving the difference in cash. He 
is 33 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 
weighing 170 pounds; has black hair, blue 
eyes, medium complexion, long nose. 


A reward of $100 is offered by his victims 
for the arrest of THOMAS A. FER- 
GUSON (2761), who recently left Little 
Rock, Ark., just about one jump ahead of 
the sheriff, leaving behind him a trail of 
worthless checks totaling several thousand 
dollars, all of which were drawn on the 
Bank of Commerce of North Little Rock. 
He is an automobile salesman and will prob- 
ably apply for that position wherever he 
may go. Ferguson is traveling with his 
wife, and the difference in their physical 
appearance makes them conspicuous, as he 
is about 38 years of age, 6 feet tall, weigh- 
ing about 185 pounds; has thin hair, brown 
colored, big ears, gray eyes, broad shoulders, 
false teeth not very noticeable. Mrs. Fer- 
guson is 21 to 25 years of age, 4 feet 10 
inches tall, weighing 105 pounds; has bobbed 
hair, light brown, fair complexion, blue 
eyes, small even teeth. She is well dressed 
and has a refined appearance. 


Letter of Credit Lost 


The National City Bank of Los Angeles, 
Cal., advises of the loss or theft of a letter 


of credit, described as follows: Our letter 
of credit, No. 22, issued Feb. 11, 1927, in 
favor of P. B. Fletcher, expiring June 1, 
1927, reported lost or stolen on or about 
March 25 in Chicago, together with its 
letter of identification. 

If this letter is presented for payment 
kindly hold both better and identification 
and wire the interested bank or notify 
American Bankers Association. 


Stolen Bonds 
The following described bonds were 


stolen from the offices of Epstein & Brother, | 


attorneys of New York City, where they 
were being held pending litigation resulting 
from the previous theft of the same bonds. 

Remington Arms 6% gold bonds, due 
April 15, 1927, $1,000 each—numbered 
M-2154 to 2158, inclusive. 


Another Stolen Bond 


Member banks are requested to watch for 
the appearance of a stolen bond which is 
described in the following notice: 

“A first mortgage 7% real estate bond, 
No. 30, in the name of Harry P. Kelly, 
was stolen on Saturday, March 26, from 
a customer. This bond is due July 1, 1927, 
and coupon due April 1, 1927, was attached. 
If same is offered for sale, deposit, or as 
collateral security for a loan, please notify 
The Pearl-Market Bank & Trust Company, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, at their expense.” 


Stolen Certificates 


Two certificates of deposit, issued by the 
Cherry Grove Branch of the Encorse State 
Bank, Encorse, Mich., were stolen from the 
home of one of their depositors, Frank E. 
Kolb. These certificates are: 

Certificate No. 1106 for §40,000. 

Certificate No. 1107 for $10,000. 

This warning is issued to prevent the 
operator from opening an account on the 
strength of these certificates and making 
withdrawals before returns have been re- 
ceived on them. 


Arrests and Dispositions 


HE detailed record of arrests and dis- 

positions usually presented upon this 
page is omitted due to lack of space, but 
the figures are taken into account in the 
following table: 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Dispositions 
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Total... 937 | 29 | 266 | 25a | 08 | 26 | 132° 
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Carelessness Breeds Crime—and Criminals. 


Take a Tip from the Bank Crook by Using the Same 


Extreme Care Which Characterizes His Plans 


PROTECTIVE DEPARTMENT 


American 


Bankers Association 
Journal 


SECTION TWO 


Law Making 
to Curb 
Law Breaking 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CatrrorNiIA, Los ANGELES—624 I. N. Van Nuys Building. 
San Francisco—211 United Bank & Trust Building. 
Cotorapo, DENvER—421 Cooper Building. 
District or CoLuMBIA, WASHINGTON—601 Southern Building. 
Fiormwa, MrAmMi—610 Exchange Building. 
Georcia, ATLANTA—921 Healey Building. 
Co1caco—1050 Otis Building. 
Lourstana, NEw OrtEANS—930 New Hibernia Bank Building. 
MaryLAnp, BALTIMORE—902 Fidelity Building. 
Massacuusetts, Boston—345 New Chamber of Commerce 
Building. 
Micuican, Detroit—319 Dime Savings Bank Building. 
MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS—726 McKnight Building. 
Missourr, Kansas City—403 Ridge Arcade Building. 
St. Lours—619 Louderman Building. 
NEBRASKA, OMAHA—756 Omaha National Bank Building. 
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Contents Noted by 


Vice-President .............. 


Receiving Teller............. 


New York, Burrato—405 D. S. Morgan Building. 
New City—1l65 Broadway. 
NortH Carotina, ASHEVILLE—318 Jackson Building. 
CincinnaTI—316 First National Bank Building. 
CLEVELAND—1105 Swetland Building. 
OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA City—908 Colcord Building. 
OreEcon, PortLanp—1008 Yeon Building. 
PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA—430 Widener Building. 
PittssurRGH—1108 Diamond Rank Building. 
TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS—414 Bank of Commerce & Trust Build- 


ing. 

Texas, Dattas—614 Kirby Building. 
Houston—1020 Keystone Building. 
San Anton1o—606 Travis Building. 

Uran, Satt Lake Crtry—527 Continental National Bank 
Building. 

WaAsHINGTON, SEATTLE—1805 L. C. Smith Building. 
SpokKANE—1204 Old National Bank Building. | 
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Law Making Curbs Law Breaking 


By JAMES E. BAUM 


Deputy Manager, American Bankers Association 


AST year, when endorsing the new 
Baumes Laws of New York State 
as giving “a welcome demonstration 
of lawmakers using practical means 

to curb lawbreakers,” the Protective Com- 
mittee also recognized as outstanding the 
need of more strict and modernized criminal 
laws, with greater efficiency and equipment 
in police power. 

Drastic as the penalties under these new 
laws may seem, they are designed to give 
the police and law-abiding citizens an even 
chance with the HABITUAL felon, and 
particularly the fourth offender who is sub- 
ject to a mandatory sentence of imprison- 
ment “for the rest of his natural life.” 


HE practical value of these laws is found 
in the fact that after but six months of 
their operation, serious crimes in New York 
have been cut in half. They are not directed 
against those guilty of minor crimes but the 


deliberate and professional crook—the in- 
corrigible criminal—is given short shrift 
under them, as evidenced by the two cases 
following : 

WILLIAM CONKLIN (2763), applied 
to a New York City branch of the Morris 
Plan Company for a loan of $240. The ap- 
plication bore the forged signature of Conk- 
lin’s friend and, when arraigned in the 
Criminal Court the prisoner pleaded guilty. 


He also confessed to the truth of his record» 


showing conviction of burglary in 1915; of 
assault and a three year sencence in 1917, 
and another burglary and sentence in 1919. 

JOHN McMURRAY (2764) stole an en- 
velope from a letter box in an apartment 
house in New York City. McMurray knew 
the envelope contained a check. After forg- 
ing the indorsement he negotiated the check 
for an overcoat in’a Fifth Avenue store. 
McMurray’s record showed convictions for 
grand larceny in 1909, 1912, 1922 and 1925 


and although the check was for a small 
amount, a sentence of life imprisonment was 
mandatory upon the Court. 


N pronouncing sentences the judges both 

agreed that “while life sentences may 
sometimes appear to be harsh, there is no 
doubt that the drastic provisions of the 
Baumes Laws have had a salutory effect 
which will become more and more effective 
as a deterrent from crime.” The Protective 
Committee has repeatedly urged bankers in 
every state to lead the way in modernizing 
their criminal code so that seasoned crooks 
may be kept safely apart from _ society. 
Several other states have since passed similar 
laws, but to exile the crook the reform must 
be nationwide. Bank criminals work hardest 
where there is less resistance and lighter 
punishment under the law. What are you 
doing toward better lawmaking to beat the 
bank criminal in your state? 


Weepah Gold and a Wayward Check 


HE professional “con” men are never 
slow to capitalize on boom times of any 
sort and rich strikes by oil or mining pros- 
pectors are still the greatest self-starters for 
these swindlers to get busy. The news of 
a gold rush naturally gives them plenty of 
the choicest kind of free advertising for 
their schemes, and the publicity given the 
recent strike in the Weepah field has already 
been used as bait in stalking their game. 
The following quotations from a letter, 
written by an Iowa banker, deals with an 
ancient method, newly dressed, and a 
cashier’s check that may cause trouble: 
“On May 5, a gentleman from Wisconsin, 
whom we considered perfectly good for a 
considerable sum of money, applied for a 
loan of $10,000. He was somewhat non- 
committal as to what the money was to be 
used for and we did not care to make any 
advance under any circumstances. However, 
he seemed quite determined to put the money 
into an investment that he had in mind and 
had us telephone Wisconsin, to guarantee 
that they would accept his note for $10,000. 


This was done and the bank in Wisconsin - 


recommended him very highly and guaran- 
teed that they would remit to us on receipt 
of his note. Having this assurance we is- 
sued our cashier’s check No. 18138, for $10,- 
000 dated May 5, 1927 and payable to R. G. 
Kendall. 

“Tt seemed strange that Kendall did not 
appear, but it developed later that he was 
outside in the car and had sent our Wiscon- 
sin friend in with instructions to get a New 
York or Chicago draft. We talked him out 
of using a draft and gave him a cashier’s 
check. The Wisconsin bank honored the 


‘note and remitted to us without question, 


so that we were all right on that score. A 
few days later the cashier’s check came 


through from an Omaha bank endorsed 
“without recourse” and signed by R. G. 
Kendall. Underneath Kendall’s signature 
was the signature of Charles A. Mills. 
Remembering the deal and piecing things 
together, we were a little concerned about 
the transaction and, working on a hunch, 
we returned the cashier’s check to Omaha, 
asking them to guarantee the signature of 
Charles A. Mills. 

“That day, or the next, our Wisconsin 
friend came in and we inquired further 
about the deal and finally, gaining his con- 
fidence, we found out that the so-called 
Kendall represented that he was in pos- 
session of a very wonderful piece of prop- 
erty in the Weepah gold district and for 
some unaccountable reason he was willing 
to sell this property in order to finance a 
trip to South America to join his family or 
seek a warmer climate. Of course, this im- 
mediately indicated that the whole thing 
was a swindle. The deed given to our cus- 
tomer called for certain property in Idaho. 
After telephoning the county seat, we find 
that the description is phony and no such 
book or page appears in the county records. 
The deed was therefore fictitious. Kendall 
also stated that he was forwarding certain 
papers to the First National Bank at Lewis- 
ton, Idaho, mentioning the name of some 
man as president of the Bank. We tele- 
phoned to the First National at Lewiston 
and found that there was no such man as 
president. There were no such papers there 
and they had never heard of Kendall. 

“The Omaha bank returned the check 
to Mills, who they do not know except that 
he was reported to be a bond salesman. 
Kendall is said to be rather elderly, probably 
approaching seventy years of age and he 
has gray hair.” 


Member banks are, therefore, cautioned to 
guard against the acceptance of the cashier’s 
check described above, and this information 
may also serve to help their customers to 
avoid loss. Anybody presenting the check 
should, of course, be held and turned over 
to the local police for questioning and the 
nearest office of our detective agents notified. 


Fake Contractor 


(ja E. RING (2765), entered into 
negotiations with a responsible produce 
dealer at St. Louis, which appeared to be 
the ground work for a bogus check transac- 
tion which he did not carry out. 

Ring introduced himself to the produce 
dealer as the paymaster of the Pom-McFate 
Company, building contractors at Detroit 
and Indianapolis, stating that his company 
intended to start a large construction pro- 
gram at St. Louis, and offered to make the 
dealer purchasing agent for the company’s 
commissary. Ring then left this man stating 
that he would hear from the main office of 
the construction company in a few days. 

The dealer later received a letter pur- 
porting to be signed R. McFate, president of 
the construction company, advising him that 
he had been appointed purchasing agent and 
asking him to show any courtesies possible 
to Mr. Ring. In the same mail was a letter 
addressed to Ring. As the operator failed 
to reappear, the dealer opened the letter 
which contained two bogus cashiers checks 
payable to Ring, and drawn on the Foun- 
tain Square State Bank of Indianapolis. He 
probably intended to draw against one of 
these items before it was returned. His 
description is: 45 years of age, 6 feet tall, 
slender build, light complexion, full face, 
wearing gray top coat and soft, brown hat. 
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Handouts Across the Sea 


bien president of a Chicago bank gives 
an interesting account of an attempted 
swindle through the use of forged docu- 
ments drawn at Salonique, Greece, which 
furnished, in his own words, “a live ex- 
ample why banks should use the utmost 
precaution in dealing with strangers, not 
only in paying funds, but also in accepting 
money.” 

The Chicago banker rightfully adds that 
“banks use precaution and banking organ- 
izations advocate the utmost precaution in 
paying against uncollected funds or the pay- 
ment of any funds to strangers, but very 
little space is given to emphasize the neces- 
sity of being careful in accepting funds 
from strangers.” 


— following brief résumé of the at- 
tempted swindle is sufficient to make 
any banker recognize the hazards to which 
they are exposed in dealing with strangers. 
On September 13, 1926, the Chicago bank re- 
ceived a letter from a stranger in Salonique, 
Greece, who proposed a transaction involv- 
ing the conversion of pounds sterling into 
dollar currency of large denominations. 
After receiving mail advice that the dol- 
lars would have to be covered by sufficient 
sterling deposited in Chicago, nothing more 
transpired until March 16, 1927, when the 
Chicago bank received a telegram from a 
New York bank stating that £1,300 was 
being held, by order of the unknown Greek, 


in the name of the Chicago bank president 
for his disposal. 

The latter arranged to have this deposit 
transferred to its correspondent bank in 
New York, which was instructed to convert 
the pounds into dollars, whereupon the Chi- 
cago bank’s New York account was credited 
with $6,305 A few days after receiving 
telegraphic confirmation of the deposit in 
New York the Chicago bank received a let- 
ter from its new customer in Salonique 
requesting that American currency, “bank 
notes,” in denominations of $1,000 each be 
forwarded to him via registered mail, with 
strict instructions that the envelope should 
not be sealed with wax or bear marks indi- 
cating that it contained money in any form. 
Unable to obtain insurance because of the 
failure of the remitter to agree upon seal- 
ing the envelope, the Chicago bank so ad- 
vised the Greek, whose cabled reply in- 
structed that the $6,000 be mailed regis- 
tered without insurance, and that the regis- 
try number upon the envelope be cabled to 
him. The Chicago banker, of course, be- 
came apprehensive about sending this amount 
in the manner specified, and in cabling ad- 
vice to this effect suggested that payment 
be transmitted through the American Ex- 
press Company, only to receive a cabled 
reply insisting that the money be sent via 
sealed registered mail but uninsured. 

In a last effort to accommodate the strange 
whims of his distant customer without 


causing him loss, the Chicago banker de- 
cided to split the remittance into two parts, 
forwarding $3,000 on March 24 and the re- 
maining $3,000 on March 29, with instruc- 
tions that this mail be placed. upon a par- 
ticular steamer in order that the exact date 
of arrival abroad could be confirmed by wire 
to the Greek. 

During the afternoon of April 5, wiki 
mailing the second envelope, the Chicago 
bank received a telephone message from the 
New York bank, which had telegraphed 
confirmation of the sterling deposit, stating 
that its correspondent bank in Greece whose 
documents were used had cabled that they 
were unauthorized and forged. Only the 
quick action and advice by the postal au- 
thorities in Chicago and Washington pre- 
vented loss on this long-range trick, for it 
required cabled advice to the postal au- 
thorities at Salonique to hold delivery of 
these two registered letters, and arrange-~ 
ments were also made with the Consul Gen- 
eral of Greece in Chicago to wire the chief 
of police in Salonique urging the arrest of 
the swindlers. 

Advice has since been received of the 
criminals’ arrest, but this successful result 
would not have been accomplished had not 
the swindlers made two mistakes, namely, the 
choosing of a Chicago banker instead of 
one in New York, and the expressed anxiety 
that extreme care be used not to seal the 
envelopes, which caused a convenient delay. 


Norman Frazier, Fake Business Buyer, Apprehended 


Norman Frasier 


FRAZIER (2576) is under 
arrest at Memphis, Tenn., after a long 
campaign against banks in many states. 
Although he admits some crimes of which 
he is accused, Frazier denies others. There- 
fore we are reproducing his latest photo- 
graph with this article and urge members 
that have been defrauded by him to have 
their local authorities lodge detainer war- 
rants with the United States Department of 
Justice at Memphis. Failure of our mem- 
bers to take this action will result in Frazier 
again becoming a menace to the banking 
fraternity in the near future. 

This criminal has operated for a num- 
ber of years but his latest campaign started 
early last summer, soon after he was re- 
leased from the Missouri State Penitentiary. 
Then his fraudulent transactions were re- 
ported in Seattle, Washington and from 
there he worked south to Tennessee, across 


the southern states and north along the At- 
lantic Coast. He has frequently used the 
names of A. G. Logan and A. C. Laughlin 
among others. His method of operation has 


been related in several previous issues of this 


Supplement, last on page 5 of the May issue, 
under ‘the title “Fake Business Buyer is 
Still Active.” 


Frazier’s description as furnished by the 
Memphis Bureau of Identification follows: 
33 years of age, weighing 160 pounds, medi- 
um build, florid complexion, dark chestnut 
hair, hazel eyes. He is a civil engineer, 
very quiet, mild mannered, and has a South- 
ern accent. Frazier has a persuasive manner, 
which has helped him put over his deals. 


Defunct Advertising Co. Checks 


A. HALE (2766) is using checks of the 

¢ defunct P. D. F. Advertising Company, 
of San Antonio, Tex., to defraud banks in 
that territory. These checks, one of which 
is reproduced with this warning, are pay- 
able to J. A.-Hale, and are supposedly 
signed by George F. Parker, financial di- 


ADVERTS ING / 


rector of the P. D. F. Advertising Com- 
pany, whose name appears on the check in 
large red letters. They are drawn on the 
Texas State Bank & Trust Company, San 
Antonio, Tex., and just above the type- 
written amount a red-lettered check pro- 
tector is used. 


ParTorne 


OnpEROF or. J. Aw 


Co. 


San ANTONIO.TEXAS, 30-62 


30-62 


FINANCIAL PIRECTOR 


How one of the PDF advertising checks looks 
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Bogus General Motors Checks 


Pay 0 onder of 


SuMOF 


NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE 
CITY. N. Y. 


New York City, N. Y.. 


General Motors Corporation 


“april 15th. 


Albert u. Leaner 


One of the bogus checks Lamar cashed 


LBERT M. LAMAR (2767) is using 
the name of the General Motors Cor- 
poration and representing himself as an 
advertising man to facilitate bogus check 
transactions which, having all the appear- 
ance of being legitimate, will probably af- 
ford him a comfortable living unless mem- 
ber banks adhere strongly to the rule against 
paying funds to strangers on uncollected 
items. 

He recently visited Ryan and Waurika, 
Okla., where he introduced himself to local 
dealers as the advertising counsellor of the 
General Motors Corporation of New York 
City, and stated that he wished to make a 
thorough inspection of the outdoor adver- 
tising possibilities in Jefferson County. 
After several days of inspection, during 
which time he took notes relative to the 
advertising possibilities of the surrounding 
territory, Lamar had the dealers introduce 
him at local banks, where he succeeded in 
having a so-called expense check cashed. 

Lamar negotiated another of these instru- 
ments at Hastings, Okla., under similar cir- 
cumstances. They are‘all made out for odd 


amounts, around $252.45, which are written 
with a red-lettered check protector, which 
reads “the sum of $252 and 45 cts.” They 
are represented as being drawn on the Na- 
tional Bank of Commerce, New York City, 
N. Y., and are supposedly issued by the 
General Motors Corporation, signed B. E. 
Bainbridge, issuing officer. One of these 
checks is reproduced herewith, and members, 
especially those in Oklahoma and neighbor- 
ing states, are urged to pay particular atten- 
tion to this check, as the operator may at- 
tempt to negotiate more of them in the near 
future. Lamar apparently knows the out- 
door advertising program of the General 
Motors Corporation thoroughly and used the 
names of members of that firm. 

Lamar is about 40 years of age, 5 feet 
10 inches tall, weighing 160 pounds; has dark 
hair and blue eyes. He was clean shaven at 
the time of these transactions, but exhibited 
a picture of himself in connection with the 
check which showed that he had worn a 
mustache. He was dressed in dark blue 
suit with pin stripe, and was wearing a 
sailor straw hat. 


More Fake Cashiers’ Checks 


F. WALTON (2370), alias J. B. Saun- 
J. ders, is continuing his negotiation of 
bogus cashiers’ checks throughout the West, 
having last been reported from Ft. Wayne, 
Ind., after working through Louisiana, 
Texas, and Tennessee. 

These checks, one of which is reproduced 
with this warning, are drawn on the Mer- 
chants’ National Bank, Farwell, Tex., which 
is non-existent. Walton’s last item. was 


“CASHIERS CHECK 


made payable to F. B. Wilson, and, like his 
other checks, was filled in with a typewriter 
and check-writing machine. His previous 
operations were reported in the September, 
1926, issue of this Supplement, page 7. An 
accurate description is not available, but 
Walton is about 55 years of age, tall and 
heavy set. As will be observed, the print- 


ing of the check is not very well done and 
it looks crude. 


One of the bogus cashier’s checks Walton put over 


Glorified Begging 


R L. DENNY (2768), a glorified beg- 
gar who occasionally passes worthless 
checks, was recently reported driving in 
the vicinity of Aurora, IIl., where he suc- 
ceeded in duping a garage owner. Denny 
uses various pretexts to secure small 
amounts, usually claiming to be a civil en- 
gineer and giving some sort of hard luck 
story which resulted in the unexpected loss 
of funds. 

Denny also represents himself to be a 
superintendent of the White Paving Com- 
pany of Chicago, and was the subject of 
a warning appearing on page 4 of our Octo- 
ber, 1924, issue. When passing through 
Illinois he was driving a Whippet car bear- 
ing Missouri license No. 527146. He is de- 
scribed as being about 34 years of age, 
5 feet 5 inches tall, weighs 138 pounds, 
medium build and complexion, light chest- 
nut hair, and bears a scar on the left side 
of the mouth extending from the upper lip. 

Although merchants, hotels, garage own- 
ers, and gasoline filling stations seem to be 
the most attractive for his game, he has 
also tried it against banks. Members are, 
therefore, again warned lest they put too 
much faith in his sad story. 


Watch for This Crook 


IKE MLONGIAN (2769), having 

completed a successful tour of the 
East, recently visited cities in Kansas and 
Missouri where he worked his bogus check 
game with considerable success. 

In almost every instance this operator, 
who is believed to be either an Armenian, 
Turk or Greek, opens an account with $200 
in cash and later deposits a check for $400, 
meanwhile withdrawing his cash deposit. 
At the first opportunity he attempts to draw 
against the uncollected check. These checks 
may be drawn on any of the following 
banks: East Schenectady Savings Bank, 
Schenectady, N. Y.; State Savings Bank, 
Owosso, Mich.; Drovers & Mechanics Na- 
tional Bank, Baltimore, Md.; Union Nation- 


al Bank, Pittsburgh, Pa.; and the Irwin 


Savings & Trust Co., Irwin, Pa. 

A few of Mlongian’s aliases are Mike 
Mhouizian, Dick Halajian and George 
Malkonian. He seldom attempts to withdraw 
against uncollected items until about two 
days after they have been deposited and 
shortly before returns are received. This 
crook can probably be apprehended if the 
banks on which he draws will immediately 
telephone or -telegraph non-payment to the 
banks where he deposits his checks. With 
such notice the bank at which he has been 
negotiating can make arrangements with 
their local police to cause his arrest and 
also notify the nearest office of our detec- 
tive agents. The operator is 25 to 35 years 
of age, 5 feet 2 to 4 inches tall, weighing 
150 pounds, stocky build, dark complexion, 
black kinky hair, dark eyes. He has a 
prominent Roman nose, heavy eyebrows, 
speaks Turkish, reads, writes, and speaks 
Armenian, also some Arabic and broken 
English ; wears rings with large stones on 
both ring fingers. At times he wears a light 
gray suit, light overcoat, and light tan shoes. 
His general appearance is very neat and 
rather fashionable. 
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Roberts Preys on Realtors 


“Nod 77 
MERCHA 
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Fed. EDMUNDGEN 
008 FLETCHER 


INDIANAPOLIS, INO. 


IQNAL BANK 


One of the Edmundsen checks 


ROBERTS (2770), alias F. 
Rogers, uses a real estate background to 
defraud bank customers and possibly banks. 
His latest operation was at Chicago, where 
he visited a real estate dealer, claiming to 
represent F. J. Edmundsen, a realty firm 
located in Indianapolis, and expressing a 
desire to purchase a number of lots. He 
negotiated the transaction so that his com- 
mission, to be paid by the realtor with 
whom he dealt, would amount to several 
hundred dollars. When all arrangements 
were completed, Roberts was given a con- 
tract of sale to be signed by the party he 
claimed to represent. He returned several 
days later with the contract supposedly signed 
by a Mr. Edmundsen, and a forged certified 


check drawn on the Merchants National 
Bank, Indianapolis, Ind., for the purchase 
price. 

In accordance with the agreement, Roberts 
was then given a check for his commission 
by the Chicago realtor. As this transaction 
appears to be bona-fide, and has attractive 
bait, Roberts will probably continue to work 
the same game, and member banks are 
warned to watch for these checks, one of 
which is reproduced herewith. He is de- 
scribed as about 36 years of age, 5 feet 8 
to 10 inches tall, weighing about 210 pounds, 
stout build, dark complexion, smooth, full 
face, dressed rather slovenly, wearing a gray 
suit and soft light hat. 


A Realty Buyer 


Fred H. Mendenhall 


G. ABBOTT (1523), alias T. A. Men- 

# denhall, whose alias are too numerous 
to mention, was last reported at Larned, 
Kan., where he played his old bogus check 
game which he has been using between jail 
terms since 1914. 

Abbott’s game is to represent himself as 
a wealthy land owner, possibly a rancher. 
He visits a local real estate agent and nego- 
tiates for the purchase of a large tract of 
land, which he sometimes claims he is buy- 
ing for his son. He then gives the real 
estate man a check for several thousand dol- 
lars as an initial payment. At the same 
time he may state he is running short of 
funds and either asks the local banker to 
cash a check for him without indorsement 
or requests the real estate man to indorse 
his check, which is then cashed at the local 
bank. The item: which he asks to have 
cashed is usually for about $50 or $75. His 
last negotiation at Larned was preceded by 
a similar transaction only a few days be- 
fore at Whiting, Kan. 

Abbott is described as between 60 and 65 


years of age, 5 feet 6 to 8 inches tall, weigh- 
ing about 175 pounds. His hair is mostly 
gray, mixed with a little brown. He is a 
very neat dresser, smooth shaven, and wore 
a Shriner pin in the lapel of his coat. 
Abbott is in possession of two land con- 
tracts obtained in the above-mentioned 
towns, one being signed by E. E. Frizell, 
of Larned. - 

Needless to say, Abbott is a very con- 
vincing talker, as are practically all his 
professional kinsmen. Member banks 
throughout the West, particularly in Kan- 
sas and neighboring states, are advised to 
call the attention of their real estate deal- 
ers to this fellow’s operations, as he will 
undoubtedly continue until apprehended. 

The photograph of Abbott, reproduced 
herewith, is about 14 years old, but his 
general features at the present time are be- 
lieved to be very similar. 


Watch for Chemical 
Checks 


ILLIAM J. ALLEN (2771), alias 

F. E. Thomas, is negotiating checks at 
Lancaster and Reading, Pa., which are on 
the printed form of the Colonial Chemical 
Corporation, of Reading, drawn jon the 
Reading National Bank. 

The details of this fellow’s operations 
are unknown at the present time, but, as he 
seems to be operating throughout the state 
of Pennsylvania, member banks in that 
territory are warned to be particularly cau- 
tious about cashing any checks issued by 
the Colonial Chemical Corporation. 
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Abbott, Auto Sales 
Manager Repeats Job 


HRIS ABBOTT (2497) was last heard 

of at Cincinnati, where he was up to 
his old game of securing a position with an 
automobile sales agency, usually as manager, 
and using this connection to defraud local 
banks. 

Shortly after acquiring a position he has 
the owner of the automobile agency intro- 
duce him at a bank, where he opens an ac- 
count, and after gaining the banker’s confi- 
dence he deposits a bogus check, which is 
usually drawn for several thousand dollars 
on the National Metropolitan Bank, Wash- 
ington, D. C. Through his connections he 
is permitted to withdraw a considerable part 
of the deposit, and at times he also deposits 
a forged check of his new employer. Abbott 
was first reported in this Supplement in the 
December, 1926, issue, page 5, under the 
caption of “Auto Branch Manager,” and 
has intermittently continued his operations 
since, using the names Richard Allen and 
Roger Addison. 

He is about 35 years of age, 5 feet 7 
‘nches tall, weighing 165 to 170 pounds, 
rather stout; has blue eyes, fair complex- 
ion, sandy hair, short reddish mustache; 
wears glasses. He is often accompanied 
by a woman, supposedly his wife. A com- 
plete description of this woman is unavail- 
able, but she is known to be tall; has very 
dark hair and eyes. 


O. K. Initial Swindler 


Again Active 


L. MILLER (2256), whose newest 
¢ aliases are J. Doyle and R. L. Man- 
ning, and who was last reported in the Sep- 
tember, .1926, issue of this Supplement, is 
again active. At Salt Lake City he forged 
the O. K. initials of a bank official and suc- 
ceeded in obtaining almost $3,000, then re- 
peated at Wichita Falls, Tex. 

At Salt Lake City, Miller presented two 
checks to different tellers during the noon 
hour, when the official whose initials he had 
forged was out to lunch. It appears that 
he probably obtained the genuine O. K. for 
a small amount and then forged the initials 
to his two large checks drawn on the First 
National Bank of Ogden, Utah. In each 
case they were payable to J. Doyle, signed 
Harry J. Sullivan. Both bore the notation 
“half interest lots 85 to 95, Block ‘h’,” in 
the lower left-hand corner. 

When defrauding the bank at Wichita 
Falls, Tex., he used a draft of that insti- 
tution which was drawn on the First Na- 
tional Bank, Graham, Tex., payable to R. L. 
Manning. Miller is about 35 years of age, 
5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing 150 pounds, 
medium build, dark complexion, smooth 
shaven, neat dresser. He carried a yellow 
fountain pen in his outside coat pocket. 


A Fast Worker 


SNEAK thief has been active in several 
small New Hampshire towns where he 
obtained a fair sized sum for his labors. 
This criminal, who is thought to be an 
Italian or possibly a Greek, due to the fact 
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that he has a swarthy complexion, appeared 
at the paying teller’s window in each case, 
and either by asking or making gestures, 
conveyed the idea that he wanted several 
large bills for $100 each, or more, changed 
for those of smaller denominations. 

When the teller presents the change to 
him, he indicates that he does not want the 
denominations in which it is presented, and 
as the teller is selecting other currency the 
thief smoothly abstracts several bills from 
those handed him. An account of this 
man’s precise method of abstracting the 
money cannot be given even by the banks he 
defrauded, and often no loss is discovered 
until the cash is balanced. However, banks 
in the New England and North Atlantic 
States are requested to be on the alert for 
this man. 

The operator is further described as about 
35 to 40 years of age; small, possibly 5 feet 
6 inches tall, weighing about 170 pounds; 
has bushy mustache pointed at the ends. He 
was wearing a blue suit, black velour hat 
and was very neatly dressed. 


Age-Old Story 


PAIR of swindlers operating at Las 

Animas, Colo., defrauded a bank’s cus- 
tomer there in a fake oil scheme. These 
operators were known only as Mr. Lewis 
and Mr. Bradford. 

The bank’s customer was induced to ac- 
cept the assignment of an oil and gas lease 
to land in Blanco County, Texas, with Brad- 
ford as a partner. Lewis claimed that he 


represented the Sinclair Refining Company 


and wished to purchase the lease, saying 
that they would pay $125,000. He further 
stated that he could buy out Bradford's 
share of the lease for $15,000, and that he 
would charge a commission fee of 10 per 
cent, which would give the victim a very 
large profit. Lewis stated that Bradford 
had refused to sell his share at $12,500, but 
would accept $15,000, and that if he still 
desired to go through with the transaction 
he could communicate with Bradford at 
Topeka, Kan. 

Lewis also claimed that he would put up 
$11,000 if the victim could put up $4,000 
with which to buy out his partner. The 
interested parties later proceeded to Topeka 
to buy out Bradford, but on arrival there 
Lewis stated he had forgotten certificates of 
ownership, which were in Texas. Lewis 
then induced the victim to turn over his 
money to Bradford, stating that the certifi- 
cates would soon be obtained and the mat- 
ter completely closed. The victim then re- 
turned to his home at Las Animas and since 
then has not heard from the swindlers. To 
allay suspicion, the crooks sent several tele- 
grams, claiming that they were delayed. 

Although this scheme may not be attempt- 
ed against banks, this warning is written 
so that banks might be familiar with it and 
possibly prevent their customers from be- 
ing defrauded in a similar manner. The 
leases in question are reported to be sell- 
ing at 25 cents an acre per annum. 


Correction 


N an article in our May issue, entitled 
“Bank Holdups Are Their Specialty,” 
comment was made on inadequacy of pro- 
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tection in the recent Pampa, Tex., holdup. 
We are now advised that four, instead of 
two, bank employees were present at the 
time the holdup was staged; and even 
though several more were present, the 
bandits’ use of a machine gun would have 
brought the same result. 


Bible Salesman Bogus 


HE Master Bible Company, of Charles- 
ton, W. Va., reports that I. H. PHIL- 
LIPS (2772), a former employee, has de- 
frauded many banks throughout the south, 
and has involved their concern in other 
transactions. This report states that Phil- 
lips is a sales manager and has a number 
of men working under him who take or- 
ders and notes for Bibles. He has the notes 
discounted, but fails to make deliveries, 
thereby causing a loss to the banks that 
discount them. His alleged secretary and 
companion, Miss Ruth Mock, who frequent- 
ly negotiates these financial transactions, is 
unusually attractive and a convincing talker. 
Phillips is a tall man, weighing over 200 
pounds, very good looking. He poses as 
a Mason and seems well informed in Ma- 
sonic affairs. In view of these facts the 
Master Bible Company wishes to advise 
banks and other financial institutions that 
Phillips has no authorization to represent 


them in any way. 


Scott Caught 


W. H. Scott 


H. SCOTT °(2773), alas. W. T. 

@ Sewell, is being held at Ft. Worth, 
Tex., having recently been extradited from 
Memphis, Tenn., where he negotiated a num- 
ber of bogus checks which purported to be 
issued by the Glidden Varnish Company, 
drawn on the Canal Bank & Trust Company, 
New Orleans, La. Other items which he 
put out were supposedly issued by W. P. 
Fuller & Co., drawn on the Anglo-Paris 
Trust Company, San Francisco, Cal. As 


this operator defrauded other banks in 
Louisiana, Texas, California, and neighbor- 
ing states, his photograph is reproduced so 
that members recognizing him may have 
their local authorities lodge detainer war- 
rants at Ft. Worth. He is described as 
30 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weigh- 
ing 150 pounds, slender build, light com- 
plexion, light hair, smooth shaven; wore 
shell-rimmed glasses. 


An unknown operator has been traveling 
across the southern section of the country 
negotiating bogus checks which are drawn 
on the Missouri Valley Trust Company, St. 
Joseph, Mo. In each case he prints the 
name of one of the following companies as 
maker of the check: Acme Machine Com- 
pany, engines and elevators; the Wright 
Lumber Company; Gamble Construction 
Company; Lincoln Construction Company. 
A peculiarity of these checks is that they 
are all drawn for $19, $29, $39, or $79. This 
fellow has been active for several months. 


More Phoney 
Travelers Cheques 


A D. BAKER (2526) is still laying down 
@ his bogus travelers’ checks and de- 
frauding gullible merchants. He was last 
reported at Lexington, Ky., where he used 
the name of D. R. Cook on bogus trav- 
elers’ checks drawn on the Union Trust 
Company, Los Angeles, Cal. He has op- 
erated throughout the Middle West, as re- 
ported in the May issue of this Section, and 
has similar instruments drawn on the “New 
York Bank of Commerce,” which is non- 
existent. Some of these checks are for $10, 
others for $20. As Baker will undoubtedly 
continue using this same method of opera- 
tion until apprehended, members are request- 
ed to watch for these checks in the deposits 
of their customers, particularly hotels. If 
it is thought that there is a chance of ap- 
prehending him, the nearest office of our 
agents should be notified. 

Among his many aliases are H. F. Fre- 
mont, L. B. Onker, and W. K. Sholes. The 
person defrauded by Baker at Lexington 
describes him as about 30 years of age, 
5 feet 6 inches tall, weighing 145 to 150 
pounds, slender face; wore a light gray 
suit, soft gray hat, appeared to be very 
quiet and rather slow spoken. It will be 
noted that other descriptions given of Baker 
represent him as being about 35 years of 
age, almost 6 feet tall, and heavier than the 
description of him given at Kentucky. 


TRAVELERS CHECK, 


New York Bank of Commerce 


NEW YORK CITy 


— 1927 19° 


TWENTY DOLLARS IN UNITED STATES CURRENCY 


THE CURRENT GUTING MATE UMECKS OW WEW 


A $20 variety of the bogus “New York Bank of Commerce” travelers’ cheques 


June, 1927 
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Passbook Flimflammer 


Clarence Henry Hoffstadt 


LARENCE HENRY HOFFSTADT 

(2774), alias C. R. Ashley, who claims 
to represent the Continental Oil Company 
of Denver, Colo., has been operating in 
Waco, Dallas, and other Texas cities with 
bogus checks and drafts, some of which are 
drawn on the City National Bank, San 
Francisco, Cal., and the First National Bank, 
Spokane, Wash. These drafts are for large 
sums and are payable to the operator un- 
der any of his many aliases, which include 
William C. Grover, D. Dunne, C. P. Hart, 
etc. At present there is no record of this 
fellow attempting to defraud banks; his 
game is to obtain a passbook of a local 
bank and use it to defraud hotels and mer- 
chants. Hoffstadt’s photograph is repro- 
duced with this warning, as he will prob- 
ably continue to operate. He is accompanied 
by a small boy about eight or nine years 
old. This child was with Hoffstadt at the 
time he was arrested in 1924. Hoffstadt is 
43 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weigh- 
ing 134 pounds, medium build, dark com- 
plexion, brown hair and eyes; partly bald. 
His right eye is defective and he appears 
to be a foreigner. 


Warning 


LAYING the old check-kiting game, 

D. A. BARNETT (2775) opened ac- 
counts at several banks in Montgomery, 
Ala., using ‘cash for his initial deposits, 
shortly thereafter making other deposits 
with bogus checks drawn on out-of-town 
banks, and later making withdrawals before 
returns had been made on the checks. Bar- 
nett’s checks were drawn on the Union 
& Planters’ Bank, Memphis, Tenn; Bank 
of Holly Springs, Miss., and the Atlantic 
National Bank, Jacksonville, Fla. 


ROBERT A. BERRY (2776) identified 
himself at a Hyde Park, Vt., bank by show- 
ing receipts for payments on an automobile, 
and further bolstered himself as a responsi- 
ble person by making inquiries regarding 
local real estate. He then induced the bank 
to cash a bogus check drawn on the Third 
National Bank & Trust Company, Spring- 
field, Mass. 


M. C. BROMLEY (2777) has passed 


number of bogus certified checks through 
the southern and central states, and was 
last reported in New York. His checks are 
drawn on the First National Bank, Tren- 
ton, N. J., and the genuine certification 
stamp of that institution is different from 
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that used on Bromley’s instruments. We 
are unable to give his description, but the 
specimen of his writing, reproduced here- 
with, should make his handiwork easily 
recognizable. 


Another Old-timer 
Reappears 


E. B. Chandler 


E. B. CHANDLER (2778), alias Wil- 
liam B. Ross, a veteran operator who uses 
both bogus and worthless checks and em- 
ploys real estate transactions to facilitate 
his depredations, is again active after a long 
absence from the field of bank swindlers. 

At Los Angeles, Chandler, under the 
name of Ross, called at a bank and de- 
posited three checks in the Escrow Depart- 
ment. Two of these items were drawn on 
the Bank of Italy, San Diego, Cal., while 
the third was on the Olive Branch of the 
Bank of Italy, Los Angeles, Cal. The op- 
erator specified that these checks were de- 
posited merely for collection and stated that 
returns were to be held pending a deal with 
a responsible real estate agent. 

In the meantime, Ross succeeded in get- 
ting one of the officers of the bank to O. K. 
two small items on the Fourth & Spring 
Branch of the Commercial National Trust 
& Savings Bank. These items were later 
returned as “bogus.” This swindler, whose 
photograph is reproduced above, is between 
50 and 60 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 
weighing 170 pounds; has sandy complexion 
and curly hair, dyed dark. 


CHARLES COOPER (2779) is under 
arrest at Monroe, Mich., where he attempt- 
ed to cash a bogus check drawn on the Mid- 
City Trust & Savings Bank, Chicago, IIl. 
He is believed to have negotiated a number 
of other checks on this bank for from $50 
to $250, and members recognizing him as 
having defrauded them should have their 
local authorities lodge detainer warrants at 
Monroe. 


MARY E. DONAHUE (2780), who also 
signs herself M. Elizabeth Donahue, and 
who was formerly associated with the Catho- 
lic Daughters of America, used the name 
of that organization in an attempt to de- 
fraud a bank at Greenwich, Conn. The 


operator visited a depositor of the bank, 
whom she had met at a recent convention 
of the organization, and prevailed upon her 
to introduce her at the bank and to indorse 
one of her checks, which was supposedly 
made for the purpose of completing a real 
estate transaction. One of these checks was 
drawn on the American Exchange-Irving 
Trust Company, New York City, Fifth 
Avenue Branch, and was returned marked 
“Insufficient Funds.” Another was drawn 
on the Ossining Trust Company, Ossining, 
N. Y., which developed to be bogus. As 
this operator may renew her operations in 
other cities, member banks are warned 
against her. She is about 50 years of age, 
5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing 180 pounds; 
has black hair, partly gray, wears eyeglasses. 


ROBERT F. HOFFMAN (2781), claim- 
ing to reside at 50 Peterboro Street, Provi- 
dence, R. I., negotiated two large forgeries 
at Boston, Mass., using checks stolen from 
the bank’s depositors. Hoffman opened an 
account with a local bank through which 
these checks were negotiated. He gave his 
business as parquet flooring. His descrip- 
tion is: 38 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, 
weighing 165 pounds, stocky build, appeared 
to be Jewish or Italian; has a guttural 
voice, ruddy complexion, fairly well dressed. 


Robert Jessup 


ROBERT JESSUP (2782), a veteran 
operator, was recently sentenced to the State 
Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Mo., follow- 
ing his arrest at Osceola, where he nego- 
tiated a forged. cashier’s check, using the 
name of Loyd Lamar. As Jessup may have 
defrauded other banks, his photograph, de- 
scription, and method of operation are given 
here, so that anyone recognizing him may 
have detainer warrants lodged at the Mis- 
souri State Penitentiary. 

Jessup’s usual game was to visit a town 
where he represented himself as a real es- 
tate man who was looking for a fairly large 
tract of cheap land to purchase for a num- 
ber of farmers and home seekers. He nego- 
tiated with several local realtors, carefully 
examining the land they had for sale, learn- 
ing the advantages for his home seekers and 
general conditions of the town. Finally he 
decided on the purchase of certain lands, 
and being introduced at a local bank, offered 
a forged cashier’s check, part of which was 
to go to the real estate men, the remainder 
to himself. His checks were drawn on the 
Bank of Fairhope, Fairhope, Ala., and bore 
the forged signature of Henry Crawford. 

Whenever the bank refused to cash a 
check, Jessup had the real estate men in- 
dorse it and would immediately give the 
real estate men several hundred dollars, 
claiming he intended to use the balance for 
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other transactions. He also carried a let- 
ter of credit, supposedly issued by the Bank 
of Fairhope, which he displayed shortly after 
beginning negotiations. Jessup admits print- 
ing these checks himself, on his own porta- 
ble printing outfit. He is 61 years of age, 
5 feet 7 inches tall, weighing 169 pounds; 
has silver gray hair, dark brown eyes, me- 


* dium fair complexion; scar on the right jaw. 


FRANK JOHNSON (2783). A man 
using this name evidently stole several 
checks from the mails in Buffalo, N. Y., 
one of which was cashed in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
another in Jamestown, Pa., and a third in 
Grafton, W. Va. The checks are genuine, 
being in payment of stock dividends, etc., 
but when Johnson disposes of them they 
bear the forged indorsement of the payee, 
thus causing the cashing bank to sustain a 
loss. A description of this criminal has not 
been furnished, but we are reproducing a 
specimen of his handwriting. 


MARY LEMAR (2784) defrauded a 
Kansas City, Mo., bank of a large sum when 
she obtained a loan from them on the pre- 
text that she about to purchase a local res- 
taurant and gave forged stock certificates as 
collateral. This woman appeared at the 
bank with a man whom she introduced as 
her husband, and succeeded in obtaining a 
ioan. As security she deposited three 
certificates of stock of the Pantepec Oil 
Company of Venezuela, which were num- 
bered 1053-1054 and 1055, payable to Mary 
LeMar for 100 shares each. Investigation 
developed that the certificates bearing these 
numbers and issued by the Pantepec Oil 
Company were not in the name of Mary 
LeMar. 

C. LEDLEIGH (2785) is negotiating 
forged certified checks in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, where he represents himself as a 
butcher who is about to open a shop. His 
checks are drawn on the Citizens National 
Bank, Rialto, Cal., and bear a purported 
certification with signature of C. H. Hous- 
ton, cashier. The operator presents a brief 
letter at the bank from a trucking concern 
as a means of identification, which merely 
states that the operator was having some 
butcher supplies shipped to Salt Lake City 
from California. Ledleigh then explains 
that he needs a certain sum, which was ad- 
vanced before his checks were returned as 
forgeries. His description is 40 years of 
age, about 6 feet tall, heavy build, weight 
200 pounds; has dark complexion; is 
German. 


PETER LUKOKOS (2786), a Greck 


believed to be JAMES ANDREUS (2438), 
is continuing to defraud his kinsmen in the 
state of Delaware. He proposes to pur- 
chase the place of business of another 
Greek and offers in payment his personal 
check drawn on an out-of-town bank. At 
the same time he has his victim introduce 


several items before returns are received on 
his check. In some instances he obtains 
the indorsement of the person whose busi- 
ness he pretends to buy. He is traveling in 
a Ford sedan with a Missouri license, and 
has with him his wife and three young chil- 
dren. Lukokos is about 35 years of age, 
weighing 150 pounds; has very dark com- 
plexion, and is fairly well dressed. An- 
dreus’ photograph is reproduced, and mem- 
bers recognizing him are requested to notify 
our agents’ nearest office. 


James Andreus 


MARY MINEO (2787), alias Ida Ru- 
more, recently returned to Easton, Pa., 
where she defrauded a local bank by means 
of a bogus check, having carried an account 
in this bank for more than a year, which 
aided in laying a suitable foundation for her 
transaction. After making various deposits 
and withdrawals, the operator deposited a 
$600 check on the Second National Bank, 
Somerville, N. J., which was signed Santo 
Marci and which was later returned as 
bogus. On the next day she requested an- 
other local bank to cash an $800 check for 
her which was drawn on the local institu- 
tion. The bank on which this check was 
drawn received a telephone call inquiring 
if this check was good, and answered that 
it was, the bookkeeper having failed to no- 
tice that returns had not been made on the 
check which she had deposited there. As 
this operator will probably continue sim- 
ilar transactions in this territory, member 
banks are warned against her. She is a 
woman about 25 years of age, with an 
abundance of unkempt blonde hair, wears 
thick lense glasses, and is about 5 feet tall. 


Two men posing as W. B. McGINNIS 
(2788) and R. S. BUCK (2789) are tour- 
ing the West apparently headed for Cali- 
fornia, where they will probably continue 


to negotiate forgeries which purport to bear 
the signatures of McGinnis and Buck, and 
supposedly issued by the DeLuxe Service 
Station, of Yuma, Ariz. One of these op- 
erators uses the alias W. F. Huff and is 
described as 25 to 28 years of age, 5 feet 
9 inches tall, weighing 145 to 150 pounds; 
has brown hair, fair complexion, slender. 
The other uses the name of Kennedy and 
is about 28 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, weighing 160 pounds; has auburn hair. 


JOHN PARKER (2790), alias J. M. 
Sylvester, has been operating at Melville, 
La., and neighboring towns, where he nego- 
tiates bogus checks which purport to be 
issued by the Lamar Lumber Company, 
drawn on the Whitney Central National 
Bank, New Orleans, La. Checks used are 
of the counter variety, made payable to the 
operator under one of his many aliases, 
which include Ben King and J. M. Olney, 
and are usually for $24.25, this amount be- 
ing filled in with a check-writing machine. 
The name of the Lamar Lumber Company 
is imprinted by a rubber stamp. They are 
signed W. J. Lullan, Jr., General Manager, 
although no one of that name is connected 
with the Lamar Lumber Company. Parker’s 
age has not been reported, but he is 5 feet 
7 inches tall, weighing 170 pounds; has 
brown hair, reddish face. i 


Using the name of BEATRICE WEIN- 
STEIN (2791), a Minneapolis forger, is 
negotiating small checks drawn on the 
Metropolitan National Bank of that city, 
bearing the forged signature of Mrs. M. J. 
Weinstein. The operator is said to be a 
woman about 27 years of age, very pretty, 
and poses as the daughter of Mrs. Wein- 
stein, but does not appear to be Jewish. 


EDGAR WELCH (2430), whose for- 
geries and worthless check negotiations were 
reported in the October, 1925, issue of this 
Supplement, has recently been sentenced to 
the State Penitentiary at Jackson, Mich., 
where he is now known as No. 20525. As 
it is probable that he has been defraud- 
ing banks since our last warning, members 
recognizing Welch are requested to have 
their local authorities lodge detainer war- 
rants at the Michigan Penitentiary. He is 
about 23 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 
weighing 150 pounds; has auburn hair and 
blue eyes. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Arrests Dispositions 
Awaiting Total 
Trial |Reported Dis- |Fugitives|Awaiting 
Sept. 1,| Since Total Con- | charged |Escaped,| Trial 
1926 | Aug. 31, April, victed | or Ac- | Insane 
1926 1927 quitted | or Died 
Forgers 133 169 18 187 174 52 13 81 
Burglars....... 15 11 3 14 15 2 Seer 10 
Holdup robbers. 63 86 24 110 84 18 10 61 
Sneak thieves. . 3 3 
Teal. .... 214 266 45 311 113 72 28 152 
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